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Donald G. Gifford

Best Days Still Ahead For Wigingtons
On February 19, 2008 at the Executive Presbytery meeting
David L. Wigington presented a letter stating he was stepping
away from full-time ministry at the Indiana District Office.
He is not retiring; but his assignment in ministry is changing.
It has been the Indiana District’s privilege to have David L.
Wigington’s service over the past 30 years.
During the past 30 years, David L. Wigington has served with
distinction in a number of district ministries. For ten years,
he served as the District Youth Director. According to district
statistics 3,461 young
people dedicated their
lives to Christ during
those camping years
and 2,434 received
the baptism in the
Holy Spirit. Indiana
youth
ministries,
camps, conventions
and Speed-the-Light
all climbed to new
levels under David’s leadership.
For the next six years David
served in the newly developed
District
Church
Ministries
Department as the director over
Christian Education, Men’s
Ministries,
and
Children’s
Ministries. During these six years
over 1,800 children accepted
Christ and over 900 were baptized
in the Holy Spirit. BGMC, Lightfor-the-Lost, Men’s and Christian
Ed conferences experienced
growth under his leadership.
David has served as the District
Executive Secretary/Treasurer and Stewardship Director for
the past 14 years and World Missions Secretary for ten years.
We appreciate his service to the Indiana ministers through this
important role. In 1978 when David began his ministry the
Indiana District had 171 churches and 399 ministers. Today we
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have 245 churches and 612 ministers.
Many of you have served with the Wigingtons in various
ministries and positions over the past 30 years. We want to
honor David and Candy’s service with a special reception
following the Monday night service of District Council. The
reception will be held at The Outpost (located at 2501 Old 231
S.) in Lafayette. We invite you to join us in celebrating David’s
years of ministry with the Indiana District.
Keep the Wigingtons in your prayers as they walk through
this major life transition. Having left a long-term ministry and
moving into new ministry is challenging, but very rewarding.
We believe the best days for David and Candy are not behind
them but ahead of them. May
they walk under an open heaven
experiencing the favor, anointing,
and blessings of Holy Spirit.
We are asking you personally
and/or through your church to
prepare a special offering. Your
check can be made to IDAG,
designated to David L. Wigington.
The entire offering will be given
to David, along with a generous
gift from the IDAG. Whether you
can be with us or not, we would
ask you to take time
to write a letter to be
included in a memory
book expressing your
appreciation to the
Wigingtons. You may
include a picture of you
and your family. Letters
should be a single page
and sent unfolded to
IDAG, 8750 Purdue
Road, Indianapolis, IN 46268. Emails can also be sent to
efurr@indianaag.org. If you have not responded to attending
the reception, please call 317.872.9812. We thank you for
sharing in this special time for David and Candy Wigington.
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Thanks For The Memories
After 30 years of full-time, fulfilling ministry with the Indiana across the nearly 2,000 women in attendance and more than 125 ladies
District, I am stepping away from district ministry to pursue other came running to the altar to surrender their lives to the Lord. It was an
ministry.
awesome moment!
When someone is leaving a long-term ministry there are two choices:
There are memories of the marvelous opportunities of preaching in
One is to be sad it is over. The other is to be glad it happened. I choose the pulpits of our Indiana churches. For the past 30 years, almost every
the latter.
Sunday, we’ve stood in the pulpit of one of our Indiana churches and
When reviewing the past 30 years, there are far too many memories shared the good news of the gospel. I remember far too many services
to share. God has blessed us abundantly and
to recount where the awesome presence of
for that we are eternally grateful. Here are
the Holy Spirit dominated with powerful
just a few memories that have encouraged
results. To God be the glory. Great things
and ministered to us.
He has done!
We were at a southern teen camp when
The decade of harvest is a wonderful
our son, David, was 8 years old. At the
memory. There were more than 35,000
conclusion of a powerful teen camp service,
prayer commitments from our Indiana
we discovered that David was missing.
Fellowship and testimonies of the miracles
Counselors were organized at the back of
that took place because of the prayers of our
the open-air tabernacle to do a search of
Indiana people.
the area. After they were sent out, I went
I remember the overwhelming awe of
walking across the front of the tabernacle
being privileged to work with great men and
in the altar area when I saw a group of
women of God. I must say that working with
David and Candy with their five
teenage boys in a circle. When I looked in
Charles Crank for many years impacted my
the center of their prayer circle, I saw “little” grandchildren. From left to right: Adam
life and ministry in the most positive way.
David, his hands upraised, speaking in other Wigington, Anna Cooper, Emma Cooper,
I’m grateful to have had that honor.
tongues. The boys had prayed him through Austin Cooper, and Nathan Wigington.
I’ll never forget standing in the
to the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Indianapolis Convention Center wondering
During our D-Cap years we spent most of the summers at the what in the world I had done, looking at 7,000 empty seats we had
campground in Hartford City. One summer Mandy found a little bird rented for youth convention. I also remember seeing those seats fill up
with a broken wing. She prepared a box on the back porch of the D-Cap with 5,600 people and the altars filled as David Wilkerson ministered
cabin and nursed the little bird back to health. The poignant memory powerfully to us. I remember David Wilkerson purchasing my first
that clings to the pages of my mind is Mandy holding the little bird up bionic arm, and three of our Indiana churches purchasing the second
and releasing it back into the wild with tears running down her cheeks. one nine years later. How blessed I’ve been!
There are memories of praying with young men in the altars at
I have enjoyed the love and support of a wonderful wife. I’ve
camps, praying them through to salvation, praying them through to the received respect from intelligent men and have had the love of children
baptism of the Holy Spirit, praying with them when God was calling and grandchildren. I’ve done my best to fulfill my niche and accomplish
them to ministry. Then more recently, there are memories of standing my task. I’ve prayed that I would leave the Indiana District better than
in the pulpits of these same young men and preaching the gospel where I found it. I’ve never lacked appreciation for the presence and power of
they are having fruitful ministries.
God or His wonderful word and often tried to express that appreciation.
Through the ministries we’ve been involved with in the district, I have sought to look for the best in others and to give the Lord and this
we’ve literally been there and witnessed thousands saved and thousands Fellowship the best I had.
baptized with the Holy Spirit. What an awesome privilege this has
Our true sense of identity, that which gives our life meaning and a
been. In recent years we have been privileged to assist hundreds in the genuine sense of success, is not bound up in tasks, deadlines or projects.
credentialing process to help further their ministry involvement with It lies in relationships. It lies in the day-to-day associations we have with
this great Fellowship.
our wives, our children, our grandchildren, and other family members.
There’s the memory of Candy fasting her lunch period for days It lies in the interactions we have in our communities, our churches,
and praying over the individual applications of each lady coming to and, of course, with our heavenly Father. As we relate to our family, to
the events. One tremendous memory is a Saturday morning service at our colleagues, to those in the fellowship, we develop a true sense of
Women’s Convention where David’s church presented a drama. When who we are and how blessed we are! Thanks for the memories!
David made an altar call, there was a tremendous presence that moved
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youth ministries
Steve Furr

