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Superintendent
Donald G. Gifford
WHAT BUSINESS ARE WE IN?
I am on a journey to discover core values personally and for our District
family. Two of them are:
1.
Manifested Presence and Power of God
2.
Ministers Matter
Once we understand who we are and why we exist, we must move to
discover our mission and establish a vivid picture of our vision. The
mission and vision must surround the Great Commission of making
disciples (Matthew 28:19-20).
I have a deep concern that, as a church, we have forgotten why we exist.
Lyle Schaller says that 66-75% of all congregations founded before
1960 are either plateaued or shrinking. A large number of churches find
themselves locked into a maintenance mode with a “museum” mentality. Many churches have assumed the position of the ostrich. With
heads buried in the sand, they ignore change as long as possible.
Recently I read the passage of Acts 2:8, 11b, “Then how is it that each
of us hears them in his own native language? We hear them declaring
the wonders of God in our own tongues.” I believe the Holy Spirit
spoke to me and said that the church of today must speak the language
of the people in order for them to understand.
Some of the church people in Jesus’ day forgot the reason for church.
Jesus had to cleanse the temple because the buyers and sellers and exchangers of money were making the reason for church selfish. They
wanted church to be about them and what they could profit. Are our
churches cluttered with people doing church for themselves rather than
“being” the church?
Many ministers are wondering if they missed His leading when they
became pastors or associates of particular churches. Many parishioners
wonder are we in the right church? If we’re not careful, we blame the
minister, and the minister blames the congregation. Rather than placing blame, I would like to ask myself these questions: “What do I value?
What does God, according to Scripture, want me to do? What am I
doing? Is there a discrepancy, and if so, why aren’t I doing what God
wants?” All of us should write a personal ministry statement: What God
Wants To Do In My Life.

2. We value fellowship.
3. We value prayer.
4. We value biblical community.
5. We value praise and worship.
6. We value evangelism.
(Acts 2:42-47)
About 8 years ago the Holy Spirit asked me, “Don, who are your unsaved
friends? With whom are you investing your life in order to fulfill God’s
mission?” When you attend church this Sunday, look around. How many
brand new converts are there? How many of them are involved in a
systematic discipleship process? Do you have a means to measure if
you’re making disciples? Before you criticize your church, ask yourself
how many of those new converts are seated next to you because of your
positive influence in their lives?
New believers are often the most vocal witnesses a church has. They
still know lost people. They have a fire in them that many older believers
have lost.
I want to encourage each minister and church leader to consider participating in our journey as we study the 15 Vital Functions of Church
Life:
8. Small Groups
1. Leadership
9. Discipleship
2. Mission/Vision
10. Ministries
3. Spiritual Life
11. Public Relations
4. Worship
12. Evangelism
5. Preaching/Teaching
13. Decision-Making
6. Assimilation
14. Finances
7. Care/Fellowship
15. Facilities
As we discover the WHY (core values) and the WHAT (mission/vision),
the church life discipleship journey answers the troubling question of
HOW we accomplish God’s mission in our lives. We all have many
program manuals sitting on our shelves, but we have never put the pieces
of the puzzle together.

Our newly elected General Superintendent, Dr. George Wood, has established these 5 core values for our Fellowship:
1.
Passionately proclaim, at home and abroad, by word and deed
Jesus as Savior, Baptizer in the Holy Spirit, Healer, and SoonComing King.
2.
Strategically invest in the next generation.
3.
Vigorously plant new churches.
4.
Skillfully resource our Fellowship.
5.
Fervently pray for God’s favor and help as we serve Him with
pure hearts and noble purposes.

If your pastor, staff and board are not on the journey with us, encourage
them to join us as we stir up the reason we exist, getting back to the
mission, which is the Great Commission of the Church.

The Jerusalem church had 6 core values:
1. We value expository teaching.

Sources: Values - Driven Leaders, Ministry Nuts and Bolts by Aubrey
Malphurs; Simple Church by Tom Rainer and Eric Geiger.
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If your church continues on its present course, where will you be in two,
five, ten or twenty years from now?
I want to ask each of us, “What business are we in?”
You can receive all the information you need for the Church Life journey
by contacting the Ministry Development Office or David Delp.
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Faith in His Faithfulness
Have you ever felt that, somehow, the “pause” button has been
pushed in your life? Everything is on hold. Even though you
are facing a difficult situation that requires an explanation, no explanation
is available. You need clarity, but no answers come.
You keep trying to make
the inexplicable explicable. A time of waiting
can easily become a time of frustration.

