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HONORING
“Let the elders who rule well be 
counted worthy of double honor, 
especially those who labor in the 
word and doctrine.” -1 Timothy 5:17
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A New Year’s Biblical Commandment:
In Honor Giving Preference To One Another
 The Apostle Paul was on assignment to minister in Rome. His 
task included writing to the believers in Rome, God’s friends.  My 
assignment is to write to you, God’s friends, several times a year. 
I have been infl uenced of late by circumstances of division and 
lack of respect between God’s children. Recently I’ve read and 
studied some scripture from John Bevere’s book, Honor’s Reward.  
During 2010 may you and I practice the art of honor toward
one another.
 To honor is to value, show appreciation, esteem, favor, regard, 
and respect. As a minister, my spiritual gifting is to function as a 
pastor, teacher, exhorter, and operate in hospitality. The ministers 
of the Indiana District do this as shepherds, not as lords over those 
entrusted to us, but being examples to the fl ock (I Peter 5:1-4).  
What happens when we dishonor the fi ve-fold ministry gifts given 
to the church (Ephesians 4:11)? “A prophet is not without honor 
except in his own country, among his own relatives and in his own 
house” (Mark 6:2-4).  The hometown folks of Jesus’ community 
did not treat Him as valuable and precious, therefore, they received 
a very small partial reward.  Just a few of the sick were healed.
 The church has appointed authority and order of rank. In 
honoring a church leader we in turn honor Jesus and in honoring 
Jesus we honor God the Father.
 Matthew 10:40-42 - “He who receives you receives me. And 
he, who receives me, receives the one who sent me. Anyone who 
receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he 
is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. And if 
anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
because, he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, and he will certainly 
not lose his reward.”
 Hebrews 13:17 - “Obey your leaders and submit to their 
authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an 
account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 
for that would be of no advantage to you.”
 I Thessalonians 5:12-13 - “Now we ask you, brothers, to respect 
those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord 
and who admonish 
you. Hold them in the 
highest regard in love 
because of their work. 
Live in peace with 
each other.”
 You may feel 
equally as qualifi ed as 
your pastor. You may 
see your pastor as 
someone who could be 

easily replaced and treat him with an attitude of disrespect. Because 
we in the Assemblies of God are getting older, you may see yourself 
as one who was there prior to your pastor coming and one who will 
be there when they leave. (Pastors need to make sure they never leave 
a place without a divine call to leave). These are very dangerous 
attitudes not only for the church but for you as an individual. You 
may be cutting off your reward from our heavenly Father. 

I Timothy 5:17-18 – “Let the elders, who rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word 
and doctrine. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an 
ox while it reads out the grain,” and, “The laborer is worthy of 
his wages.”
 Practically, how do we practice double honor?
 1. Our behavior and speech toward Christian leaders should be 
  with the utmost respect. 
 2. We listen attentively when they minister. Do not allow 
  your mind to wander or have conversation with others while 
  the ministry of the Word is going on. (Don’t be out in the 
  hallway, counseling someone, sending texts, or counting the 
  offering).
 3. Don’t come late and leave early. We don’t do that as an 
  employee.
 4. Look for ways to serve our leaders without being asked.
 5. Represent your leader well to others, in conversation, and 
  conduct.
 6. My advice is to give good reports and hear good reports.  
  We don’t accept accusations without two or three 
  witnesses.
 7. When we honor our leaders, we honor Jesus and this honors 
  our Heavenly Father. 
 8. The laborer is worthy of his wages. “Elders who do their 
  work well should be paid well.” (NLT)
 9. A few leaders have abused this position of honor in authority.  
  To the few who have abused the honor principal we regret, 
  but that will not keep us from honoring those leaders whom 
  are God’s servants. 
 10. The present minister honors the previous minister.  

 I want to encourage you this year to study Honor’s Reward: How 
to Attract God’s Favor and Blessings by John Bevere. Learn the 
favor received from our Father by honoring and giving preference 
to one another (Romans 12:9-21). I admonish you ministers to 
remember our assignment is to equip, not tear down. We equip 
by restoring, mending and healing the fl ock. We as ministers are 
servants, not bullies (Ephesians 4:11-16).

(Notes taken from Honor’s Reward by John Bevere)

Former Superintendent Charles and Jan Crank 
are honored by Superintendent Don Gifford at 
the Indiana District Thanksgiving Dinner.



