
In This Issue:
District Council Highlights   pages 10-14

Pictured at left: North Central University President Dr. Gordon Anderson, 
Assistant Superintendent Ron Hawkins, Superintendent Don Gifford, 
Executive Secretary David Delp, Former Superintendent Charles Crank, 
Northeast Executive Presbyter Chad McAtee, Northwest Executive Presbyter Mike Bean, 
Executive Presbyter-at-Large Ralph Holdeman, Central Executive Presbyter Keith Taylor,
Southeast Executive Presbyter Greg Carter, and Treasurer Dan Pongratz.



2

WHAT IS JESUS SAYING TO THE INDIANA DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES OF GOD?
(The Eighth Letter by Mark Barnard and Kenneth Quick)

 I have been studying the seven letters from 
Jesus (Revelation 2-3) that were revealed to 
John for the key churches of that day, and  I 
began to ask myself this, “If Jesus were to write 
a letter to the Assemblies of God today, what 
might he say?”
 Each of us needs to sincerely and prayerfully 
ask, “What would Jesus say if He were to write 
a letter to me, to my church, to my city, to 
my family? What would Jesus commend us 
for?” It is clearly evident that Jesus knew each 
of the seven churches. I found an outline of 
Revelation 2-3 in the Spirit Filled Life Bible
(NKJV) that was helpful to me:

1. Ephesus:  Th e Loveless Church
2. Smyrna:  Th e Persecuted Church
3. Pergamum:  Th e Compromising Church
4. Th yatira:  Th e Corrupt Church
5. Sardis:  Th e Dead Church
6. Philadelphia:  Th e Faithful Church
7. Laodicea:  Th e Lukewarm Church

 I do not hold to the teaching that these 
churches represent dispensations of time, but 
I believe every city has signs of these churches, 
and every fellowship like the Assemblies of God 
has churches that fi t into these same categories. 
Oft en a local church can have people that fi t 
into the characteristics of all these churches. 
 Jesus knows our good works, labor, patience, 
tribulation, love, service and faith. He knows 
if we have tolerated evil. He knows if we have 
only a reputation but manifest no proof of love 
for Him. He knows if we have lost our fi rst love, 
or if we are lukewarm.  
 To fi ve of the seven churches Jesus uses 
the word repent eight times (NKJV). Jesus 
commends each church for what is good, 
challenges each to repent in the areas where sin 
has encroached, and off ers a promise to each 
overcomer. Each of the churches received the 
exhortation, “He who has an ear let him hear 
what the Holy Spirit is saying to the church.” 
In this article I want to emphasize two words: 
hear and remember.
 Over the last 11 ½ years, we have promoted 
the need for each of us to have a Secret Place 
room (Matthew 6:6) where we pray. Praying is 
not us doing all the talking, but learning  to 
hear (to listen). If we have ever needed to hear 
what the Holy Spirit is saying, it is now.  Amos 
8:11, “teaching us that there is a famine, not of 

the Word, but of hearing the Word of the Lord.”
Holy Spirit is speaking; is anyone listening? 
 When they persecuted the early Church and 
told them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
the disciples immediately went to prayer. Acts 
4:18 reads that Peter and John replied, “Judge 
for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to 
obey you rather than God. For we cannot help 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
Th e conclusion of the prayer meeting was that 
the place was shaken, they were all fi lled with 
the Holy Spirit, and spoke the Word of God 
boldly.
 Th ree times in Hebrews (3:7, 15; 4:7), the 
Holy Spirit says “Today, if you will hear his 
voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness.”
We all need to develop our ears to hear. Oft en 
we get wax build up that needs to be removed 
so we can hear clearly. I need to wash out my 
ears with strong doses of the Word and with 
praying in the Spirit, so my spirit can be fi lled 
with God’s Spirit. My spirit will then lead my 
soul and body in lining up to the will of God. 
 Kenneth Quick in his book Th e Eighth 
Letter states, “North American churches in our 
post-modern culture may be facing their last 
stand. Many are weakened by sinful behavior 
and attitudes on the part of both congregation 
and leadership. Mission fi res are dying out, 
splits and false teaching are rampant, fewer 
and fewer are converted and fewer are being 
discipled. 
 Th e second important word I must 
emphasize is to remember. Revelation 2:5 
records, “Remember the height from which you 
have fallen! Repent and do the things you did 
at fi rst. If you do not repent I will come to you 
quickly and remove your lamp stand from its 
place.” To the church that had a reputation of 
being alive but was dead (Sardis), Jesus said, 
“Remember therefore, what you have received 
and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do 
not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you 
will not know at what time I will come to you” 
(Revelation 3:3).
 Acts 1:8 records our purpose as Spirit-fi lled 
believers. “But you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Th e 

