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♦ Biblical Convictions & Objectives: 

♦ A Word About Our Audiences: 

♦ A Biblical Framework for Understanding the Biblical Data: 
• Texts of Scripture are set in contexts, and those contexts are further set in the whole of the story of the Gospel.  Not only must we 
work to accurately interpret each particular text related to homosexuality, but also we must set those texts within a Biblical 
framework to properly understand God’s design for human sexuality.  The following is a Gospel Pattern we must think according to: 
 

 
 

1•  We believe the Bible is God’s inspired revelation to man and we will do our very best to be guided by 
the Word of God in all things.  The Word shapes culture, not the other way around. 
2•  We are committed to worshipping God with our minds, and ever growing in our confidence of the 
Word.  We will not back away from the hard subjects, but approach them with humble submission. 
3•  We will do our best to deal with the clear Biblical data related to homosexuality with sound Biblical 
interpretation so as to build clear convictions that lead to courageous Gospel living.  But it is never our 
aim to create Biblical bullies who use truth to push people further from God rather than draw them in. 
4•  We affirm God’s design in human sexuality, and will courageously fight for it and teach it to our 
children.  While we recognize that the homosexual lifestyle runs counter to that Divine design and is 
clearly sin, we seek to help people live in the true freedom that only the Gospel brings.  Freedom that 
promotes sin in the name of personal rights or dismissing Biblical prohibitions is not freedom, but further 
bondage.     
5•  The goal of our instruction is love for God (1 Timothy 1:5).  We aim at something much higher than 
hoping a homosexual person becomes heterosexual, conforms to an external moral standard, or merely 
feels loved.  We want every person made in the image of God to enjoy righteous relationship with their 
Creator through Jesus Christ, and to rejoice with a joy inexpressible and full of glory (1 Peter 1:8). 

Homosexual Persons – You are not the enemy, not hated by the church, nor refused friendship because of your sexual orientation.  
Your great need is the same as everyone else’s on the face of the planet – Restoration with God.  We want you to neither abandon 
God because you think Him a tyrant bent on stealing your joy, nor live in silent loneliness because you feel overwhelmed by shame 
and the fear of rejection.  You are not beyond the grace of God, nor is your ultimate identity defined by your sexual orientation.   
Family Members & Friends of Homosexual Persons – Aim at the heart!  Don’t be careless in your speech creating unnecessary 
obstacles for someone to get to God.  Honor all people as individuals created in the image of God.  Their sinful behavioral choices, 
or their sexual orientation should not be a pre-requisite for love.  That said … love speaks truth with conviction, is patient and kind, 
and always holds out hope for people.  We want you to be armed with both Biblical truth and Biblical compassion. 
Church Family – There are people doing life in our midst that have, are, or will struggle with same-sex attraction.  They need their 
church family to help them.  That may mean confrontation if they are acting on their homosexual orientation.  But that also may 
mean encouragement and accountability if they are seeking to live obediently before God.  Whichever it is, they need friendship and 
the support of their church family.  We must hate sin far more than we are disgusted by sin.  Hatred for sin leads to contending for 
the glory of God, disgust over sin leads to judgment and arrogance.  We must love the homosexual person more than the homosexual 
person loves their homosexuality.  May this be a place where people can speak honestly, be loved deeply, and walk with God 
faithfully! 
The World – Our first and greatest concern is to love sinners, not debate a person-less issue in the political arena or marketplace.  
We are guided by Biblical conviction and we will not shrink back from declaring God’s design for human sexuality and God’s 
design for marriage as the path to greatest human joy.  Homosexuality is a part of the brokenness of our fallen world, and freedom 
will never be found as people engage in its practice.  Jesus Christ came to set men free, and that is the only place where true 
freedom is to be found! 

