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DONALD G. GIFFORD, SUPERINTENDENT

WHOSE REPORT WILL I BELIEVE?
I am sitting in my workspace at home reflecting on how blessed
I am even in the midst of some negative reports during 2016.
We are writing a week prior to Thanksgiving as our office team
will host six new church planting pastors/spouses for a special
time of Thanksgiving worship, the Word, and lunch together.
My thoughts today are on the many things I am thankful for and
as we are approaching Christmas, the story that only Luke tells
in the gospels, “for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will
be all people … Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill
toward men” (Luke 2:10, 14).
We, in the United States of America, have just gone through
a very controversial and bitter election process for a president,
governors, senators, U.S. congressmen and local elections.
As you listen you don’t always hear good tidings of great joy or
see peace and goodwill. I must determine to whom I am going
to listen to and trust.
I am reading a great missionary passage in Romans 10:14-17
from the Fire Bible (ESV) and the Message, “So then faith comes
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. We are reminded of how
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace and bring glad
tidings of things! We are reminded of the great call of the preacher, and
the sending of the preacher to places that need to hear the gospel.”
The Message Bible states, “But how can people call for help if
they don’t know who to trust? And how can they know who to trust if
they haven’t heard of the One who can be trusted? And how can they
hear if nobody tells them? And how is anyone going to tell them unless
someone is sent doing it?” The point is before you trust, you
have to listen. Unless Christ’s Word is preached, there’s little
of value. As I reflect on the many voices that I have heard
in 2016, I reflect on what is the truth and who can I trust?
If Jesus tarries in 2017, to whose voice will I listen and whom
will I trust?
From a personal perspective we have heard reports this year
that have not been good reports. Our granddaughter Isabelle
was born December 17, 2015. She was in the NICU for 112
days. Physicians suggested an alternative would be to abort the
baby. We were given little hope, and if she lived, a prognosis
of complications and many surgeries. Who do we trust? As
you read this article, Isabelle is one year old. She came home
on oxygen that she doesn’t need now, her feeding tube may be
removed in the spring, she now takes a bottle and is beginning
to crawl and stand.
January 5, 2016, I had a brain bleed which threw me into a
seizure. I am taking two types of medication. The meds have
been regulated so that they do not affect my moods as much as
in the beginning. In November of 2016, the report for me was
the progressive nature of Parkinson’s disease. As I contemplated
those words and began to study about this disease, I realized
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that often this disease is brought on by damage to the brain.
Whom do I trust? Psalms 103:1-5 is often a part of my prayer
time. I can bless the Lord because His benefit is the healing of
all diseases.
In July of this year, as doctors ordered a CT scan on Diane
for one purpose, but they discovered a suspicious mass on her
thyroid that two doctors said were cancerous. On November 28,
Diane had the right side of her thyroid removed successfully.
There was no damage to her voicebox. On November 30, the
surgeon called and said there was no cancer and he added, "Praise
God!" Whose report shall we believe? As many of you know,
Diane had 12 surgeries after a severe car accident in 1991. When
the doctor said the twelfth surgery was not successful and they
would have to operate on her knee again, she quietly went to
the Secret Room in the district office, anointed her knee, took
communion and prayed. Father healed her knee, and she works
out vigorously five or six days a week.  
While I was in the hospital after the 1991 automobile accident,
they told me our five-year-old, Megan, was critical and they were
not sure she would live. Whose report did we believe? Today
Megan is alive and well, after a heart transplant in 2010 and a
near-death illness in 2014. She’s married to a minister, has three
adopted children, and gave birth to Isabelle after being told she
would not be able to get pregnant or have a baby.
So 2016 has not always been reports of glad tidings
that bring joy and peace. Romans 10:15-16, “How beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace and bring glad
tidings of good things… Lord, who has believed our report?”
Is anyone listening and believing the Word of God?
To whose voice will we listen to now and throughout 2017?
Who will I trust? Who is telling the truth? Jesus is the Way and
the Truth and the Life.
What hinders me from listening to Jesus, from believing, from
trusting Him? It is often my human reasoning. Matthew 16:8,
“O you of little faith, why do you reason among yourselves because you
have brought no bread?” Jesus reminded them of the two separate
incidents when thousands of people were fed from minute,
sacrificial gifts of food. After his blessing, baskets of food
remained.
This is the prophetic Word from the LORD I want to share
with you today: You must connect your present to the past.
Jesus has always helped us in the past, and we will connect His
trustworthiness to our present. Why? Because Jesus is the same
yesterday, today and forever. We must choose to listen to Jesus.
We must choose to trust Jesus. He will never leave us, and He
will never forsake us. What is the good report? We are forgiven,
healed and full of the Holy Spirit!

