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Personal and Spiritual Life Practices
Please read Bob Sorge’s book, “Secrets of the Secret Place,” if you
have not already.   Prayer is not only talking to God, but we must
practice the art of listening.   I often leave the Secret Place after
spending time with the Father having written down a page full of
“God thoughts.”
Here is a word to church leaders, ushers, and board members.  
Please do not count the offering when it’s time for public worship
and prayer.  Individuals who are not faithful to services, who do not
have a private devotional life, nor attend corporate prayer, should
prioritize their priorities.  
One of the Core Values for the Indiana District is TEAM.  The “M”
stands for modeling. May I remind all that our prayer time should
include much praying in our prayer language.  This is a great means
of building up our faith (Jude 20) and personal edification
(I Corinthians 14:4).
The Nine Spiritual Disciplines are:
    The third discipline is the Word of God. Every
1. worship
6. fellowship
Ordination service, we give the charge to preach the
Word. Each year I am learning to love the Word more
2. prayer
7. stewardship
and have begun reading for the 27th time through the
3. the Word of God
8. ministry/service
Bible.  This Christmas, Diane requested a large print One
4. communication
9. submission
Year Bible. We are getting older, you know.  We must be
people who hear, read, study, meditate, and memorize the
5. fasting
Word (the latter being a discipline needed more in my
Just as the human body is nourished by natural stimuli, so our spirit own life).  People come to our churches to hear a Word from God,
is fed by God-given spiritual stimuli.  A well-balanced natural diet is not a sermon off the Internet.   
Another discipline is fasting. This is doing without something,
to the physical body what a balanced spiritual life is to a person and
a congregation.  The older I get, the longer it takes me to get ready such as food, for a spiritual purpose. If you have never fasted, begin
because of all the stimuli used to function well.  
this year practicing discipline in this area. Many in the District Office
The Spiritual Life function of Church Life releases the Spirit of fast each week with only water during a 24-hour period. Remember
God throughout the body.  The Spirit of God gives vitality to the Jesus said, “When you fast …” not if you fast (Matthew 6:18).  
entire body that meets its needs, enlarges its vision, and enables it to
My spiritual discipline of communication is just about out of room
accomplish its God-given mission.
so let me encourage one more area, that being stewardship.  This
Worship is the first spiritual discipline. It is both private and involves our talent (gifts), time, tithe, temple (body) and testimony.  
public.   Just as pastors have regularly scheduled worship services God lends resources to each of us. He will hold us accountable for
for the people, we should have regularly scheduled times of private how they were managed.  As a Pastor, I never thought more than
worship.   Most of us would allow very little to keep us from our 60% of our regular adherents tithed.   I did not make it a normal
public appointments to worship ~ so why do we allow many other practice to examine the tithing records, however, when it came to
things to keep us from private worship (or personal devotions)?
board members and/or leadership positions, I always wanted to know.  
May I share a personal word about public and private worship I grew up a deacon’s kid and it’s beyond me to understand board
practices?  It was many years before I was free enough to dance in members who do not tithe.  I was even more surprised (and hurt) by
worship.  If you cannot dance in private, you may never dance in credentialed ministers who did not tithe to the Indiana District.
public.  If you only desire to dance in public, likely you are playThis is a voluntary cooperative Fellowship. Since we, as
acting for people’s attention.  Worship is about, and for, God.  I loved credentialed ministers, have volunteered, may we cooperate in 2009
it when people left their seat to dance at the back of the sanctuary out in our personal and public spiritual life in all these areas of our
of people’s sight, as well as in front.
spiritual lives.
Prayer is the second discipline.  This is again private and public.   * Material from Church Life Resources, Dr. Wayne H. Lee
Diane and I are beginning our sixth year serving the Indiana
District Assemblies of God.  The longer we serve, the more grateful
we are for this Fellowship and the many wonderful people who make
up this great family.
We offer special thanks to Drs. Wayne and Sherri Lee, along
with David Delp, for their great leadership the last two years with
Church Life Cohorts, studying the 15 Vital Functions of Church
Life.  This material is a Pentecostal pathway to personal and church
transformation and revitalization.   Here we emphasize the third
vital function of Church Life.
Our spiritual life involves discipline in our lives.   I am greatly
concerned about the spiritual health of our ministers, their families,
and churches.  

