NEWS AND VIEWS

2007 Indiana District Council
On May 14 and 15, 2007, the 62nd Indiana District Council
convened at Lakeview Church in Indianapolis. Host pastor, Ron
Bontrager, his staff and congregation made the ministers and delegates most welcome.
Featured preaching during the council included Dr. Rutland,
President of Southeastern University. Superintendent Don Gifford
ministered in the annual communion service. One of the highlights was the annual ordination ceremony. This year the ordination candidates were Kevin & Jennifer Bodey, Jimmy & Carrie Mulry,
Superintendent Don Gifford
Jeffrey & Paulena Nice, and Matthias & Kristi Snodderly.
50 Years of Ordained Ministry
During the council business
Pictured (left to right): John & Jeanie Smith,
sessions, Superintendent Don Gifford
Hilda & Shelly Morgan, Gerald Badger and
Charles Crank who presented their certificates.
was reelected to serve another fourfour-year term as District Superintendent Greg
Hackett was reelected to serve another term as
Northwest Area Executive Presbyter, Ron
Bontrager was reelected to serve another term as
Central Area Executive Presbyter and Ralph
Holdeman was reelected to serve another term
as Executive Presbyter At Large. Greg Carter
was also elected to serve as Southeast Area Executive Presbyter. Congratulations to each of these
Guest Speaker,
2007 Ordination Class
men who serve the district so well. May God’s best
Dr. Mark Rutland
be theirs as they give of themselves to minister to all of us.
During the council, Johnny Garrison was honored as the Superintendent’s Shepherd of the Year. Also honored were Gerald
Badger, Shelly & Hilda Morgan and John & Jeanie Smith for 50 years of outstanding service as Ordained Ministers with The General
Council of the Assemblies of God.
This year’s Missions Luncheon was sponsored by the district departmental missions ministries including Speed-the-Light,
BGMC, U.S. Missions, Light-for-the-Lost and Women’s Ministries. The luncheon
was held in Lakeview Church’s Youth Ministries area.
This year’s services provided opportunities for worship and outstanding preaching of God’s Word. District Council additionally provided special fellowship opportunities and an open door into the presence of the Lord.

Ordination Time

Laying on of hands

2007 Superintendent’s Shepherd of
the Year at 62nd District Council
Pictured (left to right) daughter,
Rhonda Garrison, son & daughterin-law, Bruce & Pippa Garrison,
grandchildren, Bethany & Josiah.
Honoring Rev. Johnny & Betty
Garrison; Superintendent Don &
Diane Gifford

Pictured are three brothers who
all pastor in northeast Indiana.
Matthew Snodderly, Butler
Christian AG, Matthias
Snodderly, New Haven Joy
Fellowship Church and David
Snodderly, Auburn Souls
Harbor AG.
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NEWS AND VIEWS
PASTORAL INSTALLATIONS

Superintendent

Morocco Cornerstone

Bedford First AG

Pastor Don Gifford officiated
in the installation of Rev.
Jeremy and Trish Eisele on
April 22, 2007.

Rev. Terry and Pam Bryant
were installed as pastors on
May 6, 2007 by Pastor Don
Gifford. Dorothy Bryant,
Terry’s mom and long term
missionary to Africa,
anointed and prayed over her
son.

RECENT HOMEGOINGS

Donald G. Gifford
“THE GLORY OF THE MINISTRY”
District Council Communion Message
TEXTS:
“Therefore since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not loose heart” (II Corinthians 4:1). “But none of these things move me;
nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry, which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the
gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).
I. THE CALL OF MINISTRY
“And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry” (I Timothy 1:12-13). It was
the Lord who put us into the ministry; He is the initiator. However often ministers do not move from glory to glory, but from crisis to crisis. The
Apostle Paul was no stranger to crisis. “We are hard pressed on every side but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair (we don’t quit), persecuted,
but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed” (II Corinthians 4:8-10). “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (II Corinthians
4:16). We may desire to quit, and even say we quit ~ just as long as we do not quit!
II. THE DISHEARTENED PREACHER’S JOY
“I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said good-bye to them and went on to Macedonia” (II Corinthians
2:13). The New King James Version says I had no relief for my spirit. Even the Apostle Paul had an emotional and mental side of his ministry. Paul
had founded the church of Corinth (Acts 18:1-17). The problems of the church plant weighed so heavy on Paul’s heart that he couldn’t even walk into
open doors of ministry granted to him by Holy Spirit. Paul knew that to be led of the Spirit sometimes means wilderness experiences (Luke 4:1). “For
a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries” (I Corinthians 16:9).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Beech Grove Faith AG

NEW PASTORS
WELCOMED

III. PROBLEMS IN THE NEW CHURCH PLANT
Division (I Corinthians 1:10-13; 11:17-22)
Tolerance of sin (I Corinthians 5:1-13)
Sexual immorality (I Corinthians 6:12-20)
Secular lawsuits between Christians (I Corinthians 6:1-11)
Marriage problems (I Corinthians 7)
Problems during the public worship service with spiritual gifts and in the communion service (I Corinthians 11-14)
Giving problems (I Corinthians 16; II Corinthians 8-9)