AIM– Peru

July 11-18, 2008

Please pray for
the 62 students and leaders!

Speed the Light Current Projects:
Philippines:
Ghana:

12,000

Bible School Vehicle

40,000

Portable PA System

1,200

Portable Generator

5,000

Portable PA System

1,200

Van– Bible School

35,000

TV Equipment
Stuart Brown
Video Projector
Belgium:
Alan Baker
Next Term Vehicle
South Africa: Chris Stubbs
1st Term Vehicle
Southern Asia: David Dingman
1st Term Vehicle
Togo:
Bernard Smith
Next Term Vehicle
Morocco: Christopher Martin
Next Term Vehicle
IN Teen Challenge: David Rose
Vehicle
South Africa: Kenneth Peercy
1st Term Vehicle
Morocco: Greg Webby
Next Term Vehicle
Romania:
Bible School Van
Czech Rep.: Jason Morrison
1st Term Vehicle
Bulgaria: Kevin Beery
Book of Hope
Convoy of Hope:
Truck/ Trailer
Malawi:
Bible School Van
Indiana:
David Weil
Truck
France:
Rob Bradford
Next Term Vehicle
Indiana:
Russ Cockrum
Truck

21,000

Ghana:
Africa:
Togo:

Saturday, May 24, 2008 9:30 a.m.
We walk so Missionaries don’t have to!

