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LIVE DEAD
A NEW TERM FOR AN OLD COMMITMENT

 I believe in missions - and am a missionary - because I want to go 
home. I am so disappointed with the world around me, and what I see in 
the mirror every morning is likewise discouraging - for I see a fraud who 
exists only because God is gracious. As despicable as the world outside 
my door is, I have to wrestle with the reality of my heart. Scripture is 
pretty pessimistic about my natural state - and yours. There is none that 
does good, the heart is desperately wicked, we all betray, we all fall short, 
we are all a mess. Our blessed hope is that one day the King comes back 
and delivers me finally from my own brokenness. What a day that will 
be! I can’t wait to be eternally liberated from the junk within me. I am 
saved, I am forgiven, I love life, I have no complaints - but yet I yearn 
and groan for my ultimate liberation. I’m saved from sin, I just cant wait 
to be saved from myself.
 Apocalyptic eschatology is at the heart of the Pentecostal movement. 
Renaissance and enlightenment just made man more educated and 
efficient in our evil ways. As the 20th century dawned, so did despair 
as the people of God realized they had misplaced their hope. Industry 
and modernization, technology and development, communication and 
medicine didn’t solve the sin problem. Our forefathers went back to the 
Scripture and realized afresh the blessed hope was the return of Jesus, 
and Jesus said He wouldn’t come back until the gospel was preached 
among every unreached people (Matthew 24:14). Our pragmatic, 
spiritual ancestors further realized that no one can take the gospel to the 
stricken and dangerous peoples of earth without power, so they fell on 
their faces and prayed to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
 Thus the Assemblies of God was born--dedicated to taking the Gospel 
where the Gospel had not yet gone, so we can all go home. And that’s the 
same reason Live Dead was formed.
 The Live Dead movement is nothing new, it’s just a recent iteration 
of the dedication to going home. We have three non-negotiable foci: 
CHURCH PLANTING - UNREACHED PEOPLES - TEAMS. We 
realize that if we want to go home we need to focus on completing the 
commission - we need to preach the Gospel among every unreached 
people. We need to make disciples (and disciples are not made in 
isolation, they must be made in communities - churches), and we need 
to do that together with the Holy Spirit and the body of Christ. 
 The Live Dead movement started with our church planting team 
in Sudan in 1996. As the team grew and began to see fruit (the first 
few believers and house churches) we began to wonder about the next 
frontier. Our team multiplied into four teams, and before commissioning 
us to head north into the Arab World, our leaders asked us to help 
design a pioneering strategy for East Africa. We realized that the places 
in East Africa that remained to be reached (places like Somalia) were 
difficult and we not only needed many more missionaries, we needed 
missionaries that were willing to go to hard places and do dangerous 
things - with no guarantees. We needed missionaries who were willing 
to live dead, to die to self, and to live that crucified life in the middle of 
people groups who were resistant to the gospel.
 Live Dead (Church Planting among Unreached Peoples in Teams) 

spread from East Africa to all of Africa and then to the Arab World and 
Central Asia (which we call Silk Road). Soon India, Iran, Russia, Israel 
and Palestine (Origins), and China joined. Today Live Dead is working 
in eight different zones with 54 teams. We work among Muslims, 
Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, Animists, and Secularists. Happy as we are to 
have eight zones and 54 teams, those are but inputs. We are not that 
enthused about measuring inputs, we want to see the unreached saved, 
discipled, and leading church planting movements that reach their  
own people.
 The values that undergird Live Dead are not new either. We stand on 
the shoulders of giants in the faith and strive to be worthy links in the 
apostolic chain that extends all the way back to the disciples. 
 Our primary value is ABIDING IN JESUS. Simply understood we 
want to love Him first, and most, we want to spend extravagant time in 
His presence. We want our face to reflect His glory and our words be but 
an echo of His. 
 Our second value is APOSTLE. None of us feel like Peter or Paul, 
but we walk out the door of our apartments in Cairo or Djibouti or 
Istanbul, or Moscow, or Delhi, or Kabul…and no one is standing in line 
behind us. We are God’s men and women on the ground, surrounded by 
lostness, so Jesus helps us represent Him well. 
 Our third value is ABANDON. We realize that the places we are called 
to are rough, but someone has to go there. We also realize that much of 
the rough stuff is inside us as I mentioned in the opening paragraph, 
and that if we are going to be of any use to the Master we must daily die  
to self.
 A closing word about who we are not. We are not the last word or the 
best word in missions. We are surrounded by colleagues and partners 
who are wiser, kinder, smarter, and completely dedicated. We are not 
new. We are not stronger. We are not perfect. We are just a mess - a mess 
that want to go home. And as simply as we can make out, the quickest 
way home is to preach the gospel among every unreached people group. 
 I remember as a kid the delight of Christmas morning. I burned 
with excitement to open the presents heaped under the tree. If my dad 
would have told me: “Dick, we will open presents as soon as you and 
your sisters wash the breakfast dishes.” I would have, at lightning speed, 
sprinted to the kitchen, and yelled for my siblings to help me. We would 
have gotten it done.
 If you long to open your eternal presents, if you long for your eternal 
home, come, join us in doing what Jesus said needed to be done. Let us 
together preach the gospel among unreached peoples. Let’s all go home.

