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PREPARATION FOR WALKING IN THE MANIFEST PRESENCE 
AND GLORY OF GOD  (Leviticus 8-10)

Holy Spirit spoke this message to me while 
reading the book of Leviticus in my personal 
devotions:
9:4 - “For today the LORD will appear to you.”  
9:6 - “Th is is what the LORD has commanded 
you to do, so that the glory of the LORD may 
appear to you.”
9:24 - “Fire came out from the presence of the 
LORD and consumed the burnt off ering and 
the fat portions on the altar. And when all 
the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell 
facedown.”

 What preparations lead to the manifest 
presence of God? Aaron and his sons were 
being prepared through their ordination 
service for the ministry. I thought, “Wow, this 
passage describes their fi rst service aft er being 
ordained.” Leviticus 8 defi nes the process 
of the priests’ consecration: Aaron and his 
sons were cleansed by being washed with 
water (8:6); clothed (8:7-8); crowned (8:9). 
Moses consecrated Aaron by the pouring of 
anointed oil on his head (8:12). Th en Moses 
consecrated Aaron and his garments and his 
sons and their garments (8:30).
 Listen to this charge from Leviticus 8:35:  
“Stay at the door of the tabernacle of meeting 
day and night for seven days, and keep the 
charge of the LORD, so that you may not die; 
for so I have commanded you.” Walking in 
the manifest presence of God is very serious.  
Th ey were commanded to wait seven days.  
Th is is time to saturate in the manifest 
presence of God. Th e consecration of the 
priest was part of the Biblical pattern in 
Leviticus that brought the manifest presence 
and glory of God. When you read Leviticus 9 
you see the enacted prayers of the sacrifi ces 
that precede the engaging of the manifest 
presence of God. 

Sin Off ering (Leviticus 9:2) - Behold the 
lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. Jesus is the sin off ering, but we only 
receive the benefi t when we truly repent, 

not just feel sorrow for our sins. Luke 24:47 
- “… And repentance and forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name to all nations.”  
Th e disciples did not preach forgiveness 
without repentance. Luke 17:3 - “If your 
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, 
forgive him.” Forgiveness and reconciliation 
cannot truly occur until the off ending person 
acknowledges his or her wrong action and 
sincerely repents. Th is is diff erent than merely 
saying I am sorry. Th is is a lifestyle change.
 Burnt Off ering (Leviticus 9:2) - Th is is 
off ering up your whole self as a means of 
off ering thanksgiving. Th e entire off ering 
was burned up, signifying that complete 
consecration to God was essential to true 
worship.  
 Peace Off ering (Leviticus 9:4) – Here it 
is called the fellowship off ering. Th is act of 
worship was thanksgiving and fellowship, 
including a communal meal. Part of the 
off ering was burned as a sacrifi ce to God, 
another part for the priest as food, and 
another part returned to the worshippers 
to eat together with their families. Leviticus 
7:20 - “But if anyone who is unclean eats any 
meat of the fellowship off ering belonging to 
the LORD, that person must be cut off  from 
his people.” Th is is of great interest to me. I 
compare this peace or fellowship off ering 
with our communion service where we 
gather around the Bread of Presence. Th ere 
is a parallel in I Corinthians 11:27-29 where 
Paul warns that all who partake of the 
Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner will 
experience God’s wrath and judgment.  
 Note also, this family communal meal.  
Deuteronomy 12:5-7 - “But you are to seek 
the place the LORD your God will choose from 
among all your tribes to put his Name there for 
his dwelling. To that place you must go; there 
bring your burnt off erings and sacrifi ces, your 
tithes and special gift s, what you have vowed 
to give and your freewill off erings, and the fi rst 
born of your herds and fl ocks. Th ere, in the 

presence of the LORD your God, you and your 
family shall eat and shall rejoice in everything 
you have put your hand to, because the LORD 
your God has blessed you.”

