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lessons learned at home: ten homes jesus visited
(According to the Gospel of Mark)

 I am using Dr. George O. Wood’s devotion on the Gospel of Mark 
entitled “Fearless: How Jesus Changes Everything,” along with my daily 

Bible reading and study notes to read the 
Bible through in 2016. Each believer’s home 
must have a Th e Place to meet with the 
heavenly Father, as well as dedicated time 
for their spouse, family and friends. I have 
been giving emphasis this year to the private, 
personal and home life of the minister 
and leaders in the church. What will be 
reproduced in our lives is not necessarily our 
public image but, more so, our private lives 
that only Jesus or our families see at home.

     As a minister my most important message 
will not be what I preach from the pulpit, but the message I preach when 
only God or my family is the audience. Listed below are the ten homes 
that Jesus visited as noted in the Gospel of Mark:

1. Mark 1:29-30 - Th e home of Simon and Andrew where Jesus 
 healed Simon’s mother-in-law.
2. Mark 2:1-12 - Th e home where four men tore a hole in the roof 
 dropping down their paralyzed friend whom Jesus forgave his 
 sin and healed him.
3. Mark 2:15-17 - Levi or Matthew’s home where Jesus ate with 
 sinners and tax collectors.
4. Mark 3:20 - Th e home where Jesus and his disciples could not 
 even eat because too many people heard he was there. His 
 family thought Jesus was losing his mind and the teachers of the 
 Law accused him of being demon possessed.
5. Mark 5:37-43 - At Jairus’ home Jesus raised a 12-year-old girl 
 from the dead.
6. Mark 7:17-19 - Jesus was teaching his disciples about food that 
 doesn’t defi le but evil that comes out the heart.
7. Mark 7:24f - Jesus enters a house and wants it to be a secret so 
 they could rest. Jesus is found out and delivers a little girl of 
 demon possession. 
8. Mark 9:33-35 - Jesus is in Capernaum in a house where he has 
 a discussion with his disciples concerning their arguments, so he 
 teaches about how to be fi rst.
9. Mark 10:10-12 - In a house Jesus engages his disciples about the 
 subject of divorce and adultery. 
10. Mark 14:3 - Jesus is in the home of Simon the leper where a 
 woman came to worship by pouring expensive perfume on 
 his head. 

What lessons are taught in our homes?
• Healing •  Forgiveness 
• Fellowship with sinners •  Not allowing Satan to divide us
• Resurrections •  Teaching
• A place of rest     •  Modeling value and respect  
• Value in your marriage and family   •  Worship

Some observations about what should be happening in our homes:
 •  Our homes should be a place of healing, not just physically, but 
emotionally and mentally. Dr. Wood points out most of Jesus’ miracles 
and healings were an interruption to his schedule. We have many 
interruptions in our homes. May we see them as possible “divine 
appointments” and intervention (Mark 1:29-35).
 •  Our homes are places where human beings interact with each other.  
At times there is confusion and pain, even things that paralyze us. Jesus 
taught us to forgive others as Christ forgave us. An outline I use to help 
me know if I have forgiven someone has been when I stop cursing, 
nursing, and rehearsing my pain. God can then reverse my pain, heal 
the wound, and allow a scar to form until I am healed. I may be left  with 
a scar (Jesus had scars), but I will use the scars as a reminder that God 
healed me (Mark 2:1-2).
 •  Jesus was a friend of sinners, so our homes should be places where 
we entertain, without compromise, those who are unsaved. I vividly 
remember when Holy Spirit asked me who were my unsaved friends 
(Mark 2:15-17).
 •  Our family may, at times, misunderstand our faith and calling.  
Some of our closest brothers and sisters may be believers in the family of 
God.  Do not allow Satan to bring division (Mark 3:20).

