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The Apostolic Parental Blessing
Recently a prophetic word came through Larry Stockstill. That
Word is shared in the book, “The Remnant: Restoring Integrity to
American Ministry”. The question is asked: why do pastors fail?
Larry has given the five primary dysfunctions in the American
church:
1. The Unfathered Church; 2. The Uncorrected Church; 3. The
Unfruitful Church; 4. The Unhealed Church; and 5. The Untaught
Church
Larry uses scripture to answer these dysfunctions, “And he gave
some as apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors/teachers, for the
equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up
of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11).
Cleansing Streams teaches that equip means mending, restoring,
preparing, stitching up, and healing. The answer to the Unfathered
Church is through the gift of apostle. I feel strongly that the apostle
has to do with fathering, not a title to rule people. The Apostle Paul
was a father. All of us need spiritual fathers (mothers), who by
example and word affirm and correct us in the faith. Jesus Himself
received the affirming word from His Father in heaven, “You are
my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11).
Many suffer, according to Larry Stockstill, from a father (mother)
wound. This would first occur when a boy (girl) does not sense
affirmation because of an absent, anonymous, or abusive father.
John Eldredge points out in his book, “Wild at Heart”, that the father
wound produces men who wrestle with the question of whether
they have what it takes to be a man. When a man lacks his father’s
affirmation, he becomes either passive (fearful of new challenges)
or aggressive (focused on affirmation by achievement).
This prophetic word stirred my spirit to re-dig the wells of a past
revival in my own life that came in the 90’s from “The Blessing”
by Gary Smalley and John Trent. Many people grow up and never
receive the blessing. Some people are driven to be workaholics as
they search for the blessing they never received at home. Always
striving for acceptance, they never feel satisfied that they are
measuring up. If you’ve never received the parental or apostolic
blessing, understand the wonderful privilege of being able to pray,
“Our Father, who art in Heaven…”
FIVE ELEMENTS OF THE BLESSING
1. Meaningful Touch. Isaac blessed his son, “Come near now
and kiss me, my son” (Genesis 27:26).
2. A Spoken Message. In many homes today, words of love and
acceptance are seldom heard. Without spoken words of
blessing, children are left unsure of their personal worth and
acceptance. Even a lack of negative words is not sufficient to
translate into a spoken blessing.
3. Attaching High Value. “To bow the knee.” Recognition should
not be solely based on performance.
4. Picturing a Special Future. “May God give you the dew of
heaven of the fatness of the earth … let peoples serve you,
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and nations bow down to you” (Genesis 27:28-29). We must
encourage our spouse and children, investing time, effort, and
money into their future.
5. An Active Commitment is the responsibility that goes with
giving the blessing. Words alone cannot communicate
the blessing; they need to be backed up with a sincere
commitment to do everything possible to help the one blessed
be successful.
I feel I received a Word from the Lord to our Indiana family
about the apostolic blessing. In the role as Superintendent, I deal
with potential conflict between the generations. The Apostle Paul
expressed paternal concern and care to his followers. “I do not
write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children, I
warn you. For though you might have ten thousand instructors in
Christ, yet you do not have many
“I do not write these
fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have
things to shame you,
begotten you through the gospel.
but as my beloved
Therefore I urge you, imitate me”
children, I warn you.
(I Corinthians 4:14-21).
For though you might
I am grateful for the spiritual
have ten thousand
fathers I have had in my life, my
instructors in Christ,
father R.J. Gifford, my grandfather
yet you do not have
Virgil Davison, as well as Paul
many fathers; for in
Davidson and Charles Hackett.
Christ Jesus I have
I am grateful for my predecessor
begotten you through
Charles Crank. He has affirmed
the gospel. Therefore I
me often. I seek his wisdom and he
urge you, imitate me” (I
has spoken things into my life that
Corinthians 4:14-21).
I needed to hear; however, he has
never, as a father (apostle), spoken
down to me, criticized, belittled, or tried to make sure nothing
changed. He has given me room to be who I am and operate in the
gifts I have received.
I am grateful to more mature saints who tolerated a young man
of 25 years old to be their pastor. They encouraged and gave me
room to find my way. They did not insist on having church their
way or no way. They could have been the leaders, but as the new
pastor, they allowed me to learn to be the leader. They never tried
to control me. They spoke blessings in my life and not cursing.
I have approached the age now of being one of those fathers in
the faith. I desire to give meaningful touch, not only to my spouse,
children and grandchildren, but also to future generations. I desire
to speak words of blessings and not cursing. May I be thrilled to
pass the baton to the next generation without imposing my way
on them. We continue to need fathers who speak into our lives;
but we also need Timothy’s who will reach the next generation.
Younger ministers, don’t cast aside your spiritual fathers and lose
their true wisdom. Seasoned ministers and church leaders we must
ask ourselves the question: Are we helping or hindering the next
generation?
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Nineteen Ministers Ordained at District Council
We rejoice in the Lord for the wonderful times in the
Presence of the Lord enjoyed at our recent District Council.
Each year, one of the highlights of our district council is the
Tuesday evening ordination service. This year 19 ministers
were ordained into the full gospel ministry, including the
Morrisons who had the laying on of hands in the Czech
Republic by Pastor Gifford. While it is fresh on our minds, we
encourage all licensed ministers to review their preparation