Meal or Cereal or Grain (Leviticus 
9:4) - Th is was a voluntary act of worship, 
recognizing God’s goodness and provisions 
and our devotion to God. Th is off ering could 
be brought as a fi rst-fruits off ering. Every time 
I come to worship, I don’t come empty-handed. 
I bring my fi rst-fruits of my income to Him. 
 From the great revival in the mid 1990’s 
Jewish Evangelist Dick Reuben, would say, 
“When the pattern is right, the glory will 
fall.”  Th e Gospels have a pattern to follow. 
Repent, be baptized, receive Holy Spirit, 
and bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
When Aaron fi nished his fi rst service aft er 
ordination, he lift ed up his hands toward the 
people and blessed them (Leviticus 9:22). 
Aft er following the pattern God had given, 
the result was, “Fire came from the presence 
of the Lord and consumed the burnt off ering 
and the fat portions on the altar. And when all 
the people saw it they shouted for joy and fell 
facedown” (Leviticus 9:24).
 When I read the words “the people saw it,” 
I was reminded of Peter’s message on the Day 
of Pentecost. “God has raised this Jesus to life, 
and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to 
the right hand of God, he has received from 
the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 
poured out what you now SEE and HEAR”
(Acts 2:32-33). What do we presently see and 
hear coming out of our church services?  
 When is the last time you prayed for 
someone to receive the Holy Spirit? Do 
others SEE and HEAR the results? My heart 
cries for you, and I to carry the manifest 
presence of God! We desire every church 
service to engage the manifest presence of 
God! May we study the Biblical patterns and 
do exactly as we have been told.  We will then 
experience the manifest presence of God.

Donald G. Gifford
Superintendent
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EXECUTIVE OFFICERS:
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EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS:
Mike Bean | Troy Boulware | Greg Carter
Ralph Holdeman | Chad McAtee | Keith Taylor

Developing as a minister of the gospel
 Five components are generally thought 
necessary for the formation of a minister. We 
have adopted these fi ve components as the 
values for the Indiana School of Ministry. As 
we take inventory of our lives and ministries in 
this new year, these components are points to 
consider for the goals we set for ourselves and 
for the consideration of course adjustments we 
need to make.
 First, is our spiritual life. We are attempting 
a spiritual work; therefore, our time spent 
receiving nurture and direction in the Presence 
of God is essential. Second, relationships: 
we live in community and those relationships 
provide a context for growth and ministry. We 
have to learn how to have healthy relationships 

in every area of our lives. Th ird, character: who 
we are is more important than what we do. 
We develop character and integrity by making 
righteous decisions no matter the consequences. 
Little lapses of character eventually destroy 
lives. Fourth, practical ministry skills: we can 
desire to do a work, but if we do not have the 
commensurate skill sets, we will be unsuccessful. 
Th e Holy Spirit enables and empowers us, but 
we must develop God’s gift s and gather tools 
for our tool box. Fift h, Biblical knowledge: to 
rightly divide the Word of God we must know 
and understand the Word of God. Th e Word is a 
lamp for our path; it is revelation from God for 
transformation in our world.
 Th e School of Ministry (ISOM) off ers courses 

to help in this development. Also, Church 
Life Cohorts address these same formational 
points with an emphasis on tools for your 
toolbox. Ministry groups and other connection 
opportunities further aid our development.
 
 As 2015 approaches, we continue to seize 
the opportunities God has put before us. I 
am so grateful to this district family for their 
love and support as Donna and I were recently 
married. I was overwhelmed and so blessed by 
the recognition at Ministers’ Conference of my 
20 years of service to this Indiana fellowship. 
Words cannot convey the gratitude I feel in 
my heart toward to ministers, churches, and 
people of this district! Forward!

David e. delp
executive secretary

THE ENVOY is published quarterly 
by the INDIANA DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
8750 Purdue Road, Indianapolis, IN 46268
U.S.P.S. #776-460 | Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis IN
Envoy Design: Jennifer Reese
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
THE ENVOY, 8750 Purdue Road, Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

ISOM 2014-2015 Course Schedule

 **Internships are required ONLY for those pursuing ministerial credentials. 
(T) indicates a course on the transitional list. This schedule accommodates those who started credential courses 
under the old Berean schedule and who now need to take courses on the transitional level.