Note: Dick Brogden will be our guest speaker at the 73rd Indiana 
District Council on May 21-22. Dick and Jennifer Brogden have  
served among Muslims for the last two and a half decades; Mauritania 
(1992), Kenya (1993-1995), Sudan (1996-2011), Egypt and the Arab 
World (2012-present). They helped found the Live Dead movement 
and now oversee Church Planting for Live Dead in the Arab World 
and help serve the Live Dead movement globally.



3

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS:
Donald G. Gifford, Superintendent
Ronald L. Bontrager, Assistant Superintendent
David E. Delp, Executive Secretary

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS:
Mike Bean | Troy Boulware | Robby Bradford | 
Greg Carter | Ralph Holdeman | Chad McAtee

DAVID E. DELP, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

THE ENVOY is published quarterly 
by the INDIANA DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
8750 Purdue Road, Indianapolis, IN 46268
U.S.P.S. #776-460 | Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis IN
Envoy Design: Jennifer Reese
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
THE ENVOY, 8750 Purdue Road, Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

IT'S NOT JUST A NETWORK, IT'S A COVENANT
 I’m a thinker, so I consider options. At the announcement of our 
new adventure, a few people have asked me if I intend to stay with 
the Assemblies of God. I’ve thought about it and come to some 
conclusions. 
  A few weeks ago I represented the district at an amicable church 
business meeting called for the purpose of disaffiliation. The pastor 
is my friend. I love the church. I truly wanted God’s will for them. I 
represented the district well and felt disappointed when they voted 
to disaffiliate, because it likely meant I wouldn’t see them as often. 
On my way out the door, I encountered a lady who had a bewildered 
look on her face. She said to me, “I feel like I just got divorced.” Her 
observation took me by surprise, but as I walked across the parking 
lot, I could actually feel a spiritual covenant dissolving. By the time I 
got in my truck to drive away, I felt sorrow sweep over me because it 
felt like something important got broken. Why did I feel that way?
  I walked into an Assemblies of God church when I was almost 
14, and I found Jesus. The people poured into my life because I was 
hungry, spiritually needy, and had nowhere else to go. It was a time 
of brokenness in my young life, and I inserted myself into people’s 
lives. They poured into me. At camp, I met kids from other churches 
who are colleagues to this day. In that church I met and married a 
girl, and we went off to an Assemblies of God college. I met people at 
that college who have been a powerful part of my life.
  When I graduated and took my first ministry assignment, I 
discovered the Assemblies of God was sometimes different than the 
church I came up in. There were some jerks with poor theology, not 
only attending some of our churches but also pastoring them. I was 
surprised, but they were few. The Assembly I served was healthy, so 
I just steered clear and kept going. 
  I found my first full-time assignment in a painfully small town in 
Indiana called Jasonville. I didn’t pick Jasonville; Jasonville picked 
me. God sovereignly opened a door I had not sought in a little 
bitty town I’d never heard of. The people became our moms, dads, 
brothers, sisters, and grandparents to Kelly, who was practically 
born on the front row. 

