


2

The Church on the move: Indiana  By Dr. Carolyn Tennant

 Recently, I had the wonderful opportunity 
to speak at the Indiana Presbyters Retreat. I 
was so impressed with the district leadership 
because they gave space for the Spirit 
to move.  God is doing exciting things 
around your state! Th e presbyters were very 
insightful as we shared and discussed the 
fi ve-fold ministry listed in Ephesians 4.
 We talked about the fact that Jesus gave 
the fi ve gift s of apostle, prophet, evangelist, 
pastor and teacher to the church for the 
benefi t of the church as a whole. Th ese are 
supposed to “train the people to do the work 
of the ministry.”  Th ey also each oversee one 
of the fi ve important aspects of the church 
which should be fl owing out like a current. 
God wants us to be vibrant and on-the-move!

THE FIVE CURRENTS FOR A HEALTHY CHURCH

 Here are the currents we discussed which 
fl ow out of the church and make it strong: 

*Th e Powerful Wooing Current: When 
this evangelism current is strong we will 
constantly have people coming to Christ 
because the church is always sharing, loving, 
reaching out, and wooing others to Him. 
Th ose working in this current have been 
empowered by God through the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit and His constant presence 
with them. Th ey say exactly what He wants 
them to say so that souls can be reached with 
the good news. 

*Th e Radical Forming Current: When the 
teaching current is fl owing, all new believers 
become disciples and followers of Jesus who 
learn to hear and obey His voice, growing 
and maturing into being more like Him. 
Th ey produce the fruit of the Spirit and build 
a close relationship with each member of the 
Trinity. Th ose working in this current are 
strong spiritual models for those they are 
forming. Th ey are able to communicate and 
apply the Scriptures accurately and to lead 
people in the spiritual disciplines.

*Th e Synchronized Choreography Current: 
When this pastoring current is working 
properly, the church is healthy, being cared 
for, and guarded. People are functioning 
together well as a body of believers and 
use the gift s of the Spirit on a regular basis. 
Th ey prefer one another in love, give space 
to others to be themselves, and take their 
place in the body of Christ to serve as God 

designed and instructs. Th ose working in 
this movement are no respecter of persons; 
they care for everyone. Th ey know people 
by name, are aware of what is happening to 
them, minister to their needs, and go aft er 
them when they wander off .

*Th e Housecleaning Directional Current:  
When the prophetic current is active, the 
church is secure and holy. It is being directed 
by God and corrected as needed, and it is 
receiving confi rmation, exhortation, and 
edifi cation. God is given time to speak and 
reveal His plans in the midst of business and 
assembly. Th ose working in this movement 
are prayer warriors and intercessors. Th ey 
function in both formal and informal ways 
and carry around a large toolbox for handling 
various prophetic situations. Th ey are in tune 
with God, His heart, His tone, His timing, 
and His approach.

*Th e Miraculous Sending Current: When 
the sending movement is strong, the church 
is able to look outside of itself, take back 
territory that Satan has previously held, 
work in signs and wonders to establish 
God’s might, build connections and 
networks, and maintain sound doctrine 
and purity within the body of Christ. Th ose 
who work in this current are anointed as 
God’s representatives and are sent from 
Him to various countries, cultural groups, 
and problem areas. Th ey are innovators, 
entrepreneurs, church extenders and 
planters, risk-takers, and guards of the core 

truths of the church. Th ey move on to take 
new territory or tasks on a consistent basis.