Internships may be started after 
taking three courses (two must 
be from ISOM) AND attending 

an Internship Orientation.

 CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE

 Jan. 30-31, 2015 Relationships & Ethics  Old Testament Survey Church Leadership
  in Ministry (T) CERT 108 LIC 203  ORD 308
 
 Feb. 20-21, 2015 The Life of Christ     Effective Leadership (T)  Preaching in Cultural   
  CERT 101 LIC 208 Context ORD 305
 
 March 20-21, 2015 Intro. to Pentecostal New Testament Survey Pastoral Ministry  
  Doctrine (T) CERT 102 LIC 202 ORD 307
 
 April 17-18, 2015 The Local Church Confl ict Management (T) The Poetic Books                 
  in Evangelism CERT 106 LIC 209 ORD 304
 
 May 29-30, 2015 Spiritual Leadership Intro. to AG Missions (T) Corinthians  
  CERT 109 LIC 207 ORD 302
 
  **Level I Internship **Level II Internship **Level III Internship
  CERT 120 LIC 220 ORD 320

Every Indiana Assemblies of God church needs to complete their ACMR 
report and return it as soon as is possible. If you do not receive a report 
form, please contact the district offi  ce. Your information is valuable and 
greatly assists in both measuring and the developing of resources and 
ministries. 

All Church Ministries Reports (ACMR)
Due by January 31• Upcoming credential orientation for fi rst-time 

 credential applicants and those upgrade 
 applicants who are new to Indiana:
 Certifi ed & Licensed - May 28, 2015
• Summer Exams for Certifi ed and Licensed:  

July 9, 2015

Important Credential Dates:



4

Plymouth New Song Celebrates 10 Years
 Laura and I joined Justin and Jennifer 
Chambers and family at New Song 
Community Church, in Plymouth, as they 
celebrated 10 years of ministry on Sunday, 
August 24th. Justin and Jennifer planted 
New Song as part of Indiana Advance in 
August of 2004, and it’s been growing ever 
since. Over these 10 years, 426 people 
have trusted Christ as Savior, and 212 have 
been water baptized. New Song’s average 
attendance is currently 425. Th ey wish to 
express their sincere appreciation to every 
church that gives to Indiana Advance. Th at 
investment, given 10 years ago, continues to 
make a diff erence in Plymouth!

Dan Pongratz
church development 
director

Fishers life church launches Noblesville campus
 We are excited to share the news that 
Fishers Life Church, pastored by Nathan 
Peternel, launched its fi rst multi-site campus 
in Noblesville on September 7th. Th ere 
were 259 people in attendance at the Grand 
Opening. Pastor Mike Santistevan joined 
the staff  of Fishers Life Church last fall and 
now serves as the campus pastor of the 
Noblesville location. In April of 2014, Life 
Church purchased a church building, along 
with 11 acres of property, on State Road 38 in 
Noblesville. Th is new campus enables Fishers 

Life Church to further its mission of 
fathering sons and daughters into the 
Kingdom of God. Noblesville Life 
Church is passionate about reaching 
Noblesville and the surrounding 
communities with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and discipling believers to 
maturity in Christ. We look forward 
with great anticipation to all God 
will do through this new campus as 
souls are saved, lives are changed, 
and Jesus is glorifi ed.

2014 senior adult retreat - living your legacy

Enjoying lunch together

Playing and singing hymnsWorshipping together
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David delp
ministerial development 

director

Pastor Wayne 
Benson, formally 
the pastor of 
Grand Rapids 
First Assembly, 
President of 
Central Bible 
College, and Director of Emerge 
Ministries will bring a word on the 
topic of “What is Jesus saying to your 
church?” Th e Spirit-inspired theme for 
these meetings is taken from Revelation 
1-3. What is Jesus saying to your church: 
past, present, and future. 