The Apostle Paul said, “That which presseth upon me daily anxiety for all the churches” (II Corinthians 11:28). Paul had issues not only with
personalities and jealousies, but doctrinal problems. He wasn’t sufficiently paid by the church in Corinth. He also had to deal with false prophets and
those who came against his leadership. “For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were
burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life. Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust
in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, who delivered us from so great a death and does deliver us; in whom we trust, that he will still deliver
us” (II Corinthians 1:8-9).
We need a ministry of Resurrection power. Note the tears involved in Paul’s ministry. “Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many
tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews” (Acts 20:19). “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three
years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31). “For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with
many tears…” (II Corinthians 2:4). Remember Psalm 56:8-9 says “God bottles up our tears” and “He is for us!” In the midst of all this Paul did
not shrink back from preaching the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).

Rev. Steve Eckart was installed as pastor on May 27,
2007 by Pastor Don Gifford.
Three of Steve’s children and
nine grandchildren were
present. Steve’s oldest son,
Rod, gave a prayer of blessing over his father.

IV. THE RETURN OF THE PASTOR’S JOY
Be sure you have a friend. “But God who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not only by his coming but also by the
comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater than
ever” (II Corinthians 7:6-7). “Zabud son of Nathan, priest and friend to the king” (I Kings 4:5) Message. Everyone needs an Aaron and Hur to prop
them up.

The following pastors participated in a New Pastor’s Welcome at the District Office
on May 1, 2007. Terry &
Pam Bryant (Bedford First),
Art & Priscilla Good
(Elkhart Westside), Dan
Chappelow (Whiteland Solid
Rock), Jeremy & Trish Eisele
(Morocco), Dan & Gloria
Covert (Lafayette Eastside),
Adam Detamore (Greenfield
Realife Church), Perry &
Melissa Meade (New Palestine Church 52 Family Worship Center).

Howard Strong

Howard Strong was born on May 7, 1922
and went home to be with his Savior February 3, 2007. He was 84. Brother Strong
is survived by his wife, Louise, two children and four grandchildren. He pioneered churches in Plainfield and Greenwood. He also served as an associate
pastor during his ministry. Please pray
the Holy Spirit will comfort the family at
this time.

Clarence Kent was born March 14, 1929
and went home to his Lord February 8,
2007 at age 77. He is survived by his
spouse, Ruth, two children, one granddaughter and one great-granddaughter.
The Kent’s pastored three churches in Indiana during their ministry including
Morocco, San Pierre and Hedrick. Please
remember the family in prayer. No doubt
he has already received his “well done
thou good and faithful servant.”

John Campbell was born February 8,
1948 and he went home to be with the
Lord on March 6, 2007. He is survived
by his wife Linda, two children, one
grandchild and two great-grandchildren.
He pastored the Paoli congregation.
Brother Campbell had been sick for several months and had been suffering from
congestive heart failure. Brother
John Campbell
Campbell led his hospice nurse to the
Lord about three weeks before his home going. Be sure to remember his family in prayer that the comforter of the Holy Spirit
will be ever present with them.
Joseph Willis was born on May 2, 1929
and passed on April 12, 2007. He was 77
years old. He is survived by two children and three grandchildren. He was
beloved by his family and friends. He
pastored in San Pierre, Medaryville and
Winamac. Please keep this family in
your prayers.
Joseph Willis