  I went to meetings, councils, and conferences. No one knew or 
remembered my name, and few cared. Relationships happened one 
at a time at meetings, at camps and conventions, and while serving on 
committees, boards, and teams. I made myself useful by cleaning the 
nasty restrooms and vomit at camp and convinced myself that Jesus 
would have done it. Along the way my gifts grew and were tapped. 
God made a way in the context of this tribe and my willingness to 
plunge overflowing toilets.
  Sometimes others, who seemed lazy, unspiritual, and arrogant, 
got much applause, and I would tell myself that only God’s applause 
mattered. It wasn’t about out lasting; it was about obedience to God 
and engagement where he put me.
  Most of my life-giving relationships have come through this tribe. 
I wouldn’t have met Donna had it not been for those associations. As 
a life-long PK, Donna’s stories are just like mine. 
  I’ve faithfully served the policies of this Fellowship. I never wanted 
to be the credential guy, I’ve never wanted to watch fallen colleagues 
weep, or chair tense business meetings. I never wanted to email a 
friend to ask them if they were tithing. I was just serving Jesus, but 
now I get to spread my wings and fly according to God’s plan. It’s 
almost surreal, but it’s as if Jesus just looked at us and winked and 
held his thumb up saying, “It’s time.” 
  I’ve never really thought about it, but somewhere along the way I 
entered a covenant relationship with this tribe. I’m not sure if it was 
when I signed that first orange membership card saying I wouldn’t 
smoke or go to movies, or perhaps it was when I signed my first 
credential application. Maybe it was when hands were placed on me 
at my ordination. I’m not sure when it happened, but I can feel it. I 
never realized it until that lady said she felt like she just got divorced. 
I felt it too. My covenant is with the people with whom I’ve linked 
arms so neither of us fall, the people I’ve bonded with as we’ve 
labored together in the Master’s field. Unless I get a direct order to 
do otherwise, I will keep going and finish my race with this tribe. It’s 
a covenant to which I am bound, and I’d have to have a pretty good 
reason to break it.

Upcoming credential orientation for 
first-time credential applicants and those 
upgrade applicants who are new  
to Indiana:  
Certified and Licensed - May 31
Exams for Certified and Licensed:  July 10

CREDENTIAL DATES:



4

JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN'S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

RAISING SPIRITUAL SONS AND DAUGHTERS
 As our children get older (and mine are!), they want to spread their 
wings and see what they can do. It’s easy to hold on in these moments, 
wait for another day, and stunt their ability to soar. I’m trying to let 
mine go, little by little. We’ve raised them to be independent; to think 
for themselves; to trust their instincts; and to follow that still, small 
voice, rather than the voices in the crowd. They’re ready to see what 
God has for them.
 As our children move through adolescence toward adulthood, our 
job as their parents is to strike the right tension between holding on 
and letting go at each new launching point. Raising my children to 
be people of God really isn’t that different than raising spiritual sons 
and daughters to perpetuate ministry for future generations, but it 
takes work and desire. Here are a few thoughts I’ve had about this: 
 1. Intentionally Become Spiritual Parents – While we are  
  sometimes surprised by a pregnancy, most often our children  
  are planned, but I don’t think we usually take the same care  
  in planning the birth of spiritual children. When we actively  
  and intentionally raise up spiritual sons and daughters, we  
  create an incredible opportunity to build out our family tree  
  and touch multiple generations for many decades to come.
 2. Develop a Process – All of us discover, early on as parents,  
  what our style and philosophy of parenting will be. From  
  this we build a process of teaching the right skills, discipline,  
  and education. We set the trajectory for our kids' development  
  from a young age. In parenting spiritual sons and daughters, we  
  should do the same. The process shouldn’t be complicated,  