•  Our homes should be a place of resurrections, where hope is 
given and not despair. Fathers, do not exasperate your children 
(Mark 5:37-43).
 •  Th e church must not become the only place where our family 
receives teaching from the Word of God. As a husband, be responsible 
that your wife has time for personal devotion. Your children must see 
and know you read the Bible and pray (Mark 7:17-19).
 •  Jesus wanted for his disciples and for himself to get away where 
no one could get to them. May there be regular times when your home 
becomes a sanctuary away from the busyness of life and where you can 
enjoy one another without interruption (Mark 7:24-30).
 •  We are called to be servants, especially in our homes, to honor and 
respect others more than ourselves (Mark 9:33-35).
 •  Adultery in our marriages is one of the most selfi sh acts a man or 
woman could commit against God, their spouse, children, family and 
church. Purposely invest in your mate to help make them the person 
God wants them to be (Mark 10:10-12).
 •  Worship should be taking place in our homes. Worship that cost me 
nothing is meaningless. When we pay our bills, the fi rst check written 
or paid online should be our 10% percent to the Lord, plus missions 
off erings, alms giving, and being obedient to whatever additional giving 
He asks of us. Worship in our homes also includes being comfortable if 
Jesus were to sit down and watch programs we view on television and  
DVD or the computer games we play. Jesus said he wants his house to be 
a House of Prayer (Mark 14:3-9).

Donald G. Gifford
Superintendent
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 When this issue of the Envoy goes to the 
printer, we will have completed another 
round of Area Ministers’ Meetings. I love 
the connection opportunity aff orded by 
these meetings. Usually, between 450 to 
550 of our Indiana ministers and spouses 
participate in these meetings. We encourage 
all credentialed ministers, their spouses, 
and church pastoral staff  to participate.
 Since we transitioned away from 
traditional “sections” to “areas” several 
years ago, these meetings were established 
as connection points for all of our ministers. 
Th ey are important to the life of our Indiana 
fellowship. We have district council, 
ministers’ conference, and various other 
district-wide events, but these area meetings 
give ministers an opportunity to connect in 
a smaller, somewhat localized, and more 
relationally conducive setting. 
 Th e topic is not the most important thing 
in the meeting, but nightly, I shared a few 
things about which I am passionate. I want to 
take a moment to rehearse three challenges 
I presented to those in attendance. 
 In my experience of pastoring, visiting, 
ministering in, consulting, and observing 
many churches, it is my belief that the most 
critical obstacles for the forward movement 
of a church are, respectively, (1) having an 
adequate spiritual foundation to support 

the mission of the church and (2) having 
enough equipped leadership to implement 
the vision. 
 Some target goals to consider in both 
strengthening the spiritual foundations 
and equipping spiritual leaders for ministry 
include the following: 

1) Personal and Corporate Prayer and 
Devotions
 40% of the people of the church must 
engage in regular personal prayer and 
devotions. If a church is to have the spiritual 
“horsepower” to sustain a healthy spiritual 
atmosphere in a church of 100 people, 
at least 40 of them have to be engaged in 
personal spiritual growth. How will we teach 
our people consistency in their personal 
spiritual devotional life? How will we hold 
our leaders accountable to this necessary 
personal growth?
 For every 100 people in a church, 10 man-
hours of prayer every week are necessary to 
support the spiritual forward movement 
of God’s vision for the church. God’s work 
is a spiritual work. We need corporate and 
unifi ed prayer for God’s purposes to move 
His vision forward. 
 To move a God-vision forward, 10% of the 
total number of attendees must be equipped 
to lead and 30% equipped as workers. Th is 

core of 40% is minimally the 40% that must 
be engaged in a personal spiritual devotions. 

2) Development of “Timothies”
 Finally, who are your “Timothies?” Who 
are the people you pour into one-on-one 
or one-on-fi ve, etc.? Public proclamation 
from the front of the room is ordained 
and important; relational connection with 
a few that we are pouring into is essential. 
I challenge every minister to answer the 
question, “Who are the few you are pouring 
into who can in turn pour into others?”
 Some of these questions we consider in 
depth in our cohorts, but these are a few 
challenges you can consider: (1) How are we 
encouraging people to personal devotion? 
(2) How are we engaging our people in 
praying the vision forward? (3) Who are 
those we take on as “Timothies” to disciple 
them through relationship for long-range 
Kingdom multiplication?
 During the AMMs I distributed two 
booklets: one about spiritual stewardship 
and the other about establishing a core 
prayer team in your church. If you email me 
at daviddelp@indianaag.org. I will send you 
an electronic copy of these two booklets. 

