
An Advent Study through the Book of Micah

The Hope ... 
God has always been most concerned about the heart!  The battle-lines of the 
human heart are always drawn up around the issue of worship.  And 
fundamentally you are either committed to self-love, and self-trust OR loving 
and trusting God.  A heart idolatrously committed to self has two options when it 
comes to living life.  It is either, (1) hypocritically perform good deeds OR (2) 
wickedly perform evil deeds.  God abhors both!  Here in Micah, both such 
behaviors are condemned because their hearts are far from God.  Any Gospel 
that fails to address the sinful unbelief of the heart is a false Gospel.  False 
prophets in Micah’s day and false prophets in our day preach comfort when 
judgement is coming.  Sin will be judged.  The Gospel in Micah is found in a 
shepherd, The Great Shepherd, who secures safety and salvation for repentant 
people.  Look to this Shepherd this Christmas and be set free!

The Gospel in Micah

We begin our Advent study in the minor prophet 

Micah.  Our book takes place within a historical 

context of a people who needed the strong voice of 

God to call the wicked to repentance and the 

oppressed to comfort.  We will examine the first five 

oracles, or prophecies, of Micah this morning. We 

learn that while messages of false hope offer ease and 

material blessing, real hope comes through repentance 

and obedience.  Those who trust in God may face 

suffering, but God always preserves His own.  Do not 

fear, Christmas is a message of God’s Hope that by 

trusting Him, you will be Safe!

... Of Safety After 
Suffering

Micah 1:1 - 2:13

Week 1 Summary

(1) Reflect on God’s Fatherly role as Disciplinarian and how that demonstrates 
both love and justice. [Prophecy #1]

(2) Consider how your acts of compassion demonstrate the genuineness of your 
love for God.  This is not a “nice extra”.  If you don’t practice justice ... you 
are not one of God’s own. [Prophecy #3]

(3) Where are you listening for messages of comfort rather than messages of 
rebuke?  Where do you have a false hope in the wrong message? [Prophecy #4]

Some Appropriate Responses

Advent Action ...

Practice compassion and justice:
You have all done an amazing job in giving to LCC’s Advent Conspiracy, 
now make it personal.  Think of someone in your life who has been 
oppressed (financially, emotionally, physically) and do something 
tangible to express the love of Christ to them this week.  A gift, a letter, a 
time together, praying over them ... bless them because this is true faith.



Serving Sizes

God called Micah, a Jewish country boy from the village, to speak 
prophetic words of rebuke and comfort in the big city - Jerusalem.  
He lived in a period of selfish materialism, complacency toward 
God, and disintegrating moral and social values.  Sound familiar?  
We have recorded here in this little book twenty oracles that he 
delivered in the late 8th century BC warning of the judgment to 
come from foreigners at the hand of God.  His words are direct, 
picturesque, and cut to the heart of the matter.  A contemporary of 
the prophet Isaiah, the city boy, they together bring some of the 
strongest indictments against Israel, and at the same time some of 
the greatest words of HOPE for the people then ... and for us 
today.  That hope was, and always is, God’s Son - The Messiah, 
Baby Jesus ... the One we celebrate this Advent season!  Hear the 
word of the Lord for us today through the prophet Micah and his 

message of The Hope of Safety after Suffering.

What’s going on in Micah?

Prophecy #1 “God’s Love Hurts” [1:2-7]
The book begins with a word of judgment against Samaria, the capital of 
the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  God is the judge of the earth, and He 
comes in power to his own people.  The Lord loves His own and will not 
let them live in idolatry forever.  This prophecy gets to the heart of the 
matter, as the central crime the people are indicted for is primarily one of 
worship.  The Message? The Lord disciplines those He loves as a good 
earthly father does for his own children.

Prophecy #2 “Trouble ... Coming to a Gate Near You” [1:8-16]
Having described the judgment that will come to Samaria, Micah now 
turns his finger on Jerusalem.  This prophecy is a story of the intense grief 
Micah feels for his own people.  This grief is pictured through the suffering 
of the Judean villages where Micah grew up.  The people put their 
strength in their own might, their fortified cities, and their military prowess, 
but destruction was about to come to their own gates.  The Message? You 
too should grieve over sin and repent!

Prophecy #3 “Micah: Champion of Civil Rights” [2:1-5]
Micah is getting heated now, so watch out.  In this prophecy he brings a 
powerful word against the rich businessmen of the day who are carefully 
scheming to oppress the poor.  Driven by greed, they violate their fellow 
countrymen.  And by their lack of compassion, they prove that they are in 
fact enemies of Israel and will be judged in the same way they have 
destroyed others.  The Message? A lack of compassion for those in need 
reveals a heart estranged from God.

Prophecy #4 “A Sermon of False Hope” [2:6-11]
On a roll, Micah goes after the false prophets who have been paid off by 
the rich businessmen.  These prophets preach a message of half-truths, 
saying God won’t judge us for our sin, He is a God of great patience.  
God’s sermon to them is “You’re not my people, you’re the enemy; and 
the comfort you’ve robbed others of will be stolen from you”  Micah warns 
against this message of comfort and ease that offer false hope.  The 
Message? Resist ear-tickling fairy tales that only offer material blessing.

Prophecy #5 “The Promise of Salvation” [2:12-13]
In an abrupt change of course, Micah brings this prophetic word of the 
real comfort of God’s future deliverance.  God is a shepherd who will 
protect a faithful remnant from destruction and after some suffering, bring 
them out into safety.  His fatherly love always includes consequence for 
sin and lavish grace and freedom.  The Message? The real Hope God 
offers is not external ease and material blessing, but the promise of eternal 
safety after temporary suffering. 