  but simple and wrought through relationship rather than  
  formality. Regardless of style, have a process to help spiritual  
  sons and daughters find their way to effectiveness. 
 3. Be Patient with Development – When our children mess up,  
  we don’t give up on their development. We correct and  
  restore them. Spiritual sons and daughters often come to us very  
  rough around the edges. Developing them requires great  
  patience, a willingness to correct, and a heart to restore them  
  when they fail. The process of raising spiritual sons and  
  daughters is lengthy. Much patience will be required.
 4. Release and Support – Like our children, the day will come to  
  release them to run their own race. We cannot hold tightly to  
  them, demand they serve in our ministry, or run the race we  
  want them to run. When we hold tightly we squash the call of  
  God on their lives, and often, relationship is broken. When we  
  release with ongoing support, we give them the best chance to  
  find their way. Hold loosely to those God entrusts to you.  
  When they fly the nest, support them, encourage them,  
  resource them, but let them go.
 As I survey the landscape of our churches, one of my great concerns 
is the lack of urgency for raising spiritual sons and daughters. 
We rarely have succession plans in place, and we lack leaders and 
multipliers to start new works in new places who’ve been birthed, 
developed, and released out of our churches. I want to encourage 
you…be a spiritual parent. You won’t regret investing in the next 
generation, who will someday lead our churches and ministries.

DIVISION I (351 & UP)
1. Indianapolis Lakeview - Ron Bontrager $ 24,100.00
2. Fort Wayne First Assembly - Ron Hawkins $ 24,000.00 
3. Newburgh Abundant Life - Troy Boulware $ 15,429.00

DIVISION II (201-350)
1. Elkhart Calvary - Brian Whidden $ 12,376.56  
2. Middlebury Pathway Assembly - Scott Miller $ 10,572.00
3. South Bend Southgate - Jeff Kennedy $ 7,675.07  

DIVISION III (76-200)
1. Rensselaer The Bridge - Mark Callaway $ 10,390.00  
2. Columbus First Assembly - Rick Glowacki $ 7,995.32
3. Jasonville Assembly - Sam Bush $ 6,898.00  
 
DIVISION IV (1-75)
1. Evansville Cornerstone - Gary Auten $ 3,986.58 
2.  Bloomington Highland Faith - Richard Deckard $ 2,560.00 
3. Kendallville Family Life Assembly - Bob Monroe $ 2,286.25

2017 INDIANA ADVANCE GIVING LEADERS
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DAVID DELP, MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

ISOM ADVANCED CHURCH LEADERSHIP TRACK
 • Local Church Evangelism: Relationship evangelism, cultural  
  context, training people for evangelism, and building evangelistic  
  campaigns and emphasis. (May 2018)
 • The Spiritual Life of the Leader: The life and spirituality of the  
  leader, servant leadership, spiritual leadership principles and  
  methods, and the role of the Holy Spirit in leadership.  
  (June 2018)
 • Church Leadership: Establishing the Church’s Values, Mission,  
  Vision, & Strategies and an overview of methods and systems.  
  (August 2018)

 • Connecting People: Establishing assimilation structures,  
  developing and leading small groups, building and providing  
  pastoral care networks. (September 2018)
 • Finances and Stewardship: Funding and resourcing the vision,  
  vision & giving campaigns, establishing and leading the church  
  budget, teaching and developing stewardship. (October 2018)
 • Lifting the Spiritual Life of the Church: A theology of prayer,  
  private, semi-public, and public prayer in the church, prayer  
  models, how to lift the devotional life of the people. (Dec. 2018)

2017-2018 Levels Schedule

CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE

Aug. 26, 2017 Acts (T)
CERT 103

Introduction to Theology
LIC 201

Church Leadership
ORD 308

Sept. 30, 2017 Introduction to Hermeneutics
CERT 105

Eschatology (T)
LIC 206

The Pentateuch
ORD 303

Oct. 28, 2017 Prison Epistles (T)
CERT 104

Introduction to Homiletics
LIC 205

Church Administration and Law
ORD 310

Dec. 2, 2017 AG History, Missions & Governance
CERT 107

Romans (T)
LIC 204

Theology of Prayer
ORD 309

Jan. 27, 2018 Relationships & Ethics in Ministry (T)
CERT 108

Old Testament Survey
LIC 203

Theology of Worship
ORD 301

Feb. 24, 2018 The Life of Christ
CERT 101

Effective Leadership (T)
LIC 208

Preaching in Cultural Context
ORD 305

March 24, 2018 Introduction to Pentecostal Doctrine (T)
CERT 102

Conflict Management (T)
LIC 209

The Poetic Books
ORD 304

May 5, 2018 The Local Church in Evangelism
CERT 106

New Testament Survey
LIC 202

Pastoral Ministry
ORD 307

June 2, 2018 Spiritual Leadership
CERT 109

Introduction to AG Missions (T)
LIC 207

Corinthians
ORD 302

Internships may be started after 
taking three courses (two must be 
from ISOM) AND attending an 
Internship Orientation.