When pressure pushes down on you, remember these words, “but God”. “I still had no peace of mind … but thanks be to God, who always leads
us in triumphal procession in Christ” (II Corinthians 2:13,14). “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves; but our
sufficiency is of God” (II Corinthians 3:5). Remember to keep your Secret Place (Matthew 6:6). Don’t forget to pitch your tent outside the camp to
meet with Father. “The Lord would speak to Moses’ face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:7-11).
An illustration taken from “Tell Your Heart to Beat Again” by Dutch Sheets:
During an open-heart surgery that my brother, Tim, was allowed to witness, the patient’s heart had been stopped from beating. However, when it came
time to restart it, despite repeated attempts, the medical staff was unable to get the heart to beat again. Finally, although the patient was obviously
unconscious, the surgeon leaned over and said into the patient’s ear, “We need your help. We cannot get your heart going. Tell your heart to start
beating.” Immediately, as incredible as it sounds, the patient’s heart began to beat again. Remember Paul’s words, “Don’t loose heart. There is hope!”
Have you considered resigning? Sure, most of us have. How about not resigning, but RE-SIGN today. I believe there is help for the minister to
finish his race strong, and with joy!
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TWO NEW CHURCH PLANTS HAVE PUBLIC LAUNCH DAY
On Sunday, May 6th, Realife Church of Greenfield, pastored by Adam and
Kristin Detamore, had their official Launch Day. While the church has been
functioning since March 18th, Launch Day was a day in which the focus was
on inviting the community of Greenfield to the church for the first time. The
Saturday prior to the launch, Realife Church, along with Calvary Temple of
Indianapolis, handed out over 4,000 door hangers inviting people to come.
There were103 people in attendance in Greenfield Central High School’s Auditorium. Three adults gave their hearts to the Lord in the adult service. Down
the hall in RealKids, 4 kids also gave their hearts to the Lord. Since Launch
Day, Realife Church has been averaging almost 70 people. Pastor Adam, pictured on the left, is
excited at the opportunity Realife Church has been given to minister to lives in Greenfield. On Sunday, May 6th Church 52,
Pastored by Perry and Melissa Meade, located in New Palestine, launched its first official Celebration Service with 88 in attendance. The day started at 9:00 a.m. for Caffeine Coffee Stop and
fellowship. The Celebration Service opened at 10:00 a.m. with a
time of Praise and Worship followed by a warm greeting by Rev.
Phillip Meade, Associate Pastor at Calvary Temple and the father
to Pastor Perry Meade, Lead Pastor of Church 52. Pastor Perry shared “Seeds of Change” which
resulted in four salvations and an overwhelming response to the altar call.
ALLISON BABY DEDICATED
It was a special day for Pastor Greg and Amy Allison and the church family at
Franklin Park Church. Carter Paul Allison was dedicated to the Lord. Carter
was born on March 22nd weighing 7 pounds 8 ounces and was 21 inches long.

5th YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Congratulations to Pastor Mike and Kim Smith and the congregation at Harvest Ridge Church in Schererville. This was a weekend of special activities
and 84 people gathered to celebrate the special day on Sunday, May 20th.
SOUTH CENTRAL STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING
We are continuing to travel across the state of Indiana gathering pastors together to see what the Lord
is saying to them about future church plants in their areas. These
meetings have been very valuable and a great blessing to me.
Pictured above from left to right are: Pastor Jim Severn, Pastor
Steve Hyer, Pastor Don Andreasen, Pastor Randy Andrews and
Pastor Randy Burton. Also attending but having to leave before
the picture was taken was Pastor Virl Murray. PLEASE make a
SPECIAL effort to attend the meeting that will be scheduled in
your area.

David L. Wigington

Freedom Isn’t Free
Lady Bird Johnson said, “The clash of ideas is the
sound of freedom.” There certainly is a lot of the “sound
of freedom” in all the debates concerning whether we
should be in Iraq. But if we are willing to openly look
at history, we can all agree that “freedom isn’t free.”
From Toby Keith’s song, “An American Soldier,” we
have this verse. “And I will always do my duty no matter what the price. I’ve counted up the cost. I know the
sacrifice. Oh I don’t want to die for you, but if dyin’s
asked of me, I’ll bear that cross with honor, ‘cause freedom isn’t free.’”
I’m so grateful for and proud of all our courageous
young men and women who are defending our freedom in places like Iraq and Afghanistan. Tyler Hackett
is one young man whose bravery we honor, knowing
that he represents thousands more that deserve our honor
and gratitude. Tyler is the son of Pastor Greg and Lisa
Hackett (Lafayette First Assembly of God). Pastor Greg
says that Tyler decided after 9/11 that when he graduated he would serve us and defend our freedom.
Tyler is presently serving in Iraq and is due to come
home sometime late in July. His plans are to attend
Central Bible College in Springfield, Missouri with his
younger brother, Robert. Pastor Greg said, “The scariest part of Tyler serving in harm’s way is knowing that
he’s willing to do whatever it takes. Tyler is always willing to volunteer for whatever duty demands. If they need
a tower guard for the nighttime hours, he’s their man.”
His dad and mom are so proud of him! His dad said, “I
guess the thing that scares us the most is also the thing
that makes us the proudest!”
Abraham Lincoln was right when he said, “Freedom is not the right to do what we want, but what we
ought.” When we look at our history and all that’s required to keep us free, we should give thanks to all
those who have done what they “ought.” Remember,
each soldier’s death is a total loss to that soldier’s family. We honor and are grateful to each of our troops
and their families. We pray that every worry and anxious moment will be replaced with inner peace that is
beyond understanding. We pray that God will protect
our troops and their families, “surrounding them with
His favor like a shield.” We pray for a peaceful solu-
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tion to conflict and a safe return home for all our troops.
The cost of freedom is separation, anxiety, risk,
fear, loss, pain, and even sometimes life itself. How
grateful we must be! John F. Kennedy stated, “The
cost of freedom is high, but Americans have always paid
it. And one path we shall never choose, and that is the
path of surrender or submission.”
I know another father and son who were willing
to sacrifice and pay the ultimate price for our freedom.
We call the son Jesus and his father our God. The
movie, “The Passion of the Christ,” revealed the horror of what Jesus suffered. Why would Jesus endure
such pain and agony especially since he is the Son of
God? Jesus says in John 3:16, “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.” And then in John 10:10, Jesus says, “…I
have come that they may have life, and that they may
have it more abundantly.” The bottom line is, God
loved us so much that he sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
to take our due punishment and in return gave us abundant life and ultimate freedom!
One translator gives us this rendition of John 8:36,
“So if the Son liberates you, then you are unquestionably free.” Can you imagine someone loving you so
much that they would die for you? Jesus loved you
that much and God the Father loved you enough to
send his Son to the cross.
We live in a world of pain, a world in bondage
collectively from the violence and nature of man, and a
world that suffers individually from personal bondages.
Many around us are imprisoned by their sin, their fear,
their doubts, their poor health, and their broken relationships. We allow sin and even life circumstances to
rob us of our personal freedom when it has already been
purchased and is available to each of us. So by faith,
receive your freedom in Christ Jesus!
As we reflect on the cost of our freedom, I can
stand tall and say, “I’m proud to be an American”
and I’m thankful I can also say, “I’m grateful to be a
Christian.” The price paid for our national and our
spiritual freedom has been great. It’s true “freedom
isn’t free” but the price has been paid! How grateful
we are!
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Youth

