DONALD G. GIFFORD, SUPERINTENDENT

A FINAL MESSAGE FROM DR. GEORGE O. WOOD
Assemblies of God General Superintendent George O. Wood
preached his last message to the General Council on Tuesday evening
(August 8, 2017) stressing the Fellowship’s historical reliance on the
Holy Spirit, while exhorting followers to keep Pentecostal practices
alive in the future, in the opening keynote address at the 57th General
Council in Anaheim, California.
Weaving a series of stories about the miraculous interventions of
the Holy Spirit in the lives of leaders and lay people in the 103 years of
the Assemblies of God, Wood outlined five attributes the Spirit uses to
assist Pentecostal believers in everyday life: He is our:
1. Friend – Jesus did not leave this earth without sending
us someone like Himself the Holy Spirit. John 14:16
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
counselor to be with you forever.” A friend is someone
who believes in you.
2. Attorney
3. Trainer – The Holy Spirit is like a life coach.
4. Benefactor – Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be
my witnesses.” We should be asking believers if they
have received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:2) and make sure
someone is praying with them to receive the promise
of the Father the enduement of power from on high
(Acts 8:14-17).
5. Scout
The Holy Spirit moves in the lives of 21st century Christians
the same way He did at the beginning of time and over a century
ago at the dawn of modern Pentecostalism, Wood declared. “At
this General Council, I pray that the Holy Spirit would hover
again over us in a remarkable way, bringing order out of
chaos,” Wood announced to a crowd of 6,600
(another 5,700 attended a separate youth
service).
Wood noted that the Holy Spirit
demonstrates intellect and feelings;
makes decisions, speaks, testifies,
teaches, prosecutes, intercedes, guides,
and reveals. He can be tested, lied to,
resisted, and insulted. “As a Divine
Person, the Holy Spirit is eternal, allknowing, all-powerful, and present
everywhere,” Wood said.
“Our Lord Jesus was conceived
by the Spirit, anointed by the Spirit,
empowered by the Spirit for ministry,
and raised from the dead by the
Spirit,” Wood said. “Ultimately we will
be raised from the dead by the same
Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead!”
Wood described how the Holy Spirit is a
friend. In his childhood, Wood confessed that he
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misunderstood that rather than a Person, he figured the Spirit was an
“it”, and indeed somewhat frightening: the Holy Ghost.
Yet Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as Comforter, who helps
alongside. Wood recounted how the Holy Spirit has empowered
him to preach despite shyness, saved him from a fatal car crash, and
encouraged him through a season of substantive depression.
“The Holy Spirit is a Friend of this Movement!” Wood said of
the AG, which has more than 68.5 million constituents worldwide in
368,000 churches.
Wood likened the Holy Spirit to an attorney — a prosecuting
attorney before people come to faith and a defense attorney afterwards.
He recounted instances in which the Spirit helps followers in their
weakness, interceding with groans that words cannot express.
As the young son of AG missionary parents in China, Wood
described how his father went out alone on horseback to evangelize
Tibetans, and how a tribal chief gave him a lethal dose of poison. Yet
at that moment, Wood said the Holy Spirit awakened his mother, who
prayed throughout the night in a language she knew and a language she
didn’t know.
The Holy Spirit, as an Advocate-Intercessor, literally saved his father’s
life, Wood said. He exhorted the crowd to engage in similar patterns of
intercessory prayer to transform their neighborhoods.
“The Holy Spirit is calling for a new generation of
intercessors,” Wood stated. “It is time for the Church
to wake up and impact this culture for Jesus! An
unloving Church and an unkind Christian will never
reach this world for Jesus.”
Wood urged listeners to be open to
sacrificial, daring, and formidable adventures. “Could
it be at this Council that the Spirit is impressing you
to do something extraordinary, something that on the
surface seems impossible, even ridiculous?” Wood
asked. “Listen to the Spirit! Because the Holy
Spirit is our Scout; He knows the way ahead.”
Wood noted that there are more than
20,000 U.S. communities without a
Pentecostal church. “As the Assemblies
of God, we cannot rest on past
accomplishments,” Wood said. “There
must be a fresh anointing upon the
Assemblies of God, a fresh impetus to
finish this task which the Spirit has
given us.”
The number one Core Value of
the Indiana District Assemblies
of God is the manifested
Presence of God. Come, Holy
Spirit, we need YOU!
https://penews.org/news/welcome-holy-spirit