**Level One Internship 
CERT 120

**Level Two Internship 
LIC 220

**Level Three Internship 
ORD 320

**Internships are required ONLY for those pursuing ministerial credentials.
(T) indicates a course on the transitional list. This schedule applies to those who started credential courses under the old Berean 
schedule and who now need to take courses on the transitional level.
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LEAD PASTOR, COMING THIS FALL 
TO YOUR MINISTRY GROUPS...
Contact your ministry-group presbyter for more information and how 
to connect with your group. If you do not know your ministry-group 
presbyter, or need contact details, you may request that information by 
sending an email to donna@indianaag.org.

ISOMplus 
PASTORAL COUNSELING II (May 5, 2018)
Kathi Lange is the founder and president of Families United Counseling Centers that are located in Attica, Crawfordsville 
and Lafayette. She has 30 plus years of counseling experience and is the wife of one of our AG pastors, Pastor Harvey 
Lange. This seminar will educate the pastor or parishioner on how to deal with personality disorders, depression, anxiety 
and suicide, sexual addictions, marital and family conflict, the role of professionals and medication, and strategies for 

recovering from trauma and grief and loss. Case examples will be presented.

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP TRAINING (June 2, 2018) 
Today's Women’s Ministries in the church must minister maintain the biblical foundation God designed for women while 
taking into account our changing culture. Our methods of yesterday will no longer work in the church today, but women 
still need exclusive ministry. How can we make that happen? Our desire is to see the women of our churches become a 
strong force in the community where God has established us. Whether you are brand new to Women’s Leadership, or you 

are ready to revitalize an existing ministry, or you just want to personally consider growing in knowledge of the women around you, this 
would be a great place for you.
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

We are asking for all of our student ministries across Indiana to be   
1) Gospel Centered  2) Spirit Empowered  

3) Personally Responsible to reach the lost around the world.

IN 2018 WE ARE BELIEVING FOR:
5,000 to give $100  &  500 to give $1,000

HOPE TAKES TEAM WORK!

WILL YOU BE PART OF THE MIRACLE?
2018 Indiana Goal: $1 Million from STL and BGMC combined!
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

South East Regional Encounter Worship - 2017

 Healthy women are a great contribution to their church.  Throughout 
history, women have played a vital role in the growth of the church. 
Our goal in Indiana Women’s Ministries is to resource the churches 
across our district with events, training, and relationships that will 
help women be healthy and a positive benefit to each congregation.

 Regional Encounter - “Fervent” - James 5:16, “The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous (woman) man availeth much.” Priscilla Shirer’s 
book Fervent gripped my heart last year. If we can get women across 
our district to begin to pray according to the Word of God, we will see 
strongholds fall in our communities. I hope you are planning to send 
a great group to our event, April 28th, at a location near you.

 ISOMplus - Women’s Leadership Training - Last year we joined 
efforts with ISOM and had our first leadership training for women 
in our district. We saw great results. The women who attended were 
so excited to look at the dynamics of their church, see what the need 
was, and develop a team that could help meet the needs there. This 
year we are moving into a different direction and looking into the life 
of a leader and our personal leadership journey. This will be a day 
that no lady should miss as we step closer to the Father and redefine 
His personal call on our lives. I hope you can join us, Saturday, June 
2nd, at Indianapolis Lakeview Church.