Rev. Robert Nathan, 90, of Fort 
Wayne, 
passed away 
on Friday, 
November 27, 
2015. Robert 
was a pastor 
with the Fort 
Wayne First 
Assembly - 
Deaf Chapel 

for many years. He pioneered 
Deaf churches in Ohio, California, 
Michigan, and Indiana. 

Rev. William “Bill” Parks, 62, of 
Ligonier, went 
home to be 
with the Lord 
following a 
courageous 
battle with 
cancer, on 
January 18. 
Bill married 
his wife, 

Esther Smith, on August 19, 
1972; she survives. Also surviving 
are their beloved sons, Ryan 

(Kelly) Parks of Avilla; Jared 
(Lindsey) Parks of Terre Haute; 
and Neal (Melissa) Parks of 
Ligonier; and nine grandchildren. 
Bill pastored for 35 years (six 
years in Crawfordsville, and 29 
years at Ligonier Trinity Assembly 
of God).

With Christ... Important
Credential Dates:
Upcoming Credential Orientation 
for All Applicants Who Are New 
to Indiana: Certifi ed & Licensed - 
May 24, 2016 

Summer Exams for Certifi ed and 
Licensed:  July 7, 2016
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Dan Pongratz
church development 
director

Indianapolis People’s Church Launches  by Pastor Chris Smith

 My wife, Jamie, our two kids: Jace and Cali, and I moved back to 
Indianapolis in June of 2014, following God’s call to seek a pastorate back 

in our hometown. When we moved back we had 
no idea how that was going to fl esh out until we 
received a call from our Pastor Herbert Cooper, 
senior pastor of People’s Church in Oklahoma 
City. Pastor Herbert asked us if we would want 
to start a People’s Church campus in Indianapolis. 
We knew immediately this was the path God 
wanted us to take. We were on staff  at People’s 
Church in Oklahoma City for 6 1/2 years. Th at 

started the process to become the fi rst PAC church in Indiana coming from 
another district. So far it’s been an amazing journey, and we have been 
blessed by the support of the Indiana District and multiple A/G churches 
in Indianapolis! It has been amazing to see the Church come together to 
build God’s kingdom. We thank God for those A/G churches that have let 
us borrow sound systems, offi  ce space, equipment, fi nancial support, and 
lots of prayers.

 In January of 2015, we started the 
journey of launching Indianapolis 
People’s Church. We had six 
months of building our launch 
team with meeting lots of people 
and having Vision Nights twice a 
month. In May, we locked in our 
location, which is Fall Creek Valley 
Middle School on the northeast 
side of Indianapolis. Our grand 
opening was on Sunday, August 16, 
2015. We had 311 in attendance, 
and have since seen at least one person make a commitment to Christ 
every Sunday! Currently, we are running around 300 people in attendance 
and have already baptized 61 people in water! God is so good! Jamie and I 
love being back in Indianapolis, are thankful for our relationship with the 
Indiana District, and are excited to see all God is going to do!

 Our fi rst Sunday was February 12, 2006. We had agreed to the request 
from Pastor Ron Hawkins, of Fort Wayne First Assembly of God, to step 

out of our part-time role with First Assembly and 
fi ll in for two months. We had done these fi ll-in 
assignments before and really enjoyed meeting 
new people who were all part of this Body of 
Christ. Little did we know God had other plans.
 Th at fi rst Sunday was rough. We went 
from a service with over 800 people to a service 
with 10. Th e building was freezing because the 
temperature was set at 55 degrees to help save 

money. Th e worship team had fi ve people on the platform. During those 
fi rst few Sundays the team led worship songs to an almost empty room. 
Th ese faithful people would sing their hearts out, using a piano that had 
keys that no longer worked and sound equipment that would pick up the 
local radio station (usually during the message). We had no computer.   
 Th en it happened, one by one, we met the people that made up Kendallville 
Assembly of God. We knew what God wanted. As we drove away from the 

