
An Advent Study through the Book of Micah

The Hope ... 
The Gospel carries the message of good news that people change ... and that 
change comes through the power of the Spirit.  Left to our flesh, we seek what 
satisfies the flesh, but filled with the Spirit, we have real peace and power.  The 
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation, and saved people live with the power 
of truth on our side.  That truth sets captives free and proclaims good tidings to 
all men.  The sin of the people in Micah is lack of compassion, no justice, and 
personal gain above personal holiness.  Where is the Gospel?  It is found in the 
power of God who promises to establish His reign on earth.  And with that reign 
comes peace out of war, rest out of struggle, and loyalty to His glory out of loss 
(4:3-4).  This is the picture of future things that motivated Micah to live with utter 
resolve for His God, and it’s our motivation today as well.  Let’s walk in the name 
of the Lord our God forever and ever (4:5).  

The Gospel in Micah

Why Micah at Christmas?  Because superficial words 

of peace, joy, and hope flood us during this season.  

We hear Jesus songs sung everywhere by people who 

openly defy our God.  We see happiness offered in 

catalogues and storefronts rather than repentance and 

grace.  The false prophets in Micah’s day preached - 

“peace, peace” but had no regard for the glory of 

God or the needs of the people.  I want us to worship 

God from the heart at Christmas.  No pretense, no 

double-mindedness, and no sticky-sweet messages of 

comfort that have no power!  Micah calls us to walk in 

faithfulness all our days this morning ...

... Of Loyalty After 
Loss

Micah 3:1 - 4:5

Week 2 Summary

(1) Evaluate where you feel “the darkness” (3:6) right now in your life and if it is a 
result of believing lies and not the true Gospel message. [Prophecy #7]

(2) Consider what “good” things may right now stand between you and your 
God.  Will He need to destroy the Temple in your life (3:12)? [Prophecy #8]

(3) Ask some people who know you if they see areas in your life right now where 
you could be tempted to not walk faithfully after God.  Put these ‘gods’ 
behind you so you will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever! 
[Prophecy #9]

Some Appropriate Responses

Advent Action ...

Write Resolutions of Faithfulness:
Micah declares with strong resolve that nothing will keep him from 
walking in the way of the Lord all his days (4:5).  It’s good to declare to 
God and yourself that there is no turning back for you.  Come hell or 
high-water, you will follow the Lord to the end.  Write 4-5 statements you 
can reference during times of temptation and loss that you will not go 
anywhere else to find Hope than Jesus Christ. 



Serving Sizes

These prophetic words of destruction against the wicked leaders 
of Judah and the city of Jerusalem itself culminated historically in 
586 as the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzer destroyed Jerusalem, 
leveled the Temple that Solomon built, and deported the people to 
a distant land.  Loss was everywhere ... but where was the Hope?  
The Hope was in the near future restoration of the land (as told in 
Ezra and Nehemiah), the future advent of the Messiah (as told by 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke), and the far future total peace and rest 
of the King (as described in Revelation).  Micah saw his day ... and 
spoke; but God speaking through Micah had the whole story of 
history in view.  Whether the wicked leaders of Micah’s day, the 
wicked leaders of our day, or the wicked leaders yet to come, 
God’s children always are to live confidently and courageously.  
Hear the word of the Lord for us today through the prophet Micah 

and his message of The Hope of Loyalty after Loss.

What’s going on in Micah?

Prophecy #6 “Savage Leaders” [3:1-4]
It’s always a tragedy to see leaders who have lost their way.  It’s an even 
greater tragedy when these leaders, who are to be governed by integrity, 
justice, and compassion, are the very leaders destroying those entrusted 
to their care.  Such was the case in Judah.  With vivid imagery, Micah 
speaks against these government rulers.  The judgment they face for their 
evil deeds is God hiding His face from them.  They had turned away from 
those in need ... now God would turn away from these butchers!  The 
Message?  Failure to show mercy to those in need reveals that you have 
not received mercy and will not receive mercy.

Prophecy #7 “Superficial Peace or Spiritual Power?” [3:5-8]
Turning from the beastly government leaders to the false prophets, Micah 
describes the darkness they can anticipate for the message of neglect 
they preach.  They preach a lame message of superficial peace, and 
judgment is coming to them too.  Their judgment?  Disgrace, shame, and 
no rescue from God.  To anyone who can afford to pay, these prophets will 
give them a message of peace.  And as these false prophets deliver 
superficial peace, Micah powerfully preaches a message of justice and 
repentance.  The Message?  Real power comes from the Spirit and God, 
motivating a life of repentance, that practices justice and preaches truth.

Prophecy #8 “Blood Money” [3:9-12]
Micah brings this next strong prophetic word against all the leaders of 
Jerusalem.  The Judges, Priests, and Prophets have all named the name 
of Yahweh, but wickedly turned from the Law.  They have prospered 
personally and built a big city at the expense of fairness, integrity, and the 
people.  Their crooked ways have made crooked paths for others to 
follow.  And it is because of this that Jerusalem will be leveled.    Even the 
very Temple, God will bring to ruin if it stands in between God and His 
people.  The Message?  The city, and the life, built on iniquity will come to 
ruin.  God doesn’t want anything, even good things, to get between you 
and Him.  

Prophecy #9 “A Future-Motivated Present” [4:1-5]
This is a good one ... do you see the pattern yet?  Strong words of rebuke 
followed by a message of great Hope.  Here Micah describes a future 
scene where people flow to Jerusalem to learn the truth about God.  They 
then leave Jerusalem walking in His ways and bringing real peace and real 
rest to all the nations.  This is a glorious picture of the Word of the Lord 
and the people of the Lord going out to bring blessing out of cursing, and 
loyalty out of loss.  It is this hope that motivates Micah and the true 
Israelites to walk with their God even in the face of loss.  The Message?  
Let people follow their idols ... You follow Your God!  A rock-solid Hope in 
eternity produces a rock-solid courage and resolve Today!