 Mite Offering - Will be received at Vital Conference, September 
28-29, for Grace House Teen Challenge, Indianapolis. We want to 
bless the new Teen Challenge project beginning in Indianapolis for 
adult women. Will you help us by bringing a great offering? Every 
offering counts!
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JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

DONALD G. GIFFORD, U.S. MISSIONS SECRETARY

world Missionaries
Home and Available

Kevin & Wendy Beery
Belgium

kevin.beery@agmd.org 
(260) 797-2048

Russ & Sarah (Careins) Farhoud 
Equatorial Guinea

russ.farhoud@agmd.org
sarah.farhoud@agmd.org

(254) 432-3261

Scott & Anna Seiple 
Sensitive Country

egseiple@gmail.com
(270) 938-7068

world missionary 
associates 

Home and Available
 

Candace Cowsert - Spain
candace.cowsert@gmail.com

(219) 508-3638  
 

Dan & Danielle McGill
United Kingdom

dan.mcgill@ma.agmd.org

Rebekah Polley - Sensitive Country
rebekahpolley0822@gmail.com 

(317) 696-6036

Margaret Simkin - North Africa 
margaret.simkin@ma.agmd.org

(219) 406-4835

“Every Tribe, Every Nation” 
Digital Resources Roll Out
 In 2018, AGWM is emphasizing prayer for every tribe and every 
nation to experience the saving power of God's love. The 2018 
annual theme, “Every Tribe, Every Nation,” expresses that heart cry. 
As part of the resources produced to help churches and individuals 
join this cause, the Every Tribe, Every Nation group has been created 
in partnership with AGWM’s Facebook page. 
 This online “tribe” is dedicated to sharing the latest stories and 
prayer requests from global workers near and far. If you haven’t 
already, please follow Assemblies of God World Missions  
(@AGWorldMissions) on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, and 
request to be a part of Every Tribe, Every Nation by clicking on the 
“Community” section of AGWM’s Facebook page. 
 More resources at www.tribe.agwm.org are also available. On this 
excellent website, you will find further suggestions of “tribes” you can 
join to further your influence for Christ, as well as resources for your 
church’s missions emphasis, a weekly devotional blog, and more. 
 “You know, our purpose statement is so all can hear. Allow me 
to emphasize the word all. We believe the theme this year, “Every 
Tribe, Every Nation,” reflects our purpose accurately,” says AGWM 
executive director Greg Mundis. “No one is outside the reach, love, 
and power of our Savior Jesus Christ. Please join with me in praying 
that our work overseas will indeed be empowered by the Spirit to 
reach “Every Tribe, Every Nation.” 
 We look forward to connecting with you and to partnering, so 
that all can hear! – AGWM Communications

By David Rose Home Missionary Adult and Teen Challenge,  
Regional Representative, National ATC Board Member

    Teen Challenge has a new name and logo. The 
official name is now Adult and Teen Challenge 
(ATC).  There are more adult centers than 
adolescent centers. The ATC name is a more 
accurate description of the ministry around the 
world. Sixty years ago, God called David Wilkerson 
to begin a ministry to address the drug addiction 

and violence of teenage gangs in New York. David was not equipped nor did 
he have the ability to make a difference. The power of the Holy Spirit gave 
direction and transformation that could not be found by earthly efforts, 
and the ministry of Teen Challenge was born.  Today there are over two 
hundred ATC centers in the US, and over one thousand around the world. 
 Indiana Adult and Teen Challenge has grown in the past years. One of 
the oldest adolescent centers in America is the girls center in Lebanon.  
Dawn Rose has been the director for 15 years. Grace House, an adult 
women’s center that has moved operations from Evansville and reopened 
in Indianapolis, has been in operation for 13 years. Lavonne Savage is the 
director and is an ATC graduate. Wabash Valley, a men’s center in Terre 
Haute, has been open for 9 years. Director Jeremy Touchet is an ATC 
graduate. North Central Men’s Center, now in a new three million dollar  