DAVID E. DELP, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

GIVING YOURSELF PERMISSION TO MOVE BEYOND BLAME
All of us who have been through a serious tragedy or crisis have had
to walk through a season of self-blame. “What if…?”
What if I had loved God more? What if I had prayed more, or better,
or differently? What if I’d taken more spiritual authority? What if I had
been worthy enough for God to love me more?
Its odd how we make things about ourselves. It’s actually a little
arrogant to assign ourselves a central role in so many of the things that
happen in the world.
When we survive a crisis or a tragedy, we are given the gift of a looking
glass into which we can peer and really see ourselves. I’ve experienced
looking in my bathroom mirror every morning and berating myself for
stupidity, but when you hold to the anchor of Christ, another image
starts to emerge in that mirror. Gradually I started seeing another image
looking back at me. The transforming image wasn’t a despicable man
who caused his own pain; rather, I began to see a familiar face somehow
miraculously merging with my own. I began to see Jesus in my face.
I began to identify just a wee little bit with his sufferings, compassion,
and humility. I began to identify with the man-Jesus who hung
torturously on a cross and looked heavenward into the face of his
once dotingly adoring heavenly Father saying, “My God…why have
You forsaken me.
I cannot identify with the immensity of His pain, but I can identify
with his massive “why.”
Here are a few related leadership principles that will help you
live joyfully and better lead those you love:

Everything Is Not Your Fault

You can’t live joyfully if you blame yourself for every bad thing that’s
happened. Admittedly, some things ARE our fault, but the majority of
the things for which we blame ourselves are not, and fault isn’t even
the main point if we want to heal and move into our purpose.
You can’t control the actions and decisions of others, nor can you
rewrite the consequences of things you cannot control.

With Christ...

Rev. Truman Smith, 91, of
Greenwood, passed away on
November
16, 2016. He
pastored
various
churches in
Illinois and
Indiana.

Rev. John E. Smith, 88, of West
Terre Haute,
passed away
on November
17, 2016.  He
and his wife,
Jean, pastored
in Tipton,
Crawfordsville,
West Terre Haute, and
Indianapolis.

Don’t Second Guess the Past

“What if ” is a game that must not be played in reverse. Learn from
the past. Understand the future in the context of the past. Be stronger
and better as a result of the things you’ve learned and experienced,
but be very cautious with the creation of alternate scenarios, because
alternate scenarios lead to alternate realities. We live where we live;
reality is reality.
Instead play “what if ” forward and positively. What if today I love my
wife like it is the last day I will have her with me? What if I apply myself
diligently to the revelation I’ve received? What if I live faithfully and
trust God’s grace? What if…? What might happen if…? and then live it.

Live in Partnership with God

Outcomes emerge from our obedience to God’s directives. I am of
the conviction that things and people are only eternally transformed
through a God-revelation. I cannot expect to bear great fruit outside
my gift, and neither can I position myself to effectiveness contingent
upon my earning it. You can’t create something transformational if
you think yourself unworthy of God’s grace. You can’t lead with a
profound spiritual horsepower until you’ve been beaten up several
times, and learned that you cannot make it through tough stuff unless
you rely upon the sufficiency of God.
If I can’t change my past, then why am I obtuse enough to think I
can really orchestrate my future. Oh yeah, I will be disciplined, I will
be determined, I will not quit, I will hear the heartbeat of the Father,
and I will doggedly and obediently pursue his plan, but I play just one
instrument, and my Father is the conductor. I have to trust he will
give me the right part, the right music, and the will to be tenaciously
obedient.
Sometimes nothing you did or did not do affected the outcomes of
your worst days. Choose to position yourself to live joyfully, and trust
that the destination is a very, very good place.
This article is a very condensed version of a post on David Delp’s blog on
November 9. To read the full article visit Calibrate360.com.