main purpose of the baptism in the Holy Spirit 
is to empower us to be bold witnesses.
 I believe Jesus would commend the Indiana 
District Assemblies of God for many things; 
but I believe His heart would be grieved by 
the lack of bearing fruit. From the 199 Indiana 
churches who reported on the 2014 All Church 
Ministry Report (ACMR), we obtained the 
following statistics:  

•  13% reported 0 converts (25 churches)
• 18% reported 0 converts attending 
 (36 churches)
•  22.6% reported 0 water baptisms 
 (45 churches)
•  43% reported 0 Holy Spirit baptisms 
 (86 churches) 
•  6% of these churches who reported 
 zeros gave $0.00 to World Missions 
 (14 churches)
•  18% of these churches who reported 
 zeros gave $0.00 to U.S. Missions 
 (42 churches)

 I believe Jesus would challenge us to 
remember what our responsibilities are aft er 
we have accepted the gift  of eternal life and 
have been fi lled with the Spirit. I need to ask 
myself several questions:

• Who are my unsaved friends?  
• To whom am I building a relationship 
 with and being a true friend?
• When is the last time I led someone 
 to Jesus?
• When is the last time I prayed with 
 someone to receive the baptism in the 
 Holy Spirit?

 Th e Assemblies of God is 101 years old.  
Many of our parishioners have been born again 
a long time, and they do not have as many 
unsaved friends. We must make an intentional 
eff ort to build relationships outside the church. 
 If Jesus wrote me a letter today what would 
He commend me for? What would He say I 
needed to remember and repent of? To answer 
these questions, we must hear a fresh word 
from God. We must carefully evaluate where 
we are today as compared to where we started. 
Finally, we must ask God to renew our passion 
for relationship with Him and for the lost ones 
He is seeking. 

Donald G. Gifford
Superintendent
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First Assembly in West Terre Haute dedicated 
its newly renovated facilities on May 31. The 
church, celebrating its 90th anniversary, was 
pioneered by Tom Paino, Sr. and has been 
a vital part of the district through the years. 
Pastors Randy and Debbie Smith and 
Associate Pastors Adam and Whitney Smith

 In last quarter’s Envoy I wrote about 
etiquette in the Pastor/Board relationship. 
In this edition we consider nurturing the 
right atmosphere in the board meeting. 
 Atmosphere is always important, 
especially to people who believe the 
Presence of God can be felt when we 
nurture an atmosphere of openness to 
His Presence. How do we nurture and 
encourage a right atmosphere of the 
Presence of God for our board meetings?
 When the tension of individual agendas 
exists, it is nearly impossible to have the 
kind of constructive confl ict necessary 
to bring God’s people together in unity. 
A climate of healthy discussion and the 
learned ability to speak the truth in love 
and respect will protect the church, board 
members, and pastors from disaster. 
Th e collective, prayerful Holy Spirit 
wisdom imparted to godly leaders brings 
incredible strength to the church in God’s 
design. Following are two things we must 
do to nurture an atmosphere in every 

board meeting to allow God to work 
through His leaders for the fulfi llment of 
His purposes. 

Nurture an Atmosphere 
of the Presence of God in Every 

Board Meeting

 We are oft en tempted to segment the 
“spiritual” and “non-spiritual” parts of our 
lives. As followers of Christ, everything is 
yielded to Him. Do not for one second 
see the board meeting as non-spiritual or 
merely administrative. When followers of 
Christ, walking in the Presence of Christ 
come together, the Spirit of Christ is in 
their midst. Th e Word informs us that 
where two or three gather in the name 
of the Lord, He is with us. Create and 
nurture an atmosphere of the Presence of 
God by coming into God’s Presence with 
clean hands and a pure heart. Sincerely 
pray and genuinely worship and invite the 
Holy Spirit to take the lead in every board 
and business meeting. 