You need clarity,
but no answers
come…

No one enjoys the waiting room! I don’t enjoy waiting at the
doctor’s office. I don’t enjoy waiting in line at the Bureau of
Motor Vehicles. I don’t enjoy waiting for a phone call. I don’t
even enjoy waiting at a stoplight. However, many times I find
that the “waiting room” becomes the “meeting room” when I am
waiting on the Lord.
Pastor David Peterson wrote about his friend, Peter, who at age
28, received the terrible news that he had cancer and would,
most likely, die within the year. Peterson tells that his friend went
home, looked at his wife and three small children, and began to
look toward heaven. He asked, “Oh, God, why is this happening
to me?” Peter fell into very deep depression and despair.
David Peterson said, “Peter had always enjoyed hiking in
the wilderness with his wife and friends. In an effort to lift his
spirits, his wife arranged for a day trip that wouldn’t be too
strenuous for him in his condition, and off they went through a
cathedral forest and across a rocky ridge until they came into a
little bowl holding a beautiful lake. Magnificent forested hills
surrounded it, presided over by a beautiful, snow-capped peak.
The forest service had built a little cabin there for campers, but
reservations for it had to be made a long time in advance. While
Peter’s wife was inquiring about the cabin, he walked on with his
friend, who could sense his despair.”
“What are you thinking, Peter?”
Peter looked around and said, “Everything is wrong about this
place: the mountains, the lake, the forest. It’s all so permanent.
It has been here a thousand years. It has been here forever; I
won’t be here forever. My wife is over there making arrangements for a year from now, and I won’t even be here a year from
now.”
It is easy to understand how he was feeling! Peter never did
make it back to the lake cabin, not because he was gone, but
rather, the mountain, the lake and the forest were gone. All of the
landscape blew into oblivion when Mount St. Helen exploded.
Peter survived.

Waiting works because of God’s great faithfulness! “This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the Lord’s mercies
that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.
They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. The Lord
is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. The
Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh
him ” (Lamentations 3:21-25 KJB).
Jesus taught it this way: if
you have faith, God will
remove mountains. In his
radio broadcast “Walk in
the Word”, James
McDonald gave this definition for faith. “Faith is
believing the Word of God
and acting on it, no matter how I feel, because God promises a
good result.”

Faith is believing
the Word of God
and acting on it…

When we are waiting on God, we are waiting on His faithfulness.
Our faith must discount how we feel and boldly act upon what
God says. If God has promised anything in His word, we must
keep on believing it. When we are waiting on the Lord, it will be
worth the wait because His faithfulness will prevail. Good news
will ensue. David Peterson’s friend, in his deep despair, didn’t
understand that he would outlive the mountain, the lake, and the
forest that he observed that day. When the problems we face are
bigger than our faith, waiting becomes impossible. But when faith
arises in our hearts, it “is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1 NIV). For “without
faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes
to him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who
earnestly seek him” (Hebrews 11:6 NIV).
Waiting on the Lord is tied to
our faith and to God’s faithfulness (our faith in God’s
faithfulness). According to
God’s word, He is moving and
active on our behalf. God has
a definite plan for your life.
(Jer. 29:11) If at this moment
in time you are waiting for the fulfillment of His promise, be assured that God will, in His time and in His way, “work all things
together for good” (Romans 8:28). Waiting in faith on God’s faithfulness will surely be abundantly rewarded. Our time of waiting is
a time when God is preparing us for something much better that
we would gain apart from His faithfulness.