Th e Area Ministers’ Meetings are held 
in each of the fi ve regions of the state. 
Each credentialed minister and church 

pastoral staff  members are encouraged 
to attend. We will begin with a provided 
fellowship meal, worship and prayer 
together, and then consider the topic 
that is directed toward church health. 
Th is year, in the Northeast Area 
meeting, we will nominate ministers 
for submission to the May 2015 District 
Council for the election of the Northeast 
executive presbyter. 

Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
will conclude prior to 9 p.m. Please 
preregister with the district offi  ce for 
meal count, no later than 10 days prior 
to the event. More information and 
locations will be mailed out in January.

The Eighth letter: what is jesus saying to your church?

A new Church Life Cohort and a second-year 
cohort are launching on January 26, with Dr. 
Wayne Lee joining us for the launch session. 
Th e Church Life Cohort is the Indiana 
District’s chosen approach to address 
church health and the implementation of 
Pentecostal systems to serve as tools for the 
fulfi llment of the Holy Spirit’s unique design 
for your church. We are unapologetically 
people of the Spirit, and as such, we realize our 
need to prepare avenues for the Spirit to work in 
our lives, churches, and communities.
     Th e cohorts will host 8 sessions. Th e fi rst-year cohort will 
lay the foundation for advancement and the second-year 
cohort will be heavy on assessments, evaluating strengths 

and weaknesses, and building out God’s vision for 
the church in the Church Life framework. Th e 

main topics for consideration are spiritual life, 
spiritual community, ministries, outreach, 
leadership, and management. Within these 
major components are 15 vital functions. 
Th e Church Life Cohort will equip each 
pastor with tools necessary for fulfi lling the 

mission God has given them.
 A brochure is available at 

http://db.tt/fDkkL2bs or scan this 
QRC with your smart phone. Cost and other 

pertinent information, along with a complete 
schedule, is included in the brochure. Registration 
deadline is January 15th.

Newest Church Life Cohort Launches in january
nd-year
Dr.
.

y
ur 
rk in 

and we
the

m

http:

January 26: Laying the Founda  on with 
Dr. Wayne Lee presen  ng both days. 

February 23: Leadership, Vision-Mission

March 23: Spiritual Life

April 27: Private Devo  ons, Small Groups

June 1: Transforma  onal Processes

August 31: Customizing a Plan, Evangelism

October 19: Decision Making

November 9: Finances, Facili  es

Following is a listing of the scheduled dates and topics for the next cohort.

2015 Area Ministers’ 
Meetings - dates

Monday, March 9 - Southeast 

Tuesday, March 10 - Southwest

Thursday, March 12 - Northeast

Monday, March 16 - Central

Tuesday, March 17 - Northwest
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minister’s conference
and church ministries

West Lafayette Connection Point Church, pastored 
by Ted Brust, hosted this year’s conference. Their 
worship team, led by Jim Walsh, brought the presence 
of God on Tuesday night. Their creative “Main Street” 
was enjoyed by those in attendance.

Guest speakers, North Texas Superintendent Rick 
Dubose and North Texas Evangelism Representative 
Joe Oden joined us this year at Minister’s Conference.

Clint Haydon and the 
team from Indianapolis 
New Beginnings led 
worship for the Monday 
night service on October 
13th.

District Music Director 
Paula Gallaway led 
worship on Tuesday 
morning.

Scott Burr, Owensville Dayspring, and Dick Smith, 
Shelburn Shiloh, read Acts 4:13-31 on Tuesday 
morning as part of Superintendent Don Gifford’s 
prayer model on boldness.

Lawrence and LaDonna Cook were installed as the 
new pastors of Beech Grove Faith on July 27th. 
Executive Secretary David Delp and the church board 
was also there for the installation ceremony.

Mackenzie Grace Nicholson 
was born on November 11, 

2014, to Brian and Melissa 
Nicholson, weighing 6 lbs.  

15 oz.