Ministers, please take notice of the winter ResourcePac for your Ministry Group compiled by David Delp on “Spiritual Life”.
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executive secretary
David E. Delp

Indiana District School of Ministry
It has been in our hearts for quite some time to establish a
District School of Ministry for making ministerial training
available in a relational and accountable format. A group
of ministers recently met to review researched options and
possible directions for the establishment of the Indiana
District School of Ministry (ISOM).
We have established some value parameters as a foundation
for the school.
		 • ISOM will first demonstrate a commitment to the
manifested Presence of God. Equipping that informs
the mind without engaging the spirit lacks eternal
			 benefit.
• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to relationship.
An enduring value of ministerial development in the
Indiana District is to facilitate relationships and deliver
equipping in the context of relationships. ISOM will
provide face-to-face interaction, internships, and
facilitated mentoring relationships to enhance
ministerial training.

With Christ...
Estel Eckart, 85, Kokomo,
went to be with Christ on
December
16, 2008.
Eckart was
married to
wife Florence
and served
as the Senior
Ministries
Pastor at Kokomo New Life
with Pastor Don Gifford for 10
years.

Samuel Macchia, 80,
Merrillville, went to be with
Christ on
September
3, 2008.
Macchia was
married to
wife Mary
for 58 years.
Macchia served as assistant
pastor at Hobart Christian
Assembly of God.
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• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to character
building through attention to ministerial ethics and
spiritual formation because ministry is more about
who we are than what we know.
• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to Biblical
			 knowledge. The Word of God is our all-sufficient guide to
life and godliness, and God calls ministers to handle the
Word with integrity and accuracy.
• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to practical
ministerial training. Our faculty will share from the
depths of ministerial and/or life experience. ISOM
will be more about training for ministry than
academics.
We have a dream to make ministerial training available in
a relational context
while a student
stays engaged with
their local church
or ministry. Many
have credentialing
courses sitting on
their shelves because they were unsuccessful in finishing
the courses outside of a relational community. We want to
design ISOM to help people find greater fruitfulness in life
and ministry.
We will, God willing, launch ISOM in the late fall of 2009.
We will have specific details available at our March Area
Minister’s Meetings and at District Council. If you would
like to receive a catalog as soon as the governing boards
approve it please request one at ministrydev@indianaag.org
and we will mail one to you when it becomes available.

e-mail us at
ministrydev@indianaag.org
EXECUTIVE
OFFICERS:
Donald G. Gifford, Superintendent
Jerry G. McCamey, Assistant Superintendent
David Delp, Executive Secretary

Envoy Design: Jennifer Reese

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE ENVOY, 8750 Purdue Road, Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

EXECUTIVE
PRESBYTERS:
Greg Carter
Gregory Hackett
Ronald Hawkins
Ralph Holdeman
C. Glyn Pfohl
Keith Taylor
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christian education
Karl S. Fleig

Important Calendar Dates
for 2009!
Fun Arts Festival

May 16
at Muncie Calvary Christian Center

Kids and PreTeen Camp Dates
Kids Camp 1 - July 6-10 - Ages 8-10
Pre Teen Camp - July 13-17 - Ages 11-12
Pre Teen Plus Camp - July 20-24 - Ages 11-13
Kids Camp 2 - July 27-30 - Ages 8-10

Check the web for applications!

Ministry Training Summit
September 26
at Lakeview Church

Children’s Pastors Retreat
October 9-10

Other dates are available online at
www.ceindiana.org

Indiana District Assemblies of God • 2009 BGMC Project
Help us raise

$36,000 to launch the Africa’s Hope project in Indiana!

As Boys and Girls Missionary Challenge celebrates it’s 60th Birthday this year, the Indiana
District would like to provide college scholarships for 60 pastors in Africa!
Africa’s Hope exists to help Africa’s AG churches
facilitate the development of leadership; to provide
support for ministerial training; and to help the
African churches fulfill their vision of becoming a

mighty missions force. As a result of the years of great
revival in Africa, Africa’s Hope is working overtime to
assist the Assemblies of God fellowships in Africa with
biblical and pastoral training.

visit us online at www.ceindiana.org
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women’s ministries
Cindy Fleig

upcoming events

Because our lives can be incredibly busy, we
sometimes have to be very selective about what we
do.  For the women who chose to attend Women’s
Conference 2008, their time was well spent as
they experienced an incredible weekend in God’s
presence!  Our guest speaker, Lisa Bevere, spoke
to the women from her heart as she encouraged
them to fight for their marriages and families.
There were many good reports of how God worked
throughout the weekend in the lives of the women
who attended!
AWESOME
LEADERSHIP!
SPECIAL
MUSIC
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men’s ministries
Karl S. Fleig