3

THE ENVOY is published quarterly by the
INDIANA DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
8750 Purdue Road, Indianapolis, IN 46268
U.S.P.S. #776-460
Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis IN

Envoy Design: Jennifer Reese

EXECUTIVE
OFFICERS:
Donald G. Gifford, Superintendent
Ron Hawkins, Assistant Superintendent
David Delp, Executive Secretary

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE ENVOY, 8750 Purdue Road, Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

EXECUTIVE
PRESBYTERS:
Greg Carter
Gregory Hackett  
Ralph Holdeman
C. Glyn Pfohl
David Snodderly
Keith Taylor

 I recently met with about fi fteen of our ordained ministers 
to work on adjusting our credentialing process into one that is 
more relationally and developmentally oriented. We desire to 
provide accountability and connection in the process 
while being sensitive to the time constraints of our 
candidates.
 New developments launching in 2010 include 
a required orientation for those seeking their fi rst 
ministerial credential with the Indiana District. 
Candidates may attend the orientation on either June 
10 or November 4 of 2010 at the district offi ce. In 
the orientations we will discuss the purpose of and 
need for credentials, provide assistance in fi lling 
out the applications, and engage candidates in an 
initial interview. The registration deadline is three 
(3) weeks before the orientation. Inquiries can be 
addressed to Faith in the district offi ce or via email at 
secretariat@indianaag.org.
 Another development stems from our desire 
to assure a connection between credential candidates and 
a sponsoring or a mentoring pastor. Ministers need three 
relationships for success: We must reach up to a Paul (a mentor 
or spiritual father/mother), we must reach out to a Barnabas (an 

encouraging peer), and we must reach down to lift a Timothy 
(a mentee or a son/daughter in the faith). We want to partner 
with “Pauls” who have recognized and nurtured the call of God 

upon a man or woman of God. We will desire, 
whenever possible, a mentor/sponsoring pastor’s 
willingness to encourage a candidate in his/her 
journey. Additionally, the interview process will be 
one of encouraging a lifelong journey in pursuing 
the Presence of God, character development, 
relational development, practical ministry/leadership 
development, and growth in biblical knowledge. 
Observations gleaned from interviews, especially 
for those candidates receiving credentials, will be 
communicated to the mentor/sponsor pastor so they 
can continue to walk with those ministers as they 
grow in ministry.
 As I come to a deeper understanding of 
what we are trying to accomplish through our 
credentialing processes, I want to affi rm the 

importance of a spiritual leader who mentors and develops 
ministers in a local context. Fledgling ministers need mentors and 
a spiritual community, and we must encourage such through and 
in our processes.

Credentials Process Changes Launched

Executive Secretary David E. DelpEEExxxeecccuuutttiiivvveee SSSeecccrrreeetttaarrryyy DDDaaavvviiiddd  EEE.. DDDeellppp

With Christ...
Christina N. Osmon, 22, 
Evansville, went to be 
with Christ on November 
26, 2009. She was Youth 
Minister at the Potter’s 
Wheel and a counselor at 
Ruth’s House. She was a 

certifi ed minister with the Indiana District.
Lonnie E. Calloway, 87, 
Missouri, went to be with 
Christ on October 23, 2009. 
He served as an Assemblies 
of God minister for 61 
years in six different states 

(including Indiana) and overseas as a 
missionary.

Rodney Hall, 75, Waterloo, 
went to be with Christ on 
August 20, 2009. He pastored 
at Agape Assembly of God in 
Waterloo, and taught English 
and literature at DeKalb 
Central School System.

 Dr. George Wood stated, “No church 
is too big to do an ACMR.  The Early 
Church tabulated into the thousands.  
No church is too small:  “whenever two 
or three of you gather….”  In fact, the 
temptation of the smaller church is not 

to keep records because it feels they are 
too insignifi cant—nothing can be farther 
from the truth.  A small church which 
keeps good records is actually a church 
getting ready to grow.  ACMR Reports are 
your valuable tool for assessment of your 

current church status and for providing a 
critically important piece of your church’s 
historical record. Record keeping is 
biblical, it is managerially important, but 
most importantly, spiritually it helps us to 
prioritize and evaluate.  

ACMR Reports Due January 31, 2010

Required 
Credential 

Orientation for 
all first-time, 

Indiana District 
credential 
applicants 

offered only 
on June 10 or 
November 4, 

2010

Required 
Credential 

Orientation for
all first-time, 

Indiana District 
credential 
applicants 

offered only 
on June 10 or 
November 4, 

2010
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Youth Ministries Director Steve FurrYYYYooouuuttthhh MMMiinnniissstttrrriiieeesss DDDiirrreeccctttooorrr SSSttteeevvveee FFFuuurrrrrr

TBQ League Meets:
January 16, 2010-- 

  New Whiteland Grace

February 13, 2010--

  Franklin First

February 27, 2010--

  Indpls Calvary Temple

March 13, 2010-

  TBD

2009 Fine Arts Nationals  |  Indiana Top 10:

Visit indianaag.org for the 
2010 IYM calendar

This Changes EverythingThis Changes Everything
2009 IYM Youth Convention

Over 2000 students and leaders made the trip 
down to the Gathering Place in Greenwood, IN 
for the 2009 youth convention Nov. 20-21.  The 
theme was “This Changes Everything.”  Robert 
Madu, from Dallas, TX, was our evangelist Friday 
evening and Saturday afternoon.  He brought the 
Word in a way that students will remember for 
a long time!  Many students made decisions for 
Christ and over 80 students were filled with the 
Holy Spirit during Saturday’s service!  After the 
altar-time Friday evening, Sanctus Real performed 
a special late night concert.  
Dr. Gordon Anderson, president of North 

Central University, was our Speed-the-Light Goal 
Rush speaker Saturday morning. We received 
almost $95,000.00 in the STL offering for our 
missionaries.  Praise the Lord!!  Many thanks to 
all who helped make Convention a success this 
year:  The Gathering Place, Dave Weil & Realife 
Media, Lafayette Master’s Commission, Indiana Chi 
Alpha, Rockford Master’s Commission, Evansville 
Master’s Commission... we couldn’t have done it 
without you!