Christ’s 
Redeeming 

Cure 

The Impact 
of the Fall 

Gospel 
Living on a 

Fallen 
Planet 

Glory 
Living Free 
From Sin 

God’s 
Design 

(1) First, we must 
have a clear 

understanding of 
God’s perfect 

original, pre-sin 
design 

 

(2) Next, we come to 
understand how that 

design was corrupted by 
sin.  We see this both 

through clear declarative 
statements in Scripture, 
and through narrative 
stories both in the Old 
and New Testaments 

 

(3) Then, we study 
to understand how 
the saving work of 

Christ redeems 
and/or changes 

what was broken 
through the Fall, 

and how we can be 
changed 

 

(4) Now, there is 
established a 

pattern or rule for 
this life of worship 

and holiness, as new 
creatures yet still 

awaiting more 
 

(5) And at last, 
ALL things made 

new, freedom 
from sin’s 

presence, and 
paradise 
restored! 
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God created man (Adam), placed him in a perfect environment (Eden), gave him a task 
(farming), and made a startling declaration – “It is not good that the man should be alone …” 
(Genesis 2:18).  Man did not see his need for a suitable helper, but God did.  And after 
parading all the animals before Adam, it was painfully obvious that none of those beasts of 
the field or birds of the air fit the bill.  So, “God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and while he slept he took one of his ribs … and made [it] into a woman and brought her to 
the man” (2:21-22).  And Adam immediately saw in the woman the perfectly suitable helper 
– “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh … and the man and his wife were 
both naked and were not ashamed” (2:23-24).  Humanity was now complete and perfected in 
two distinct genders: male and female.  This was God’s design, one man and one woman 
complementing and completing each other in creation.  Foundational to the discussion of 
homosexuality is the creation of two, enough alike but enough different, genders; the 
institution of marriage between one man and one woman; and the beauty of sexual union 
established only within that marriage covenant.  To Biblically legitimize homosexual unions 
a different creation story is needed. 
 

God’s 
Design 

The Impact 
of the Fall 

Old Testament –  
Of course, as the Biblical story goes, it’s not long before that first man and first woman try to 
do life outside of God’s plan, and wala … sin enters into the human race plummeting 
mankind into a world where everything and everyone is marred by sin.  Early in the pages of 
the Old Testament, direct declarations are made stating “with a male you shall not lie as 
though lying with a woman; it is an abomination” (Leviticus 18:22).  And “a man who will 
lie with a male as though lying with a woman, they have committed an abomination, the two 
of them; they shall certainly be put to death; their blood be upon them” (Leviticus 20:13).  It 
must not have taken too long for God’s design in sexual orientation to be effected by the fall, 
and homosexual men to act out their sinfulness.  The simple Hebrew word for ‘male’ (zakar) 
is used in these Levitical codes, not the word for ‘homosexual cult prostitute’, or ‘boy’, 
nullifying the arguments that this is only prohibiting illicit homosex, same-sex rape, or man-
to-boy homosex, and leaving open the pursuit of a monogamous loving homosexual 
relationship.  All homosexual activity, coerced or compassionate is prohibited.  
 
Not only through declarative statements, but also in the course of the story telling of Israel’s 
history we see the condemnation of homosexual behavior.  Perhaps the most well know 
coming in Genesis 19:1-11, where the men of Sodom, both young and old, surrounded Lot’s 
house demanding to have the angels who had come to deliver Lot.  They were so enraged 
with homosexual desire that they were ready to break down the door to have homosex with 
these angels thinking they were human men.  This homosexual frenzy is the wickedness that 
brought God’s judgment upon Sodom … not the city being inhospitable (see also Jude 7-8, 2 
Peter 2:7-10).  And from one of the most hideously well know stories of destruction to one of 
the lowest points in Israel’s history, we read in Judges 19:22ff of the utter debauched men of 
Gibeah who rushed an old man’s house to have him send out the Levite traveler so they could 
have homosex with him.  The man refused, but by morning the men of the city had raped his 
virgin daughter and the concubine of the traveler.  And after the concubine’s dead body had 
been cut up and distributed to the territories of Israel, the narrator of Judges says, “such a 
thing has never happened or been seen from the day that the people of Israel came up out of 
the land of Egypt until this day …” (19:30).  Clearly one of the lowest levels of God’s 
people’s story, and homosexual sin is at the very core of their vileness.  Make no mistake, 
homosexuality is not viewed by God is a mere defilement, impurity, or uncleanness (as the 
pro-homosexual “Bible scholars” want to argue); it is sin at its most core human expression. 
 