church on our second Sunday, we began to weep. Th ere was no doubt God 
had called us to Kendallville to serve permanently. Th is was His plan.
 Ten years later, the church’s best attendance may be over 75 people, 
yet that is not the best part of the story. To date, we support 16 world 
missionaries and three Chi-Alpha missionaries. We have seen dozens of 
people from ages 20 to 75 be fi lled with the Holy Spirit and too many 
miraculous healings to count. We now enjoy services that include up to 
27 children from newborn to junior high. People’s lives continue to be 
touched and transformed by the power and presence of God.

Monroes celebrate 10 years at kendallville  by Pastor Bob Monroe

 Obedience can be hard at times. Chastity and I always determined 
in our hearts from the very beginning of our ministry, that no matter 

what God called us to do or where 
He called us to go, we would without 
hesitation follow His plan for our 
lives. We have left  family, friends, 
comfort, and everything we’ve ever 
known to follow where God would 
lead us. It hasn’t always been easy, but 
it’s always been rewarding. 
    Imagine the diffi  culty when we felt 
the call, not only to move across the 

country for the fi ft h time, but to plant a church. Planting a church was 
never even on our radar. Moving from Orlando, Florida to Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, was tough in itself. We spent time fasting, praying and really 
seeking God’s direction in what would become our greatest test of faith 
to date. 
 Th e Indiana District leadership has been an invaluable resource to us 
in our development. Th ey have stood by our side, walked with us every 
step, and continue to be a blessing in every way. 
 Fort Wayne Next Level Church has just wrapped up our fi rst month of 
services, and God has shown us so much. From the very beginning of our 
process in planting, to the fi nal moments of our most recent service, God 
has shown us tremendous favor through it all. 

Fort Wayne Next Level Church Plant begins  by Jonathan Meyer
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David delp
ministerial development 

director

 As we wrap up our seventh year of Indiana School of Ministry 
(ISOM), we celebrate the 615 students from 147 of our churches 
who have participated in ISOM since its inception. Many of these 
students have strengthened their ministry in our churches, many 
have become pastoral staff  members, and at least 18 of our students  
are now serving as senior pastors of one of our Indiana churches. Th e 
vision continues. 
 Th e purpose and aim of ISOM is partnership with our churches 
and pastors by providing a study component for the development 
of men and women who have a call of God upon their lives, either 
for greater service within their community and local church or to 
prepare for vocational ministry. ISOM’s chief aim is to partner with 
pastors. ISOM can never provide the mentoring and life discipleship 
that the leadership of our local churches can and should provide to 
students on the local level, but we can partner to provide an aff ordable, 
practical, and relational delivery vehicle for courses that will help lift  
the students. Most of our students are not on a credential path, but 
many are. Within the context of relationship, we diligently work to 
connect them to ministry insights and perspectives that would be 
diffi  cult to gain within the sole context of their local situation, and 
we work to help them understand whether or not credentialing with 
the Assemblies of God is necessary for the ministry in which they are 
engaged, or in which they desire to become engaged. 
 We are thankful for the heart of our churches and pastors to “lend” 
their “Timothies” to us that we may have a sacred opportunity to 
share in the investment made into their lives. 
 While we will launch our eighth year in August, students may 
enter ISOM with any class and proceed at their own pace. Visit 
http://isom.indianaag.org for information and registration details. 