Pre-registration= $165.00 before May 19
(After May 19, add $20.00)
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4,000

Basic School Pkg

Ghana:
Ghana:

STL Annual Walk-a-thon

Vehicle Refurb

Ecuador:

Jamaica:

GRAND TOTAL NEEDED:

3,000
35,000
35,000
35,000
35,000
35,000
21,000
24,000
35,000
35,000
35,000
6,584
50,000
30,000
35,000
35,000
35,000

628,984.00

women’s ministries
Cindy Fleig

In-a-Fix
June 9-13, 2008

Nappanee New Beginnings
In October, a tornado destroyed New Beginnings Church in Nappanee, Indiana. Although they did have insurance, it was not enough to cover the contents of their building. God has blessed them, however, and they plan
on having a new facility soon! We have received offerings to help cover the cost of supplies and equipment.
Now we would like to give them an offering of labor. In June we will have our In-a-Fix week at their facility.
If you have a day or two (or even the whole week) that you can give to help paint, clean, move garbage or any
other work that is needed, join us for this “missions trip” in our own back yard. Both men and women are welcome! Please let us know if you plan to attend. You can call the District Office or visit our website to sign up.

Missions Trip to Venezuela: February 19-27, 2009
Over 5000 children under the age of nine live on the streets
of Caracas. In February of 2009 we will be taking a team of
ladies there to work on a group of children’s homes. Each
home will have parents and up to 10 children living in them.
The vision is that these children are a part of a functional family and not part of an institution. If you are interested in going
with us, please visit our website for an application and up-todate information on the trip. You will also find a list of items
we are collecting for the container we will be sending.

Fun-atics
The girls had a wonderful time at
the “Glitz, Glitter, Glamour” Funatics! We want to thank all of the
churches that hosted this year.
•Franklin First Assembly
•Logansport First Assembly
•Madison First Assembly
•Plainfield Souls Harbor
•South Bend Calvary
We could not do this without you!
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men’s ministries
Karl S. Fleig
August 8-10
Mark your
calendars!

download registration at:
www.inrangers.org

June 6-8, 2008
Camp Cullom | Frankfort, IN
$65 if registered by May 23
$75 if registered after May 23

JAN. 17-24, 2009
$1,495/PERSON
TO JOIN THE TEAM
SIGN UP ONLINE AT
WWW.INHONORBOUND.ORG
OR CALL THE
DISTRICT OFFICE

PHOTO FROM PREVIOUS ECUADOR TRIP

visit us online at: www.inhonorbound.com
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world missions
Dan Pongratz

Missions Convention News
It has been statistically proven that churches that
have mission’s conventions give more to world
missions on a
per capita basis
than churches
that don’t have
conventions.
Pastor Keith
Williams of Indianapolis Southwood (children’s
choir pictured left) and Pastor John Thomas of

Peru First (ensemble pictured
on the right)
have caught the
vision. Both of
these churches
had successful conventions this year. Our missionaries are counting on you. If you need help
in scheduling a convention, please call the office.
Laura will be happy to assist you.

2008-09 World Missions Theme:
It is taken from 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,
but Everyone to come to repentance.” It is interesting
how the Lord conveys his heart to us. He could have
used the pronoun “everybody.” That would be a gun
shot approach to reaching the world. He said “every-

one” because His heart is for the individual. The Lord
wants us to know we will accomplish the task of winning the lost one person at a time. That is true at home
and around the world. What will you do this year to
focus in on your “one” at home? Our missionaries are
the Lord’s answer and our responsibility to reach our
“one” around the world.

2007 World Missions Giving
We had five of our Indiana churches listed in the
top 100 missions giving churches in our fellowship
in 2007: Lakeview Church, Pastor Ron Bontrager,
ranked 20th giving $473,529; Calvary Temple, Pastor Jerry McCamey, ranked 58th giving $290,440;
Lafayette First Assembly, Pastor Greg Hackett,
ranked 67th giving $273,415; Ft Wayne First Assembly, Pastor Ron Hawkins, ranked 84th giving

$243,905; and Grace Assembly of God, Pastor
Wayne Murray, ranked 89th giving $236,239. The
total ministries giving in 2007 including all church,
district and personal offerings was $8,765,819. The
number one church in total ministries giving, which
also includes world missions giving, was Calvary
Temple with $1,717,808.66. Thank you for another
great year in sending the gospel to a lost world.

2007 WORLD MISSIONS GIVING (leaders by division)

1.
2.
3.
4.

DIV I (351 Up)
Indianapolis Lakeview - Ron Bontrager ...............$
Indianapolis Calvary - Jerry McCamey ................$
Lafayette First - Greg Hackett ..............................$
Ft. Wayne First - Ron Hawkins ............................$

473,529.98
290,439.84
273,415.08
243,904.97

1.
2.
3.
4.

DIV III (76-200)
Columbus First - Don Andreasen ............................. $
Bloomington Cornerstone - David M. Wigington .... $
Kokomo First - Chuck Griffith ................................. $
Linton A/G - David Atkins ....................................... $

64,171.54
62,013.42
45,990.60
43,023.35

1.
2.
3.
4.