Engage the Plan, Join Champions Network
As I recollect on my experience with
the National Champions Network in
2004, several thoughts reemerge. I
remember the excitement of receiving
my materials, the sincere motivation
to become a worthy recipient of the
HonorBound Sword and mission, and
a total lack of direction in how I’d
achieve this goal. Looking at the HB
brochure, I found little instruction,
sketchy requirements, and no real
accountability.     
After coming on to the Indiana
District Men’s Cabinet in 2006, our
team began discussing ways to improve
on the HonorBound Champions
program that was just getting off the
ground nationally, and making the
process and experience a better fit for
men.   We developed a resource tool
that walks men through the materials
and requirements towards becoming
a “minister to men.” It’s called the
Champions Network Manual and can

be purchased at the annual Champions
Conference in Indianapolis on March
13-14, or by contacting the District
Office directly.
While the scriptures are our ultimate
source for growing in godliness, men
often prosper from additional resources
offering insights to life’s issues from a
male perspective. The Men’s Ministry
Cabinet has packaged together the
finest group of materials available in
a literal toolbox, as a source of study
for individuals and groups of men
wanting to engage the process of
“doing life together.” Coupled with
the commitment to support his pastor
and serve his brothers, over time a man
earns the right to lead others.  
The commissioning service is
recognition of this man’s desire and
commitment to go the distance in
study and service in his local church.
His preparation and perseverance
are honored through a “knighting”
ceremony at the Champions Conference
in front of hundreds of brothers in
Christ. Receiving the centurion sword
for battle will no doubt leave an
indelible mark on his spiritual life.      
Pastors, this is just one track your
men can run on. Consider attending
the conference and checking us out.
A common remark made by men that
finish the program is, “I signed up
because of a sword, but God changed
my focus through the process and
now it’s about the work He’s doing
in me. The sword on my wall is just a
testimony to that refining process.”
Scott Cummings    
Men’s Ministries Cabinet Member

When Opportunity Knocks...
how will you answer?
God has given every man gifts
and talents to use and multiply for
His glory. Every Christian man
is responsible to mentor the next
generation and to equip them to
impact their friends, family and the
world for Christ.  Our churches need
Godly young men to take the torch
and to influence our communities
more effectively than ever before.  
Indiana is on the leading edge of
redeveloping the Ranger Ministry
to empower men across the state to
become mentors and influencers. No
longer is the Ranger Ministry just
a Christian “scouting or camping”
program, although these will continue
to be a part of the curriculum. Instead,
we are building Indiana Rangers into
a leadership ministry that will give
men the tools that will not only meet
the interest of every boy, but also
will expose them to different aspects
of ministry and teach them how to
become Christ-like men.
Please visit our website at
www.inrangers.org to find out about
upcoming events such as the Rangers
Training Blitz on May 9; our Extreme
Camps on June 5-7; and RangerFest,
our district celebration, on July 31August 2.  
Impacting the next generation!
Dave Smith, Ranger Coordinator

visit us online at www.inhonorbound.com
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world missions
Dan Pongratz

The members of the team are all from Indiana, and are moving
to Paris, France in the next year to plant an international church
and ministry center called The Bridge.
Members of the team are:
Nathan and Katie Belt live in Kokomo and serve Carmel
Assembly of God in the areas of youth and worship.
Robby and Tracy Bradford are veteran missionaries and
church planters in Europe and live, at the present, in Indianapolis.
Kelly Delp, of Indianapolis, brings gifts in media, worship and
discipleship to help The Bridge.
Josh and Sara Isenhart live in Speedway and serve Lakeview
Church in the areas of worship and technical ministries.
Davy and Tara Rudolph, of Bargersville, bring musical and
graphic design gifts to The Bridge team.

Todd and Amanda Tyson, with experience in European church
planting, base their itineration from Avon.
This team has a passion for what God wants to do in Paris,
Europe’s largest city and one of the world’s most influential mega
centers.
As you know, the Indiana District is asking all Indiana churches
to contribute an offering toward this project with a minimum goal
of $100,000!
To help raise money, please invite the team to join you for a
service, a missions committee meeting or any other special event
where you might be highlighting this project.
Visit The Bridge website at www.robbybradford.com for contact
information. Together, we’re going to build an amazing Bridge
in Paris!