Rev. Jared Smith, 30, of Terre
Haute, passed
away on
November
21, 2016. He
was youth
pastor at Terre
Haute Victory
Christian Center and worked
as the program director and
Wabash Valley Teen Challenge.
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JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN'S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

PASTOR JEFF CARLSON JOINS DISTRICT STAFF
I frequently preached to the youth ministry I led while serving
at Merrillville Living Hope Church, the tried and true message
many of us have faithfully delivered to our people through the
years: God has a plan for your life. While we preach this message
to others, sometimes we are surprised when God actually has
a plan for our lives! Sometimes we’re
surprised at God’s decision to place
us in a certain place of leadership or
influence, or perhaps that He trusts
us enough to assign us a massive
Kingdom task. I’ve found myself
surprised at God’s plans for myself
and my family many times.
I received a call in 2005 from the chairman of the board of
Plainfield First Assembly. I was a 26-year-old know-nothing kid.
When I realized my soon-to-be friend, Bob, was going to ask
me to candidate for the position of lead pastor, I was seriously
surprised. I think I was speechless, which, if you know me,
doesn’t happen very often. This wouldn’t be the last time God
surprised me with His call.
Two years ago, my wife, Amy, and I felt a call to adopt a
sibling group of four from Poland.
This really surprised us as we
already had four biological children.
Nonetheless, we answered the call!
For the first several months, while
we raised money and finished up
paperwork, it all seemed like a dream
as God came through at every turn.
Finally, on June 19, 2015, Amy and
I found ourselves utterly surprised
by God’s call on our family as the
Polish judge read the court decree, changing our children’s
heritage and all our lives forever.
In mid-September, Amy and I found ourselves sitting in a room
with some of the best men and women I’ve ever known asking
us to come to the Indiana District office to help them with the
mission of God for Indiana. We were, once again, surprised
by where we found ourselves. I was really shocked God had
tapped us for this great big mission. I remain humbled by the
confidence Pastor Don, our Executive Presbytery, and the great
leadership of our district have in us.
Generally, when God gives us an assignment which surprises
us, we are able to look back over the unanswered questions
or other God-surprises in our lives and begin to understand
what He’s been doing. I’ve often said whatever someone is
going through right now isn’t really about right now...it’s about
what God intends to do through you in one of those future
surprise assignments.
As Amy and I look back over 15 years of ministry and 16 years
of marriage--across leaps of faith like adoption and relocating
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a church, through all the difficulty, the wins, the miracles, and
the surprises we’ve experienced in our lives--we are assured that
God has prepared us for just this moment. We feel this new
adventure isn’t just an exciting new mission, but this is leading
us into our life’s work--our life’s calling.
Yes, we have eight children, and they are the greatest thing
we’ve ever done. Our family is our first priority, and our children
love the ministry. Amy and I both have incredible spiritual
heritage and thank God for this every day. We met at our home
church of Elkhart Calvary Assembly when I was 15, and Amy
was 14. We married in 2000, as we both attended and graduated
from Central Bible College in 2001. I did my Master’s Degree
work at AGTS, graduating in 2009. We’ve lived a wonderful
life together and look forward to what God has in store in this
new chapter.
My heart burgeons with vision and passion for the assignment
which lies ahead. There is so much work to do – too many
communities with no full-Gospel witness and too many of our
great churches in need of new life. The good news is we have
the tools to get the job done. We have the anointed leadership
to accomplish the task. But most of all, we have the manifest
indwelling presence of God to empower every church, every
pastor, and every leader across our district! I love what God
is doing in Indiana, but I believe our greatest days still lie in
front of us!
I’d love to know how I can serve you. Email me. Call me.
Facebook me. It’s going to take ALL OF US to fulfill the mission
God has for Indiana. We shouldn’t be surprised God has chosen
YOU and ME to work together to accomplish his purposes. I
can’t wait to get started!!

DAVID DELP, MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

2017 Spring Area Ministers Meetings - Speaker: Linda Seiler
March 2 - Central - Greenwood Grace
March 9 - Northwest - Portage Crossroads Family Church
March 13 - Southwest - Evansville Good Shepherd
March 14 - Southeast - Madison First
March 16 - Northeast - North Manchester Sweetwater
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2016 YOUTH CONVENTION
We had an incredible time on November 18-19 at the downtown
Indianapolis Marriott Hotel for our annual Youth Convention! We
have been rejoicing in the days since, hearing so many testimonies
of the powerful impact that came out of the services this year!  
Speakers Johnnie Wilson and Jeff Countryman did an outstanding
job challenging us to experience unprecedented  “Surge” in our youth
ministries in the days to come. We thank the Lord for hundreds of
students who responded to the altar calls, along with so many youth
ministries that were transformed there!  
   Some of the awesome highlights of Convention included the
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powerfully anointed ministry from the Stephen Witt Worship Team out
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. We were thrilled to see nearly 300 students
who were honored for participating in our “1 in 5000” Campaign for
STL so far this year. We also PTL for the Goal Rush offering totaling
over $60,000 to go toward Speed the Light!  Sincere appreciation goes
out to Indiana Chi Alpha pastors, Ft. Wayne IMC, along with the
many others who helped make Convention a great success this year!
Sincere thanks also to so many churches and leaders across Indiana
who are praying, believing and dreaming with us for great things here
in Indiana!

STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

District Fine Arts Festival
April 7-8, 2017

First Assembly Community Ministries
Lafayette, IN

2017 SUMMER CAMP DATES
Fort Wayne First Assembly of God

Teen Camp 1 - June 5-9
Teen Camp 2 - June 12-16
Teen Camp 3 - June 19-23
Teen Camp 4 - June 26-30
Junior Teen Camp - July 5-8
Kids Camp 1 - July 10-14
Kids Camp 2 - July 21-23
Visit www.indianaag.org/
youth and click on the
Speed-the-Light link for
more information about
how you can become
involved with the "One in
Five Thousand" campaign
to raise funds for Speedthe-Light and Boys and
Girls Missionary Challenge.
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR
What happens when 942 women from 93 different churches get together for Vital
Conference? AMAZING things: women surrender their hearts to Christ, are baptized
in the Holy Spirit, lives are touched for eternity. Women are refreshed, renewed, restored
and the heart of our Good, Good Father is pleased. This year’s Vital Conference was
fabulous. Greenwood Grace did an outstanding job hosting us and were very flexible with
our unplanned growth. Debi Burnett touched our hearts with the truth of God’s Word,
and we were challenged to maintain our identity in Christ. As God's precesence filled the
atmostphere, women came together in unity and no one left disappointed. Can’t wait to
bring Martha Tennison in September 22-23, 2017, back to Greenwood Grace!
On October 31st and November 1st, we brought 70 women to the district office for
leadership, coaching, and Regional Encounter planning. It was a great time to brainstorm
some thoughts and prepare for 2017. Our Regional Encounter theme “Live Fully” is
adopted from the National Department and will serve well in our seven Encounters on
April 29th.
On June 3, 2017, we will launch our first ISOM Plus class for Women’s Ministry Leadership
Training and look forward to working together to see the churches across the District
blessed with women prepared to look up in worship, look in to build character, and look
out to minister to our missionaries and our community.
Please let us know if we can help with ministry to your women in any way.
Kathy
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DAN PONGRATZ, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

2017 MISSIONS THEME:

'BEYOND BORDERS'

If you are planning a missions festival or convention, please call our office for globes,
placemats, flags and other useful supplies. Call (317) 872-9812 and ask for the world
missions office or email Laura at worldmissions@indianaag.org. Materials are also
available from the National Leadership and Resource Center at: www.ag.org.

MISSIONARIES HOME
AND AVAILABLE

The Martha Room is
such a great blessing to
our missionaries. The
Ferguson’s came and were
able to load up with some
great items to help them
set up their home during
their time of itineration.
Thank you again, Indiana
women, for giving
sacrificially to serve our
Indiana missionaries in
such a personal way.

Kelly Delp – Career Missionary to France
kadelp@gmail.com - (317) 273-8578
David and Amy Dingman
Career Missionaries to Sensitive Country
david.amy@gmail.com – (765) 894-5549

Items for The Martha
Room will be collected at
Regional Encounters in
April or may be delivered
to the District Office
any time during the year.
For more information
about the items needed
to stock The Martha
Room, contact Women's
Ministries Director Kathy
Holdeman at
kathyh@lighthouse-ag.org.