Our waiting time
is God’s
preparation time.
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Youth
Steve Furr
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Women’s Ministries
Cindy Fleig

Powette 2007
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Men’s Ministries
Karl S. Fleig
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World Missions
Dan Pongratz
FAITH PROMISES - MISSIONARIES ARE COUNTING ON US
Pastor Steve Covert and the congregation at Lafayette Eastside held
their missions emphasis month in October. Laura and I had the privilege of ministering on one of those Sunday mornings. Faith promise
cards were passed out, and people came to the altar with their cards
to hear from the Lord. A missions dinner and fellowship followed the
morning service.
REPORTS FROM OUR OWN...
Greetings from Istanbul! I arrived early AM (01:15 to be exact) on Tuesday. By that afternoon, I
hooked up with the coordinator of Elam ministries here, and we hit the streets with students training here
from ****. They went out doing street ministry looking for fellow countryman and sharing the gospel with
them. We spent almost two hours walking the streets, and from a distance, I videotaped an encounter
they had sharing the gospel. That evening I attended their prayer service where nearly 50 people gathered to pray and worship.
The past two days we have videotaped interviews with all 9 students here for the next three months
of training. We also interviewed 3 others that have already received their training and now are involved
with training the next group. They have some incredible stories about their lives in **** and the work that
God is doing there. Much more is happening that the world has no clue about! Would you stop and pray
for a minute for the students and their families and for the work of the gospel in their country? We will
be spending all day with the students tomorrow. They meet in a church here in Istanbul that allows them
use of their facilities. They will be doing more street ministry as well as class work.
It has been an exciting time getting to know the students and a little about their lives and country.
They are very warm and loving people. They have a passion for God that inspires me! And they literally
face dangers we as Americans have NO idea or concept of.
Thank you for praying and for supporting our ministry.
Mark and Anita Van Gorp
Thank you for your concern for the people of Peru. God has certainly placed us in the blessed
position of being able to help. We are taking the basic needs of water, food, clothes, blankets, tents and
tarps to the people of Chincha, Pisco and Ica. As of this morning, the death toll was over 500, the injured
passes 2,000 and over 80,000 have been left homeless. The major cities affected are home to 500,000.
In the city of Pisco, over 70% of the homes were destroyed.
The Indiana District has blessed us with a 4-wheel drive vehicle and a 20-passenger bus, and we
will send them south as long as we can. We are filling them up, and they will come back for more. The
quickest way to send funds would be through AGWM-Disaster Relief for PERU. They are disbursing the
funds to us as quick as they come in. That way, the funds will be tracked, and you will receive giving credit
for your offering.
We are committed to being good stewards of the funds God is channeling through us, and we
know that he will multiply our buying power and make it stretch to bless the most we can.
Rich and Wanda Ferguson
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Ministry Development
David E. Delp
You’ve Got to Keep Up if You Want to Make a Difference
I watched a video introduction to a sermon recently preached
at National Community Church (www.theaterchurch.com). It
was a “man on the street” interview format. The interviewees
were mostly in their 20’s. Question one: what comes to mind
when you think of Jesus? Many of the responses revealed the
biblical illiteracy of the generation but the responses were
basically warm and favorable. Question two: what comes to
mind when you think of Christians? The responses were
decidedly negative and unfavorable.
The interviews left the viewer with the feeling that Jesus is
okay, but his followers are narrow, bigoted, strange, and to be
avoided.
In David Kinnaman’s book Un-Christian from Barna Group,
Kinnaman states that only 16% of non-Christians in their late
teens and twenties have a “good impression” of Christianity.
Only 3% of 16 to 29 year olds express favorable views of
evangelicals. The stated conclusion: “This means that today’s
young non-Christians are eight times less likely to experience
positive associations toward evangelicals than were nonChristians of the Boomer generation (25%).”
“Common negative perceptions include that present-day
Christianity is judgmental (87%), hypocritical (85%), oldfashioned (78%), and too involved in politics (75%)... The
most common favorable perceptions were that Christianity
teaches the same basic ideas as other religions (82%), has
good values and principles (76%), is friendly (71%), and is a
faith they respect (55%) . Even among young Christians,
many of the negative images generated significant traction.
Half of young churchgoers said they perceive Christianity to
be judgmental, hypocritical, and too political. One-third said it
was old-fashioned and out of touch with reality.”
Based upon actual personal conversations that I’ve had with
Pentecostal conservative believers in their 20’s, I’ve found
that they, for the most part, believe that homosexuality is a sin.
They don’t, however, understand why evangelicals tag
homosexuality as a sin that is “worse than” gluttony or
dishonesty.
What are the ramifications of these findings for church
leaders? The last time I checked, Christians and church
leaders are not running a popularity contest. It is unavoidable,
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to a certain degree, to be thought of as out of touch, narrow,
and judgmental by those who view scripture differently. Some
of that just goes with the turf, and I’m not suggesting that we
compromise clear Biblical principles; however, we’ve got to
know our work is cut out for us.
The world around us is changing at a pace never before
known to man. Attitudes, convictions, values, and methods
are transitioning like flashes of lightening. Even the church is
changing as some leaders chase entrepreneurial rather than
missional methods and press the line of relevant compromise
further and further. The church does not exist to provide a
haven for believers who want to shield themselves from the
ugliness of the big bad world around them the Church exists
to storm the gates of hell, impact culture, and make followers
of Jesus Christ.