REVIVAL HELPS THE CURRENTS TO FLOW

 When revival and fresh wind comes into 
the church from the Lord, He helps all of these 
currents to fl ow and raises up strong leaders for 
each one of them. As Indiana is seeing so many 
churches being touched with His presence, this 
is the perfect time to get ready with a full array 
of the leadership gift ings that Jesus Himself has 
set in place.  
 Consider looking at your own church and 
determine which currents are fl owing strongly 
and which might be more like a trickle. Th en, 
pray that God would do a new work. He will 
lead you because these currents are His heart.
 If you want to learn more, next year Infl uence 
will be publishing my book on this topic.  
Presently, I am working with the editor on the 
fi nal manuscript. It has a working title of Into 
the Currents without an Oar: Th e Church on the 
Move, referring to the little hide-covered boats 
that the Irish monks used to take out (with sails 
but no oars). Th ey launched their “coracles” 
into the ocean and trusted God to take them 
where they should go on their missionary work!  
 God has adventure for us. He wants us not 
to be stagnant, and He also desires to provide 
the power, the means, and the guidance for 
our work as a church. I look forward to seeing 
all the Indiana ministers again at the 2016 
Ministers Conference and meeting many more 
new friends. God bless you as you step into 
your coracles. Move out when He asks you to 
and take some risks for God.

Dr. carolyn Tennant
Assemblies of God 
Theological Seminary, Professor
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 We need selah moments when we 
pause to consider the blessings of God 
in our lives and allow gratitude to 
aff ect our attitude. 
 While walking some diffi  cult 
roads over the last couple of years, 
when despair would nearly overtake 
me I found lift  in recognizing my 
circumstances were fairly common, 
and Christians on the other side of 
the earth were regularly losing their 
families and their lives through 
persecution for the sake of the 
Gospel. Perspective and truth initiates 
gratitude for the blessings of God.
 Rehearsing our gratitude is powerful. 
My heart overfl ows with gratitude, 
and I want to express some things for 
which I am thankful.
 I am thankful for this Indiana 
ministry family. Not all of you are 
close enough to feel like family to me, 
but hundreds of you are. We moved 
to Indiana 33 years ago and have been 
in district ministry for 21 years. I am 
thankful for the friendships and the 
strength I’ve drawn from this family 
in the most diffi  cult time of my life. 
For the patience, for the concern, and 
the mutual grieving. I will be forever 
grateful that you have been a gift  from 
God. Th anks!
 I am thankful for your expressions 

of love. Th rough the years we’ve 
received a number of minister 
appreciation off erings. Every time I 
receive such an expression of love I 
want to express my deep gratitude 
for the expression, but there is rarely 
a forum aff orded for giving thanks. I 
am blown away by your every act of 
kindness and immensely appreciate 
you. Th anks!
 I am thankful for opportunity. 
Because there was an Indiana District 
with churches and people with a 
common mission, I was able, as a 
22-year-old, to load a U-Haul truck, 
drive from Virginia to Indiana, and 
enter into my fi rst full-time ministry 
assignment. Being appointed and 
then elected to serve you in district 
ministry has aff orded me a platform 
and an opportunity for which I am 
grateful. Sometimes the only diff erence 
between those who accomplish 
great things and those who labor in 
obscurity is opportunity. You gave me 
the opportunity to enjoy the ministry 
that has meant so much to me. Th anks!
 I am thankful for so many other 
things in my life, Donna, our kids, 
the blessings of God; but, I wanted 
to express my gratitude specifi cally 
for and to this ministry family. So...
Th anks!

• Upcoming credential orientation 
 for fi rst-time credential applicants 
 and those upgrade applicants 
 who are new to Indiana: Certifi ed  
 and Licensed - November 12, 2015
• Winter Exams for Certifi ed 
 and Licensed:  January 7, 2016
• Ordination Exams and Interviews:  
 January 12, 2016

Important Credential 
Dates:

Rev. Jerrel L. Gallaway, 82, passed away 
on July 1, 2015. He 
became licensed with 
the Assemblies of God 
in 1961. He pastored 
Greentown Assembly 
of God from 1960-63, 
and Marion Lighthouse 
Assembly of God from 
1990-93. He was also 
an associate pastor 

at Marion Westside Assembly of God for 
approximately 28 years. Surviving Jerrel are 
his wife of nearly 65 years, Doris; his children, 
Rev. Larry D. (Phillis) Gallaway; Rev. Stephen 
L. (Sharon) Gallaway; Faith (Jim) Labus; 
and Rev. Jerry D. (Paula) Gallaway; several 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, a brother 
and a sister.  In addition to his parents, Jerrel 
was preceded in death by grandson, Don 
Gallaway; brother, Rance Gallaway; brother-in-
law, Richard Drook; and father- and mother-in-
law, Chester and Ena Harmon.