for ordination and contact the district office to begin the
process for next year’s ordination service. Now is the time
to start the process.
Ordination is the highest level of ministerial recognition in
our Fellowship. It is a recognition of the maturity, preparation,
and proven call of God on an individual’s life. The laying on
of hands is a special occasion, and we believe that God does
something in the life of the minister during that service.

Credential Changes (January - May)
New Credentials
Certificate of Ministry
1. Nancy Anderson
2. Pat Carter
3. Daniel Davidhizar
4. James Garner
5. Dustin McCandless
6. Christopher Dailey
7. Tyson Priest
License to Preach
1. Roy Augburn
2. Beth Brown
3. Farrell Charles
4. Dr. Linda Cavanaugh
5. Isaac Deere
6. Jeremiah Gibbs
7. Hannah Griffin
8. Doug Harris
9. Timothy Snavely
10. Amy Miller
11. Doug Romey
12. Matthew Rubacha
13. Dan Walls
14. Jeffrey K. Williams

Ordained
1. Neil Bell
2. Wendy Brown
3. Jeff Bullard
4. Scott Cummings
5. Jason Dailey
6. David Eales
7. Brady Frederick
8. Linda Greer
9. Erick Luper
10. Andrea Morrison
11. Jason Morrison
12. Wayne Peercy
13. Jeff Peters
14. Eric Pio
15. Scott Pongratz
16. Mark Pratt
17. Carolyn Slaughter
18. Joshua Sousa
19. Nancy Williams

Transfers In
1. Terry Doane, Alaska
2. Bill McKee, Michigan
3. Michael Stewart,
Southern Missouri
4. John Van Houwe,
Pennsylvania Delaware
5. Madeline Wengert, Ohio
6. Brian Whidden, Illinois
7. Melody Whidden, Illinios
Transferred Out
1. Scott Carper, Oklahoma
2. Jeff Morea, West Texas
3. Monica Peercy, Southern
California
4. Scott Richardson, Ohio
5. Keith Tyler, Southern
Missouri

New Pastors
1. Terry Doane,
Harrodsburg First
2. James Garner,
Butler Christian
3. Brian Jenkins,
Union City Calvary
4. Bill Parks,
Crawfordsville First
5. Mark Pratt, South Whitley
Turning Point
6. Michael Stewart,
Martinsville Trinity
Worship Center
7. Ty Thompson,
Muncie Calvary
8. Scott Weinkauff,
Lowell First
9. Brian Whidden,
Elkhart Calvary

Check out the Ministry Development page in this issue for
information on our new Indiana District School of Ministry.
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Tour Update
Many thanks go out to all who hosted and attended
the Speed-the-Light Tour, April 20-27, 2009! It was
a great success. Youth ministries from around
the state joined together for the area-wide rallies
during the week. At the conclusion of the services,
there was a time of prayer and the opportunity for
the students to pledge to support Speed-the-Light.
We received pledges from the youth ministries of
$301,609.00. Even more impressive, we received
pledges from the individual students totalling
$128,897.00! Praise the Lord! Together we will be
able to meet our goal and supply the much needed
equipment to our Missionaries around the world.