Karl S. Fleig

Steve Furr
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Women’s Ministries
David E. Delp

Cindy Fleig

Join the Second Church Life Cohort
The Indiana District, in conjunction with Church Life Resources, will be offering the Church Life cohort for a second time. Those
who did not participate in the first year will have the opportunity to join the journey. Many pastors who were on the first year’s
journey are already signing up for the second year. The deadline for the next cohort is October 10th but we must limit acceptance to
the first 50 pastors who sign up for the journey.

A Cohort Experience
A Cohort in Scripture is a group designated as a special force unit. The Church Life Cohort is a unified group of
pastors accepting the challenge for renewal and transformation of the local church. The essence of the experience
involves:
• Building strong peer relationships and peer coaching
• Focusing upon personal growth and spiritual renewal processes
• Addressing the issues of church plateau and decline in America
• Facilitating a Pentecostal process for transformation
• Adopting a Church Life model to facilitate dialogue and discussion
• Developing a unique, individualized growth plan for each pastor and local church
• Accepting the challenge to reconnect with the culture of the church’s community

A Strategic Process
Pentecostal Spirituality—Leadership Coaching—Strategic Planning—Intense Assessment

A Simple Structure
• Coach Training: Pastors agree to train as coaches
• Church Life Model: A model is used to guide the process and unify terminology
• Coach and Pastor Interaction and Exchange: Coaches agree to peer coach another cohort pastor who has
accepted the challenge for growth and transformation
• Lay Vision Teams: Each pastor selects a vision team from his local church to be with him in the process
• Transformational Process of Change: A model for change and transformation guides the process of the strategic
plans for each church
For more information: ministrydev@indianaag.org or 317.872.9812

September Area Minister’s
Meetings
We encourage you to plan now to
attend the AMM in your area in
September. These are excellent
times of fellowship and interaction
with pastors, ministers, and missionaries. A schedule for the September meetings is included on this
page. Additional information and
registration materials will be distributed via the mail and the web
in July.

Area
Northeast
Area
Northwest
Area
Central
Area
Southeast
Area
Southwest
Area

Date & Time
September 4th
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. EDT
September 6th
Thursday 6:30 p.m. CDT
September 7th
Friday 6:30 p.m. CDT
September 10th
Monday 6:30 p.m. EDT
September 11th
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. EDT

Location
Fort Wayne
First A/G
Valparaiso
Heartland
Indianapolis
Calvary Temple
Madison
First Assembly
Princeton
Oasis Assembly
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Men’s Ministries

World Missions
Karl S. Fleig

Dan Pongratz
DISTRICT COUNCIL MISSIONS LUNCHEON

I would like to personally thank my wife, Laura, District World Missions Coordinator; Brenda Montgomery, my Administrative Assistant and Joyce Delp, Lakeview Church Missions Coordinator for ensuring
that the luncheon was a success. A special thanks to all the presenters for doing such a great job as
well. The most disappointing aspect of the entire meeting was that Laura was not able to use her gong
more often!! Thanks to all of you who came in support of all the World and US missionaries who were
present. Your standing ovation for them spoke volumes. The Indiana District is blessed to have such
a great team of missionaries representing us, both here in the USA and around the world. May the
Lord continue to bless you as you pray for and financially support our missionary team.