Rev. Ballard G. Parsons, 87, passed away 
on August 5, 2015. 
He was a member of 
Bridge Ministries and 
was a licensed minister 
with the Assemblies 
of God. Ballard is 
survived by his loving 
wife of 67 years, 
Betty Parsons; son, 
Stephen (Jacquelyn) 
Parsons; sister-in-law, 

Maureen Nikirk; two granddaughters, Jennifer 
and Lindsey Cwikla; and many nieces, and 
nephews.

With Christ...
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Dan Pongratz
church development 
director

credentialed ministers: Book Your Time at The place at Lake Placid
 Th e Place is a cabin at Lake Placid Conference Center 
where credentialed ministers in the Indiana District can 
come and escape the rigors of everyday life. Th ere is no 
set agenda. Th erefore, you can use your time at Th e Place 
for prayer, study, relaxation, recreation, or to plan ahead.
 Th is three bedroom, two bath, 1280 sq. ft . cabin is 

ideal for your personal retreat time. While you’re there, 
spend time in the Secret Garden (Matthew 6:6 room) 
enjoying the Presence of God.
 For information and space availability, contact Jen 
Reese at 317-872-9812, or email: jreese@indianaag.org 
to book your stay.

Accepting the call to Loogootee was an easy decision 
for Duane and Dianna Smith who were raised on the west 
side of Indianapolis. Their oldest son, his wife, and two 
of their granddaughters live in Owensboro, Kentucky, 
and Duane’s two brothers and one sister also live on the 
west side of Indianapolis. Duane’s mother and father 
were raised in Washington, Indiana, (17 miles west of 
Loogootee). Duane also has numerous cousins on both 
sides of the family in Washington. Duane said, “The 
move [from Morganton, NC] was like God wrapping His 
favor in a Christmas box and giving it to us early.” Duane 
continued to say, “God had prepared this congregation 
for us and has confi rmed this move numerous times since 
May 10. When Bro. Don [Gifford] called me in February 
and said he believed he had a small congregation and 
that we might be a good fi t - he was right. So glad to be 
back in Indiana!”

Dan and Laura Pongratz 
were honored to offi ciate the 
dedication of Brynleigh and 
Josiah Courtney at Lafayette 
Mount Hope Church.
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David delp
ministerial development 

director

ISOM 2015-2016 Course Schedule
 CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE
 
 Oct. 23-24, 2015 Prison Epistles (T)  CERT 104   Intro to Homiletics  LIC 205 Church and Law  ORD 306

 Dec. 4-5, 2015 AG History, Missions & Governance  CERT 107          Romans (T)  LIC 204 Th eology of Prayer  ORD 309

 Jan. 22-23, 2016 Old Testament Survey  LIC 203 Relationships & Ethics in Ministry  CERT 108 Relationships & Ethics in Ministry  CERT 108
    
 Feb. 19-20, 2016 Th e Life of Christ Eff ective Children’s Ministry to Reach Eff ective Leadership
  CERT 101 Today’s Child and Family  CM 403 LIC 208
                                         
 March 18-19, 2016 New Testament Survey  LIC 202 Intro. to Pentecostal Doctrine  CERT 102 Intro. to Pentecostal Doctrine  CERT 102

 April 22-23, 2016 Th e Poetic Books  ORD 304 Confl ict Management  LIC 209 Confl ict Management  LIC 209
    
 June 3-4, 2016 Corinthians Pastoral Care for Children Spiritual Leadership
  ORD 302 and Family Ministry  CM 404 CERT 109