Churches
continue
to have the greatest
success raising missions funds with annual or semi-annual
missions conventions.  
Madison First and
Pastor Chuck and
Susie Lynch were recognized as their congregation gave
$125,453.00 placing them first in Division II. They also raised
$44,095 at their current missions convention, which is a 20%
increase from last year.
Pastor Roger Dean and the
congregation of Church on the
Rock, Batesville were recognized
for placing first in Division IV
giving $18,082.85.

Laura and I were privileged to entertain some of our missionaries
who are home on furlough in our home for a meal and fellowship.  
During our Q/A they all expressed their great appreciation to all of
our Indiana churches for their faithful support both financially and
in prayer.
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youth ministries
Steve Furr

Youth Convention ’08

Convention this year was held November 21-22 in
Greenwood, IN at the Gathering Place.  Despite a new
location and earlier date than previous years, we grew
to over 2,300 in attendance!  We were treated to preservice concerts by Forevermore & The Lacks.   Our
speaker this year was Ron Rhoads, who did an amazing
job Friday night & Saturday afternoon.  There were over
800 salvations Friday evening!   How AWESOME!!  

Joe Phillips was our speaker for the STL service on
Saturday morning, where we received over $97,000.00
in the STL offering to send to missionaries around the
world!  Great job!!  Many thanks to Lafayette Master’s
Commission, Indiana Chi Alpha, and Rockford Master’s
Commission for helping to set-up & tear down.  Also
thanks to Dave Weil & Realife Media for providing the
sound & lighting.  

Mark Your Calendars
2009 Indiana
Fine Arts

2009 Teen Bible Quiz

January 10 - TBD
February 14 - TBD
March 14 - District Finals - New Whiteland Grace
May 8-9 - Regional Finals - Bowling Green, OH

STL Mini Marathon:
Saturday, May 3
Indianapolis, IN

STL Walkathon:
Indianapolis
Calvary Temple
April 17-18
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Saturday, May 24
Several locations, great
fellowship, easy STL
fundraiser
Plan to be a part!

church development
Dan Pongratz

We are looking forward to an exciting year in 2009.  
As you know, the emphasis in the church development
office has shifted from the office planting churches to our
churches taking the initiative to
plant the churches.  This has been
a welcomed transition.  
The Lord has dropped a thought
into my heart that has also excited
me about our future for church
planting. It is from 2 Kings 1-3.  The King of Assyria was
going to attack Judah.  King Hezekiah pulls his leadership
together for counsel and they take this message to Isaiah the
prophet.   “This is a black day, a terrible day...doomsday!  

Babies poised to be born...No strength to birth them.”   
The application for us is this. The Lord has locations all
over our district where churches are poised to be born...but
there is no strength to birth them.  
Our task, as we labor together is to
strengthen one another so we can
give birth.  2009 is the year to begin
to ramp-up that process!!!  
Will you join with the Church
Development Cabinet as we do our best to strengthen one
another and see how the Lord is going to use ALL of us
to discern where these locations are and give birth to these
churches.

Some of you have asked questions about boot camps for 2009. This is the
schedule of dates and locations that we know of at this point.
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ministry development
David E. Delp

March Area Minister’s Meetings
The theme for the Area Minister’s Meetings in March is Going to the Next Level.
We will present some tools and resources
to help you go to the next level in life and
ministry. We will also have a short update
on the progress of our camp transition and
information regarding the Indiana School of
Ministry we are launching this fall.
The Area Minister’s Meetings (AMMs)
are for all credentialed ministers and fulltime ministry staff. If you have key un-paid
or part-time staff that you consider “pastoral
staff” the pastor may invite them to attend
this meeting. We will serve a fellowship
meal and spend time around the tables in
fellowship and interaction. These meetings
are important venues for connection for all
of our ministers since we no longer have a
“sectional” structure.
The meeting will last approximately 2
hours, times listed relate to the time zone
of the host church, dress is casual, and since

the meeting involves a meal, registration
10 days prior to the event is required. You
may register by visiting the indianaag.org
website, by filling out a registration form
sent via mail and faxing, mailing, or email-

Area		

ing the form to the district office. There is
no charge but you must register. Locations
are listed on this page.
The District team looks forward to fellowship with you at these meetings.