 
campus, has been open for 8 years. Director Andy Collins is an ATC 
graduate. Andy and the North Central staff are birthing a new men’s center 
in Renssalaer called Jasper County Recovery House. JCRH is scheduled to 
open in April. In addition to the residential care, many ATC centers reach 
out to local schools with a program called "Stay Sharp" (staysharp.us). This 
is a prevention effort to help fight the lies and attraction of experimenting 
with drugs.
 Much of the world is looking for medical and psychological answers 
to a spiritual problem. People’s souls are seeking peace. As the pain in the 
nation increases, all ages are seeking for a hope and relief only God can 
provide. I do believe in medical treatments of which God allowed man to 
discover and in counseling for guidance and direction. However, they are 
only effective after the souls are saved and transformed by God. The need is 
beyond any organization’s ability, but not beyond the transforming power 
of the Holy Spirit.  David Wilkerson once asked Nicky Cruz (one of the first 
ATC students) when did he know drugs no longer had control over his life.  
Nicky said, “When I was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.”  This is 
what will save men and women of all ages. 
 Many of our ATC graduates now serve in churches, missions, and in 
other ATC ministries. Even the students that leave early have received 
something from God and His Word that continues to call upon their 
hearts to reach out to Christ. Please pray for our Adult and Teen Challenge 
centers. There is always a financial need. There are always volunteer and 
employee needs, but the greatest need is the continued power of the Holy 
Spirit defeating the demonic powers of the anti-Christ’s addictions facing us 
today. Our state website is teenchallengeHELP.com. Contact information 
and links to other centers and for finding help are there.  
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uPastor Chris and Kristi 
Stull were installed as the 
new pastors of Fort Wayne 
Hope Church on December 
10, 2017, during a special 
consecration service. 
Superintendent Don Gifford 
was there for the installation 
service. The Stull's son, Mikel, 
was home from North Central 
University for the special 
service. Chris’s father and 
Kristi’s parents were also 
in attendance. The board 
members also stood with the 
Stull's for prayer.

puIt was an honor for 
Superintendent Don and 
Diane Gifford to minister at 
Martinsville Trinity Worship 
Center for an official 
installation and consecration 
service for Pastor Jeff and 
Kristine Gott on January 7, 
2018. The service started 
immediately with a strong 
manifested presence of God 
and worship time. Honor was given to Pastor Ken and Janet 
Duke for serving 21 months as the interim pastor. Pastor Duke 
mentored Pastor Jeff this past year as he worked toward receiving 
his credentials with the Assemblies of God. 

ptJanuary 21, 2018, 
Superintendent Don and 
Diane Gifford were honored 
to be at Bloomington West 
Side AG for the consecration 
service of Pastor Jonathan and 
Rebecca Taylor.  They will now 
serve part-time with Chi Alpha 

at Bloomington Ivy Tech. During the service Kevin and Brooke 
Foertsch led worship with excellence. The District is thankful for 
the support of Indiana Chi Alpha Director Derek Britt.

puPastor Billy and Karen 
Worland were installed as 
the new pastors at Linton 
Assembly of God at a special consecration service on January 
28, 2018. Superintendent Don Gifford was honored to be joined 
by Pastor Johnny and Betty Garrison who led the church with 
excellence during the transition time.

On March 18, Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford shared in ministry at Fort Wayne Next Level 
Church with Pastor Jonathan and Chastity Meyer.  This was the Gifford's first visit at this church 
plant (which is already at General Council status).  Pastor Don consecrated Pastor Jonathan. The 
Meyers have connected well within their ministry group which is a strength to them. Former Church 
Development Director Dan Pongratz was an effective spiritual father and encourager to Pastor 
Jonathan, even in the last weeks of his life.
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puqIndianapolis Lakeview 
Church launched their 100th 
year celebration on January 14th. 
It was a great kick-off service 
honoring the past, celebrating 
the present and envisioning the 
limitless future. Pastor Emeritus 
Tom Paino gave his heartfelt 
blessing over the church. He was 
the third pastor in 100 years 
and he passed the mantle on to 
Pastor Ron Bontrager in 1994. The General Superintendent Doug 
Clay has graciously accepted our invitation to speak at our 100th 
Anniversary service on May 20, 2018 at 10 a.m.

tpKendallville Family Life Assembly of God, with Pastor Bob 
and Becky Monroe, was granted General Council status on Febru-
ary 25, 2018.  Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford were there 
to make the official declaration.