DAVID E. DELP, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

COMMITTED TO LIVING A JOYFUL RIGHT NOW LIFE

William Bennett, in The Book of Virtues, tells the story of a magical silver ball
with a golden thread. The person holding the ball could pull the golden thread
and his life would fast-forward. A short tug on the thread would move them
several moments ahead, while a longer pull could skip days or even weeks. A boy
found this ball and was delighted to discover that he could skip the difficult parts
of his life. A short tug and a test in school was magically moved into his past. A
long-term courtship and anticipation of marriage could be hastened and be fastforwarded to his wedding day. At first, he was hesitant to pull the string, but as
he experienced the relief of fast-forwarding through the long waits and difficult
moments of his life, he pulled the golden thread increasingly more often. As you
might imagine, his life went by ever too quickly. He realized he not only skipped
the most difficult moments of his life, but he also forfeited the greatest joys of
life. He learned the same lesson we all eventually learn, the tough stuff of life
are the things that make it possible to experience the greatest joys.
When Donna and I married, we were warned that a second marriage with
layers of relationships typically requires about seven years for everything to sort
out. We don’t know exactly what that means, but we have found that there are
no short cuts to building relationships and a joyful life. Inspired by the story
of the silver ball with the golden thread, we’ve reminded ourselves that even if
we could skip some of the adjustment periods, and even if we could skip some
of the grief and loss we’ve experienced, we would choose not to do so. We’ve
found joy in our journey, and we’ve made a commitment to live joyful lives as
God has intended.
We do not need or want a fast-forward button or a reverse button. All that’s
necessary for living a joyful life is a willingness to embrace the path God has
given us today, right now, in the moment. “Pulling the thread” sacrifices the joys
of right now. We’ve decided to see the difficulties of the paths we’ve walked, not
as a burden to bear, but as a gift from God to embrace.
The Foundation of the Past
We value the past, we cherish the memories, but we realize the life behind
us is only valuable because it’s brought us to the joys of this present life. We
discovered a word that affects the way we think about the past. “Hiraeth" is
an archaic Welsh word for which there is no English equivalent. It basically
means, “Homesick for something that no longer exists.” “Hiraeth” is a longing
for something that will never be again. In life we must realize that the past is a
foundation; it is not something to be longed for. The past made us who we are.
The past has laid a deep foundation for building upon.

The past is usually something to be embraced, celebrated, and valued;
however, when the past becomes a chain that holds us in bondage and keeps us
from living the full life Jesus purchased for us, then we need freedom from the
past. Galatians 5:1 reads, “Christ has set us free to live a free life. So take your
stand! Never again let anyone put a harness of slavery on you. (MSG)” May God
grant you a life free from the bondage of the past, whether it be good memories
that you long for or bad memories you need delivered from. May you be free
to live God’s gift of a right now life. May you be free to build out your today,
whether it be in ministry, in family, or in life.
The Hope of the Future
Living in the past is the challenge of many; for me the tendency to live life
in the future is a great challenge. If we aren’t careful we will see the purpose of
today as solely making preparation for tomorrow. When we live with our total
focus on the future, we strip today of its joy and constantly and indefinitely
defer joy to another time. Pressing toward a desired future to the detriment of
living a joyful life right now is not freedom; it is bondage to the future. We must
lead forward, we must have vision, we must lay the foundations that determine
how high we can build tomorrow, but remember, we have to live joyfully today,
and we must do today those things that need not wait until tomorrow.
Experiencing the Joy of Right Now
Don’t defer life, leading, or ministry to another time, another day. Live life
right now. What does that mean? How do we do that?
#1 See the past as a foundation. Remember, but dispense with the nostalgic
feelings of wanting to return, wanting to live the past again. It was a foundation.
#2 See the future as a map for how to live right now. Your desired future is
reflected in the way you are living right now, so create the future by living your
life joyfully right now.
#3 Live life today, and it will prove to be the foundation for your life
tomorrow. I find myself sometimes focusing so much on the man I hope to be
someday, that I fail to appreciate the man I am today. I am leading where I am
right now, and I am leading toward where I hope to be someday. Live the life
you have today, while considering the one you are moving into, in the context
of the life behind you.
Let us purpose to not defer life to another time or another day. You really can
live joyfully right now!
This article has been abridged for print. View the unabridged version at Calibrate360.com/024.

