
An Advent Study through the Book of Micah

The Hope ... 
If we are reminded of anything during the Advent season, it’s that we have a very 
present Savior.  Immanuel - “God with us”.  The Gospel is not a story of an 
uninvolved God in galaxies far far away.  It is the story of God who became man 
to redeem man.  He didn’t speak salvation from light years away, He took on 
flesh and dwelt among us.  He didn’t wait for us to clean up our own lives before 
associating with us, He gave His clean life for our dirty one so we could be 
clean.  This is so clear in the book of Micah.  God was involved in the lives of His 
people, the rise and fall of nations, and accomplished His perfect will perfectly.  
The people of Judah faced affliction, but God was with them in the darkness, 
walking them through exactly what they needed.  Not a single thing happened to 
them by enemy nations that was not part of His plan.  And they were never left 
without His great promises to cling to ... as we are?  The Gospel is about 
promises made, promises kept, and promises that we believe and will be kept!

The Gospel in Micah

Wicked leaders, wicked families, wicked practices ... 

wicked people.  And everyone suffered.  But that is 

never the end of the story.  The people of Micah 

learned what we need to keep learning - That God is 

our only Hope.  He was for them all along, with them 

in the darkness, purifying and preparing them for the 

days ahead.  What is the right response to His 

leadership in our lives?  Worship God, walk humbly, 

love kindness, do justice!  Oh that these simple lessons 

we would learn and live with softer hearts than the 

nation of Judah.

... Of Wonder After 
Wickedness

Micah 6:1 - 7:20

Week 5 Summary

(1) Do you love kindness?  Do people immediately think you a kind and gracious 
person, or a bit grumpy and negative?  You might want to think on this one a 
little bit longer than you think you might need to :) [Prophecy #16]

(2) Think about where you take shortcuts in your life.  Perhaps you’ve called it 
being efficient ... consider if it is being a cheat. [Prophecy #17]

(3) Are you doing justice?  Beginning with love and compassion in your home 
with your family?  Evaluate where greater compassion in action is needed 
[Prophecy #16, 18]

Some Appropriate Responses

Advent Action ...

Have a Justice Cause:
It’s incredibly clear that God’s children must care about doing justice.  
Do you?  God has made you unique with special gifts, interests, and 
passions.  Don’t wait for the church to tell you what you should care 
about ... you tell us!  Prayerfully consider where your Gospel living can 
influence a justice cause.  What makes your blood boil when you watch 
the news?  What brings tears to your eyes when you read the paper?  
Help the Church practice justice and build the Kingdom with the Gospel!



Serving Sizes

You know what’s going on in Micah by now, but let’s be clear 
about what should have been going on.  They should have been a 
people of trust in Yahweh, for all He had done for them.  They 
should have been a people caring for the poor and oppressed, as 
He had cared for them.  They should have modeled great Hope in 
God and worshipped Him with awe and wonder.  They understand 
this now after God has walked them through the dark tunnel.  Hear 
the word of the Lord for us today through the prophet Micah and 

his message of The Hope of Wonder after Wickedness.

What’s going on in Micah?

Prophecy #16 “What Does God Want From Me?” [6:1-8]
What right do the people of Judah have to be angry with God for Him 
bringing judgment upon them?  None at all.  God asks, “What have I done 
to you?”  And His sarcastic answer is, “Oh, only delivered you from Egypt, 
and brought you into the promised land”.  Because the people of God 
failed to see God’s leadership in their lives, they also failed to embrace 
what it is God really wants from them.  He wants humility, kindness, and 
justice, not superficial, external shows of great sacrifice.  The Message?  
God wants your heart to be completely His.  He wants you to love one 
another as more important than yourself.  And He wants you to practice 
tangible, consistent acts of compassion, justice, and love to those who 
need it.  He wants you to have and display His heart in the world!

Prophecy #18 “The Family Falls Apart” [7:1-6]
You knew the book couldn’t close without some inclusion of the falling 
apart of the family.  You never practice injustice and loveless living outside 
the home without it first having destroyed the love and intimacy inside the 
home.  This oracle, as clear as anything, describes a society that has lost 
its way and the disintegration of family relationships and close friends.    
The Message?  God designed the family to be a redemptive influence on 
the society.  When the family stops honoring God in the home and in the 
community, letting the world shape it’s thinking ... then we have disaster 
on our hands.  We must practice love in our personal relationships first!

Prophecy #19 “God Is Listening” [7:7]
The darkness didn’t drive Micah to despair, it drove him to greater 
dependance on God.  While the people operated in idolatry and injustice, 
Micah looked to the Lord and exercised confident faith in the God who is 
active, involved, and listening to the cry of His people.  The Message?  
God’s people always have an opportunity to be light IN the darkness.  
How? By being people controlled not by the circumstances in the world, 
but by having a confident faith in God ... and praying your brains out!

Prophecy #20 “God Is Our Only Hope” [7:8-20]
Most scholars agree that this final oracle is included as a resolution 
coming from the time period after the exiled nation returned to the land.  
They are beginning to rebuild the nation, and reflecting on the lesson 
learned.  They have come to accept that it was God’s plan to discipline 
them for their sin, but that He did indeed keep His promise and will keep 
His promises.  They come to agree with God, that what He wants for them 
is what they now want.  The nation now sees that God was with them all 
along, and that He indeed is their only HOPE!  The Message?  God is 
always with you in the darkness.  He doesn’t wait at the other end of the 
tunnel, He jumps into the mess.  Far from God being against you when 
trouble comes, He is for you as your only Hope and biggest fan! 

Prophecy #17 “Taking Shortcuts Doesn’t Pay” [6:9-16]
We’re back to the familiar theme of businessmen who are cheats.  Here in 
this prophecy Micah announces in the marketplace the divine disapproval 
of those who practice their “get-rich-quick” schemes.  They take shortcuts 
to honest gain and as a result their efforts only produce futility.  Not only 
do their shortcuts produce the very opposite of what they want, but they 
lose reputation as well.  The Message?  Taking shortcuts never pay.  You 
think you can get what you want quicker and easier than doing things the 
right way, but in the end you lose efficiency, productivity, and character.  
It’s just never worth it ... do it God’s way, with obedience and faithfulness.

“But as for me, I will look to the 
LORD; I will wait for the God of my 

salvation; my God will hear me.”