Nurture a Relational Atmosphere 

of Love and Mutual Concern

 Th e pastor and board members ought to 
be friends. Th ey ought to love one another. 
Love, concern and relationship develops 
through time spent together, both having 
fun and worshipping the Master. Love 
and relationship, or a lack thereof, comes 
into the board meeting and sets the tone 
and atmosphere for the meeting. Th e 
development of personal relationships 
and concern between the pastor and the 
board members is essential. A portion of 
every board meeting ought to be spent in 
the further development of relationship 
between all of the members. 
 On April 22-23, 2016, we will host a 
pastor/board training in conjunction with 
the Indiana District School of Ministry 
(ISOM). ISOM meets at Lakeview Church 
on the west side of Indianapolis. Th e 
event will begin Friday at 6:30 p.m. and 
conclude Saturday at noon. Prepare your 
calendars so attendance will be possible. 

International Christian Assembly, Pastor 
David Mung, celebrated their two year 
anniversary on April 26. This church 
reaches the Burmese population on 
Indianapolis’ south side. We rejoice in the 
strength of the church and its fulfi llment of 
this very vital mission.



4

Dan Pongratz
church development 
director

Down Memory lane

forkers installed at New Haven Joy Fellowship

davidhizars installed 
at butler Christian Assembly

By Pastor Daniel and Kelly Davidhizar

 Laura and I had the honor of spending a day with Brother Edgar and 
Sister Phyllis Allen, and Brother Wilson and Sister Frieda Shabaz. What 
a fascinating walk down memory lane!! We want to thank them for 
their years of faithful service to the Lord and the Indiana District. Th eir 
investment into our lives and ministry has been invaluable. We love and 
appreciate them deeply!!

It was our privilege to install Pastor Rick and 
Angela Forker as the new pastors at New Haven 
Joy Fellowship. Here is their journey in their 
own words.   
 Two years ago we left  our beloved church 

in Verona, Italy, fully expecting to return. As 
the year went on, however, we started feeling 
a stirring in our hearts that God was changing 
our direction. Th is was later confi rmed when 
our leadership at AGWM contacted us, 

sensing the same. We eventually 
began to realize that God was 
closing the door to Italy, and 
that He had another work for 
us to do. Although this was 
extremely diffi  cult to accept, we 
knew we HAD to follow God’s 
leading! At that point we started 
to send out resumés throughout 
the United States.
 In March, we learned that 

the church in New Haven needed a new 
pastor. Since we lived nearby, we decided to 
visit the church. We were very surprised to 
fi nd a needy, yet hungry, congregation. Aft er 
that visit, we were not able to get those people 
out of our hearts. We asked God for several 
confi rmations, one being a fi nancial miracle. 
 At one point, we came together to pray for 
the sole purpose of telling God that we were 
willing to go to New Haven. Immediately 
aft er, God answered the rest of our requests! 
Two weeks later, we were voted unanimously 
to be their pastor. In the few weeks we have 
been here, God has been touching lives and 
healing hearts. We know that God is going to 
do great things in New Haven!

 We have felt the call of God on our lives to be in full-time ministry, as this was 
placed on both of our hearts many years ago! But God’s timing is always perfect!  
Th ings don’t always happen as quickly as we would like, but through it all God has 
been faithful, (aft er some Bible college, Master’s Commission, and ISOM). In His 
timing, He can accelerate His people for His service in miraculous ways!
 In the last six months, God has repeatedly confi rmed through 
opportunity aft er opportunity, (including a home with many 
rooms and a place to be hospitable), that He wants us serving in 
Butler and DeKalb County. God has truly fulfi lled the scriptures 
in our lives.
 Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV) says, “Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.”
 We are so excited to see what God is going to do here! We have 
simply said, “Here we are Lord, send us!”