Landon Lawrence Signen’ 4 Him
Columbia City Victory Indpls Abundant Life
6th  Visual Art 2D 4th   ASL Group

Thank You Refined
Indpls Calvary Temple Owensville Dayspring
8th  ASL Group 5th Puppetry Group

CT Percussion Forevermore
Indpls Calvary Temple Indpls Calvary Temple
3rd  Percussion Unconventional 3rd  Christian Band

Calvary Boys Lamont & the Shes
Indpls Calvary Temple Indpls Calvary Temple
2nd  Rap Group 9th  Large Vocal Ensemble

** Dustin Newman  
Kingsley Full Gospel  

Kappa Tau  5th  Visual Art 2D**
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Church Development Director Dan PongratzCCChhhuuurrrccchhh DDDeeevvveelllooopppmmmeennnttt  DDDiiirrreeccctttooorrr DDDaannn  PPPooonnngggrrraaatttzzz

Planting churches is one of General Superintendent, George 
Wood’s core values. The General Council in session last August 
approved a third church classifi cation namely a “Parent Affi liated 
Church.”  This allows a church to plant another church that 
remains under the supervision of the planting church.  Pastor 
Scott Burr from Owensville, Dayspring Community Church 
launched New Life Community Church in Haubstadt with Pastor 
Dusty McCandless.

Pastor Steve and Edna Thomas was installed as the new pastor at 
Washington Assembly of God on September 20, 2009.

Pastor Allen Williams and his congregation from Hebron New 
Pointe Church have gone from District Affi liated to a General 
Council church.

Pastor Doug and 
Amy Harris installed 
as the pastor of Ark 
Christian Fellowship 
in Avilla on July 26, 
2009.

Pastor Patrick Newton and church family at Hulman Street 
Assembly of God in Terre Haute were fi rst in Division IV in 
Indiana Advance giving $2,119.00.

The churches in the northwest corner of Indiana rallied around 
Pastor Keith Larry and his congregation as they were burdened 
to move back to their old building in Gary.  They are still in 
need fi nancially to fi nish the renovation.  Contact Pastor Larry at 
219.884.8168.
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Discipleship/Christian Education Director Karl S. FleigDDDiisssccciipppllleeessshhhiippp//CCChhhrrriissstttiiiaannn EEEddduuucccaaatttiiiooonnn  DDDiirrreeccctttooorrr KKKaaarrrlll  SSS.. FFFllleeiiiggg

visit us online at www.ceindiana.org

2010 Summer Kids Camps
July 6-9  Kids Mini Camp (ages 8-10) 

July 12-16  Kids Camp (ages 8-10) 

2010 Preteen Plus Camp
July 19-23  (ages 11-13) 

2010 Sports Camps
      July 26-29  (ages 9-13)

Football (boys only)

Soccer (boys and girls)

Cheerleading (girls only)

Basketball (boys and girls)

Destination: Future!  This is the theme for camps this 
year and boy does the future look bright!  It’s not 
too early to begin planning now for camp this July.  
Notice there are changes in the weeks of camp offered. 
There is only one Preteen camp this summer and it 
will fi ll up fast! Our short week of camp is fi rst and 
will kick off on Tuesday instead of Monday as normal. 

Fun Arts Festival

April 10, 2010
Muncie Calvary Christian Center

“Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 

has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” 

-1 Peter 1:3

Registration Forms and Festival Rules
will be posted online soon!

Ministry Training Summit
September 25, 2010

Indianapolis Lakeview Church

Senior Adult Retreat
October 1-3

Lake Placid Conference Center

Save The Date

Registration Forms and Staff Applications will be available online around the beginning of 2010.

This will allow families to spend the fourth of July 
together. Finally we have a new camp we are offering 
– it’s Sport Camp. Check out our website to get the 
latest information on this exciting line up of camps for 
2010!

NEW!
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World Missions Secretary Dan PongratzWWWWooorrrlllddd  MMMiissssssiiiooonnnsss SSSeecccrrreeetttaaarrryyy DDDaannn  PPPooonnngggrrraaatttzzz

Pastor Chuck Lynch and the congregation at Madison were 
recognized during their annual missions convention for their 
missions giving in 2008.  They were fi rst in Division II giving 
$155,292.05.