New Pastors were welcomed at the District Offi ce on 
November 11, 2014. Left to right: Todd Zimmerman, 
Lakeville Trinity; Eugene and Jennie Ann Martin,  
Decatur Lighthouse; Jerry and Sheba Thomas, 
Cloverdale AG; Mike and Jessica Santistevan, 
Noblesville Life Church; Marsha Wainscott and Mary 
Wainscott, Plymouth New Vision; Lawrence and 
LaDonna Cook, Beech Grove Faith; and Brian and 
Sheli Correll, Indianapolis New Beginnings.
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MINiSTER’S CONFERENCE
and church ministries

Janice Meaux and the ladies from Connection Point baked cakes and prepared the beautiful reception to honor 
David Delp for 20 years of service at the Indiana District Offi ce on Monday night. David, and his wife Donna, 
along with David’s daughter Ashley were there for the presentation. David’s daughter, Missionary Kelly Delp, 
joined in the celebration via video. David was presented with a plaque to commemorate his faithful service.

Assistant District Superintendent 
Ron Hawkins called for ministers 
to pray over our District 
Superintendent Don Gifford.  These 
altar and prayer times were times 
of emotional and physical healings 
for many of our Indiana ministers.

District Administrative Assistants 
Faith Bradshaw and Toni Mosburg.

Bill Parks, pastor at Crawfordsville 
First Assembly, has been battling 
cancer and was prayed for by Joe 
Oden and Pastor Don Gifford. 

A resolution was passed by 100% of those present, 
stating that marriage is between a man and a woman, 
and the Indiana District Assemblies of God’s stance is 
that we, as citizens of Indiana, should have the right 
to vote on a constitutional amendment to protect 
marriage in 2016.

Congratulations to the 80th and 81st recipients of the 
Gold Medal of Achievement in Indiana since 1962.
(Front row, left to right): Mike Holbrook, District 
Commander; Jeff Tomlinson, Outpost Coordinator at 
Marion; Christian Veach, GMA recipient; Jeffry Tomlinson, 
GMA recipient; Dan Tomlinson, Expedition Ranger 
Commander; (Back row, left to right): Pastors Jerry 
Gallaway and Jeremy Snodgrass of Marion Lighthouse; 
and Josh Price, Discovery Ranger Commander.
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Kathy Holdeman
Women’s Ministries
Interim director

Ephesians 3:20, “Now all glory to God, who is able, through His 
mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infi nitely 

more than we might ask or think.” 

   God showed up at our Vital Women’s Conference this year. WOW!! We had over 600 in 
our Friday evening service. Pastor Brian Johnson and the Lakeview worship team led us into 
the awesome presence of God. Words cannot express how amazing the anointing was as 
Beth Stephens preached the Word with passion and fi re, and our hearts were challenged on 
so many levels. Th e Friday night “Aft er Party” was a blast (chocolate fountains and women 
go hand-in-hand).
   Saturday morning we returned with an intimate time of God speaking our dream to us. 
Ladies, on your birthday watch the mail. You will receive your dream card and be reminded 
of what God said to you.
   We invited Teen Challenge to be our ministry focus and, man, did they grab our hearts! 
What beautiful testimonies of God’s saving grace! We received a miracle off ering for Teen 
Challenge. Drum roll please...we were able to send a check for $13,000! Th is is one of the 

largest off erings Indiana Teen 
Challenge has received in the 11 
years Dawn Rose has been the 
director. 
   I am still standing amazed at what 
God can do through women who 
pray and obey. Th ere are GREAT 
things in store for Indiana Women’s 
Ministries in 2015. Keep your eyes 
open for all the details.