Note: Pastor Daniel and Kelly Davidhizar were installed as the 
new pastors of Bulter Christian Assembly of God on April 12, 
2015. Pastor Dan Pongratz was there to pass the baton.
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David delp
ministerial development 

director

September 11-12 ..............(North) Middlebury Pathway
Speakers: Dan & Laura Pongratz and Scott & Tandy Burr

September 11-12 ......................(South) Princeton Oasis
Speakers: David & Donna Delp and Ron & Dorene Bontrager

October 2-3 .............(Central) Indianapolis Eagle Creek
Speakers: Don & Diane Giff ord and Ted & Sue Brust

Th ese marriage enrichment retreats are for all credentialed 
ministers and spouses, and will begin Friday, at 6:30 p.m., 
at each location and will conclude on Saturday at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday will begin with a catered dinner followed by worship 
and a session. Saturday will begin with breakfast (at your 
hotel), followed by two sessions, and will conclude at 12:30 
p.m. Dress is casual. Registration cost is only $20 per couple 
for the weekend. Local hotels are being blocked. Registrants 
will be responsible for making hotel reservations. 

What is Jesus saying about your marriage?
MINISTER’S MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT RETREATS

“Our mission is 
facilitating the 
health and 
growth of 
our ministers 
and churches 
through Spirit inspired 
relationships and resources, 
to all who are willing.”

SEPTEMBER IS MINISTRY 
GROUP CONNECTION 
MONTH!

spired 
d resources,

    A new Church Life Cohort and a 
second-year cohort are launching 
on August 31. Th e Church 
Life Cohort is the Indiana 
District’s chosen approach 
to address church health 
and the implementation 
of Pentecostal systems 
to serve as tools for the 
fulfi llment of the Holy 
Spirit’s unique design 
for your church. We are 
unapologetically people of the 
Spirit, and as such, we realize 
our need to prepare avenues for the 
Spirit to work in our lives, churches, and 
communities.
     Th e cohorts will host 8 sessions. Th e 
fi rst-year cohort will lay the foundation for 
advancement, and the second-year cohort 
will be heavy on assessments, evaluating 

strengths and weaknesses, and building 
out God’s vision for the church in 

the Church Life framework. Th e 
main topics for consideration 

are spiritual life, spiritual 
community, ministries, 
outreach, leadership, and 
management. Within these 
major components are 15 
vital functions. Th e Church 

Life Cohort will equip each 
pastor with tools necessary 

for fulfi lling the mission God has 
given them.

 A brochure is available at 
https://db.tt/jnoM5BF4 or scan this QRC 
with your smart phone. 
Cost and other pertinent 
information, along with 
a complete schedule, is 
included in the brochure. 

FIVE SPACES STILL AVAILABLE 
FOR Church Life CohorT

Registration deadline is June 30th

launching 
hurch 
na 

re
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out Gods
the C
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a

p
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 We are happy to announce that we will 
once again be off ering the Certifi cate in 
Children’s Ministry next school year. In 
addition, we will be launching ISOM+. 
Th ese courses will off er continuing 
education for ISOM students, graduates, 
and other ministers in the district. 

isom to launch 
Children’s Ministries 
Certificate and ISOM+

ISOM 2015-2016 Course Schedule
 CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE
 
 Aug. 28-29, 2015 Acts (T)  CERT 103         Introduction to Th eology  LIC 201      Th eology of Worship  ORD 301

 Sept. 18-19, 2015 Intro to Hermeneutics   CERT 105              Eschatology (T)  LIC 206 Th e Pentateuch  ORD 303

 Oct. 23-24, 2015 Prison Epistles (T)  CERT 104   Intro to Homiletics  LIC 205 Church and Law  ORD 306

 Dec. 4-5, 2015 AG History, Missions & Governance  CERT 107          Romans (T)  LIC 204 Th eology of Prayer  ORD 309
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Steve Furr
student Ministries
Director

Fine Arts Festival
 One of the real highlights of our IYM Calendar is always our annual Fine Arts Festival! What an 
incredible time we had this past April at our 2015 Festival! A great big thank you is owed to Pastor 
Adam Howard, and Jonathan Bohl, along with the staff  at Lafayette First Assembly, who once again 
did a phenomenal job hosting this year. Fine Arts continues to be one of the greatest discipleship 
tools for students in helping them discover, develop, and deploy their gift s for the Kingdom of God. 
Th e pictures below give us a few snapshots of the over 500 students who participated. Th e National 
Festival is scheduled for August 3-7, in Orlando, Florida.