SPECIAL MISSIONARY DINNER
Laura and I were honored to host the missionaries home on furlough
for dinner and fellowship at our home. Pictured from left to right are
Greg and Leise Webby, Chris and Amy Stubbs, Amy and David
Dingman and Donna Shewmaker. If you will remember at the missions luncheon, the number one request of the missionaries is that
pastors would PLEASE RETURN PHONE CALLS. It has been said
so many times already that even if the answer is that you can’t have
them come or that you can’t support them at this time, it is better to let
them know. That will allow them to focus their time on others who may be able to help them raise their
support. Let me encourage you that a “non response” is not considered a “no” for a missionary.
6
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World Missions
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Dan Pongratz
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that the luncheon was a success. A special thanks to all the presenters for doing such a great job as
well. The most disappointing aspect of the entire meeting was that Laura was not able to use her gong
more often!! Thanks to all of you who came in support of all the World and US missionaries who were
present. Your standing ovation for them spoke volumes. The Indiana District is blessed to have such
a great team of missionaries representing us, both here in the USA and around the world. May the
Lord continue to bless you as you pray for and financially support our missionary team.

SPECIAL MISSIONARY DINNER
Laura and I were honored to host the missionaries home on furlough
for dinner and fellowship at our home. Pictured from left to right are
Greg and Leise Webby, Chris and Amy Stubbs, Amy and David
Dingman and Donna Shewmaker. If you will remember at the missions luncheon, the number one request of the missionaries is that
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Women’s Ministries
David E. Delp

Cindy Fleig

Join the Second Church Life Cohort
The Indiana District, in conjunction with Church Life Resources, will be offering the Church Life cohort for a second time. Those
who did not participate in the first year will have the opportunity to join the journey. Many pastors who were on the first year’s
journey are already signing up for the second year. The deadline for the next cohort is October 10th but we must limit acceptance to
the first 50 pastors who sign up for the journey.

A Cohort Experience
A Cohort in Scripture is a group designated as a special force unit. The Church Life Cohort is a unified group of
pastors accepting the challenge for renewal and transformation of the local church. The essence of the experience
involves:
• Building strong peer relationships and peer coaching
• Focusing upon personal growth and spiritual renewal processes
• Addressing the issues of church plateau and decline in America
• Facilitating a Pentecostal process for transformation
• Adopting a Church Life model to facilitate dialogue and discussion
• Developing a unique, individualized growth plan for each pastor and local church
• Accepting the challenge to reconnect with the culture of the church’s community

A Strategic Process
Pentecostal Spirituality—Leadership Coaching—Strategic Planning—Intense Assessment

A Simple Structure
• Coach Training: Pastors agree to train as coaches
• Church Life Model: A model is used to guide the process and unify terminology
• Coach and Pastor Interaction and Exchange: Coaches agree to peer coach another cohort pastor who has
accepted the challenge for growth and transformation
• Lay Vision Teams: Each pastor selects a vision team from his local church to be with him in the process
• Transformational Process of Change: A model for change and transformation guides the process of the strategic
plans for each church
For more information: ministrydev@indianaag.org or 317.872.9812

September Area Minister’s
Meetings
We encourage you to plan now to
attend the AMM in your area in
September. These are excellent
times of fellowship and interaction
with pastors, ministers, and missionaries. A schedule for the September meetings is included on this
page. Additional information and
registration materials will be distributed via the mail and the web
in July.

Area
Northeast
Area
Northwest
Area
Central
Area
Southeast
Area
Southwest
Area

Date & Time
September 4th
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. EDT
September 6th
Thursday 6:30 p.m. CDT
September 7th
Friday 6:30 p.m. CDT
September 10th
Monday 6:30 p.m. EDT
September 11th
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. EDT

Location
Fort Wayne
First A/G
Valparaiso
Heartland
Indianapolis
Calvary Temple
Madison
First Assembly
Princeton
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TWO NEW CHURCH PLANTS HAVE PUBLIC LAUNCH DAY
On Sunday, May 6th, Realife Church of Greenfield, pastored by Adam and
Kristin Detamore, had their official Launch Day. While the church has been
functioning since March 18th, Launch Day was a day in which the focus was
on inviting the community of Greenfield to the church for the first time. The
Saturday prior to the launch, Realife Church, along with Calvary Temple of
Indianapolis, handed out over 4,000 door hangers inviting people to come.
There were103 people in attendance in Greenfield Central High School’s Auditorium. Three adults gave their hearts to the Lord in the adult service. Down
the hall in RealKids, 4 kids also gave their hearts to the Lord. Since Launch
Day, Realife Church has been averaging almost 70 people. Pastor Adam, pictured on the left, is
excited at the opportunity Realife Church has been given to minister to lives in Greenfield. On Sunday, May 6th Church 52,
Pastored by Perry and Melissa Meade, located in New Palestine, launched its first official Celebration Service with 88 in attendance. The day started at 9:00 a.m. for Caffeine Coffee Stop and
fellowship. The Celebration Service opened at 10:00 a.m. with a
time of Praise and Worship followed by a warm greeting by Rev.
Phillip Meade, Associate Pastor at Calvary Temple and the father
to Pastor Perry Meade, Lead Pastor of Church 52. Pastor Perry shared “Seeds of Change” which
resulted in four salvations and an overwhelming response to the altar call.
ALLISON BABY DEDICATED
It was a special day for Pastor Greg and Amy Allison and the church family at
Franklin Park Church. Carter Paul Allison was dedicated to the Lord. Carter
was born on March 22nd weighing 7 pounds 8 ounces and was 21 inches long.