New Testament –  
As the epistle to the Romans opens, we are taught one of the clearest declarations regarding 
homosexuality in the Bible.  Paul has made a broad indictment of humanity in 1:18 – 3:23, 
culminating in the exhaustive claim that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(3:23).  Mankind has suppressed the obvious truth they have of God in creation, and 
exchanged the glory of God for idols.  And singled out from among the sinful behaviors that 
this idolatry brought on was “their women exchanged natural relations for those that are 
contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were 
consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and 
receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error” (1:26-27).  Now many have argued 
that Paul was thinking only of exploitative forms of homosexual behavior, or that Paul had no 
concept at that time of a fixed homosexual orientation. But Romans 1:27 speaks of mutual 
gratification – this is not coercive.  And Greco-Roman history laud adult male same-sex 
relationships – Paul was not ignorant of homosexual relationships, and therefore only 
addressing exploitative homosexual behavior.  A simple reading of the text give us this 
example of how when one suppresses the truth about God; they end up suppressing the truth 
about themselves. It takes us straight back to the Genesis 2 creation account, and the 
quintessential case study of what happens when you reject worshipping the Creator and His 
design for creation.  Idolatry strikes right at the heart of human sexuality.  God designed into 
the very nature of man and woman a complementary fit – the male organ and the female 
organ, and Paul describes how our rejection of God (vertical) connects to our rejection of 
God’s design (horizontal).  Sin has affected everything … right to the very core of humanity! 
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New Testament (cont) –  
The story of the church at Corinth is probably a lot more like the church today than we care 
to admit.  And among other things, they boasted about their tolerance of abhorrent sinful 
sexual behavior – a man having his father’s wife (5:1), the sexually immoral (5:11), 
adulterers (6:9), solicitors of prostitutes (6:15-16), and men who practice homosexuality 
(6:9).  Many English translations combine two Greek words in forming the phrase – “men 
who practice homosexuality”, but Paul is much more specific than that.  He uses two separate 
words, both uncomfortably descriptive and loaded with Old Testament connections.  The first 
is malakoi and it literally means “soft men”, but more specifically is used to describe 
“effeminate males who play the sexual role of females.”  Clearly Paul is not merely referring 
to sexual activity confined to cult prostitutes, adult man to boy (pederasty), or only forced 
activity.  This word historically carries to import of men who went to great efforts to 
feminize their bodies, dress, and manner (whether by innate orientation or not).  The second 
is a compound word derived from the two Greek words in the Septuagint (the then Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament) from Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13.  Arsenokoitai, 
from “lying” and “males” describes primarily the active homosexual partner – the man who 
lies with men as with a woman.  Paul unquestionably has the Old Testament prohibitions 
toward homosexual behavior in mind as he admonishes the Corinthian church.  
Homosexuality was no less sinful in the New Testament than in the Old.  It was placed 
squarely in the category of immoral sexual sin along with incest, adultery, and solicitation.  
Paul was not ignorant of such categories, nor unaware of forced sexual activity.  He is not 
merely condemning homosexuality outside of a loving relationship, as if to only address their 
motivations and not the activity of homosexuality.  He gives no “positive forms” of 
homoerotic behavior because there are none.  And his argument is not based on the non-
procreative aspect of homosex, as that is not the logical foundation for the other sexual sins 
in his lists.  He is calling it sin as much as these other listed sexual sins because they corrupt 
the very design of God for gender, marriage, and one’s identity in the image of God.  The fall 
of man was complete, pervasive to the very core of human sexual identity, and irredeemable 
apart from God rescuing work! 
 