 On May 20th we celebrated with dozens of pastors from across Indiana who 
attended our 2015 Speed-the-Light Grand Club Lunch at district council, where 
we recognized the previous years’ leading churches. A special thanks to Pastor 
Wayne Murray and staff  for hosting, and to Pastor Jeff  Kennedy of South Bend 
Southgate for sharing a powerful STL Challenge. Special thanks also to all those 
who continue to be faithful each year in giving to supply transportation and 
communication equipment needs for our Indiana missionaries!

Overall Leader - Valparaiso Heartland

Division I Leaders 
Ellettsville First

Greenwood Grace
Indianapolis The Caring Place

Division II Leaders
Franklin First

Indianapolis Lifeway
Evansville Oak Hill

Divison III Leaders
Pendleton Rock Church

Worthington AG
Bloomington Highland Faith

Division IV Leaders
Warsaw Abundant Life 

West Terre Haute First
Indianapolis Harvestime
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Steve Furr
student Ministries

Director

2015 Indiana JBQ State Finals

     Searcher   1 - Fortville New Life Christian
   2 - Fort Wayne Fort Friendlies
   3 - Muncie Glad Tidings

     Discover  1 - Greenwood Grace 2
   2 - Fort Wayne First
   3 - Greenwood Grace

Check out Indiana Junior Bible Quiz at indianajbq.com!
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Kathy Holdeman, Women’s Ministries director

Ralph Holdeman and Chad McAtee, Men’s Ministries Co-Directors



9

Dan pongratz
world missions

secretary

Missions Luncheon Highlights

Missionaries Home 
and Available 

Stuart and Wendy Brown
Career Missionaries to Mexico

stuart.brown@agmd.org – 260.409.6756

Rick and Gloria McCartney
Candidate Career Missionaries to Malta

rick.mccartney@agmd.org – 574.784.8558

Jason and Andrea Morrison
Career Missionaries to Czech Republic

jason.morrison@agmd.org – 765.631.8580

Scott and Erin Pongratz
Career Missionaries to South Africa

scott@reachingsouthafrica.org 
317.316.1387

Carolyn Slaughter
Career Missionary to Sensitive Country

cslaughter@na-link.com – 317.315.3093

Brenda and Bernie Smith
Career Missionaries to Togo

765.631.7328 – 765.631.7329
bernie.smith@agmd.org

Brett and Susan VanderMolen
Career Missionaries to Cambodia

compassion4cambodia@hotmail.com

Thank you to Greg Mundis, our missions speaker, who 
again empowered us to have a passion for missions…. 
so all can hear!!  Greenwood Grace and their amazing 
volunteers  worked very hard to serve us to make it a 
great 2015 Missions Luncheon!! ‘Thank you’ to our 
Indiana pastors who welcome and support all of our 
missionaries, both U.S. and World. Indiana is a great 
force in reaching our world with the Gospel.   

There was great diversity and 
fellowship around the tables 
at the missions luncheon, 
including the staff from 
Indianapolis The Caring 
Place.

Welcome back, Brett 
and Susan VanderMolen, 
missionaries to Cambodia! 
The VanderMolens were 
blessed to be able to go 
through the Martha Room 
to help set up their home. A 
big thank you to the ladies 
of the Indiana District for 
all you do to support our 
missionaries!! Missionaries to Togo, Bernie and Brenda Smith, 

continue to work hard to get back to the fi eld.
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district council highlights

District Council 2015 
was hosted by Greenwood 
Grace Assembly of God 
and host pastor, Wayne 
Murray. The Council had 
over 575 in attendance.

DC15 kicked off with 
the U40 Retreat held at 
the Greenwood Grace 
Annex. More than 30 
ministers attended.