In the past six years, we have had several churches 
send large groups of students at the same time to 
ISOM.  This past year ISOM had one church send a 
record number of students at the same time. We had 
12 students from Richmond Lighthouse Assembly of 
God, attending at the same time, at our May 2015 
event. Thank you, Pastor Ralph Holdeman, and 
congratulations to Richmond Lighthouse for breaking 
the record!
Front Row: (left to right) Meggan Blackburn and 
Kristin Holdeman. Middle Row: (left to right) Jamie 
Harrison, Jordan McGriff, Amanda McGriff, and Olivia 
Abercrombie. Back Row: (left to right) Duane Harrison, 
Sherman Anthony, Angela Anthony, Keilah Shope, Joy 
Price, and Dylan Shope. 

MANAGING CHURCH FINANCES
 Church fi nances do not come naturally 
to many church leaders, yet the way you 
oversee the management of the church’s 
fi nances will make or break you. Ministry 
is never about money, but money is a 
necessary ministry resource. Th rough 
the years, I’ve witnessed more than a few 
ministries implode for lack of attention 
to fi nances. Here are a few thoughts from 
my perspective. 

Pay an accountant. You pay for the 
building, for electricity, and for ministry 
resources, why is it so hard to pay an 
accountant a minimal amount to perform 
a vitally critical service? When I pastored a 
small church and made a salary under the 
poverty line, we paid a couple of hundred 
dollars a quarter to a fi rm that specialized 

in church accounting to ensure we were 
doing everything right. Get help setting up 
payroll, quarterly withholdings, and proper 
accounting systems. If you use a volunteer 
or inexperienced bookkeeper, please have 
an accountant review things no less than 
once a year.
  Stay accountable. As a pastor, I once had 
my church treasurer fl at out tell me, “I trust 
you, I don’t need to look at the books.” My 
internal alarms all sounded immediately. 
My response, “You will initial every page 
in the ledger to prove you have looked at 
the fi nances, because I need you to protect 
me.” I want someone looking over my 
shoulder. Yes, we need latitude, but just 
knowing someone is looking at everything 
is protection.

  Have integrity. Little things matter, and 
they turn into big things. Walk in integrity 
with your personal fi nances. If you are not 
faithful with your tithe, your people will 
follow your model.
  Establish a budget. If you don’t direct 
fi nances, they will be wasted and the 
mission will go unfunded. Stewardship 
requires a budget and seeking God’s 
direction as to His plan for His resources. 
Stewardship is a spiritual function. Use 
QuickBooks, or something similar, and 
follow good accounting principles. It is 
not rocket science, and the CPA you pay a 
couple of times a year can help you. 
  Finances are not my favorite things to 
deal with, but the basics listed above may 
well save your ministry.
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Steve Furr
student Ministries
Director

 What an incredible time we had at camp 
this summer! Once again, I would like to say 
thanks to all those who had a role in making 
our Indiana camping ministry at Lake Placid 
a huge success this year! God showed up in 
a powerful way with some amazing healings 
that inspired faith in the hearts of students 

across our state! We also rejoiced to see 418 
students commit their lives to Christ, 524 
baptized in the Holy Spirit, 236 healings, 
and 111 called into full time ministry, PTL! 
Combined with the Kids Camp results, we 
rejoice with over 600 students that committed 
their lives to Christ, and approximately 700 

baptized in the Holy Spirit, PTL!
 We truly thank God for the powerful life 
changing encounters that take place through 
our camping ministry at Lake Placid each 
year. We pray God’s richest blessings upon all 
those who help make our camps a blessing to 
so many!