2009 Teen Camp

Fine Arts 2009

Mark Your Calendars

PK Retreat
Aug. 21-23,
2009
Lake Placid
Conference
Center

Some of best in the state!

We had almost 600 students participate in the
Indiana Fine Arts Festival in April, which is the
largest number of registrants to date. 154 entries
advanced onto the National Fine Arts competition
in Orlando, Florida this August. Great Job
everyone!
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Church52 Celebrates Two Year Anniversary
We’d like to highlight one of our recent church plants. Here is a two year perspective from Pastor Perry
and Melissa Meade of Church52 in New Palestine.
“Life’s a journey, where you headed?” has been the theme
of Church52 Family Worship Center since it’s inception in
2007. Church52 just celebrated it’s 2nd birthday on April
12th of this year. What started as a vision and dream along
with a team of 14 Core Team members back in January
2007 has now grown into a congregation averaging 150
people. There have been many twists and turns along this
journey called Church Planting, but the rewards have been
incredible.
Many people have asked, “Why Church52?” The answer
is two fold; Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to
Zion, “Your God reigns!” and then the obvious reason being
our target location is the
New Palestine area on
US 52.
Many
exciting
new ministries have
developed over the
course of these 2 years.
One of our most effective
ministries is ‘Connection
Small Groups’, Connecting People thru Common Interests.
Small group attendance averages over 80% of our entire
church! Some of those groups include – ‘TableTalk’ for
board game/card game lovers, ‘Scrapbooking’, ‘Hooks – n
– Needles’ for those who knit/ crochet or do counted cross
stitch, ‘Accelerate’ for the College Age students and small
groups for our Senior High and Junior High students. Also
included are the more traditional Bible study only groups.
The goal for these small groups is
to evangelize the neighborhoods
they reside in; to use them as a
tool to bring in the unsaved and
unchurched eventually leading
them to salvation. Then discipling
them and plugging them into
a church family whether it is
Church52 or a church of their
choice. Other ministries at C52
include: Women of Influence, ‘5

Loaves 2 Fish’ food pantry, ‘JumpStart’ nursery, ‘Ignition’
Kids Ministry, ‘Drive’ Sr. High youth, ‘Collision’ Jr. High
youth, Campus Life ministries, C52 Outreach Team and
various Elective classes.
We refuse to allow the fact that not having facilities,
signage and being a portable church slow us down in any
way. As we have experienced much opposition in the New
Palestine area, God has been faithful to bring new salvations
as well as seasoned saints to this church with a vision and a
heart to move forward!
While CHURCH52 waits for the miracle of Land and
Facilities, we are determined to overtake the enemy with
what we have. We believe ‘Delay doesn’t mean Denial’ and
we are anxious to see the miracle ahead.
For those of you who may be considering pioneering a
church know this (as told to Pastor Perry and Melissa
Meade by their Church Plant coaches) “Church Planting
is the hardest avenue of ministry one can choose, but it is
the most incredible life changing experience one will ever
encounter.”
Church Planting does exactly that. It changes you from
the inside out, makes you
do church the right way
(GO out and get them),
and it is the greatest God
–adventure one can leap
into.
Life’s a journey, where
you headed?
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Kids and PreTeen Camp Dates

Kids Camp 1 - July 6-10 - Ages 8-10
Pre Teen Camp - July 13-17 - Ages 11-12
Pre Teen Plus Camp - July 20-24 - Ages 11-13
Kids Camp 2 - July 27-30 - Ages 8-10

Check the web for applications!