September 2017 Area Ministers’ Meetings
Meeting Focus: Fellowship, Revitalization and Church Planting
Time: 6:30 p.m. in the host church time zone
Register online at www.indianaag.org/events
Tuesday, September 5 – Southwest – Princeton Oasis
Thursday, September 7 – Central – Indianapolis The Caring Place
Monday, September 11 – Northwest – DeMotte Calvary
Tuesday, September 12 – Northeast – Auburn Souls Harbor
Thursday, September 14 – Southeast – New Albany First
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With Christ...

Rev. O. Douglas Carter, 63, passed
away on July 21, 2017, at IU Health
Hospice House in Bloomington. He
was ordained and served as a minister
for almost 40 years. He served as lead
pastor of Ellettsville Assembly of God
for seven years before retiring in 2015.

Rev. Virl Murray, 75, passed away on
July 14, 2017, at Columbus Regional
Hospital. He was a minister of the
Gospel for over 50 years, serving
the last 26 years as the pastor of
Columbus Midway Assembly of God.
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS:
Donald G. Gifford, Superintendent
Ronald L. Bontrager, Assistant Superintendent
David E. Delp, Executive Secretary
EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS:
Mike Bean | Troy Boulware | Robby Bradford |
Greg Carter | Ralph Holdeman | Chad McAtee
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JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN'S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