 
 

Christ’s 
Redeeming 

Cure 

Into the Hebrew culture, the seed of the woman as promised in Genesis 3:15 who would 
reverse the curse, came into the world.  He understood the Levitical laws, and far from 
dismissing them, in fulfilling them (Matthew 5:17-18), he intensified their demands.  It was 
the wicked heart that needed cleansing, and that could now fully and finally take place 
through no mere sacrificial lamb offered on one’s behalf, but through the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world.  It wasn’t just don’t murder, it was don’t hate.  It wasn’t just 
don’t commit adultery, it was don’t lust.  Demands so great that a greater sacrifice was 
needed than anything offered under the Mosaic Law.  Hearts of stone needed to be melted 
and transformed into hearts of flesh.  And that is just what Jesus, the Son of God, came to do. 
 
“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? … [Insert Paul’s 
list of sins here, including homosexuality] … And such were some of you.  But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).  That washing of the heart comes only through the 
redeeming work of Christ conquering the Fall, and making forgiveness and freedom a reality.  
And that freedom of the soul translates into freedom from the sinful lifestyle.  Men are now 
free to say ‘NO’ to sin, and free to say ‘YES’ to the obedient life of worship to their King.  
Those who remain enslaved to sexual sin have not been washed by the regenerating work of 
the Spirit of God.  While those who have, are not struggle-free, or sin-free, but are sons and 
daughter who make Spirit-filled choices to walk in grace and holiness until that day when the 
presence of sin, the complete restoration of Eden, takes place … and we are forever free! 
 
In Jesus’ interaction with those caught in sexual sin (sinful woman – Luke 7:36ff; woman 
caught in adultery – John 7:53ff; and the woman at the well – John 4), he was not dismissing 
of their sinful behavior.  He was deeply concerned for their repentance, so as to not face 
judgment.  And at the same time, he was not scared of interacting with them, loving them, or 
being called a friend of sinners.  And those must always go together!  The attempts by some 
pro-homosexual “scholars” to interpret Jesus’ “love thy neighbor” as a call to affirm 
homosexual behavior is completely out of line with the ministry of Jesus to redeem fallen 
mankind and satisfy the wrath of God against sin.  Jesus obviously understood, with all the 
Jews of his day, the clear texts of Genesis 1:27 and 2:24, and the design of His Father for 
gender and for marriage (he cites these in Mark 10).  He saw the creation story not merely as 
descriptive, but prescriptive.  In other words, one man – one woman – in the context of 
marriage was the norm for a sexual behavior.   
 
Lastly, consider the humanity of Christ who faced temptation, more fully than any other 
human because he never gave in to it.  He never gave into sexual temptation, nor ever had 
righteous human sexual intimacy with a woman.  The point? The most human man ever lived 
an obedient, joyful life apart from sexual involvement.  There is a greater identity for us than 
our sexual orientation and sexual desires.  He came to redeem us from sin and purchase us to 
be “IN Him”, not merely have a better life with re-oriented hearts … but New Hearts!  And 
that greater identity is being the Bride of Christ, the Church as Paul describes in Ephesians 
5:22-33 … “this mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the 
church”.  Greater than any sexual identity (homosexual or heterosexual) is our identity as 
married to Christ.   Even righteous, holy, heterosexual marriage points to something greater! 
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♦ Exegetical Conclusions: 

1•  God’s design for gender and sexuality is clear: God created complementary gendered beings – male and female. And any attempt 
to bind together male to male or female to female sexually is contrary to God’s design and therefore sin. [Genesis 1:27; Genesis 
2:24-25] 
2•  Homosexuality is a result of the fall of man, an expression of the rebellion of man at the very core of the Creator-creation 
distinction.  Homosexuality is described as an abomination and sin both in the Old and New Testaments.  [Leviticus 18:22; 
Leviticus 20:13; Romans 1:24-27] 
3•  Paul was not merely condemning coerced homosexual practices (pederasty, prostitution, rape), but any type of homosexual 
practice as sin in the same list of immoral sexual behavior as incest, solicitation, and adultery. [1 Corinthians 6:9] 
4•  The washing work of Christ is available to homosexual people, freeing them from judgment to walk in obedience whether as 
homosexually or heterosexually oriented people.  Our crowning identity has less to do with sexuality and more to do with lives of 
worship as children of the King [1 Corinthians 6:11; Mark 12:25] 
5•  Homosexual individuals must flee sexual sin (as all of us) and pursue holiness in keeping with the work of sanctification that the 
Spirit of God is doing in all who have trusted Christ.  We cannot change the Bible to suit our desires. [Hebrews 12; Galatians 5:16] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel 
Living on a 