The Indiana churches have come through again.  Carolyn 
Slaughter (pictured above) was able to raise her budget and 
fl y out to her destination.  Sarah Careins (pictured below) also 
raised her budget and is now in South Africa.  Even during 
this economic climate your faithfulness in prayer and fi nancial 
support have made these miracles possible.

Pastor Ron Bontrager and the congregation at Lakeview Church, 
Indianapolis were recognized for their annual support during their 
annual missions emphasis.  They were fi rst in Division I giving 
$511,404.96.

Michael and Sue O’Brien - Veteran Missionaries for Healthcare  
 Ministries - 417.889.6997
Wayne & Marilyn Simmons - Veteran Missionaries to Korea 
 417.861.9216
Bart and Lisa Bagwell – Veteran Missionaries to Egypt – 
 417.693.6555
Wayne and Delight Peercy – Veteran Missionaries to South 
 Africa – 765.418.5303
Bernie and Brenda Smith – Veteran Missionaries to Togo – 
 765.414.5771  
Larry and Arlene Stevens – Veteran Missionaries to Africa – 
 larry.stevens@agmd.org

Rick and Angela Forker – Veteran Missionaries to Italy – 
 rick.forker@hqmail.agmd.org  207.205.3340
Gary and Lori Ellison – Veteran Missionaries to Vanuatu - 
 765.210.6235 jgary.Ellison@agmd.org 
Kevin and Wendy Beery – Veteran Missionaries to Bulgaria  – 
 Kevin.beery@agmd.org 260.797.2048
Jason and Andrea Morrison – Veteran Missionaries to Czech 
 Republic –  765.538.2798  Jason.Morrison@agmd.org 
Mark and Anita VanGorp – Veteran Missionaries to Global 
 University Media Operations – 
 mark.vangorp@hqmail.agmd.org
Alan and Tricia Baker – Veteran Missionaries to Europe – 
 alan.baker@agmd.org

Missionaries Home and Available for Service
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Ministry Development Director David E. DelpMMMiinnniissstttrrryyy DDDeeevvveelllooopppmmmeennnttt  DDDiirrreeccctttooorrr DDDaaavvviiiddd EEE.. DDDeellppp

 The Indiana District School of Ministry (ISOM) is nearing its 
sixth month of operation. Averaging about 60 students in each 
session, ISOM provides training for both those seeking to fulfi ll 
credentialing study requirements and those seeking to grow in 
their ministry skills and leadership. ISOM purposes to assist 
“Pauls”, whether 
it be the local 
church pastor or 
a mentor pastor, 
in providing 
a study 
component 
for their 
“Timothies” as 
they grow and 
develop in local

 church ministry and leadership. 
Students may take as many or as few courses through ISOM as 

they desire and can enter at any point in the class cycle. Students must 
register for each course no later than 30 days prior to the course. 
   We look forward to adding level 3 (Ordination Track) 

beginning with 
the August 2010 
session.
   For enrollment 
and registration 
information, visit 
isom.indianaag.org 
or email isom@
indianaag.org.

Indiana District School of Ministry

An additional three-month internship is required at each Level for those pursuing ministerial credentials.

*This schedule accommodates those who started credential courses under the old Berean schedule and who now need to take courses on the transitional plan. 
(T) indicates a course on the transitional list.

 Class Date Level One Level Two  Level Three
 Registration Deadline:  (Certifi ed) (Licensed) (Ordained)
 30 days prior to class Course Course Begins in August 2010

 Jan. 29-30, 2010 Relationships & Ethics in Ministry (T) Old Testament Survey TBA
 
 Feb. 26-27, 2010 Intro. to Hermenuetics Effective Leadership (T) TBA
 
 March 26-27, 2010 Intro. to Pentecostal Doctrine (T) New Testament Survey TBA
 
 April 23-24, 2010 The Local Church in Evangelism Confl ict Management (T) TBA   
   
 June 4-5, 2010 Spiritual Leadership Intro. to AG Missions (T) TBA 

ISOM Class Schedule

AREA DATE LOCATION

Northwest March 15, 2010 TBD
Northwest March 16, 2010 Lafayette First AG
Central March 18, 2010 Indianapolis Lakeview Church
Central March 22, 2010 Indianapolis Calvary Temple
Southeast March 23, 2010 Madison First AG
Northeast Sept. 7, 2010 Ft. Wayne First AG
Southwest Sept. 13, 2010 Bedford First AG
Southwest Sept. 14, 2010 Newburgh Abundant Life AG
North Central Sept. 20, 2010 Elkhart Calvary AG

The fi rst group of ISOM Students in August 2009.