The Speed-the-Light 
luncheon was hosted 
on Monday with guest 
speaker Jeff Kennedy.
The top churches for 
giving to Speed-the-Light 
were recognized with 
plaques.

Kathy Holdeman, 
Women’s Ministries 
director, hosted the 
Credentialed Women’s 
Luncheon at Johnny 
Carino’s on Monday 
afternoon. The discussion 
centered around the topic 
of being “Called.” Each 
woman in attendance 
received a gift.

Executive Secretary 
David Delp

Pat Clem from Church 
Extension Plan

Pastor David Delp and Pastor 
Don Gifford prayed for Jeff 
Swaim and Convoy of Hope.

District Music 
Director Paula Gallaway 
led worship for Monday 
business meeting.

Superintendent 
Don Gifford
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district council highlights

Superintendent Don and Diane 
Gifford were re-elected to a fourth 
term.

Northeast Executive 
Presbyter Chad McAtee 
was re-elected.

U.S. Missionary Linda Seiler 
was elected as the Great 
Lakes nominee for General 
Presbyter Ordained Woman.

Pastor Scott Burr and Pastor Patty Rottet 
gave testimonies about their Church Life 
Cohort experiences. Pastor David Delp leads 
Church Life.

Superintendent’s 
Shepherd of the 
Year, Reverend Tom 
Paino. Paino and 
his wife Lois have 
been infl uential 
in helping to raise 
millions of dollars 
for missions over 
the years. This 
District Council 
marked 69 years 
of ordination for 
Pastor Paino.

Monday evening worship was led by Steve Sherwood and the worship 
team and choir from Greenwood Grace Assembly of God.

Altar time at Monday night’s service

Former Superintendent Charles 
Crank led prayer at Monday’s 
business meeting. Many 
received prayer for healing, 
including Tammy Oliver.

Monday evening 
speaker, Greg 
Mundis

Superintendent’s 
Shepherd of the 
Year, Reverend 
Brad Porter. Porter 
and his wife, Robin, 
have pastored Clay 
City Assembly of 
God  for one year. 
Pastor Brad was 
ordained at this 
District Council.
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district council highlights

Tuesday morning began with the Senior Ministers 
Breakfast at the church. Thank you to Greenwood 
Grace for hosting this meal to honor our senior 
ministers who are 65 and over.

Tuesday Communion Service worship was led by 
Paula Gallaway and a team of Indiana worship pastors, 
including members of the Music Cabinet.

Pastor Gene Feasel, 
wearing his “I AM the 
District” t-shirt, with Pastor 
Don Gifford.

After Superintendent 
Don Gifford’s message, 
Assistant Superintendent 
Ron Hawkins led 
communion on Tuesday 
morning. District directors, 
executive presbyters, and 
their wives served the 
communion elements.

Administrative 
assistants from the 
district offi ce were also 
recognized.

Pastors gathered around Superintendent Don and Diane 
Gifford, and their family, as they will be taking a sabbatical for 
the next several weeks.

Board members were 
honored on Tuesday. 
Clarence Welch, Irene 
Goen, and Byron Nagel 
each received plaques for 
outstanding ministry.
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district council highlights

Receiving the recognition for Ministerial License were: Chris Stubbs, Nicole Seymour, Mark Russell, Elizabeth Rigney, Francois Mikobi, Rebecca 
McDowell, Gloria McCartney, Sophia Jorris, Joel Johnston, Justin Henry, Tim Henderson, Zachary Gidcumb, James Gidcumb, Candace Cowsert, Seth 
Burgan, and Dorene Bontrager.

The guest speaker for Tuesday 
evening’s Ordination Service 
was Dr. Gordon Anderson, North 
Central University president. 

Worship was led by Steve 
Sherwood and the Greenwood 
Grace Assembly of God worship 
team and choir.

Indiana School of Ministry 
students were honored for 
completing Levels One, Two or 
Three. 

Fine Arts Male Vocal Soloist  
Bryce Walters, from Greenwood 
Grace, sang during offertory.

2015 Ordination Candidates lined the front of the sanctuary to prepare for the presbyters in the 
“Laying on of Hands” time of prayer and anointing. Each Ordained minister received a shepherd’s staff 
and an anointing vial.