Save the Date!
Children’s Pastor’s Retreat
October 9-10, 2009

Ministry Training Summit - Sept. 26, 2009
at Indianapolis Lakeview Church
This Summit covers every area of your church. Please put this on your calendar today! You
won’t want to miss this opportunity to partner with other ministers in the District. Let us help
you train the people in your church!
Workshops will be offered in the following areas at this year’s Summit:
 Administrative Assistants

 Discipleship

 Senior Pastors

 Board Members/Finances

 Elementary Ministries

 Single Adults

 Children’s Church

 Ministry Helps/Hospitality

 Small Groups

 Children’s Ministry Options

 Missions/Evangelism

 Technology/Communications

 Creative Arts

 Nursery/Preschool

 Women in Ministry

 Curriculum

 Senior Adult Ministries

 Young Adults

Call the District Christian Education Department for more details about this event.

visit us online at www.ceindiana.org
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Thank You For Calling But...
THANK YOU FOR CALLING BUT...are not the worst
words a missionary can hear from you. No response at all,
meaning never returning a phone call, is by far the worst.
Missionaries understand you can’t have and or support
every one who calls you. PLEASE return their phone calls
regardless of your response. It isn’t asking any more of

you than you would expect when you leave a message for
a person you called who wasn’t available. Thanks for being
considerate.
Here is the list of our current missionaries who are or who
will be home and calling you.
PLEASE RESPOND.

Missionaries Home and Available for Services
Todd and Amanda Tyson - New Missionaries to France
317.529.5154
Sarah Careins - New Missionary to South Africa
260.760.5362
Lisa Russi - New Missionary to Bangladesh 417.619.9911
Robby and Tracy Bradford - Veteran Missionaries to
France 317.985.8455
Carolyn Slaughter - Veteran Missionary to sensitive
country 317.881.6357
Michael and Sue O’Brien - Veteran Missionaries for
Healthcare Ministries - 417.889.6997
Wayne & Marilyn Simmons - Veteran Missionaries to
Korea 417.861.9216
Bart and Lisa Bagwell – Veteran Missionaries to Egypt –
417.693.6555
Stuart and Wendy Brown - Veteran Missionaries to
Jamaica - New Vision City of Refuge Children’s Home
260.580.2056

Wayne and Delight Peercy – Veteran Missionaries to
South Africa 765.387.4452
Rick and Angela Forker – Veteran Missionaries to Italy
will be available for services starting June 2009 –
rick.forker@hqmail.agmd.org
Gary and Lori Ellison – Veteran Missionaries to Vanuatu
will be available for services starting July of 2009 –
jgary.Ellison@agmd.org
Kevin and Wendy Beery – Veteran Missionaries to
Bulgaria– will be available for services starting
September – Kevin.berry@agmd.org
Jason and Andrea Morrison – Veteran Missionaries to
Czech Republic – will be available for services starting
August – Jason.Morrison@agmd.org
Mark and Anita VanGorp – Veteran Missionaries to
Global University Media Operations – available for
services starting September –
mark.vangorp@hqmail.agmd.org

Missionaries Thankful for STL Vehicle
The Webby’s thank the youth of Indiana for their new Speed The Light vehicle.
Keep up the good work.

Greg & Leise Webby
Missionaries to sensitive country
Old vehicle

New Speed The Light vehicle
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Indiana District School of Ministry
We are set to launch The Indiana District School
of Ministry (ISOM) on August 28-29 at Indianapolis
Lakeview Church. We will begin with certified and
licensed course tracks and add an ordination and
an advanced track after a few months of operation.
We are now accepting registrations and sending
catalogs to interested persons. Online registration and
information should be available by the middle of May at
isom.indianaag.org.
This school targets three groups of people: ministers
who want to grow in their knowledge of the Word and
practical ministries; present or potential vocational
ministers pursuing fulfillment of training requirements
for credential qualification; and any Christ-follower
wanting to prepare for servant-leadership and ministry
effectiveness in their local church and/or community.
Important driving values for ISOM:
• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to the
manifested Presence of God.
• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to
equipping in the context of relationship.
• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to
character development.

• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to the
increase and deepening of biblical knowledge.
• ISOM will demonstrate a commitment to
practical ministerial training.
Pastors, please help us by getting the word out to
people in your church of the availability of ISOM as
a ministerial
and leadership
training option.
Other districts
operating
schools
of
ministry found
the
average
student to be 40 years of age who have already completed
an undergraduate degree in a secular discipline with
a newfound call of God upon their lives. Pastor, we
stand ready to assist you in both your own growth and
development and the preparation for the call upon the
lives of those entrusted to your care.
For a catalog and/or packet of brochures and catalogs
for promotional purposes, please send a request to
isom@indianaag.org.

Church Transformation Through Church Life Cohort
We have found the Church Life Cohort to be the single most
effective revitalization tool ever employed in the Indiana District.
Ministers and staff from every church size and demographic have
found the process beneficial and transforming. Our next cohort
begins May 28-29, 2009. We are also finalizing plans for a separate
cohort for bi-vocational pastors that will meet six different Saturdays
over the next year. For information on these cohorts call Toni at the
District Office, or e-mail ministrydev@indianaag.org.

www. ministrydev.indianaag.org
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Highlights From
Spiritual Encounter
Spiritual Encounter was fantastic! Hundreds of women
entered into worship as Paula Gallaway and the worship
team from Marion Lighthouse led us into the presence in
an outstanding way. Guest speaker, Sheri Hawley, brought
the Word of God in a way that ministered to every woman
there. Many were filled with the Holy Spirit and lives were
changed! Of course, as always, we had a lot of fun just being
together!

Missions Trip:
Ghana, West Africa
Jan. 14-22, 2010

Paula
Gallaway and
the Marion
Lighthouse
Worship
Team

Every day 25,000 people die from drinking contaminated
water. That is unimaginable! Just $10,000 can dig one well
that can provide an entire community with safe drinking
water. We are partnering with Indiana Missionaries,
Garret and Kelly Nichols, to dig a well in a community
in Ghana, West Africa. Join us in January of 2010 as
we go to minister to this amazing country! There are a
limited number of spots, so we need your applications
right away!

Awesome times of worship!
Guest Speaker:
Sheri Hawley

Save the Dates!
Powette
August 28-30, 2009
at Lake Placid Conference Center
Girls Ministries Field Day
September 19, 2009
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Men’s Advance
september 11-12, 2009
lake
l
ake p
placid
lacid
conference
c
onference center
center
hartford
h
artford city,
city, indiana
i n d i an a
are you looking
for a fun
weekend retreat
with your men?
are you looking
to improve your
Register online at:
www.inrangers.org

men’s ministry?
this is a great
weekend to:
• build your team,
• sharpen your
skills,

New Rangers
Chartering Process

• and have fun!

Don’t forget
to Charter online
by October 15, 2009, at
www.royalrangers.ag.org

visit us online at www.inhonorbound.com
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Pictured from left: Pastor Jeff Nice, Children’s Pastor; Tony Peuquet
from Chester Construction Services; Dr. Phil Willingham, Senior Pastor;
and the elder board of Heartland: Don Bienemann, Willis Dickens, Tom
Homrich, Joe Redmon and Paul Oman.

Heartland Christian Center held a ground-breaking
ceremony on Sunday, March 22 for their new KIDZONE
expansion. This is the second phase of the “Building for
Life” vision of the church. According to Senior Pastor
Dr. Phil Willingham, “Additional space will provide
added opportunities for us to fulfill our purpose here. Our
mission statement is to be a high impact community that
leads people who feel distant from God into a growing
relationship with Jesus Christ.”
The design by Chester Construction Services will add a
large meeting area, classrooms and a play room to enhance
Heartland’s children’s ministry. The new expansion
will add a colorful, exciting area with state-of-the-art
electronics enabling Pastor Jeff Nice, children’s pastor,
and his team, to minister to the children of Heartland
more effectively. Heartland has a heart for children and
this expansion will make ministry to them even more
exciting and complete. The KIDZONE will be a $450,000
expansion.
Heartland Christian Center is excited to be well on their
way to paying cash for the addition.