5th YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Congratulations to Pastor Mike and Kim Smith and the congregation at Harvest Ridge Church in Schererville. This was a weekend of special activities
and 84 people gathered to celebrate the special day on Sunday, May 20th.
SOUTH CENTRAL STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING
We are continuing to travel across the state of Indiana gathering pastors together to see what the Lord
is saying to them about future church plants in their areas. These
meetings have been very valuable and a great blessing to me.
Pictured above from left to right are: Pastor Jim Severn, Pastor
Steve Hyer, Pastor Don Andreasen, Pastor Randy Andrews and
Pastor Randy Burton. Also attending but having to leave before
the picture was taken was Pastor Virl Murray. PLEASE make a
SPECIAL effort to attend the meeting that will be scheduled in
your area.

David L. Wigington

Freedom Isn’t Free
Lady Bird Johnson said, “The clash of ideas is the
sound of freedom.” There certainly is a lot of the “sound
of freedom” in all the debates concerning whether we
should be in Iraq. But if we are willing to openly look
at history, we can all agree that “freedom isn’t free.”
From Toby Keith’s song, “An American Soldier,” we
have this verse. “And I will always do my duty no matter what the price. I’ve counted up the cost. I know the
sacrifice. Oh I don’t want to die for you, but if dyin’s
asked of me, I’ll bear that cross with honor, ‘cause freedom isn’t free.’”
I’m so grateful for and proud of all our courageous
young men and women who are defending our freedom in places like Iraq and Afghanistan. Tyler Hackett
is one young man whose bravery we honor, knowing
that he represents thousands more that deserve our honor
and gratitude. Tyler is the son of Pastor Greg and Lisa
Hackett (Lafayette First Assembly of God). Pastor Greg
says that Tyler decided after 9/11 that when he graduated he would serve us and defend our freedom.
Tyler is presently serving in Iraq and is due to come
home sometime late in July. His plans are to attend
Central Bible College in Springfield, Missouri with his
younger brother, Robert. Pastor Greg said, “The scariest part of Tyler serving in harm’s way is knowing that
he’s willing to do whatever it takes. Tyler is always willing to volunteer for whatever duty demands. If they need
a tower guard for the nighttime hours, he’s their man.”
His dad and mom are so proud of him! His dad said, “I
guess the thing that scares us the most is also the thing
that makes us the proudest!”
Abraham Lincoln was right when he said, “Freedom is not the right to do what we want, but what we
ought.” When we look at our history and all that’s required to keep us free, we should give thanks to all
those who have done what they “ought.” Remember,
each soldier’s death is a total loss to that soldier’s family. We honor and are grateful to each of our troops
and their families. We pray that every worry and anxious moment will be replaced with inner peace that is
beyond understanding. We pray that God will protect
our troops and their families, “surrounding them with
His favor like a shield.” We pray for a peaceful solu-
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tion to conflict and a safe return home for all our troops.
The cost of freedom is separation, anxiety, risk,
fear, loss, pain, and even sometimes life itself. How
grateful we must be! John F. Kennedy stated, “The
cost of freedom is high, but Americans have always paid
it. And one path we shall never choose, and that is the
path of surrender or submission.”
I know another father and son who were willing
to sacrifice and pay the ultimate price for our freedom.
We call the son Jesus and his father our God. The
movie, “The Passion of the Christ,” revealed the horror of what Jesus suffered. Why would Jesus endure
such pain and agony especially since he is the Son of
God? Jesus says in John 3:16, “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.” And then in John 10:10, Jesus says, “…I
have come that they may have life, and that they may
have it more abundantly.” The bottom line is, God
loved us so much that he sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
to take our due punishment and in return gave us abundant life and ultimate freedom!
One translator gives us this rendition of John 8:36,
“So if the Son liberates you, then you are unquestionably free.” Can you imagine someone loving you so
much that they would die for you? Jesus loved you
that much and God the Father loved you enough to
send his Son to the cross.
We live in a world of pain, a world in bondage
collectively from the violence and nature of man, and a
world that suffers individually from personal bondages.
Many around us are imprisoned by their sin, their fear,
their doubts, their poor health, and their broken relationships. We allow sin and even life circumstances to
rob us of our personal freedom when it has already been
purchased and is available to each of us. So by faith,
receive your freedom in Christ Jesus!
As we reflect on the cost of our freedom, I can
stand tall and say, “I’m proud to be an American”
and I’m thankful I can also say, “I’m grateful to be a
Christian.” The price paid for our national and our
spiritual freedom has been great. It’s true “freedom
isn’t free” but the price has been paid! How grateful
we are!
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NEWS AND VIEWS
PASTORAL INSTALLATIONS

Superintendent

Morocco Cornerstone

Bedford First AG

Pastor Don Gifford officiated
in the installation of Rev.
Jeremy and Trish Eisele on
April 22, 2007.