BEGIN TO PRAY YOUR BRAVEST PRAYERS
Recently at the Influence Conference in Anaheim, California, Mark
Batterson spoke to the crowd about the importance of prayer. Pastor
Mark made a statement which riveted me to my core. He admonished
us to begin to pray to God our bravest prayers. The prayers we can
barely believe God for. Something ridiculous. Something maybe we’ve
prayed over and over and over again and which has gone un-answered.
The challenge was powerful….but I couldn’t think, in that moment, of
the bravest prayers I was currently praying.
Sometimes in our lives I think our ability to believe God is
diminished. Early in our walk with Jesus, particularly in our calling, we
pray brave prayers and believe God for great things. We work at it and
strive for it, all the while trusting He will do something ridiculous. We
listen to testimonies of His provision, or how a church here or there
is exploding. We hear about healings and miracles and ask God to do
these things in our ministries. Sometimes God answers those prayers
in extraordinary ways. But sometimes no matter how hard we pray or
how long we work or how passionately we believe, the answer from
God is simply “no.”
I’ve had some “no” answers in my life. A few years ago, my family
and I went on vacation, and I asked God to keep us from getting sick.
Seems like a simple request which wouldn’t require a ton of faith, and
at the time, I really needed a win. Then, a few days into vacation, my
wife became ill. One by one we all fell. After my youngest succumbed,
God and I had a conversation which shaped my life for the next few
years. I stopped asking God for brave things that night. My thought
was if He couldn’t even keep us from getting sick, why ask him for
anything bigger? I still believed He COULD….I just wasn’t convinced
He WOULD.
Two years later I still wasn’t praying brave prayers. Our church
was in the midst of a church plant. We had a great plan and did a
lot of the right things. Launching Easter Sunday with a launch team
of 40 wonderful people, our attendance was a whopping 48. I was
expecting hundreds. I went home that day, all my unbelief confirmed,
and wept bitterly with the Lord in my yard shed (everyone hits rock
bottom somewhere). I cried. I complained. Then I repented. The Lord
graciously reminded me of that vacation a few years back, and how I
stopped praying brave prayers over something relatively small. He said,
“Son, this is the same test. Will
you still believe even though what
you see is not what you wanted?”
The tears flowed freely now as
two years of bitterness and pain
were released from my soul.
Since that Sunday afternoon
in 2014, God has done a deep
work of faith in me. For a while,
I still struggled to ask God for
brave things, but I did it anyway.
I couldn’t see in that season what
God was doing. I know now He
was at work strengthening my
faith. Proverbs 24:10 says, “If
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you falter in times of trouble, how small is your strength?” Now I
understand if God hadn’t taken me through those few years of trial
and discipline, I’d have never believed him during our adoption. I’d
never have prayed and believed for the brave prayers I prayed for that.
And I’d certainly not be able to pray some of the ridiculous things I’m
praying now for the Kingdom of God in Indiana!!
In that season, as God worked in my heart, I learned a little about
praying brave prayers.
First, brave prayers have to actually be prayed to be answered. James
says we don’t receive because we don’t ask in faith believing. The
author of Hebrews says without faith it’s impossible to please God.
One of his criteria is believing God rewards those who earnestly seek
Him. If we won’t dare to ask Him for ridiculous things, we’ll never
receive those rewards reserved for those who seek Him. What are
the ridiculous things you’re hoping for in your heart but not actually
turning into brave prayers?
Second, they cannot be prayed with wrong motives. James also says
when we ask with wrong motives we cannot receive what we’ve asked
for. I know I’ve often asked God for brave things, but with selfish
motivation. We have to introspect our own hearts before we pray the
brave prayer. It is possible to ask for the right things but with the wrong
motives. God cannot answer this prayer, not because He’s begrudging
us blessing, but to protect us from the selfish ambition which so easily
pollutes our motivations. The motive of the pray-er is as important as
the prayer itself.
Finally, all of our brave prayers must be prayed according to the
will of God. Jesus said we can have anything we ask….as long as we
ask according to His will. Being comfortable with God’s sovereignty
is a tall order for many of us. Mark Batterson’s brave prayer was for
a personal healing, but God didn’t answer for 30 years! Praying brave
prayers requires absolute trust in His sovereignty to answer “yes” or
“no” in His perfect timing.
Since that long drive home from California, I’ve begun to pray some
incredibly brave prayers. I’m asking God for every church to multiply
at least once by 2030 and for all pastors to see themselves as God’s
plan for their community and church. I’m asking God to multiply
the Kingdom in the forgotten places. I’m asking God for $2 million
dollars for church planting and
revitalization. I’m asking God
that every single community and
every single person in Indiana
will be within reach of a healthy,
Spirit-filled church.
What are the brave prayers you’re
praying? Are you struggling to
believe God and pray the bravest
prayers of your life? Maybe that’s
the first brave payer you should
pray….and ask God to do an
incredible work in YOU!

DAVID DELP, MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

ISOM LAUNCHES ADVANCED CHURCH LEADERSHIP TRACK
The Advanced Church Leadership Track launched at the Indiana
School of Ministry in its August 26th session. This track is designed to
fit with the Church Life Cohort model utilized by the Indiana District
for the past 10 years. The Advanced Church Leadership Track will be
ideal for those pastors and church leaders desiring an introduction to
the cohort process, or those simply wanting to go deeper in focused
practical studies in functions vital to the local church. This track is
designed with both pastoral leaders and local church leaders who give

oversight to a particular church function. Our focus will be seeking
God’s direction and vision regarding each of the functions, exploring
systems appropriate to each church’s ministry context, and building a
strategic plan for each of the functions based upon the revelation of
the Holy Spirit to each unique church and community. Registration will
be available through the ISOM website beginning in early summer at
http://isom.indianaag.org.