ISOM: The Vision Continues
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Steve Furr
student Ministries
Director

Teen Camp I ..................June 6-10 ..........................Jayme Montera
Teen Camp 2 .................June 13-17 ........................Jayme Montera
Teen Camp 3 .................June 20-24.........................Scotty Gibbons
Teen Camp 4 .................June 27 - July 1 ....................... Jeff Grenell
Junior Teen Camp .........July 5-9 .............................. Jason Alvarado 
Kids Camp 1 ..................July 11-15 ................................ Barry Jorris
Kids Camp 2 ..................July 18-21 ................................ Barry Jorris

2016 summer Camp Dates 2015 SPEED-THE-LIGHT LEADERS
CHURCH NAME  LEAD PASTOR YOUTH PASTOR            2015 STL GIVING

OVERALL LEADER         
 
Franklin First  Phillip Cur  s Ma   Furnish  $12,031.25
DIVISION I LEADERS         
 
Valparaiso Heartland  Phillip Willingham Ma  hew Willingham  $10,000.00
Greenwood Grace AG  Wayne Murray Andrew McGuire  $  5,000.00
Fort Wayne First  Ronald Hawkins Phil Borjas   $  4,424.70
DIVISION II LEADERS
Elle  sville First  Ronnie Hinson Sean Nelson  $  6,044.58
Mooresville Springhill Mark Wright Jacob Cowart  $  4,225.00
Hobart Assembly  Ryan McDowell Miguel Val  erra  $  4,208.40
DIVISION III LEADERS
Michigan City Faith  William Barnes Stephen Lehman  $  5,600.00
Bloomington Highland Faith Richard Deckard Spring Terrell  $  5,050.00
Evansville Oak Hill  Jay Nicoson Chris  an Meranda  $  4,914.48
DIVISION IV LEADERS
Warsaw Abundant Life Anthony Green Jeremy Shepherd                $  2,000.00
Indianapolis Harves  me Elaine Moody Dana Moody  $  1,500.00
Shelby Faith Missions  Jack Virgin     $  1,270.00

TOTAL GIVING YEAR 2015
$166,204.04

STL DOES MORE THAN HELP OUR MISSIONARIES REACH THE LOST......
IT BUILDS A PASSION FOR MISSIONS IN THE HEARTS OF OUR STUDENTS

A League Top Quizzers

A League First Place Team 
Elkhart Calvary

Middle School 
League Top Quizzers

Middle School 
League First Place 
Team Indianapolis 
Lakeview

Adventure League 
Top Quizzers

Adventure League 
First Place Team 
Columbia City 
Victory

Teen bible quiz Top Quizzers and First Place teams
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Ministers and Their Men 
Raising Up Mighty Men

Oct. 7-8, 2016 | New Palestine Church52

Speaker: Larry Stockstill

Fun Arts Rules and Registra  on informa  on available online at:
ce.indianaag.org/children/fun-arts or call (317) 872-9812, ext. 104

2015 BGMC Giving Leaders
1st   Fort Wayne First ..........................$12,698.92 

2nd  Greenfi eld Realife .........................  $3,222.00 

3rd Covington First A/G .......................$3,015.00

4th   Logansport Life Gate ......................$3,000.00

5th Indianapolis Lifeway ......................$2,537.43

6th  Indianapolis Caring Place ...............$2,500.00

7th North Manchester Sweetwater .....$2,400.00

8th  Angola Assembly ...........................$2,200.00

9th LaPorte Assembly ..........................$2,178.90

10th Indianapolis Lakeview ....................$2,025.00

Introducing... 

2016 Indiana Speed the Light & BGMC Goal is $500,000 and we are confident
that we can reach it if we all work together!

Will you be a part of the miracle? 
We are asking everyone who has a heart for missions….and everyone with a

heart for kids and students developing a heart for missions…..to personally give
at least $100 in 2016 and be a part of the “ONE IN FIVE THOUSAND”miracle.

Together we can do this! 
Those who give at least $100 will receive their own “I Am One In Five Thousand”
t shirt to help motivate and inspire others to join us in this amazing opportunity.

Give Online 
Go to youth.indianaag.org to give online or give to your church marking clearly

STL or BGMC

Celebrate Together 
We will be celebrating together at camps and youth convention recognizing
those who are giving and showing what God is doing through STL and BGMC.
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Kathy Holdeman
Women’s Ministries

director

We are so excited about the things that are happening 
through Indiana Women’s Ministries. God is showing up 
and showing up BIG!!! We determined that we needed 
to formulate a mission statement for Indiana Women’s 
Ministries, and God gave us the desire to see women 
“Looking Upward - Looking Inward - Looking Outward. 
This is our goal. As women come on board with this 
mission. We know that they will be healthy in Jesus and 
in His church.

