THE GOSPEL STORY

THE GREAT COMMISSION

We love telling the Gospel story in all its fullness and joy. It
is not merely a “get out of hell” card someone receives by
walking an aisle. It is the marvelous story of God’s redeeming
love for mankind from Genesis to Revelation. Here’s how we
think about it …

As Jesus was preparing to return to His Father, He passed
the mission of preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom on
to His disciples. This was the mission of the Twelve, the
mission of the early church, and the mission of every
faithful local church today and tomorrow until the Lord
returns.

WE WANT
TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

God … Before the world began or was even a thought, God
was. He lacks nothing in His holy perfection, and is the only
one worthy object of worship. He exists for Himself and His
own glory. He is love, and desires communion with those He
created. God is truth, the revelation of truth, and the great
communicator of truth to the world. This one true God is the
standard for every Law, expecting perfect obedience, and
judging rebellion.
Man … Man was created as the highpoint of all creation to
rule over the creation. Satan, a fallen angel, convinced mankind that it was better to be worshipped than to worship. Why
settle for worshipping God, when you can be like Him? Why
be God-centered when you can be self-centered? Through
the self-glorifying choices of all of mankind’s father and mother, sin entered the human race, and with sin–death. And now,
sad but true, everyone rebels against his Creator, exchanges
truth for lies, and desires only that which pleases his sinful
flesh.
Jesus … God, in His unique wisdom, devised a plan that
displays His glory and delivers mankind from eternal wrath.
His answer – God the Father sent the second member of the
Trinity, the Son, to earth as the only acceptable sacrifice for
sin. Taking on humanity and living in perfect obedience, the
man Jesus became the sin-bearer for all who believe. Through
the life, death, burial, and miraculous resurrection of Jesus,
life was made secure for those who believe. Jesus came to
save sinners!
Respond … The Gospel story demands a response – declare
your hopelessness, turn from your sin, and believe in Jesus!
This kind of belief goes far deeper than intellectual acknowledgement of Bible facts; far deeper than a fear of hell. Biblical
belief is a gracious gift of God that softens the rebel’s heart,
transforms from the inside out, and places one's allegiance
behind the glory of God and God alone - this is saving faith;
this is Biblical belief!
Glory … The story ends in glorious triumph. The King returns
in royal splendor, His loyal followers celebrating His victory,
all creation rescued – declaring the glory of God, and every
enemy of the cross of Christ put down once and for all. The
hope of glory is for every follower of Jesus the great motivator to a life well lived. The Lord in His glory abiding with His
people without sin, suffering, or decay forever celebrating this
greatest story ever told – this is our reward!

The Book of Acts is a missionary biography. The story of
an unlikely band of renegades against all odds taking the
message of salvation through Christ alone and establishing
local churches. The mission of the local church that began in
the book of Acts is still our mission today. We believe that the
mission of the Gospel is for …
Here … To our own local community.We have the privilege
of not just sending missionaries, but being missionaries …
where we live, work, and play. In our schools, neighborhoods,
workplaces, and ball fields we carry the message of Jesus
winsomely with grace and truth, knowing it is the only hope
for our city.
There … To our country. We have been entrusted with
a glorious message of grace. We believe that means we
shouldn’t be grumpy Christians, or those who simply
bemoan the fact that our nation has turned its back on God.
We are confident that the only hope for our country is the
transformation the Gospel brings, and so the greatest mission
we can have in our country is for the Church to faithfully live
out the Gospel in word and deed.
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Everywhere … To the nations. The work of Jesus Christ is not
only for Jews, but also for the nations. We believe that this
means the hope of the Gospel must be taken to the ends of
the earth, to the unreached and least reached peoples on the
planet. It is not enough to simply share the Gospel to those
who have heard, we must see the nations that have never
heard rejoice and be glad in Jesus.

Compassion Network

We Want to Make a Difference

The Compassion Network is the term we have
coined for all the local ministry opportunities
our church body has served in and will continue
to take part in, from our local homeless shelter
(Project Hope); to the resident homes that help
in substance abuse recovery (Oak House and
Lake House); to the local home serving mothers
and babies (Hannah’s Home); and the Lake
County Jail Ministry. We believe that those of
us who have been shown compassion in the
Gospel can most joyfully show compassion to
others in our community. The Gospel of Jesus
Christ is about compassion - first from God
to man, and then in turn from those God has
redeemed to those created in the image of God
who are in need of care. This isn’t a burden
or duty, but the heart of God we delightfully
express to suffering humanity.

Men don’t create unity, the Gospel does.
Everyone rescued from their sin by the work
of Jesus has been united together into the
one universal Church. It is our great joy and
challenge to preserve the unity that God has
created. That isn’t about ecumenical wishywashy-ness, but the true love of every brother
and sister who stands for the grace and truth
of the Gospel. The purpose of UNO is to be
a Kingdom focused movement of believers
seeking a God-given, Jesus centered, Holy Spirit
empowered unity through prayer, praise and
service. Through the UNO network of churches,
opportunities for service, prayer and worship
are provided in the Lake County region. Several
times throughout the year UNO invites the body
of Christ in Northeast Ohio to gather at events
such as UNO Praise, UNO Prayer and UNO Serve.

You

Missionary Partners
Leroy Community Chapel is committed to
spreading the gospel to all nations through our
Missions program. Our body currently supports
both national and international missionaries.
We are dedicated to educating our body on
the Great Commission by hosting an annual
Missions Conference every spring and offering
short term missionary trips, both domestically
and internationally to serve alongside our
missionary staff. These men and women are not
merely the recipients of money, but our friends
whom we love and pray for regularly. Over the
years many have been sent out of Leroy Chapel
into the field of service, and we pray many more
will be sent of the generations yet to come.

Unity in Northeast Ohio

Gospel Freedom and Joy
If there is anything we want to champion in missions it is the wonder of
God’s gracious work to save needy sinners. He is such a merciful Savior!
When we have tasted of the goodness of God, and seen how beautiful He
is, evangelism is no longer a boring task dutifully assigned to Christians to
finger point at “the lost”. Rather, it is the natural overflow of the freedom and
joys received to then freely and joyfully give. “Missions is not the ultimate
goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship doesn’t …
When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their
faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary
necessity. But worship abides forever.” (John Piper)

You’ll regularly hear us encourage every
individual to be on mission where they “live,
work, and play”. This is our way of saying that
missions is less about a program or an event
and more about every child of God delighting in
the Gospel and speaking of His grace to those
in their own world. God has uniquely gifted
you and placed you where you are to be an
ambassador of reconciliation in our lost and
dying world. We don’t want to busy you to the
point where you can’t go next door to talk to
your neighbor, but to see loving your neighbor
as one of the most central parts of your
Kingdom mission. Each member of Leroy Chapel
gets to go places that pastors and missionaries
can’t. We rejoice in that and support you in the
Gospel mission God has called you to for His
glory.