ISOM ADVANCED CHURCH LEADERSHIP TRACK

• Leading Teams: How to develop and recruit teams, how to lead
		 teams, team dynamics in the local church, and effective leadership.
		(February 2018)
• Conflict Management: How to navigate conflict in the local church
		 and in leadership teams. How to manage interpersonal conflicts in
		 the context of ministry. (March 2018)
• Local Church Evangelism: Relationship evangelism, cultural
		 context, training people for evangelism, and building evangelistic
		 campaigns and emphasis. (May 2018)
• The Spiritual Life of the Leader: The life and spirituality of the
		 leader, servant leadership, spiritual leadership principles and
		 methods, and the role of the Holy Spirit in leadership. (June 2018)
• Church Leadership: Establishing the Church’s Values, Mission,
		 Vision, & Strategies and an overview of methods and systems.
		(August 2018)

• Connecting People: Establishing assimilation structures,
		 developing and leading small groups, building and providing
		 pastoral care networks. (September 2017)
• Finances and Stewardship: Funding and resourcing the vision,
		 vision & giving campaigns, establishing and leading the church
		 budget, teaching and developing stewardship. (October 2017)
• Lifting the Spiritual Life of the Church: A theology of prayer,
		 private, semi-public, and public prayer in the church, prayer
		models, how to lift the devotional life of the people.
		(December 2017)
• Discipleship and Ministry Structures and Methods: How to
		 make disciples, encouraging and training your people to make
		 disciples, developing and leading discipleship structures in the
		 church. (January 2018)
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

A FEW HIGHLIGHTS FROM INDIANA SUMMER CAMPS

Indiana 2017-18 TBQ League Registration

Please register online and then mail in your fees
to the Indiana District office. All teams desiring to participate
in all the league meets must register their teams.
Registration fees cover League Meet 2 through State competition.
Visit http://indiana-tbq.weebly.com/registration.html
to register your teams by October 24th.
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Meet Dates
October 14th - Meet #1
December 2nd - Meet #2
January 13th - Meet #3
February 10th - Meet #4
March 10th - State Competition

STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

Teen, JR Teen and Kids Camp
2017 Altar Results:
Salvations/Rededications: 558
Filled/Refilled with Holy Spirit: 680
Healings: 237
Called into Ministry: 183

FAMILY DAY

Girls Ministries and Rangers
September 9, 2017
Regional Locations:
Northeast/Northwest:
Moose Lake Village Adventure (LaOtto, IN)
Central: Conner Prairie (Fishers, IN)
Southeast: Clifty Falls Adventure (Madison, IN)
Southwest: Lark Ranch (Loogootee, IN)

WILL YOU BE PART
OF THE MIRACLE?

2017 Indiana Goal: $1 Million
from STL and BGMC combined!
We are asking for all of our
student ministries across
Indiana to be
1 Gospel Centered;
2) Spirit Empowered;
and 3) Personally
Responsible to reach the
lost around the world in 2017.

In 2017 we are believing for:

• 5,000 students/adults to give $100
• 500 students/adults to give $1,000
Those giving $100 or more receive a “1 in 5000” T-shirt!
Those giving $1,000 or more will receive the T-shirt and VIP
status at Youth and Kids Convention!

Together we can do this!
JBQ Registration Deadline for the 2017-18 season is Sept. 9, 2017
Visit http://www.indianajbq.com/ to learn more.
Meet Dates
Oct. 7/Sept 30 (NE); November 11th; January 6th;
February 3rd; March 3rd; and State: March 17
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

INDIANA WOMEN MAKING AN IMPACT!
ISOMplus - Our first ever ISOMplus Women’s Leadership Training
Day was a huge success with 76 women attending from 43 different
churches. We spent the day talking about the needs of women, how to
create a Women’s Leadership Team, and ministry possibilities. Consider
this many churces pouring into women and seeing mighty things
happen! We are believing for a revival of women across our district
that will transform the lives of our communities for eternity’s sake.

Vital Conference 2017 Goal: 1000 Women

We are so blessed to have Martha Tennison returning to Indiana. We
are anticipating a mighty move of God and know that we will experience
Pentecost! Our theme, “I Choose,” is at the heart of our world today. We
are all making so many choices but often don’t realize the value placed on
those choices. Everything you are, or ever hope to be, revolves around
your CHOICE! Our goal for Vital Conference is for every women in
attendance to choose JESUS! Hope to see you at Vital!