Rev. Terry and Pam Bryant
were installed as pastors on
May 6, 2007 by Pastor Don
Gifford. Dorothy Bryant,
Terry’s mom and long term
missionary to Africa,
anointed and prayed over her
son.

RECENT HOMEGOINGS

Donald G. Gifford
“THE GLORY OF THE MINISTRY”
District Council Communion Message
TEXTS:
“Therefore since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not loose heart” (II Corinthians 4:1). “But none of these things move me;
nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry, which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the
gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).
I. THE CALL OF MINISTRY
“And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry” (I Timothy 1:12-13). It was
the Lord who put us into the ministry; He is the initiator. However often ministers do not move from glory to glory, but from crisis to crisis. The
Apostle Paul was no stranger to crisis. “We are hard pressed on every side but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair (we don’t quit), persecuted,
but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed” (II Corinthians 4:8-10). “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (II Corinthians
4:16). We may desire to quit, and even say we quit ~ just as long as we do not quit!
II. THE DISHEARTENED PREACHER’S JOY
“I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said good-bye to them and went on to Macedonia” (II Corinthians
2:13). The New King James Version says I had no relief for my spirit. Even the Apostle Paul had an emotional and mental side of his ministry. Paul
had founded the church of Corinth (Acts 18:1-17). The problems of the church plant weighed so heavy on Paul’s heart that he couldn’t even walk into
open doors of ministry granted to him by Holy Spirit. Paul knew that to be led of the Spirit sometimes means wilderness experiences (Luke 4:1). “For
a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries” (I Corinthians 16:9).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Beech Grove Faith AG

NEW PASTORS
WELCOMED

III. PROBLEMS IN THE NEW CHURCH PLANT
Division (I Corinthians 1:10-13; 11:17-22)
Tolerance of sin (I Corinthians 5:1-13)
Sexual immorality (I Corinthians 6:12-20)
Secular lawsuits between Christians (I Corinthians 6:1-11)
Marriage problems (I Corinthians 7)
Problems during the public worship service with spiritual gifts and in the communion service (I Corinthians 11-14)
Giving problems (I Corinthians 16; II Corinthians 8-9)

The Apostle Paul said, “That which presseth upon me daily anxiety for all the churches” (II Corinthians 11:28). Paul had issues not only with
personalities and jealousies, but doctrinal problems. He wasn’t sufficiently paid by the church in Corinth. He also had to deal with false prophets and
those who came against his leadership. “For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were
burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life. Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust
in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, who delivered us from so great a death and does deliver us; in whom we trust, that he will still deliver
us” (II Corinthians 1:8-9).
We need a ministry of Resurrection power. Note the tears involved in Paul’s ministry. “Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many
tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews” (Acts 20:19). “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three
years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31). “For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with
many tears…” (II Corinthians 2:4). Remember Psalm 56:8-9 says “God bottles up our tears” and “He is for us!” In the midst of all this Paul did
not shrink back from preaching the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).

Rev. Steve Eckart was installed as pastor on May 27,
2007 by Pastor Don Gifford.
Three of Steve’s children and
nine grandchildren were
present. Steve’s oldest son,
Rod, gave a prayer of blessing over his father.

IV. THE RETURN OF THE PASTOR’S JOY
Be sure you have a friend. “But God who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not only by his coming but also by the
comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater than
ever” (II Corinthians 7:6-7). “Zabud son of Nathan, priest and friend to the king” (I Kings 4:5) Message. Everyone needs an Aaron and Hur to prop
them up.

The following pastors participated in a New Pastor’s Welcome at the District Office
on May 1, 2007. Terry &
Pam Bryant (Bedford First),
Art & Priscilla Good
(Elkhart Westside), Dan
Chappelow (Whiteland Solid
Rock), Jeremy & Trish Eisele
(Morocco), Dan & Gloria
Covert (Lafayette Eastside),
Adam Detamore (Greenfield
Realife Church), Perry &
Melissa Meade (New Palestine Church 52 Family Worship Center).

Howard Strong

Howard Strong was born on May 7, 1922
and went home to be with his Savior February 3, 2007. He was 84. Brother Strong
is survived by his wife, Louise, two children and four grandchildren. He pioneered churches in Plainfield and Greenwood. He also served as an associate
pastor during his ministry. Please pray
the Holy Spirit will comfort the family at
this time.

Clarence Kent was born March 14, 1929
and went home to his Lord February 8,
2007 at age 77. He is survived by his
spouse, Ruth, two children, one granddaughter and one great-granddaughter.
The Kent’s pastored three churches in Indiana during their ministry including
Morocco, San Pierre and Hedrick. Please
remember the family in prayer. No doubt
he has already received his “well done
thou good and faithful servant.”