 The 2010 Area Minister’s Meetings (AMMs) will focus on 
Pastor/Board/Staff relationships. We look forward to joining 
with your team for a banquet-style meeting. One thing we miss 
from our days of sectional council tours is the connect with our 
ministers and church boards in an inspirational banquet setting. 
To the right, a schedule of dates and locations will assist you 
in your planning. At the time of printing, the fi rst Northwest 
meeting is not yet confi rmed, but that information will be 
forthcoming. 
 We’ve had to split our 5 areas into 10 different meetings 
to accommodate a banquet for both our ministers and church 
boards. We will send registration materials to each church in 
January.

2010 Area Minister’s Meetings to Focus on Relationships
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Women’s Ministries Director Cindy FleigWWWWooommmeennn’’sss MMMiinnniissstttrrriiieeesss DDDiirrreeccctttooorrr CCCiinnndddyyy FFFllleeiiiggg

Women’s Conference 
                       2009

Field 
Day

2009

Powette

Indiana Girls ministries Judy Jacobs

Guest speaker, Judy Jacobs, joined us at 
Women’s Conference on November 6th 
& 7th at Indianapolis Calvary Temple and  
ministered from her heart in a way only 
she can do.  Many lives were changed as 
women were touched by God’s presence, 
healed and fi lled with the Holy Spirit!  
The weekend also included several 
incredible workshops and as always, lots 
great shopping!  It was a wonderful time 
together for the ladies of Indiana!

shopping!

workshops
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visit us online at www.inhonorbound.com

Men’s Ministries Director Karl S. FleigMMMeennn’’sss  MMMiinnniissstttrrriiieeesss DDDiirrreeccctttooorrr KKKaarrrlll SSS.. FFFllleeiiiggg

2009 Senior Adult Retreat at Lake Placid Conference Center

2010 Rangers/Mens Events Calendar
Date Event 
March 12-13 Men’s Champions Conference 
March 11-13  National Rangers Council 
May 8  Ranger All Commander Meeting 
June 4-6  Rangers Extreme Camps 
July 30-Aug. 1  Ranger Fest 
Sept. 3-5  Rangers FCF Family Day 
Sept. 10-11  Men’s Advance 
Sept. 18  Rangers Kids Field Day 
Sept. 25  Training Blitz (at Ministry Training Summit) 

Oct. 1-3  Senior Adult Retreat 
Oct. 15-17  Rangers FCF Fall Trace 
Oct. 23  Rangers District Staff Meeting 

SAVE THE DATE
Extreme Camps
June 4-6, 2010
For leaders and boys

Motivated
Men’s Champions

Conference

March 12-13, 2010

at Indianapolis
Lakeview Church

Special Guest Speaker:
Denny Duron

Worshops for Men
of all ages

Register Online at:
www.inhonorbound.com

We had another incredibly successful Senior Adult 
Retreat!  Thanks to Johnny and Betty Garrison for their 
incredible leadership.  Attendance grew again as more 

continue to hear about this weekend. Nearly 200 people 
came together from all around the state. Mark your 
calendars now for October 1-3, 2010 and register early!
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Area Ministers MeetingsAAArrreeaaa MMMiinnniisssttteerrrsss MMMeeeeetttiinnngggsss

The Indianapolis Area Churches met on November 3 at the 
District Office. The theme was city-wide transformation.

The Division 1 Churches met at 
the District Office on September 
17 and were led by James 
Bradford.

Credentialed Women met at 
Indianapolis Eagle Creek on 
September 14. Marigold Cheshier 
was the guest speaker.

Ministers who were 40 and under met at New Whiteland Grace on 
Sept. 10, 2009. Facilitators were Ron Hawkins and Wayne Murray.

Evangelist Evelyn Drummond 
leading communion.
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By Rev. Jeff Carlson

 Hubert Greer was a man larger 
than life. One could not help but 
notice him. I fi rst met him the day 
I interviewed with the board as a 

candidate to 
fi ll his very 
large shoes. 
Hubert had 
labored for 
34 years 
in Central 
Indiana, 
doing the 
work of the 

Lord. It was truly an honor to 
be voted in by Plainfi eld First 
Assembly of God as his successor 

upon his retirement. When I 
arrived in Plainfi eld, the Lord 
reminded me of my grandfather’s 
retirement from the ministry. I 
was determined to do everything I 
could to make sure Hubert Greer 
felt welcome at our church, had 
a place of ministry as he desired, 
and continued to be a key fi gure 
in our church. There were a few 
strategies I employed to make this 
a reality. 

Have a Closed 
Conversation
 One of the fi rst things I did was 
to have Hubert into my offi ce (it 
used to be his!) to talk. I think 
the insight he was able to give 

me about the church proved to 
be invaluable, but that was not 
my main intent. I assured him 
that he and Trudy were always 
welcome at our church, and I 
wanted them to be a part of the 
church. In fact, if Hubert didn’t 
stay and continue to champion 
the vision of the church, I felt 
the loss of his support would be 
monumental. Of course it helped 
that Hubert was very conscious of 
the boundaries between pastor and 
parishioner and respected them 
carefully. If the outgoing pastor 
does not understand this and act 
accordingly, there is nothing the 
incoming pastor can do to make 
the relationship successful. As 

pure as the new pastor’s heart 
might be, the former pastor’s heart 
needs to be just as pure. Hubert 
also knew my door was always 
open to him and that I was his 
biggest fan – and he was mine. In 
those closed conversations, Hubert 
and I forged a trust and friendship 
that I look forward to renewing on 
the other side of eternity.