Date & Time		

Location

Southwest

March 2nd
Monday 6:30 p.m. CST

Oasis Assembly
Princeton

Northwest

March 3rd     
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. CST

Calvary Assembly
DeMotte

Central

March 5th     
Grace Assembly
Thursday 6:30 p.m. EST New Whiteland

Northeast

March 9th 		First Assembly
Monday 6:30 p.m. EST Fort Wayne

Southeast

March 10th
Monday 6:30 p.m. EST

First Assembly
Madison

Please direct AMM Questions to Toni in the Ministry Development Office. Obtain driving directions from the host church.
Missionaries desiring table space should contact the Ministry Development Office at 317-872-9812 or ministrydev@indianaag.org

Cohort Report
Components of the Cohort Journey
Leadership: Vision/Mission/Values,
Leadership
Spiritual Life: Worship, Preaching, Spiritual
life of the church
Community: Assimilation, Small Groups,
Care
Ministry: Discipleship & Church Ministries
Outreach: Evangelism and Interfacing with
your community
Management: Finances, Facilities, Board,
Decision-Making
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The 2nd year of the Church Life Cohort had a strong finish on
January 22-23 with a look at the patterns and principles of ministry,
discipleship, and evangelism. Pastor, as we gear up for this 3rd
year we would like you to consider participation. May 28 & 29 is
the launch date for year three. We will host meetings in October
and November, a Vision Team training in January of 2010 and the
final meeting in early spring of 2010.
The Church Life Cohort is a comprehensive approach to aligning
a Holy Spirit vision with practical implementation processes.
The journey is one of accountability, coaching, training, and
mobilization. We will be mailing packets to all of our churches
in February and making information available at both the Area
Minister’s Meeting and at District Council. If you would like to
receive a packet as soon as it is available via email, please send a
request to ministrydev@indianaag.org.

news and views
u

The Indiana District Office Team
traveled to Lebanon on November 25,
2008 for Thanksgiving Dinner. The IDAG
Team took worship, devotions and dinner
to Central Indiana Teen Challenge with
State Director Dave Rose and Girls Center
Director Dawn Rose.

q Joseph and Jennifer Delapa were

installed as the pastors of Lake Station Faith
Assembly of God on November 2, 2008.
Superintendent Don Gifford and his wife
Diane spoke at that service.

t Hardinsburg Assembly of God Pastor
Donna and
church 20
Don Gifford
celebrations
2008.

Gene Oglesby founded the
years ago. Superintendent
and wife Diane attended the
service on December 14,

p Superintendent Don Gifford and his wife

Diane installed Aaron and Nicole Rowe
as pastors at Portland Banner Christian
Assembly of God on October 5, 2008.

p Dan Pongratz honored Brother
Jimmie Johnson of Highland Grace
Assembly of God on November 19, 2008
for more than 46 years of service.

p Highland Assembly of God and Griffith
Grace Assembly of God merged to become
Highland Grace Assembly of God on
November 16, 2008. Pastor James and
Karine Cencebaugh were installed as the
pastors by Superintendent Don Gifford at
that service.
t The congregation of Salem Assembly

p Munster Calvary Community Church
celebrated their 20 Year Anniversary on
Sunday, August 31, 2008. Pastor Stan and
Sheila Zack and Founding Pastor Craig and
Rachelle White celebrated the day together.

of God held their first service in their new
9600 sq. ft. building on September 9, 2008.
Superintendent Don Gifford and wife Diane
officiated the dedication service on October
26, 2008. The church houses a 240 seat
sanctuary with theater seating, classrooms,
offices and a fellowship hall.
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news and views
u On November

9, Huntington
Bethel Assembly
of God dedicated
the
many
renovations
they had on
their building.  
Superintendent
Don and Diane
Gifford
were
guests for this
service. Bethel,
pastored by John and Sharon Backes, doubled the size of their foyer and
they completely redecorated the sanctuary with new carpet, lighting, sound
equipment and wall decorations. The children’s area was also redecorated
to be more kid-friendly. Praise the Lord that all was accomplished by the
faithful giving of their congregation.

p These two young men from Huntington Bethel,
Bryce Weaver and Jonathan Eckart, pictured here with
Superintendent Don Gifford, are considering the Call to
Preach.

Register Online at: www.indianaag.org

Speaker
Susanne Cox

Minister’s Wives and Women In Ministry Retreat
March 16-17, 2009 at the Embassy Suites, North Indianapolis
The Envoy is the official organ of the
Indiana District Assemblies of God, Inc. and
carries news and editorials about the various
activities of the individuals, churches
and departments of our district including
Christian Education, World Missions, Home
Missions, Men’s Ministries, Women’s
Ministries and Youth Ministries.
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