Last November, we had nearly 60 women come together 
for the planning of our Regional Encounter with the 
theme, “Selah: Finding Rest for Your Soul.” We are 
believing for a mighty move across our district as women 
gather at seven different churches. There will time for the 
preaching of the Word, worship, workshops to strengthen 
your women in practical life, fellowship, and lunch will be 
provided. We hope you are registered and that you plan 
to attend with a group of your women. As a result, your 
women will be refreshed to do the work of the ministry.

We are currently making preparation for our Vital 
Conference, September 23-24, at Greenwood Grace. 
Mark your calendar. This year we are going to a whole 
new level.

Please know, if we can help you, your women’s group, 
pastor’s wives, or credentialed women in any way, we 
desire to do that. Feel free to contact us. 

Serving together,
Kathy Holdeman 
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Dan pongratz
world missions

secretary

Missionaries Home and Available

Bill and Melissa Chappel – Candidate Missionaries to Ireland – wmchappel@gmail.com – 574.201.8957

David and Amy Dingman – Candidate Career Missionaries to India
Itineration beginning in April – david.amyd@gmail.com – 765.894.4100

Rick and Gloria McCartney – Candidate Career Missionaries to Malta – rick.mccartney@agmd.org – 574.784.8558

Brett and Susan VanderMolen – Career Missionaries to Cambodia
compassion4cambodia@hotmail.com – 417.833.7693

world missionary associates

Matt and Kasie King – Missionary Associates to Paris – matt.king@ma.agmd.org – 812.598.9772
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news and views

Covington First Assembly of God recently fi nished 
construction on a 4,000 sq. ft. addition that meets some 
vital needs for their congregation.  Additional bathrooms, 
community space in the foyer, and a secured pre-school 
area with a larger nursery and mother’s room, and two new 
pre-school classrooms were added.  The existing foyer was 
remodeled, opening it up and adding some comfortable 
furniture.  The coffee station has helped encourage people to 
sit and connect over a cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate. The 
impact that this addition had on the culture of the church was 
immediate.  Pastor Bob and April Fairchild are so thankful to 
God for His faithfulness and blessings! 

Covington First 
Building Expansion

February 9, 2016,  was a great day with our Ministry Group Presbyters from across Indiana. We 
had 48 in attendance. We enjoyed great training and interaction with leadership from Executive 
Secretary David and Donna Delp, Women’s Director Kathy Holdeman, and worship led by Diane 
Gifford and Laura Pongratz. Superintendent Don Gifford shared a prophetic word about lessons we 
should be teaching in our homes according to the Gospel of Mark. We concluded with great food 
and fellowship at Embassy Suites.

We had 11 new pastors at our New Pastor’s Welcome on November 29, 2015. Pictured, front 
to back, and left to right: Tim and Missi Henderson, Rockville First; Paul and Sherry Lewis, Elkhart 
Westside; Doug and Amy Harris, Cambridge City The River; Duane and Dianna Smith, Loogootee 
Maranatha; Rick and Angela Forker, New Haven Joy Fellowship; Joshwa Detro, Avilla Ark of Avilla; Jeff 
Thomas, Ligonier Trinity; Jeff Kennedy, South Bend Southgate; and Ronnie Hinson, Ellettsville First.

Eight new pastors and spouses met at the district offi ce for the New Pastors Welcome on February 
24, 2016. From left to right: Timothy Woodcock, Bloomington Genesis; John and Donna Fuller, 
Morocco Cornerstone; Zach and Shellie Maddox, West Lafayette Connection Point; Mark Newman, 
Monon Community Church; John Thang Tom and Ciang Lam Niang, Indianapolis Faith (Burmese); 
Larry Lund, Granger Journey; Chris and Jamie Smith, Indianapolis People’s Church; and Denzil and 
Kimberly Wiseman, Hardinsburg.
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News and Views

Superintendent Don 
and Diane Gifford shared in 
the consecration/installation 
service of Pastors Anthony and 
Jodi Green on January 17. The 
Green’s are the new pastors of 
Warsaw Abundant Life Church.

Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford installed Pastors 
Zach and Shellie Maddox as the new pastors of West Lafayette 
Connection Point Church on February 28. Pastor Zach and Shellie 
are former AG world missionaries to Israel. It was great to share 
the service “passing the baton” with Former Pastors Ted and 
Sue Brust.

teen challenge is strong in indiana
By Dave Rose, Indiana Teen challenge director

 Th e lives that are changed through Teen Challenge are setting new paths of freedom and hope through the power of Christ’s blood, the Holy 
Spirit’s mentoring, and God’s favor. While we celebrate these lives, we want to CONNECT with you to encourage those in your church who 
are frustrated and feel there is no hope. 

 A new publication called Indiana Teen Challenge Connections is being sent out each month 
via email to those who wish to hear the testimonies and events taking place at our centers. To 
receive these emails, visit indianatc.org/connections to sign up or read online. 
 Teen Challenge would also like to CONNECT with your people by sharing live testimonies 
of students who, just a few months ago, were completely hopeless but now are alive and free 
in Christ. We will bring a message of HOPE and inspiration that your people will remember. 
We will work with you from a short 15-minute mission’s moment to a full service. If you are 
interested in a service in the future, please scan the qr-code that will take 
you to a “Pastor’s Page” hidden on our website. You may also contact us at 
offi  ce@indianatc.org 
    While at an advisory board dinner with the staff  of a Teen Challenge 
center, I noticed the house was full of joy and peace. Also present were 
babies and young kids making noise and running around. One of the staff  
made this statement: “Ten years ago I was totally without hope and had nothing. Now, as I am 
looking at all the staff  (all were past TC students who are married and having babies), I [have to 
say] how great God is.”  
    Pastors, let the overfl ow of their gratefulness and the power of their testimony fl ow into your 
congregation. Someone will be blessed.

Dave Rose
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news and views

Pastors Donna and 
Gene Oglesby celebrated 
27 years as founders and 
pastors of Hardinsburg 
Assembly of God on 
December 6, 2015. Their 
ministry has been marked 
by salvations, discipling, 
Holy Spirit baptisms, 

healings, signs and wonders, and deliverances. Pastors Donna 
and Gene have been married 48 years. Due to health concerns 
and age, Pastor Donna passed the baton of leadership to 
Pastor Denzil and Kim Wiseman. Pastor Dan and Laura Pongratz 
installed the Wisemans as the new pastors of Hardinsburg 
Assembly of God on January 31. We are grateful to ISOM and 
Pastor Greg Carter of Laconia Grace Tabernacle, for sending this 
couple and preparing them for this assignment. 

Pastor John and Donna 
Fuller were installed as the 
new pastors of Morocco 
Cornerstone on March 20, 
2016. Superintendent Don 
and Diane Gifford were there 
to present the baton to the 
pastor and a special gift to the 
pastor’s wife.

 Th e 2016 Indiana District Minister’s Wives & Women in Ministry Retreat was absolutely 
incredible!!! One hundred and ten women came together at Indianapolis Crowne Plaza for 
a ROCK SOLID time with speaker Laurie Hoyt (assistant superintendent’s wife and pastor’s 
wife at Bellevue Christian Center in Bellevue, NE). She poured into our ladies from her own 
personal testimony and life lessons.  We were challenged as we laughed, 
cried and prayed together. We had awesome times of fellowship around 
great meals. Paula Gallaway (Marion Lighthouse) led us into His presence 
with anointed praise and worship. Th ere was abundant laughter in our 
late-night skits with Elaine Furr. Th ese two days together are some of my 
favorite times in our ministry. Th e women come ready to receive, even 
though some are walking through the most diffi  cult times in their lives, family or ministry. 
As we hold onto our promise stones, Psalm 61:2 says, “When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead 
me to the rock that is higher than I.”   - Diane Giff ord

This painting by Paula Gallaway 
was donated as a give-away. The 
winner was Julie McAtee