“The Church’s mission is NOT providing
a haven for believers who want to shield
themselves from the ugliness of the big
bad world around them—the Church’s
mission is to storm the gates of hell,
impact culture, and make followers of
Jesus Christ.”
Spiritual leader, what are you doing to grow so that you can
face these challenges? What are you doing to understand?
How are you preparing yourself to minister to this generation
and the next? How are you preparing yourself and your key
leaders spiritually and intellectually? How are you addressing
the huge issues of the day to a church that is largely biblically
illiterate and a society that is becoming completely biblically
illiterate? Where are you going?
Pray, observe, read, learn, and grow. Take advantage of
growth opportunities. Join a learning cohort, get 360 degree
mentoring, plug into your ministry group (pastors) and
contribute. I challenge you to rise to the task, connect
yourself with learning opportunities. Allow the Spirit of God to
break your heart for the lost and to make you hungry to
contend for the faith. With the help of the Holy Spirit, guard
the good deposit that was placed in you.
This discussion to be continued

Christian Education
Karl S. Fleig
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Church Development
Dan Pongratz
ANGOLA FIRST HOLDS DEDICATION SERVICE August 5th was a day of celebration for Pastor Ron Moore and the congregation in Angola as they dedicated
their $435,000.00 remodel and expansion project. There were 170 in attendance
with a fellowship dinner following the service. One of the highlights of the day was
the 2 men who were baptized in water at the conclusion of the morning service.
Truly the Lord is at work in Angola. The Moore’s have been serving the church in
Angola for 4 years.

CONGRATULATIONS TO PASTOR SCOTT MARCINIEC When Freedom
Church was planted in 2004, Pastor Scott and Ester had a dream. That dream
found its fulfillment on August 12 when they moved into their new 15,000 square
foot building. God is always in the miracle business; however, there seem to be
more miracles in the early stages of church plants than at any other time. This
building is a real gift to the inner city of East Chicago. Thanks to all who contributed to this project.

INSTALLATION SERVICE IN KENDALLVILLE September 9th was a memorable day for Pastor Bob and Becky Monroe. Forty people were in attendance at
Kendallville Assembly of God for this special occasion. Following the installation of
their new pastor, the congregation honored the Monroes with a special presentation, dinner, and a time of fellowship.

TWO SPECIAL DAYS FOR REALIFE CHURCH There were
76 in attendance when Pastor Adam and Kristin Detamore,
who planted the church, were installed on September 16th. They
have taken “growing” the church very seriously as David Drew
was born on September 24th. He weighed 7 lbs., 13 oz. and
was 20 3/4 inches long. CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!

A GREAT DAY FOR INDIANAPOLIS LHC It was September 23rd when Pastor Dan and Sharon Estes dedicated their
new facility to the Lord. In addition to the dedication, Dan
and Sharon were installed as pastors, and the baton was
passed to them as they were encouraged to run their race
with diligence. There were 55 in attendance to participate
in the service.
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NEWS AND VIEWS
PK’s Enjoy 2nd Annual Retreat

Speaker Ralph

Preachers’ kids from all across Indiana gathered at the Lake
Placid Conference Center August 17-19. The Indiana District
ministry team, in conjunction with Ralph Holdeman’s entire family
(Kathy, Keila, Zach, Amy, and Joshua), was on hand to minister to
Indiana’s “finest” over this special weekend. All participants experienced powerful services and altar times, as well as times of
fellowship, fun, and activities (which included a trip to Ivanhoe’s
for ice cream).
Holdeman
One of the most special times was the Sunday morning
Diane Gifford sharing a
communion service. The presence of the Lord ministered to every heart
parent’s letter
life. Many testimonies have been received from the preachers’ kids themselves and their parents
about the marvelous impact this time with other preachers’ kids made upon young lives.