Mite Offering - Don’t forget your church’s "Mite Offering"!
This offering will help with our $10,500 goal to purchase 21 bunk
beds for Lake Placid Conference Center. Every Offering Counts!
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Visit Our New Website at http://wms.indianaag.org

JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

Missionaries and Indiana
leaders gathered for dinner
in June for the Missionary
Renewal in Springfield,
Missouri.

world Missionaries
Home and Available
Gary and Lori Ellison
Career Missionaries to Vanuatu
jgary.ellison@agmd.org
VM (317) 455-5453
Herb and Karen Johnson
Career Missionaries to Philippines
herb.johnson@agmd.org
Lisa Russi
Career Missionary to France
lisa.russi@gmail.com
(219) 615-1708
Greg and Lisa Webby
Global Workers to Sensitive Country
greglisa@emailplus.org

world missionary
associates
Home and Available
Doug and Kristi Allee
Missionary Associates to Philippines
asalguod@gmail.com
Dan and Danielle McGill
Missionary Associates
to United Kingdom
dan.mcgill@ma.agmd.org
(251) 228-1807
Alyssa Ruble
Missionary Associate to Tanzania
alyssa.ruble@ma.agmd.org
(317) 919-1526
Scott and Anna Seiple
Missionary Associates
to Sensitive Country
egseiple@gmail.com
(270) 938-7068
Margaret Simkin
Missionary Associate to Morocco
(Live Dead Project)
margaret.simkin@ma.agmd.org
(219) 406-4835
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NEWS AND VIEWS

puOn June 1, 2017, we had
16 potential credential holders
at credential orientation.
Thanks to Executive Secretary
David Delp and Credentials
Specialist Faith Bradshaw
for their impartation into
these candidates. We are
grateful for the seven ordained
ministers who prayed over the
candidates, shared communion
with them, and led relational interviews. Superintendent Don Gifford shared words to the elders,
overseers and shepherds from I Peter 5 and Acts 20. Diane Gifford led worship and Pastor Tim Davis
led the communion service.

puOn June 25, 2017,
Pastor Don and Diane Gifford
were honored to minister at
Lyons Assembly of God with
Pastor Gerald and Reavia
DeVore. Pastor DeVore wasn't
able to attend district council
in May to receive his 50-year
ordination certificate, so
the Giffords took the special
recognition to him and Reavia
(his wife of 63 years). They
were joined by Chi Alpha
Missionary Associate Jordan and Jessica Lutz. The Lutzes
presented a shepherd's staff to Pastor DeVore and a praying wife
figurine to Reavia.

pqOn June 18, 2017, Pastor Don and Diane Gifford
ministered at Lafayette Eastside AG for the installation and
consecration service of Pastor Wayne and Melanie McGuire.
The McGuires have three children. Their son, Andrew McGuire, is
youth pastor at Greenwood Grace AG. It was an honor for Pastor
Dean Grabill to pass the baton from one generation to the next.

puOn July 30, 2017, Executive Secretary
David Delp installed Pastor Matthew and
Crystal Anderson as the new pastors of
Rochester Safe Harbor. Pastor Matt's dad,
Mark, was there to pray over him for the
installation service.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

pqSuperintendent Don and Diane Gifford installed Pastor Jason

and Amy Dailey as the new pastors of Madison Assembly of God at a
special consecration/installation service on August 14, 2017. Diane
gave Amy a praying wife figurine and spoke words over her. We are
excited for the Dailey family and believing God for great days ahead!

A featured speaker at the 2017 Assemblies of God General Council Influence Conference and teaching
pastor at National Community Church in Washington D.C., Dick Foth is known as a pastor, author, and
storyteller. He speaks at conferences, civic groups, and churches most often on the theme of
relationship building. Dick and his wife Ruth live in Colorado. They have four adult children.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

at Indianapolis Lakeview Church

Register at www.indianaag.org/events by October 1st

Minister’s Wives/
Women in Ministry
retreat
March 5-6, 2018
at Wooded Glen
Retreat and conference center
Henryville, Indiana

Speaker: susanne cox