With Christ...
Rev. Daniel J. Pongratz, 70 of Carmel, passed away 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 at his home. He was 
born September 20, 1947 in Kenosha, WI to the 
late Douglas and Gertrude Pongratz. Dan was a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin and the 
Southwestern Assembly of God University. He was a 

US Army veteran. Dan retired from the Indiana District Assemblies 
of God after serving in ministry for 39 years. He served as a pastor 
in Logansport and Lafayette, and a missionary in South Africa. The 
last 13 years of his ministry were spent serving other pastors and 
missionaries from the Indiana District office.

Rev. Elias (Eli) Zarro, 87 of Greenwood, passed 
away Tuesday, December 26, 2017. Elias was in 
full-time ministry for more than 50 years, as both an 
evangelist and pastor. His ministry took him to 28 
states and to the countries of England, France, and 
Italy. He studied at several universities, including 

Winona Lake School of Theology in Indiana and pastored churches 
in Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, New York and Indiana. 

puExecutive Secretary, 
David and Donna Delp, 
ministered at Marion 
Lighthouse with Pastors 
Jerry and Paula Gallaway on 
February 25, 2018. Marion 
Lighthouse was declared a 
General Council church at a 
business meeting following the 
morning service. Pastor Jerry 
and Paula and board members 
prayed a prayer of blessing 
over The Delps as they prepare 
for a transition in their ministry.
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January 11, 2018 was a very important informational and inspiring day at 
the district office. Thanks to our Credential Specialist Faith Bradshaw for 
her administrative work and caring for our candidates and their families. We 
appreciate our Executive Secretary David Delp for his outstanding leadership in the 
Credentialing process and prophetic voice that he uses to speak to our candidates. 
We are thankful for Diane Gifford and Toni Mosburg for leading us in worship, along 
with our Executive Presbyter Troy Boulware, who led a very intimate communion 
experience. Superintendent Don Gifford shared the Word from Ephesians 6:10-18 
on the Whole Armor of God. We are very thankful for the investment of time and 

wisdom provided by Executive Presbyters: Robby Bradford, Chad McAtee, Greg 
Carter, Michael Bean, Troy Boulware, Ralph Holdeman, and Presbyters Roger and 
Cheryl Dean. We are grateful for the assistance of Linda Greer and our Treasurer 
Greg Allison. Thank you to great Pastors like David and Linda Snodderly who offered 
great wisdom and compassion. The Ordination Candidates present, with their 
spouses, were: Thomas Blount, Daniel Davidhizar, Zach Gidcumb, Rob Hovermale, 
Andrew McGuire, Anna McGuire, Tina Pavy, Nicole Rheaume, Mike Santistevan, 
Jessica Santistevan, Chris Stull, Dustin Wells, and Billy Worland. Candidates not 
present were Jeff Barnett, Jonathan McCormick, and Cyndi McCormick.

Adalee Rose Shope was born 
Monday, December 4, 2017, 
weighing 7 lbs. 1 oz., and 
measuring 20.25 inches long. 
Congratulations to her  
proud parents, Dylan and 
Keilah Shope, and to her 
grandparents, Ralph and Kathy 
Holdeman.

Mark Timothy Edward Wright 
was born Tuesday, February 
20, 2018, weighing 6 lbs.  
12 oz., and measuring  
18.75 inches long. 
Congratulations to his proud 
parents, Caleb and Aly Wright, 
and to his grandparents, Mark 
and Misty Wright and Dan and 
Heather May.

Indiana District
Assemblies of God

@IndianaAG

puOn Saturday, February 
3, 2018, Superintendent 
Don Gifford was privileged 
to attend a reception in 
honor of Pastors Clarence 
and Pepper Hooks for over 
30 years as lead pastors 
at Indianapolis Praise 
Fellowship Assembly of 
God (now Progressive Life 
Ministries). The Hooks were honored with a special card,  
a worship figurine and Shepherd’s staff.

Brynn James Holdeman was 
born Monday, February 26, 
2018, weighing 6.5 lbs. 
and measuring 19 inches 
long. Congratulations to 
his proud parents, Josh and 
Kristin Holdeman, and to her 
grandparents, Ralph and 
Kathy Holdeman.