DIV II (201-350)
Madison First – Chuck Lynch .............................$
Bedford First - Terry Bryant .................................$
Middlebury Pathway - Scott Miller ......................$
Evansville Oak Hill - Randy Hopkins ..................$

125,453.42
87,611.19
69,870.00
68,092.72

1.
2.
3.
4.

DIV IV (1-75)
Versailles Church on the Rock - Roger Dean ........... $
Beech Grove Faith - Steve Eckart ............................ $
Fort Wayne Southwest - Steve Walker ..................... $
New Haven Joy Fellowship - Matthias Snodderly ... $

18,082.85
16,795.62
13,953.49
13,825.00
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ministry development
David E. Delp

Church Life Cohort In Full Swing
Thirty different churches are enrolled in the 2008 Church
Life Cohort journey. Every lead pastor of those thirty
churches is engaged in the cohort and many church staff and
spouses are involved as well. One exciting, and effective,
component of the cohort is the creation of a vision team in
every participating church. These vision teams work under
the direction of their pastor to discern the activity of God
in their community and church, they form passionate core
prayer teams to press into the Presence of God to hear and
discern the direction of God and the vision, values, missional
goals, strategic methodologies, and tactical functions for

moving the church and the Kingdom of God forward.
This year long process considers fifteen vital functions
critical to the success of any church and the four “quadrants”
of the spiritual, relational, ministry, and outreach. These four
quadrants are moved forward through attention to leadership
(vision/mission, leading) and management (decision-making,
finances, facilities, etc.).
The vision teams from the thirty participating churches
came together on April 18-19 at Indianapolis Abundant Life
for a great time of worship, prayer, training, and inspiration.
Many of the churches have had their vision team retreats by
now and they are moving
forward with the exciting task
of vision casting, alignment,
redirection, and building.
If you’ve not joined this
journey prayerfully consider
your involvement in 2009. Information for the 2009 cohort
will be available in the fall of
this year.

Church Life Cohort
Class of 2008

Larry’s Installed
As Pastors Of Merrillville
New Covenant
The Gary New Covenant congregation recently
relocated to the north side of Merrillville. A great
opportunity for impact has opened up for this church.
The New Covenant congregation invited associate pastors, Keith and Sharon Larry, to consider the
pastorate and they were recently elected. We rejoice
together with the Larry’s and this great church. We
believe great days are ahead. Former Pastors Winston
and Marilyn Larry accepted an assignment at the
Assemblies of God national headquarters in a very
impactful position in the Division of U.S. Missions.
We wish them well in their new assignment.
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christian education
Karl S. Fleig

Do you have a special talent or ability
to work with web design, sound/audio,
hospitality, evangelism/outreach, leadership,
marriage and family, discipleship, worship/
music, missions, senior adults, singles
or small groups? If you are interested
in leading a workshop at our Sept. 27
Ministry Training Summit, please contact
our offi ce at (317) 872-9812
or email us at ced@indianaag.org

Regional JBQ
Coaches Retreat
Sept. 5-6, 2008
at Lake Placid Conference Center
Workshops for:
• New JBQ Programs
• Rules
• Existing Coaches
A proven way to take your
JBQ ministry to the next level!

Download brochure at
www.greatlakesjbq.com
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church development
Dan Pongratz

2007 Church Planters Honored at Summit
By special invitation of our General
Superintendent, Dr. George Wood, church planters
from all over the country gathered in Springfield,
MO for the
annual Prayer
Summit. There
was a banquet
held at the
conclusion of
the summit

honoring the planters. We were privileged to
have four of our seven 2007 church planters
attend. Pictured left to right are: Bekah, Jon and
Ryan Susa; Melissa and Perry Meade; Dr. George
Wood, General Superintendent; Adam and Kristin
Detamore; Steve Pike, National Director of Church
Multiplication Network; Laura Pongratz; and
Amy and Greg Allison. There is more information
about these and the planters who could not attend
in the following article.

Last Year’s Indiana Advance Stats Now Available
Because of your generous contributions to Indiana
Advance we were able to plant Franklin Park
Church, pastored by Greg and Amy Allison located
in Franklin Township in the southeast corner of
Indianapolis. Ron and Martha Carpenter have
planted River of Life in Rockport. Bill and Margie
Wright have planted Clayton A/G in Clayton. We
also partnered with Pastor Jerry McCamey and
Calvary Temple of Indianapolis as they mothered
and simultaneously launched three churches on the
same Sunday morning out of their congregation.