April 25, 2015          September 18-19, 2015     
Vital Regional Encounters  Vital Conference
Coming to a city near you!   Mark your calendars & watch
 *Northwest *Northeast  for a promo pack in April!
 *Southwest *Southeast
 *Central

Our Vital Future
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Missionaries Home and Available 

Dan pongratz
world missions

secretary

An Article from Jeff Hartensveld, director of Agwm mobilization
 “Pastors are in the business of moving
people spiritually. As a pastor, I likened 
myself to a riverboat captain whose job was 
to move people downstream. I envisioned 
some passengers embarking for the fi rst 
time, while others arrived from other boats. 
No matter their situation, for the time 
God allowed me to lead, I always tried to 
move them forward. I was thankful for and 
humbled by the opportunity. Ultimately, God 
is responsible to change people’s hearts, but 
He gives pastors the privilege to play a pretty 
big part of the moving process. So, how do 
we move people for missions? Keep in mind 
that this short article will be about more than 
getting people to give, pray, and embrace 
world missions, but about moving people 
toward the missional heart of God. Th e closer 
we move people to His heart, the sooner they 
will discover that the God they love and serve 
truly is a missions-minded God. So the fi rst 
missions mover is moving from…

My Picture to His Picture
 I am so thankful for the extravagant and 
sacrifi cial missions giving that marks the 
Assemblies of God as a movement. But what 
would happen if we examined for a moment 
the missional activity of our local church, 
envisioning it as one big movement from our 
local body to the ends of the earth, and asked 
the Lord to show us where we fall short? Th is 

big picture of God’s mission must go beyond 
fi nances. Do we evaluate our part in the 
unfi nished task according to how we see it, 
rather than how God sees it? Consider what 
might come out of an honest appraisal. As a 
pastor, I oft en said our problem is we think 
that God thinks like we think. Say that ten 
times fast!
 So what does God think? I’m not sure I 
should answer that question for you. I would, 
however, love for a pastor to take the time to 
pray, “Lord, I lay all of our missions activity 
before You and ask You to rearrange things for 
me and for Your church that I lead. Change 
my perspective, Lord, to Your perspective.” 
I believe that, additionally and aside from 
prayer, we can gain a proper perspective from 
a few places:
1. Th e Bible, for starters. We absolutely have 
to begin here, picking out themes that run 
the entire breadth of Scripture. If we see in 
His Word that it is indeed God’s mission to 
win the ethnē (nations), how should we be 
participating in the mission to reach those 
ethnē that are lost?
2. Books and articles that can shape our 
missiology. Yes, the local church should 
develop a missiology. Ask questions like, 
Where does this local church fi t in God’s 
overall plan for the world?
3. Speaking with peers who are engaged in 
missional activity. Seek out other pastors, and 

ask questions about how they see the mission 
of their local church fi tting into the bigger 
picture of the Church’s mission as a whole.
 In order to start moving people in a 
missional direction, we’ve got to know 
where God is moving. So, captain of the boat 
(pastor), get into the fl ow of where God is 
moving His church, and move His people 
in that direction—from our picture to His. 
As you feel His heartbeat for missions that 
extends from the local church to the ends of 
the earth, you will see your part of the task 
clearly and start (or continue) the amazing 
story that is your local church.”
___________________________________

As director of AGWM 
Mobilization, Jeff  Hartensveld 
is responsible for assisting 
missionaries in raising their 
budgets and helping them 
reach the fi elds of their 

calling. He also works in partnership with 
district mission’s leaders to help missionaries 
communicate their vision to local churches 
that will support them in prayer and fi nances.
Aft er 23 years in Indonesia, Jeff  was named 
director of AGWM Mobilization. Jeff  has 
a bachelor’s degree in Bible with a mission’s 
emphasis from Valley Forge. Jeff  also has a 
Master’s degree in biblical literature from 
Assemblies of God Th eological Seminary in 
Springfi eld, MO.