Provide an Avenue of 
Ministry – Don’t Be Jealous 
For What is Not Yours
 A great fear of retired pastors 
is that they will no longer have 
a place to minister. Just because 
they retire does not mean the call 
of God and the gifts of the Holy 

Hubert Greer

Honoring Our Predecessors...A Look Back

Speed The Light
 Please allow me this opportunity 
to express my gratitude to the 
faithful  Indiana churches who have 
supported Speed-the-Light over the 
years.  As you know STL provides 
transportation and communication 
equipment to all of our Assemblies of 
God Missionaries at home and around 
the world. Because of your sacrifi cial 
STL giving countless numbers who 
would never have heard the gospel 
have come to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ.
 It is hard to believe but we have 
already entered into a new year, 
with a new decade of missions 
challenges now upon us.  One of the 
great challenges we face this year 
is to raise near $500,000 in Indiana 
STL projects before the year’s end.  
Together we can accomplish this and 
do greater things for the Kingdom 
than ever before.  Our strategy to 
accomplish this in 2010 is our fi rst 
ever district wide project we’re calling 
the “ 2010 Indiana All Will Drive STL 
Challenge.”  The Challenge simply 
asks for every Indiana A/G Church 
to commit to the following during 
2010 to enable us to catch up with our 
district STL Project defi cit.  

2010 Indiana All Will Drive 
STL Challenge

 For every Indiana Church to 
endeavor to add $1,000 giving over 
the course of this year to their 
previous year’s giving. 

1.  THE NEED
 We need to raise $446,806 in 2010 to 
prevent Indiana Missionaries from 
continuing to wait up to two years for 
their transportation needs.  

2. THE CHALLENGE
 For every Indiana Church to 
endeavor to add $1,000 giving over the 
course of this year to their previous 
year’s giving. 

3. THE STRATEGIES
  Model giving to your 
congregation by joining with your 
District Youth Director this year with 
increased personal giving of at least 
$500- $1,000.
  Schedule at least one Sunday 
Service this year where STL is 
presented to the entire church 
with opportunity for giving and/or 
individual goals to be set.
 Schedule at least one youth 

service toward the beginning of the 
year where STL is presented with 
opportunity for giving and individual 
goals to be set.   
 Strategically highlight STL on 
other occasions throughout the course 
of the year.
  Plan at least one major STL 
fundraiser that preferably involves 
the entire church.
 Prayerfully consider a project to 
designate your STL giving for and to 
challenge your congregation with.
 Use the STL Website! --  
speedthelight.ag.org 
 Let me remind you that Jesus said to 
“Go into all the World and preach the 
gospel to every creature”  thus, giving to 
missions is not a matter of prayer.  You 
do not have to pray about something 
that Jesus has already commanded.  
It is simply a matter of obedience.  If 
we are obedient, I am confi dent three 
things will happen this year.  First, 
that every church in Indiana will 
contribute.  Second, that together we 
will indeed raise the dollars needed for 
our current Indiana projects.  Third,  
that no Indiana Missionary will have to 
continue ministry on the fi eld without 
their basic essentials of transportation.

2010 Indiana District Project:
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Spirit in their life have lifted. I 
made sure Hubert continued to 
feel comfortable ministering at 
PFA. Often he would call me to let 
me know someone had called him 
for prayer or counsel; or I would 
call and ask him to talk with 
someone who needed his wisdom. 
I gave him teaching assignments 
on Wednesday, would ask him to 
pray over communion or at the 
altar with people, and visit folks 
in the hospital. We had a set of 
business cards made for his use 
with the title “Pastor Emeritus.” I 
was determined not to be jealous, 
but to give Hubert the platform he 
needed to continue to pour into 

the lives of others. This gave him 
worth and purpose – something 
highly valued to all of us. Giving 
others a place to serve, including 
Hubert, is part of my job. If the 
pastor you have followed is 
still in the community, don’t be 
intimidated by him. Instead, reach 
out to him and help him fi nd a 
place to minister. 

Love Him – And Tell Others 
How You Feel
 Hubert’s funeral in January 
of 2007 was one of the saddest 
days at PFA for me. For nearly 
two years I served alongside 
him and had grown to love him 

deeply. I loved him because he 
was a champion of the faith who 
had forged new ground for the 
Kingdom; the ground to which I 
now set my plow. I love telling 
people, even now, how much he 
means to me, how thankful I am 
to have followed him, and what 
a marvelous pastor he once was. 
I will always love him for laying 
some of the foundation on which 
we are now building. I will never 
cease to tell others how I feel. 
 Allow the Lord to birth a love 
in your heart for your predecessor 
or your successor. God will honor 
your heart and, I believe, give you 
favor with your congregation as 

they see the love you have for the 
one(s) who’ve gone before.
 If we believe that we will 
someday reap what we sow, then 
perhaps we should take a more 
careful look at how we follow 
those in ministry who have 
gone before 
us. Someday 
we will fi nd 
ourselves on the 
other end of the 
spectrum.