John Campbell was born February 8,
1948 and he went home to be with the
Lord on March 6, 2007. He is survived
by his wife Linda, two children, one
grandchild and two great-grandchildren.
He pastored the Paoli congregation.
Brother Campbell had been sick for several months and had been suffering from
congestive heart failure. Brother
John Campbell
Campbell led his hospice nurse to the
Lord about three weeks before his home going. Be sure to remember his family in prayer that the comforter of the Holy Spirit
will be ever present with them.
Joseph Willis was born on May 2, 1929
and passed on April 12, 2007. He was 77
years old. He is survived by two children and three grandchildren. He was
beloved by his family and friends. He
pastored in San Pierre, Medaryville and
Winamac. Please keep this family in
your prayers.
Joseph Willis

When pressure pushes down on you, remember these words, “but God”. “I still had no peace of mind … but thanks be to God, who always leads
us in triumphal procession in Christ” (II Corinthians 2:13,14). “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves; but our
sufficiency is of God” (II Corinthians 3:5). Remember to keep your Secret Place (Matthew 6:6). Don’t forget to pitch your tent outside the camp to
meet with Father. “The Lord would speak to Moses’ face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:7-11).
An illustration taken from “Tell Your Heart to Beat Again” by Dutch Sheets:
During an open-heart surgery that my brother, Tim, was allowed to witness, the patient’s heart had been stopped from beating. However, when it came
time to restart it, despite repeated attempts, the medical staff was unable to get the heart to beat again. Finally, although the patient was obviously
unconscious, the surgeon leaned over and said into the patient’s ear, “We need your help. We cannot get your heart going. Tell your heart to start
beating.” Immediately, as incredible as it sounds, the patient’s heart began to beat again. Remember Paul’s words, “Don’t loose heart. There is hope!”
Have you considered resigning? Sure, most of us have. How about not resigning, but RE-SIGN today. I believe there is help for the minister to
finish his race strong, and with joy!
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NEWS AND VIEWS

2007 Indiana District Council
On May 14 and 15, 2007, the 62nd Indiana District Council
convened at Lakeview Church in Indianapolis. Host pastor, Ron
Bontrager, his staff and congregation made the ministers and delegates most welcome.
Featured preaching during the council included Dr. Rutland,
President of Southeastern University. Superintendent Don Gifford
ministered in the annual communion service. One of the highlights was the annual ordination ceremony. This year the ordination candidates were Kevin & Jennifer Bodey, Jimmy & Carrie Mulry,
Superintendent Don Gifford
Jeffrey & Paulena Nice, and Matthias & Kristi Snodderly.
50 Years of Ordained Ministry
During the council business
Pictured (left to right): John & Jeanie Smith,
sessions, Superintendent Don Gifford
Hilda & Shelly Morgan, Gerald Badger and
Charles Crank who presented their certificates.
was reelected to serve another fourfour-year term as District Superintendent Greg
Hackett was reelected to serve another term as
Northwest Area Executive Presbyter, Ron
Bontrager was reelected to serve another term as
Central Area Executive Presbyter and Ralph
Holdeman was reelected to serve another term
as Executive Presbyter At Large. Greg Carter
was also elected to serve as Southeast Area Executive Presbyter. Congratulations to each of these
Guest Speaker,
2007 Ordination Class
men who serve the district so well. May God’s best
Dr. Mark Rutland
be theirs as they give of themselves to minister to all of us.
During the council, Johnny Garrison was honored as the Superintendent’s Shepherd of the Year. Also honored were Gerald
Badger, Shelly & Hilda Morgan and John & Jeanie Smith for 50 years of outstanding service as Ordained Ministers with The General
Council of the Assemblies of God.
This year’s Missions Luncheon was sponsored by the district departmental missions ministries including Speed-the-Light,
BGMC, U.S. Missions, Light-for-the-Lost and Women’s Ministries. The luncheon
was held in Lakeview Church’s Youth Ministries area.
This year’s services provided opportunities for worship and outstanding preaching of God’s Word. District Council additionally provided special fellowship opportunities and an open door into the presence of the Lord.

Ordination Time

Laying on of hands

2007 Superintendent’s Shepherd of
the Year at 62nd District Council
Pictured (left to right) daughter,
Rhonda Garrison, son & daughterin-law, Bruce & Pippa Garrison,
grandchildren, Bethany & Josiah.
Honoring Rev. Johnny & Betty
Garrison; Superintendent Don &
Diane Gifford

Pictured are three brothers who
all pastor in northeast Indiana.
Matthew Snodderly, Butler
Christian AG, Matthias
Snodderly, New Haven Joy
Fellowship Church and David
Snodderly, Auburn Souls
Harbor AG.

JULY-AUGUST 2007

Powerful Altar Times
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