Summer Camps provide powerful life changing encounters
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Steve Furr
student Ministries

Director

 We had another great Rangerfest. We beat the previous year’s 
attendance record with a total of 177 men and boys from 12 
diff erent Outposts. Th e boys had a great time shooting skeet, 
overcoming mud-fi lled obstacles, fi lling dinosaurs with arrows, 
and many other things that boys love to do. 
 Father and son, David and Nathan Grubbs, and Jack Tuckey, 
from Ft. Wayne First, led us into the presence of the Lord in our 
times of praise and worship. Pastor Ryan Jackson, from Greenwood 
Grace, brought two powerful messages about escaping the traps 
the enemy has set against us and answering the call God has laid 
on our lives. At the Friday evening service, we had 18 young men 
answer the call to escape the snares of Satan and live victoriously. 
 Th e presence of the Lord continued to grow throughout the 
entire weekend. Sunday morning, District Commander Mike 
Holbrook spoke to the young men about serving others with the 
compassion and love of Christ. 
 At camp this year, a challenge was given to raise $300 for Speed-
the-Light. Jacob Badger, an Expedition Ranger, was the young 
man who was responsible for organizing the boys. Th ey met and 
surpassed that goal by giving $348.18!
 Th e boys were challenged with scripture and covered in prayer 
before each activity. It was an awesome weekend fi lled with 
sunshine, fun, the reign of the Lord, a bit of earthly rain, but a 
powerful fi lling of the Holy Spirit. Make sure you come join us 
next year!
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Kathy Holdeman, Women’s Ministries director

Ralph Holdeman and Chad McAtee, Men’s Ministries Co-Directors

 Indiana Women’s Ministries is excited to unveil our new purpose 
statement. Th is purpose captures the heart of our ministry and will 
defi ne us as we move forward. 
 
To see women LOOKING UPWARD
 We want to see women engage in awesome relationship with Jesus 
Christ; to see women intimate in worship, powerful in prayer, and 
dedicated in discipleship.

To see women LOOKING INWARD 
 We want to see women--honest with themselves, building strong 
character in their inmost being, and fi lled with discipline and virtue-- 
arise in churches across our district.

To see women LOOKING OUTWARD
 Locally Locally, we want to see women who are strong and healthy, 
coaching one another to be their best in order that Indiana’s churches 
would have women reaching out to women, learning how to be true 
friends, and positive examples to the world around them.
World WideWorld Wide, we want to see women working together to meet needs 
and assist our missionaries and other ministries. We are able to be a 
powerful force as we pool our resources together.

Indiana WomenIndiana Women’s
MinistriesMinistries     As a chosen woman of God, our goal 

and desire is to move into a deeper 
relationship with God, our Father. 
“Virtue” does not happen automatically, 
but is the result of intentional study and 
development. Virtue defi ned: behavior 
showing high moral standards; 
goodness, righteousness, morality, 
integrity, dignity, honor and purity; a 
defi nite and high calling that God has 
challenged us with. 

“You have tested us, O God; you have purifi ed us like silver.”
Psalm 66:10

 We are excited to bring to you the latest installment of our ladies 
discipleship program, Women of Virtue 3! WOV 3 continues the 
refi ning process with another set of wonderful books and begins the 
discipline of journaling. 
 Of course, there is a reward for a job well-done. At the Vital 
Conference Commissioning Service, following the completion of 
WOV 3, ladies will receive a beautiful silver bracelet as a token of their 
accomplishment. 

Women of Virtue 3
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Dan pongratz
world missions

secretary

Missionaries Home 
and Available 

Rick and Gloria McCartney
Candidate Career Missionaries to Malta

574.784.8558
rick.mccartney@agmd.org

Jason and Andrea Morrison
Career Missionaries to Czech Republic

765.631.8580
jason.morrison@agmd.org

Scott and Erin Pongratz
Career Missionaries to South Africa

317.316.1387 
scott@reachingsouthafrica.org 

Brenda and Bernie Smith
Career Missionaries to Togo

765.631.7328 – 765.631.7329
bernie.smith@agmd.org

Brett and Susan VanderMolen
Career Missionaries to Cambodia

417.833.7693
compassion4cambodia@hotmail.com

To my wonderful district family: I just arrived back in Northern Asia and want to say a big ‘THANK YOU’ for 
making it possible for me to return in time for my next assignment of teaching at the university.  I am greatly 
honored to be partnering with so many of you as you reach the lost around the world. I was blessed to have spent 
time meeting new colleagues while I was home and updating faithful partners who have encouraged me over the 
years. I love your heart for souls and your desire to see the Great Commission fulfi lled. Please look for my email 
updates, as I am not on any social media platform in the country where I serve. I have much appreciation and 
gratitude for you, and my prayers are always with you.