Carlson still 
pastors at 
Plainfi eld First 
Assembly of God, Plainfi eld, Indiana.

Jeff Carlson

“Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, 
in honor giving preference to one another.”  - Romans 12:10

MISSIONARY LOCATION PROJECT PLEDGED BALANCE

Bernie Smith ................ Togo ........................... Next Term Vehicle .....................35,000.00 ............ 35,000.00

Jason Morrison ............ Czech Republic ......... First Term Vehicle ......................35,000.00 ............ 35,000.00

Africa ............................. Africa .......................... Portable PA System....................1,200.00 ................ 1,200.00

Ghana ........................... Ghana......................... Portable PA System....................1,200.00 ................ 1,200.00

Ghana ........................... Ghana......................... Basic School Package  ...............12,000.00 ............ 12,000.00

Ghana ........................... Ghana......................... Bible School Van ........................40,000.00 ............ 40,000.00

Ghana ........................... Ghana......................... Portable Generator ....................5,000.00 ................ 5,000.00

Greg Webby ................ Morocco ..................... Next Term Vehicle .....................41,000.00 ............ 41,000.00

Alan Baker ................... Belgium ...................... Next Term Vehicle .....................35,000.00 ............ 35,000.00

Unsion International .. Ecuador ...................... TV Studio Equipment ................21,000.00 ............ 21,000.00

Kevin Beery .................. Bulgaria ..................... Book of Hope Pkgs ....................3,292.00 ................ 3,292.00

Kevin Beery .................. Bulgaria ..................... Book of Hope Pkgs ....................3,292.00 ................ 3,292.00

David Dingman ........... Southern Asia ........... First Term Vehicle ......................25,000.00 ............ 25,000.00

Garret Nichols ............. Ghana......................... Sound system/ generator .........3,180.00 ................ 3,180.00

Todd Tyson .................. France ........................ First Term Vehicle ......................35,000.00 ............ 35,000.00

Chris Stubbs ................. South Africa .............. First Term Vehicle ......................14,488.22 ............ 14,488.22

Herb Johnson .............. Philippines ................. Vehicle Refurbish .......................2,728.00 ................ 2,728.00

Herb Johnson .............. Philippines ................. Video Projector ...........................1,095.00 ................ 1,095.00

David Rose ................... Indiana ....................... Vehicle .........................................21,000.00 ............ 21,000.00

David Weil .................... Indiana ....................... One Ton Truck ............................35,000.00 ............ 35,000.00

Malawi  ......................... Malawi ........................ Bible School Vehicle ..................17,500.00 ............ 17,500.00

Sarah Careins ............... South Africa .............. First term Vehicle .......................48,831.00 ............ 48,831.00

Youth Alive .................. Indiana ....................... 7 Project .......................................10,000.00 ............ 10,000.00

 TOTAL: .........................................446,806.22 446,806.22

2010 Current Speed The Light Projects

by Superintendent Don Gifford; Missions Secretary Dan Pongratz; and Youth Director Steve Furr
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News and ViewsNNNeeewwwsss aannnddd  VVViiieeewwwsss

Pastor Bill and Esther Parks were installed 
at Crawfordsville First on May 31. Karl 
and Cindy Fleig were there to honor them.

Michael and Stacie Anderson of Elwood 
First were honored by Superintendent 
Gifford at an installation ceremony held 
on September 9, 2009.

The new pastor at Evansville Cornerstone, 
Pastor Gary and Kimber Auten, were 
honored in a ceremony on August 16, 
2009. Superintendent Don and Diane 
Gifford offi ciated the ceremony.

New Arrivals
John Abram Boman was 
born on August 31, 2009, 
to Josh and Allie Boman, 
weighing 7 lbs, 13 oz., 
and measuring 20 inches 
long.

Micah Joseph Hartzell
was born on July 10, 2009, 
to Zach and Rebekah 
Hartzell, weighing 9 lbs, 
1 oz., and measuring 21 
inches long.

Abigail Faith Rowe was 
born on November 20, 
2009, to Aaron and Nikki 
Rowe, weighing 8 lbs, 
5 oz., and measuring 20 
inches long.

Josiah Erickson Trump
was born on September 
1, 2009, to Keith and Lori 
Trump, weighing 6 lbs, 
8.5 oz., and measuring 
19 inches long.

Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford 
honored Pastor John and Susan Utley 
from Elkhart Radiant Life as they were 
welcomed into the General Council of 
the Assemblies of God on November 22, 
2009.