Two of these churches were birthed with couples
that have been raised under Pastor McCamey’s
ministry. Church52 pastored by Perry and Melissa
Meade is meeting in New Palestine and Realife
Church, pastored by Adam and Kristin Detamore,
is meeting in Greenfield. The third is the Hispanic
church, Conexion, pastored by Jon and Bekah
Susa currently meeting in Calvary Temple. We
also welcomed Ark Christian Fellowship in Avilla
pastored by Steve and Patricia Wagner.

Thank You To All Who Gave To Indiana Advance
Thank you to all of you for your prayers and
faithful financial support of Indiana Advance.
Please know that without you this ministry would
not be able to function or bless our pastors and

their families. Listed below are the top giving
churches in each of our four divisions. It blesses
me that many of these churches were at one time
recipients of Indiana Advance support.

2007 INDIANA ADVANCE GIVING (leaders by division)

1.
2.
3.
4.

DIV I (351 Up)
Indianapolis Calvary - Jerry McCamey ................... $ 80,000.00
New Whiteland Grace - Wayne Murray .................. $ 30,590.62
Merrillville Living Hope - Allen Lehmann ............. $ 7,800.00
Valparaiso Heartland - Phil Willingham .................. $ 4,800.00

1.
2.
3.
4.

DIV III (76-200)
Portage First – Mike Bean .......................................... $
Ligonier Trinity – Bill Royse...................................... $
New Albany First - Steve Burks ................................. $
Salem A/G - Jeffry Clem, Sr. ...................................... $

5,564.00
4,347.77
4,083.94
3,838.84

1.
2.
3.
4.

DIV II (201-350)
Madison First - Chuck Lynch .................................. $ 15,571.72
Middlebury Pathway - Scott Miller ......................... $ 9,667.00
Logansport First - Andy Weil .................................. $ 7,430.34
Ellettsville First - Doug Carter ............................... $ 6,100.00

1.
2.
3.
4.

DIV IV (1-75)
Highland Assembly of God–Jimmie Johnson ............ $
Evansville Calvary Temple - Jeff Edmondson ........... $
Versailles Church on the Rock - Roger Dean ............. $
Sullivan First - Tom Turner ........................................ $

3,060.00
2,290.00
2,121.51
2,060.81

Thanks to all Indiana Advance partners!
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David
David L.
L. Wigington
Wigington
Thirty Years of Ministry to the Indiana District
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news and views
Bethany
Joy
Miller was born on
Feb. 4, 2008, to Paul
and Kari Miller,
weighing 6 lbs,
9oz., and measuring
19 inches long.
Pastor
R o d n e y
and
Shirley
Hardesty of
Martinsville
Trinity Worship Center dedicated their new
facility on March 2.

Pastor Matthew and Vicky Snodderly
and Board on Feb. 3 as they transitioned
Butler Christian Assembly from DistrictAffiliated to General Council status.

Pastor Gifford officially installed Pastor
Eric & Elizabeth Luper as the pastor of
Shelburn Shiloh Assembly on Feb. 24.
Pastor Gifford officially installed
Pastor Joe & Holly Brock and family as
the pastor of Tipton First Assembly on
March 9.

Pastor David & Jennifer Hollis
and Board on February 17 as they
transitioned Crawfordsville Crosspoint
Fellowship from District-Affiliated to
General Council status.

Indianapolis
Parc-Way
Assembly
celebrated 95 years of ministry on Feb.
10. Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford
were there, along with Pastor Neil and
Michelle Bell. Pastor Bell said, “[We have]
95 years of history with the promise of a
bright future. Today we’re not celebrating
Parc-Way, we’re celebrating God.”

Indiana women had an incredible two days at the Indianapolis Adams Mark. The theme
“DESTINY” was taken from Jeremiah 1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you; before you were born I set you apart.”

Minister’s Wives and Women In Ministry Retreat
Speaker
Susanne
Cox shared her
personal testimony
and
powerfully
through the Word
spoke God’s destiny for us. We are
not slave girls, but
daughters of the King! Our hearts were
challenged and together we sang “Yes
Lord” in obedience to fulfilling our
destiny.

“Come speak to me, that’s what I need,
So I can be all You made me to be, Come
speak to me and let me see, The destiny
that You have for me!”
Many tears flowed as we experienced intense moments
of praying together. Indiana
“women in ministry” matter
to us. We are honored to host
this retreat for you and believe you’re destined to join
us next year!

destiny
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