Missionary Renewal Indiana District Dinner in Springfi eld, MO. Special Indiana friends joined us, National 
Royal Ranger Director, Karl and Cindy Fleig!

We are so grateful for all of you; for your prayers 
and fi nancial support, and for missionary colleagues 
coming alongside us to make this transition more 
manageable. - Stuart and Wendy Brown

Scott and Anna Seiple welcome baby Abram! 
Abram Benton Seiple was born June 25, at 8:14 am 
(local Kolkata time), weighing 4.02 kg (8.86 lbs.), 
length: guess it’s not a thing here. Both mom and 
baby are doing great!
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news and views

Pastor Jeff and Teri 
Williams were installed 
as the new pastors of 
Bloomfi eld Refuge at a special 
consecration service on June 
7, 2015. Pastor David Delp 
was there to offi ciate the 
ceremony and to present 
Pastor Jeff with a new Bible.

Whiteland Solid Rock Church has moved to General Council 
status. Executive Secretary David and Donna Delp were with 
Pastor Dan and Patty Chappelow as the offi cial announcement 
was made to the congregation.

James 
Geoppner was 
installed as 
the new pastor 
of Alfordsville 
Assembly of 
God on June 
28. Executive 
Secretary David 
Delp presented 
Geoppner with a  
Bible and baton.

 Pastor Mike and Anita Marsh were honored for 25 
years of service as the lead pastors of Princeton Oasis 
Assembly of God, on August 30. Superintendent Don 
and Diane Giff ord joined the congregation to celebrate. 
Later that evening, the celebration continued with a 
Southern Gospel worship service featuring the “40-year 
reunion tour” of the Goodtime Singers. Marsh’s former 
group. Latter Rain, also regrouped to sing that evening. 
 Th e Marshes service of 25 years, is longer than anyone 
else in the church’s 65 year history. Prior to becoming 
lead pastors, they served approximately seven additional 
years there in other capacities.
 Marsh also serves as presbyter of eight other 
Assemblies of God churches in Southwest Indiana. 
 Several of Marsh’s church members have entered the 
ministry over the years, either joining the staff  at Oasis 
or at other area churches. Jim Gidcumb entered the 
ministry at Oasis and now pastors Petersburg River of 
Life Fellowship. Scott Burr served as an associate pastor 
and now pastors Owensville Dayspring. Former Oasis 
student, Beth Brown, is now a Bible college professor 
at North Central University, Minneapolis, MN; Jessica 
Wilson is ordained and has served as a missionary in 
Africa; and Zach Gidcumb serves as student ministries 
pastor at Muncie Calvary.
 “Pastor Marsh has been tremendously infl uential in 
my life,” Scott Burr said of his time on the church staff  
prior to taking the lead pastor position in Owensville. 
“He recognized the call of God in my life when I didn’t 
really recognize it myself.  He did everything to nurture 
that, and give me opportunity to grow and develop in 
my ministry skills there at the church.” 

Pastor Marsh celebrates milestone AT OASIS
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News and Views

In April 2007, a core team of 14 people saw New 
Palestine Church52 quickly breaking expectations 
for how fast a church plant could grow (spiritually 
and numerically), through encounters with God in 
worship, prayer, the Word, discipleship, elective 
classes, accountable small groups, and outreach. 
We have recently completed our new sanctuary, 
where we celebrated our fi rst service on July 12. 
With this build-out, we have almost tripled the 
amount of space we have in our sanctuary and have 
freed up some much needed space for our kids and 
youth ministries. To meet a growing need in our junior high ministry, we have added Pastor Doug and 
Alicia Leece to the leadership team. We have already seen greater attendance, increased ministry 
opportunities, and, more importantly, an expectation of encounters with God.

