
An Advent Study through the Book of Micah

The Hope ... 
There is no good news of the Gospel until we completely understand the bad 
news of the Gospel.  What is that bad news?  In one word: Sin.  Sin that violates 
God, His Law, and His very nature.  Sin that righteously deserves the full weight 
of God’s wrath in judgment.  Sin that has no solution in the performance of man.  
That message of sin and judgment is as much a part of the message of God’s 
rescue as freedom and peace.  And in Micah, God not only condemns the 
wicked sinful behavior of His people, but He pours out judgment on them.  And 
in that judgment, He sets the scene for His redemption.  As we see God’s 
judgment and redemption in Micah we see the Gospel truth of God’s judgment 
of sin and redemption of man on the cross.  2 Corinthians 5:21 - God made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin for us (judgment) so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God (redemption).  Thank you Lord for your righteous rescue! 

The Gospel in Micah

The oracles of the Lord that we consider this morning 

challenge our worldly conceptions of love and what is 

really best for those we care about.  In the pages of 

Micah we see a God who cares so much about His 

glory and His people’s holiness that He will do 

whatever it takes to bring those things about.  His love 

is not the shallow kind of love that spoils kids when 

they need spankings, nor protect them from trouble 

that serves as their teacher.  But one thing is for sure ... 

God is a Great Redeemer and He sent His Son to 

rescue You!

... Of Rescue After 
Ridicule

Micah 4:6-13

Week 3 Summary

(1) What sort of affliction or trouble currently in your life do you need to view 
through the lens of learning?  What is He teaching you? [Prophecy #10]

(2) How can you be a better counselor who points people to our future 
deliverance (heaven) in compassionate ways? [Prophecy #10]

(3) You must learn how to preach victory to yourself even in the midst of pain.  
An appropriate response is to confidently trust the plan of God even when it 
appears dark and cloudy.  Where can you practice that today? [Prophecy 
#12]

Some Appropriate Responses

Advent Action ...

Declare Your Rescue Complete:
The apostle Paul speaks of our glorification as complete even though it 
hasn’t yet happened (Romans 8:28-30).  One necessary tool for living 
godly lives in a fallen world is confidence that nothing can separate you 
from the love of Christ.  If you waver about whether God is for you in 
every situation, then write a declaration of rescue.  In one paragraph 
describe how the redemption of God from start to finish is already done 
and nothing can change that.  Let this anchor you in tough times.



Serving Sizes

God afflicted His people ... there I said it, it’s out there.  Now 
before you play the role of the cynic, remember that you aren’t God 
and not one of us ever fully understand His ways.  We must hold 
together the theological truths that God is not the author of evil, 
and he tempts no one (James 1:13) with the truth that God 
disciplines those He loves (Hebrews 12:6).  God is unswervingly 
committed to both His glory and our growth ... and as God, He can 
accomplish those things however He sees best.  We are not His 
judges, and He doesn’t need our counsel.  As such, it is not 
inconsistent at all to see in Micah the discipline of God in Israel 
through enemy nations, and then the restoration of Israel and the 
destruction of those enemy nations.  Though God’s people face 
ridicule, mockery, and pain, He will rescue and redeem.  Hear the 
word of the Lord for us today through the prophet Micah and his 

message of The Hope of Rescue after Ridicule.

What’s going on in Micah?

Prophecy #10 “The Same Hand Afflicts & Restores” [4:6-7]
It’s a hard concept for us to grasp that affliction is good as it teaches us to 
stay near to God.  This is not punishment, nor is it the heart of a mean and 
cruel Father, this is God educating His children in the way of His glory.  It 
was God who brought affliction to His people, and God who restores them 
from their shame.  Listen to Psalm 119:67 “Before I was afflicted I went 
astray, but now I keep your word.”  That is the message of this oracle.  
The people were indeed astray, and by the wise affliction of Yahweh they 
would learn to turn to Him, and He would restore them and reign over 
them in the end.  The Message?  God is and always will be committed to 
His plan of redemption.  That means displaying His glory through saving 
people in desperate need.  Your place of desperation, by your own choice 
or no choice of your own, is exactly where God’s rescue comes in.

Prophecy #11 “The Lamb of God is the King” [4:8]
The Kingdom of Israel had divided.  After Solomon, the people knew only 
division - Israel in the North and Judah in the South.  Their kings were 
mostly evil, their priests and prophets worldly, and the city of God on the 
brink of destruction.  But God would yet again bring a King to Jerusalem.  
This King was the Lamb of God, who would be born in Bethlehem, the city 
of David the great king.  Like the many Passover lambs that had been 
verified and sacrificed in Jerusalem before, this Lamb of Lambs would 
likewise be sacrificed in Jerusalem.  Micah speaks of the Lamb who would 
take away the sin of the world, the ultimate Passover Lamb ... who was 
the long awaited King.  The Message?  Jesus was born to die.  The 
prophecies reflect this all along.  Not a king who would overthrow and 
reign (at first), but one who would suffer and die.  Rejoice in your King, 
who came for YOU ... that you might know freedom from sin and life 
forevermore!

Prophecy #12 “When You Can’t See God’s Hand, Trust His 
  Plan” [4:9-13]
The thoughts and plans of God are without a doubt higher and greater 
than we can comprehend.  We must never forget this.  Though the 
enemies of the nation of Israel thought they were there to destroy God’s 
people, God’s sovereign hand had other ultimate plans.  The people of 
God would indeed be scattered for their self-trust rather than loyalty to 
their God.  The nation of Babylon would indeed level Jerusalem and exile 
the people.  But none of that was outside the plan of God.  It was only the 
backdrop for His rescue, redemption and the vindication of God’s people 
and God’s glory.  Micah can preach of both of these things in the same 
message - judgment and deliverance, we should be able to as well.  The 
Message?  We live by faith!  That is to say, we don’t have to know every 
“why”, but we must have a confidence in the plan of God that can carry us 
through the tough times ... or else we’ll never make it. 

“There you shall be rescued; there 
the LORD will redeem you from the 

hand of your enemies”
Micah 4:10b