Gary and Lori Ellison
Career Missionaries to Vanuatu
jgary.ellison@agmd.org – VM (317) 455-5453
Rich and Wanda Ferguson
Career Missionaries to Peru
richard.ferguson@agmd.org – (616) 734-9772
Nathan and Lisa Turney
Career Missionaries to Thailand
nathan.turney@agmd.org - (417) 840-5499

WORLD MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATES
Doug and Kristi Allee
Missionary Associates to Philippines
asalguod@gmail.com
Dan and Danielle McGill
Missionary Associates
dan.mcgill@ma.agmd.org - (251) 228-1807
Margaret Simkin
Missionary Associate to Morocco
(Live Dead Project )
margaret.simkin@ma.agmd.org
(219) 406-4835

NEW APP
AVAILABLE
AG World Missions has
a new app available for
download at your app
store. Follow all of our
Indiana missionaries
to get updates on
their progress, contact
information and options
for giving!
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NEWS AND VIEWS

2016 MINISTERS CONFERENCE: OCTOBER 24-25
at West Lafayette Connection Point Church

pPastor Zach Maddox, and the staff and volunteers at West
Lafayette Connection Point Church hosted this year's Ministers
Conference.
uDr. Carolyn Tennant offered incredible teachings based on her
book, "Catch the Wind of the Spirit." She encouraged us to be
adventurous and not to stay in our comfort zones; to throw away
our oars and trust the wind of the Holy Spirit to take us where we
should go.
uPastor Adam Howard and the worship team of Lafayette First
Community Ministries, led worship on Monday evening.

pSuperintendent Don Gifford, Dr. Carolyn Tennant and Pastor
David Delp, executive secretary.
quA reception hosted by the church followed Monday
evening's service. Dr. Tennant signed copies of her book on Main
Street after the service.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

uPastor Jeff Carlson and his family were
introduced as the newest addition to the
district office staff. Pastor Jeff begins
January 2nd as the Church Development
and Men's Ministries Director.

qIDAG Worship Director Paula

Gallaway, from Marion Lighthouse, led us
in worship on Tuesday morning.

pDr. Tennant blessed us with her insight
and prophetic blessings. Each minister
left with a new perspective on the fivefold ministry.

pWorld Missions Secretary Dan

Pongratz, introduced the missionaries
who were in attendance.

tThe altar times were personal and
a great time for God to speak to each
minister's heart.
tGreat Lakes and Indiana Chi Alpha
Director Jeff Alexander addressed the
ministers and prayed over the offering.
qMinisters were encouraged to pray for
one another.

pJim Walsh and his daughter, Torre Farmer, of Connection Point Church, led worship
on Tuesday afternoon.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

HIGHLIGHTS FROM FRENCH
AND BURMESE CHURCHES
Troy and Rebekah Teague were officially
installed as the new pastors at Clinton
Assembly of God on October 2, 2016,
in a special consecration service.
Pastor Jerry and Dawna Bates attended
the service. The Bates' served for six
months as interim pastors.

Fort Wayne Restoration Church
(French) is led by Pastor Francois and
Salima Mikobi. Restoration Church is
a PAC of Fort Wayne First Assembly of
God led by Pastor Ron Hawkins.

Indianapolis Faith Assembly of God
(Burmese) is led by Pastor John Thang
Tom and meets at Franklin Park Church.

Fort Wayne First Zo Assembly (Burmese)
is led by Pastor Mengpu H. Thang and his wife Has Niu. This church is a PAC of
Fort Wayne First Assembly led by Pastor Ron Hawkins.

Indianapolis International Christian
Assembly (Burmese) is led by Pastor
David Mung. This church meets at
Indianapolis Southwood Assembly led
by Pastor Keith Williams

Paxton James Holdeman was born
June 13, 2016, weighing 8 lbs. 10
oz., and measuring 20.5 inches long.
Congratulations to his proud parents,
Zach and Amy Holdeman!
Magnus
Samuel Dyer
was born on
August 8, 2016.
Congratulations
to his proud
parents,
Brendan and
Liz Dyer.

Superintendent Don Gifford installed
Matthew and Ketura Boldizsar as the
new pastors of Anderson Glad Tidings
at a special consecration service on
August 21, 2016.
Selah Grace
Taylor was born
September 8,
2016, weighing
7 lbs. 15 oz.,
and measuring
20.5 inches long.
Congratulations
to her proud
parents, Jonathan and Rebecca Taylor.
Piper Abigail Gorsuch was born
September 14, 2016, weighing 6 lbs.
8 oz., and measuring 19.5 inches long.
Congratulations to her proud parents,
Ron and Kristy Gorsuch!

Penelope Jane
Jorris was born
October 6,
2016, weighing
8 lbs. 2 oz., and
measuring 20
inches long.
Congratulations
to her proud
parents, Nathan and Sophia Jorris!