Tim and Dee Trzil were installed at 
Carmel Assembly of God as the new 
Children’s Pastors on October 4, 2009.

New Pastors Honored at Installations

New pastors were honored at the District Offi ce on August 25, 2009. Those in 
attendance were (from left to right): Sean Costello, Tyrus Thompson, Doug and 
Amy Harris, Michael and Stacie Anderson, Mark and Michelle Pratt.

Honoring Our Elders
Special honor was given to Pastor Wilson 
and Frieda Shabaz on November 22, 2009. 
Shabaz  is currently holding once 
a month services at South Bend South 
Gate on Sunday nights. He is the third 
eldest minister in our district after Marie 
Smith who is 93, and Elsie Boze who is 
92 years old.

Columbus First dedicated their new 
facility on June 7, 2009 after their building 
was fl ooded in 2008. Among those present 
were General Treasurer Doug Clay, Pastor 
Don Andreasen, and Karl Fleig, from the 
District Offi ce.



Evelyn Leffew was honored by 
Superintendent Don Gifford on Sunday, 
July 26 at LaPorte Assembly of God. 
Leffew has taught four and fi ve-year-olds 
for 42 years. She taught Ken Grace, Jr., 
who is now the Youth and Worship Pastor.
Now she is teaching Grace’s daughter, 
Lauren (pictured here).
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Lafayette First Assembly honored Pastor 
Greg and Lisa Hackett for 25 years 
of ministry at a celebration service on 
October 25, 2009. The Hackett’s were 
surprised by their children and Greg’s 
father, Charles Hackett, who came to 
preach both morning services. Also among 
those in attendance were Pastor Greg’s 
mother and maternal grandparents. A 
video presentation of the past 25 years was 
played, along with video greetings from 
the directors from the Indiana District 
offi ce. The day of celebration continued 
with a steak dinner and dessert reception to 
honor all of the pastors at Lafayette First.

Pastor Steve and Sharon Gallaway were honored for 25 years as pastor of New Castle 
First Assembly of God on November 1, 2009. Special guests to the celebration were 
Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford. Pictured above (from left to right) is: Scott 
Sutherland, Pastor Steve Gallaway, John Akers, Sharon Gallaway, Steve Hibbert, and 
Roger Dissmore. To honor their pastors, the leadership of the church is sending the 
Gallaway’s on a trip to the Holy Land. 

Indiana Chi Alpha leaders were honored at the District Offi ce Thanksgiving Dinner on 
November 23, 2009. Front row (left to right): Allie Boman (with baby John), Purdue 
XA; April Hilliard (with baby Brandon), Great Lakes XA; Jennifer Reese, Ball State 
XA; Madeline Wengert, University of Indianapolis XA; Laurie Atz, Indiana-Purdue 
University Ft. Wayne XA; Linda Seiler, Purdue XA; Nicole Rheaume, Purdue XA; 
and Anna Alexander. Back row (left to right): Josh Boman, Purdue XA; Levi Mielke, 
Purdue XA; Kim Van Til, Great Lakes XA; Leigh Anne Coats and Bev Freund, 
University of Southern Indiana; Jeff Atz, Indiana-Purdue University Ft. Wayne XA; 
Belkis Lehmann, Great Lakes XA and Jeff Alexander, Indiana XA director.

Hines Honored at LaPorte Assembly
July 26, 2009, 
was a day of 
celebration and 
honor at LaPorte 
Assembly of God. 
On that day, Pastor 
Jeff and Marcia 
Hines celebrated 

20 years as lead pastors at LaPorte Assembly. They 
also celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary and 
Pastor Jeff’s 50th birthday. Superintendent Don and 
Diane Gifford attending the celebration. To honor their 
pastor, the church raised money for Pastor Jeff to take a 
sabbatical (for the fi rst time in 21 years).
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March 8-9, 2010 at the Embassy Suites North
Guest Speaker: Marsha Woolley

Minister’s Wives/Women In Ministry Retreat
Marsha is an extraordinary woman with a powerful anointing and a gift of communicating to women.  
Born in Ghana, West Africa to missionary parents, Marsha has lived over half her life in Africa where 
she has repeatedly experienced the miraculous power of God in healings and miracles.  She is a 
very talented praise and worship leader with a beautiful voice and several albums to her credit.  Her 
vivacious personality coupled with the anointing of the Holy Spirit transcends all barriers.  A wife and 
mother, she will win your heart with her humor and honesty. Come experience the power and presence 
of God that will change your life.

Pastor 
Kim 
Sharp 
and the 
Franklin 
First 
Worship 
Team.

Members of Marion Lighthouse 
Worship Team led by Paula Gallaway.

New Palestine Church52 Worship 
team led by Nathan Gifford.

Over 300 
registered for 
Minister’s 
Conference. 
Special 
speakers were 
Dr. Doug 
Oss and John 
Bevere. This 
was a great 
time of family, 
worship and 
the Word.