Stuart and Wendy Brown
Career Missionaries to Mexico

stuart.brown@agmd.org – 260.409.6756

Gary and Lori Ellison
Career Missionaries to Asia Pacifi c

jgaryellison@gmail.com 

Rick and Gloria McCartney
Candidate Career Missionaries to Malta

rick.mccartney@agmd.org – 574.784.8558

Jason and Andrea Morrison
Career Missionaries to Czech Republic

jason.morrison@agmd.org

Scott and Erin Pongratz
Career Missionaries to South Africa

scott@reachingsouthafrica.org    
317.688.8852

Carolyn Slaughter
Career Missionary to Sensitive Country

cslaughter@na-link.com – 317.315.3093

Brenda and Bernie Smith
Career Missionaries to Togo

765.631.7328 – 765.631.7329
bernie.smith@agmd.org
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Steve Furr
Youth Ministries
Director

 One of the real highlights of our IYM 
calendar is always our annual Youth 
Convention, which was held this past 

November 14-15, on the 
north side of Indianapolis. 
Over and over again, I hear 
testimonies of the powerful 
impact of both Scotty 
Gibbons and Timothy 
McCain as guest speakers 
this year. We are rejoicing 

over hundreds 
of students who 
responded to the altar 
calls given, along with 
so many whose lives 
were transformed 

there. From the very fi rst service we felt a 
very unique and incredible anointing that 
was present to “Deploy” 
those who were willing, 
in youth groups all across 
Indiana. Multiple youth 
leaders are testifying how 
their students have been 
impacted and have taken 
what they received to spill over into their 
churches back home. PTL!
 Some of the awesome highlights of 
Convention included the powerful anointing 
of our speakers and IU Chi Alpha worship 
team from Bloomington. Th rough the 
success of this gathering and the favor of 
God, we were able to see our Goal Rush 

off ering total near $50,000 to go toward 
Speed the Light! Sincere appreciations go to 

Indiana Chi Alpha pastors, 
Ft. Wayne IMC, and many 
others who helped make 
Convention a great success. 
Sincere thanks also to those 
leaders who are praying, 
believing and dreaming 

with us for great things here in Indiana!

2015 CAMP dates
Teen Camp I June 8-12 Dylan McKneely
Teen Camp II June 15-19 Daniel Gray
Teen Camp III June 22-26 Joe Oden
Teen Camp IV June 29 - July 3 Tim McCain

FINE ARTS 2015
April 10-11, 2015 are the dates set for our District 
Fine Arts Festival at Lafayette First Assembly of 
God. Please note the theme “Th e Human Right” 
as well as the location at Lafayette again this year. Information 
packets are being sent to churches around the fi rst of the year and 
all registration forms will once again be available online at youth.
indianaag.org. Also visit www.faf.ag.org for updates and rule changes 
for this year. 

Note: All registrations must be received in the IYM offi  ce no later than 
March 2, 2015. Writing and art entries must be submitted to the IYM 
offi  ce by March 11, 2015.

2015 Youth COnvention Highlights
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News and Views

Rev. Gerald D. Badger, 87, of Sullivan 
passed away on Tuesday, October 
21, 2014, at Millers Merry Manor in 
Hartford City, 
IN. He attended 
Southwestern 
Bible 
College,was 
employed at 
Pfi zer, and was 
a minister with 
the Assemblies of God for over 50 
years, pastoring churches in Sanborn, 
Princeton, Sullivan, Jonesboro, 
Seymour, Marion, Edinburgh, Clinton, 
Rockville, Merom and Lyons. His is 
survived by his sons John Mark (Debbie) 
Badger of Winnipeg, Canada; Brent 
(Pam) Badger of Martinsville; and 
Kemuel (Diana) Badger of Muncie; and 
grandchildren Nicolle, Ian, Clinton, 
Lindsay, James, Hannah, and Braya; 
great grandchildren Alexandra, Alyssa, 
Jon, David, Joshua, and Olivia.

With Christ...

Sophia Erica 
Eckart was born on 
August 26, 2014, 
to Matthew and 
Nadine Eckart, 
weighing 9 lbs.  8 
oz. and measuring 
20 3/4  inches long.

Pastor Richard Deckard 
married Rosie Cole on September 
27, 2014, at Bloomington 
Highland Faith Assembly of God. 
Superintendent Don Gifford 
performed the ceremony. 
Congratulations to the new 
Rev. and Mrs. Richard Deckard!