New Pastors from around the state gathered at the District Office on Thursday, March 26. Left to right: Paul and Vicky Stanifer,
David and Brenda Philebaum, James Cencebaugh, James and Teresa Garner, Terry and Phyllis Doane, Nikki and Aaron Rowe, Joe
Delapa, and Scott and Brenda Weinkauff.

Portage First dedicated their new building on Sunday, April
26, 2009. Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford preached that
service. Also at the dedication were front row: Senior Pastor Mike
and Paula Bean; Carmen and James Sauceda; back row: Allison
Bridges; Melissa Mundell; and Cleone and Bill Reigel.

World Missions Secretary, Dan Pongratz; Pastor Mark Wright;
Bishop Peter Borsci, Bishop of the Pentecostal Union of the
Republic of Moldova; Bishop Victor Pavlovski, Associate Bishop
of the Pentecostal Union of the Republic of Moldova; and Indiana
District Superintendent Don Gifford came together at the Indiana
District Office for relationship, prayer and communion in The
Secret Place on March 25, 2009. (photo taken by Jerry Thomas)

11

THE ENVOY is the official organ of the
Indiana District Assemblies of God, Inc. and
carries news and editorials about the various
activities of the individuals, churches
and departments of our district including
Christian Education, World Missions, Home
Missions, Men’s Ministries, Women’s
Ministries and Youth Ministries.
INDIANA DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 8750 Purdue Road Indianapolis, Indiana 46268 Phone (317) 872-9812

News
N
ews a
and
nd V
Views
iews

AGTS Graduates Indiana Pastors
The Assemblies
of
God
Theological Seminary held its
36th Commencement Ceremony
at Central Assembly of God in
Springfield, Missouri. Dr. George
O. Wood, general superintendent of
the Assemblies of God, delivered

Catherina Dowers was honored on April
15, 2009, for serving 72 continuous years
as a Sunday School teacher in the Indiana
District Assemblies of God. Dowers is the
mother of Pastor Jimmy Dowers of Brazil
Way of the Cross. Christian Education
Director Karl Fleig was able to present the
award to Mrs. Dowers.

On Sunday, April 26 Pastor R. M.
Holdeman of the Lighthouse in Richmond,
Indiana performed the Installation Service of
Pastor Brian P. Jenkins and his wife, Susan,
at Calvary Assembly of God in Union City.
Brian was voted in on Palm Sunday and his
first service was Easter Sunday morning
with 207 in attendance. Pictured from left
to right are Board Members Ellis Moore
and Sonny Pettie, Susan and Pastor Brian
P. Jenkins, and Pastor Ralph M. Holdeman
(Executive Presbyter-at-Large). A time of
fellowship with the congregation followed
the evening installation service.

the commencement address.
One hundred twenty-six degrees
were awarded, including Doctor of
Ministry, Master of Divinity and
Master of Arts degrees. Below are
the names of graduates from the
Indiana District.

Troy A.
Boulware,
Master of
Arts Christian
Ministries

Gregory A.
Hackett,
Master of
Arts Christian
Ministries

Jeffrey S.
Carlson,
Master of
Arts Christian
Ministries

E. Wayne
Murray
Master of
Arts Christian
Ministries

Gerald “Chuck”
H. Griffith,
Master of Arts
Theological
Studies

Lisa A. Russi,
Master of Arts
Counseling

William S. Parks,
Master of Arts Theological Studies
(no picture was available)

Please notify the District Office if you have information about others
who have received recognition for continuing education.

visit us online at: www.indianaag.org