Executive Board: front row, left to right: Assistant Superintendent Ron Hawkins, Superintendent 
Don Gifford, and Executive Secretary David Delp. Second row, left to right: Northeast Executive 
Presbyter Chad McAtee, Northwest Executive Presbyter Mike Bean, and Treasurer Dan Pongratz. 
Back row, left to right: Central Executive Presbyter Keith Taylor, Executive Presbyter-at-Large Ralph 
Holdeman, and Southeast Executive Presbyter Greg Carter.
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district council highlights

2015 Ordination Class
Front row, left to right: Shaun Hardie, Kimber Auten, 
Coetta DeWitt, Judy Gardner, and Robert Hughes. 
Second row, left to right: Drew Bontrager, Nicholas 
Pridemore, Becky Adams, and Bradley Porter. Third row, 
left to right: Rebecca Johnston, Aaron Brockman, and 
Michael Cunnington. Back row, left to right: Tanya Jo 
Shipley, Curtiss Asbell, Kyle Holt, Ronald Gerrard, and 
Sarah Bocik.

The 2015 Ordination Class with their spouses and the presbyters who prayed with 
them during the Laying on of Hands ceremony.

Pastor Ron Bontrager handing his son, Drew 
Bontrager, his Bible during the Laying on of Hands 
ceremony. Dorene Bontrager, Drew’s mother, was also 
recognized as a licensed minister at this District Council.

Pastor Kevin Holt prayed with his son, Kyle Holt, during 
the Laying on of Hands ceremony.

Executive Secretary David Delp 
praying over Joel and Rebecca Johnston’s 
four-day-old baby, Oliver, at Rebecca’s 
ordination.

Superintendent Don Gifford prayed 
with Curtiss Asbell, who was ordained 
after having received chemotherapy 
earlier that day.

Assistant Superintendent Ron Hawkins prayed over 
Sarah Bocik, his future daughter-in-law. In just a few 
short weeks, Sarah will wed Caleb Hawkins, who was 
recognized for his Certifi cate of Ministry at this Council.
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News and Views

Pastor Jeff, Kim and Preston  
Gowen were installed as the new 
pastors of Angola Assembly of 
God on April 19, 2015. Interim 
Pastor Glen Mitchell passed the 
baton, and a consecration prayer 
was offered by the founding 
pastor of 35 1/2 years, Pastor 
Darold Beck.

Pastor Tim and Dawn Brown 
were installed by Former 
Superintendent Charles Crank, 
as the new pastors of Noblesville 
New Life Assembly of God on 
May 16.

Pastor Marsha Wainscott 
was installed as the new pastor 
of Plymouth New Vision on 
March 29. Superintendent Don 
Gifford was there for the special 
consecration service.

Pastor Tim and Missi 
Henderson and family, were 
installed as the new pastors 
of Rockville First Evangelistic 
Center on May 3, at a special 
consecration service.

 Pastor Jared and Lindsey 
Parks dedicated their facility at 
Terre Haute Full Gospel Assembly 
of God on April 26, 2015. 

Highlights from the Spring Area Minister’s Meetings

Pastor Wayne and Kathy Benson were 
this year’s guest speakers, speaking on 
the topic “The Eighth Letter: What is Jesus 
Saying to Your Church?”

Pastor Jim and Yvonne Clark celebrated 
30 years pastoring DeMotte Calvary which 
was one of our fi ve regional host locations.

Pastor Darrell Rice and Pastor Glyn Pfohl are a 
great example of a Paul and Timothy mentoring 
relationship.

There were powerful times of prayer with 550 in total attendance 
and 109 churches participating. Meals were catered at each location, allowing time for fellowship.
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news and views

Joelle Grace Sousa was born March 
25, 2015 weighing 7 lbs., 13 oz. 
and measuring 20 3/4 inches long. 
Congratulations to her proud parents 
Pastor Josh and Dani Sousa! 

On May 20, Pastor Greg Allison, 
Pastor David Lade, and Pastor Barry 
Jorris rode their bikes 22 miles to 
raise money for Speed-the-Light and 
BGMC missions.