Executive Secretary David Delp 
and Superintendent Don Gifford, 
presented a 50 year certifi cate of 
ordination recognition to Sophia 
(Sue) Covington on August 7, 
2014. Sue and her late husband, 
Bob, were pastors of Washington, Crawfordsville, and Muncie. They 
also pastored in Beloit, Wisconsin. After Bob died, Sue pastored 
Bicknell and Cedar Lake from 1982- 2003. Joining the recognition were 
Brenda Cirtin, daughter; Angela Cirtin, granddaughter; Wyatt Francis, 
great grandson; and Becky Kenyon, daughter, joined via Facetime. 
Sue’s daughter Denise Travis lives in Kentucky and could not be there. 
After the recognition, Diane Gifford led the song “When We All Get to 
Heaven.”

General Presbyters from 
Indiana gathered together at 
the Centennial Celebration in 
Springfi eld, Missouri, in August. 
Under Forty Rep. Pastor Jon Susa; 
Executive Secretary David Delp; 
Superintendent Don Gifford; 
Assistant Superintendent Ron 
Hawkins; and Female Rep. Rev. 
Kim Sharp.

Superintendent Don Gifford spoke at the opening session of the Come Boldly 2014 Worship Conference on 
October 18th. District Music Director Paula Gallaway and her team, Bob Parrent, Nathan Gifford, and David 
Priest, led this event hosted by New Whiteland Grace Assembly of God. Timothy Frisby, worship leader from 
Grace, led worship in the main session.

Madison Assembly of 
God Celebrated their 60th 
Anniversary on October 19, 2014. 
Superintendent Don and Diane 
Gifford were there to celebrate 
with Pastor Peter and Ruth Joudry, 
Associates Nehemiah and 
Emily Park, and the congregation. 
Congratulations to Madison 
Assembly for reaching this 
milestone.

Bloomington Westside has only had three pastors 
in its 50 years: Kiah Rayle, founding pastor 1964-
1992; Don English 1992-2007; and Vernon Bettis 
2007-present. Honored during the celebration, were 
Ray, Alice and DeeDee Turpin for 46 years, and Wayne 
Sexton for 50 years of faithfulness to the church.

Bloomington Westside Assembly 
of God celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary on October 19, 2014. 
Pastor Vernon and Linda Bettis 
have faithfully and effectively 
served the past seven years.
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The 2014 PK Retreat, held August 15-17, 
at Lake Placid Conference Center, had a 
record attendance of 145 PKs and MKs 
from around Indiana. This year’s guest 
speaker was Pastor Jon Susa. Nathan 
Gifford and the PK worship team led times 
of worship. Sarahanne Kirkham shared a 
Spoken Word. We concluded the retreat 
on Sunday with Michael Finch and Angel 
Hinson leading worship. Josh McCartney 
gave a short sermon, and Alaynah Courtney 
sang a vocal solo. Superintendent Don 
Gifford gave an illustrated sermon, assisted 
by Jordan Hines, Daniel Dean and Daniel 
Hunt. District Youth Director Steve Furr led 
us in communion.

Presbyter’s Retreat 2014 began with an executive meeting on 
Sunday night. Executive Secretary David Delp led the retreat, which had 
three breakout sessions dealing with personal concerns and vision for 
the District. Superintendent Don Gifford shared a Word about spiritual 
fathering, and the importance of our modeling spirituality in our private 
and personal lives. Assistant Superintendent Ron Hawkins shared a 
meaningful communion time, and Chad McAtee gave a word from the 
Lord concerning the resurrection of our dreams and visions. 

Pastor’s Prayer Summit was held on September 29 - October 2, 2014, at Lake Placid Conference Center. 
We were honored to have Missionary Jason Morrison and Bible School President of Czech Republic 
Assemblies of God, Milan Buban.

Prayer Summit Servant 
Leadership team: Dave Lade, 
Scott Burr, Keith Taylor, Mike 
Bean, Jason Morrison, Don Gifford, 
Milan Buban, and Lee Miller.