Basketball 3-point shot

Fiesta

Goofing off

Prayer Time

Special Events across the district:
Royal Rangers Field Day

Superintendent Don Gifford is off and
running with the Royal Rangers in the 0.6
mile race at Eagle Creek Park on Royal
Ranger Field Day Sept. 9, 2007.
Lance Lendman of Fort Wayne First edged
passed Superintendent Gifford for a first place
win as they crossed the finish line.

Martinsville 50th Anniversary

New Pastors Welcome

Don and Donna English Honored

Pastors participating in the New Pastors
Welcome at the district officer were Steve
Eckart (Beech Grove Faith), Chuck & Susie
Lynch (Madison First), Keith & Joy Williams (Indianapolis Southwood), Al Davis
(Crawfordsville First), Greg Allison (Indianapolis Franklin Park), Michael & Joan
Wayner (Morgantown), Jeff & Marilyn Peters (Elkhart Bethel), David & Linda Smith
(Loogootee Maranatha Tabernacle). Not
pictured were Mike & Alice Higgins
(Blanford).

Bloomington Westside A/G members
honored former pastors Don and Donna
English for 34 years of ministry. Don
served 8 years as assistant pastor and 15
years as senior pastor of Bloomington
Westside. Participating in the celebration
were Don English, Jr. and Sherry Stanton,
children of Don and Donna English; Supt.
Don and Diane Gifford; and Pastor Richard and Ruth Deckard.

Columbus Northview Groundbreaking
Martinsville First celebrated 50 years
of ministry (1957-2007) on July 15th. Highlights included participation by church
co-founder Patricia Snow and former pastor Russ and Judy Cockrum. Pictured are
Pastor Ron Hardesty greeting church
founder Patricia Snow.

The groundbreaking service for Columbus
Northview Assembly of God was held Sept. 10,
2007. The new project includes a 6,688 sq. ft. sanctuary, fully functional media center and sound
area. Renovations have already been completed
in the childrens church and nursery area. Pictured
are Elders Steve O’Connell, Curt Fish, and Larry
Duncan with Pastor Randy Burton.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

2007 Ministers Conference, October 8-9

Vernon Piercey and daughter, Ashley
making music

Prayer time

Marion Lighthouse Worship Team

Ministers from across Indiana gathered at the Adams Mark Hotel on the west side
of Indianapolis for this year’s exciting Ministers Conference. Our two special
guest speakers included Tommy Tenney, author of The
God Chasers and many other books, as well as former
Indiana pastor and Church Development Director, Mickey
Davis.
On Monday night Tommy Tenney preached a powerful illustrated message entitled “The Ultimate
Comeback”. On Tuesday morning he challenged us to
answer Jesus’ prayer request for
Pastor Don making a point
unity in the church. Tommy
Tenney then proceeded to show us how to enter into that unity.
On Tuesday night, our friend,
Mickey Davis, preached a powerful word that encouraged us to continue to trust in our God even
Jodie Davis sharing
through the most difficult of times.
All who participated
left
refreshed by
the presence of the
Lord.

Mickey Davis sharing his
heart

Tommy Tenney preaching
the Word

A tree becomes a rod

Installations of New Pastors

Superintendent Gifford installed Eliot and
Lisa Handziak as pastors of Vincennes Intersect Church on Sept. 16, 2007.

Superintendent Gifford is pictured with
Elkhart Bethel’s Pastor Jeff and Marilyn
Peters and their children Nathan and
Hannah. The Peters’ installation was August 26, 2007.

Pastor Appreciation Day at Madison First
was celebrated with the installation of Pastor Chuck and Suzie Lynch.Superintendent
Don and Diane Gifford officiated and witnessed first hand the shepherd’s heart of
Pastor Lynch.
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