 After many years of growth, in February 2008, Muncie Glad 
Tidings added a new sanctuary on to their existing building.  
Since that time, their old sanctuary was never refi nished or 
clearly re-purposed until recently. In 2014, the decision was 
made to move forward with an extensive renovation. This 
multi-purpose space including a beautiful commercial kitchen 
will be used to enhance many outreach efforts to the Muncie 
community, to expand the capabilities for the day care and 
preschool which opened in January 2015, and to provide much 
needed fellowship space. 
 This area has been named Conaway Hall in honor of John 
Conaway (wife, Louise), who served this congregation from 
1956-1972 and then again for an interim period from 1985-
87. Brother Conaway dedicated himself to teaching the 
importance of the Word of God and living a life of integrity. He 
laid a foundation upon which the church continues to build. 
A dedication service was held on June 5, and both of Brother 
Conaway’s sons, Dick (Sue) and Dave (Jerry), his grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren were all present.

Lafayette First Assembly Community 
Ministries and Lafayette Eastside 
Assembly of God have united to 
serve families in the Lafayette, 
Indiana community. Greater Lafayette 
Commerce held a ribbon cutting 
ceremony July 16, 2015, in honor 
of the grand opening for the second 
location of Adventure Station 
Childcare. Like the original Adventure 
Station, located on Beck Lane, the 
new Adventure Station East offers 
childcare, preschool, and before 
and after school care opportunities. 
Adventure Station East will continue 
the philosophy of embracing God’s 
love. Nurturing professionals begin 
the preschool program with children 
as early as two. While the preschool 
curriculum is advanced, teachers 
intentionally facilitate the program 
based on the individual developmental 
needs and strive to make learning fun!

Rob and Donna Hughes 
became the new pastors of 
Crawfordsville First Assembly of 
God in July, and were offi cially 
installed on August 30. Executive 
Secretary David Delp offi ciated 
the consecration service, and 
presented Pastor Hughes with a 
Bible and baton.
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news and views

Henry Luke Furr was 
born July 31, 2015 
,weighing 8 lbs., 5 oz., and 
measuring 21 inches long. 
Congratulations to his 
proud parents, Luke and 
Nicole Furr! 

Micah Brave Holdeman 
was born July 20, 2015, 
weighing 6 lbs., 12 
oz., and measuring 
19 1/2 inches long. 
Congratulations to his 
proud parents, Josh and 
Kristin Holdeman!

Jeff and Amy Carlson completed the adoption of four children 
from Poland on July 4th. The family of 10 (four adopted, four 
biological, and mom & dad) arrived home to Indianapolis 
(Plainfi eld), on July 11th. There is a great “spirit” of adoption at 
Avon The Journey Church, where the Carlson’s pastor, with over 
20 adopted children from around the world including China, 
United States, South America, and Europe. Front row, (B=birth; 
A=adopted, followed by the age of the child, left to right): Chloe 
(B-11); Judah (A-6); Isaac (B-5); and Gabriel (B-8). Back row (left 
to right): Shiloh (A-3); Pastor Jeff; Abigail (A-9); Naomi (A-5); Amy 
Carlson; and Elijah (B-10). 

Plans are to expand the orphan ministry at Avon The Journey 
Church include the following: 1) an adoption endowment to 
fi nancially help families bring children into forever homes; 2) 
the projected launch of a Hendricks County Royal Family Kid’s 
Camp for foster children in 2016; and 3) hosting events that will 
empower people to fulfi ll the call of the Gospel to give a future 
and hope to children who otherwise would be marginalized. 

Pastor Jeff and Becky 
Kennedy were installed as 
the new pastors of South 
Bend Hope City Church at a 
special consecration service 
on August 23, 2015. Former 
Superintendent of Michigan, 
Bill and Marilyn Leach were 
there to offi ciate the ceremony.