Fallen 
Planet 

As redeemed people, washed by the work of Jesus, willing to submit everything to His 
lordship, and worshipping with hearts of faith, we still remain in a fight against sin.  Not sin’s 
penalty … that has been paid, nor sin’s power … that has been released, but sin is still 
present in us.  We are saints in the struggle against sin.  We are not defined by our sin, but it 
is not yet fully destroyed.  And so we wait in hope … and obey with all our might.  
“Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not 
grow weary or fainthearted.  In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding blood” (Hebrews 12:3-4).  The blood that has been shed is not yours, it is 
Christ’s.  And His shed blood not only washes you clean (He is your Savior), it empowers 
your struggle (He is your Strength).  And so, as people with the scar of the Fall still 
remaining on our hearts, and the freedom of the cross securing our identity, we strive for 
holiness until that great day when all is made new.  This is Gospel living on a fallen planet … 
and the Spirit of God knew we would need support, encouragement, and warnings to not lose 
sight of this: 
 
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 
that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the 
passions of lust like [those] who do not know God.” – 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 
“Walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh … now the works of the 
flesh are evident: sexual immorality, [etc] … I warn you, as I warned you before, that those 
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” – Galatians 5:16-21 
“You must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds.  They are 
darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that 
is in them, due to their hardness of heart.  They have become callous and have given 
themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity.  But that is not the way 
you learned Christ!” – Ephesians 4:17-20 
 
For the person who struggles with the sin of homosexuality it will mean resisting the desires 
to participate in homosexual behavior.  It will not be twisting the Scriptures to make it say 
something it doesn’t say.  It will not be claiming homosexuality as one’s destiny.  And it will 
not be hiding behind man-centered religion that says, “God would want me to be happy in a 
committed homosexual relationship”.  And in that struggle against sin, God is greatly 
glorified – whether in a re-orienting and re-storing of God’s heterosexual design in the heart, 
or in a lifelong struggle as a celibate person unwilling to participate in the homosexual 
lifestyle.  There is something far greater in this life and in the life to come than a heterosexual 
orientation or a homosexual orientation, and that is a Godward-orientation.  That is to be the 
motivating focus of every follower of Jesus Christ while God gives us breath! 

Glory 
Living Free 
From Sin 

And so when Christ returns to establish His ultimate and eternal reign and rule as King, what 
will be the essence of our sexual identity?  How will the pre-Fall design of God be restored?  
During the ministry of Jesus a group of Sadducees posed a scenario to Him regarding the 
resurrection and who would be married to the woman who in life had been married seven 
times in keeping with Jewish custom to take the wife of your brother who died (Matthew 
22:23ff; Mark 12:18ff).  Jesus’ answer gives us a peek into the issue of marriage in the realm 
of glory.  He replies, “For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage …” (Mark 12:25).  Our greatest identity is not single, or married … nor ultimately 
heterosexual or homosexual, but child of God and worshipper of the King.  We aim at 
holiness during this life, waiting our perfecting yet to come.  Homosexuality is a sin that the 
Bible clearly prohibits in any and all forms and must be declared with stout Biblical 
conviction.  But to understand the goal of our Biblical fidelity related to this subject in our 
culture as anything less than seeing hearts transformed by the Gospel into lovers of God is to 
miss the mark and remain man-centered, not God-centered.  Part 2 will work out the 
practical implications of this Biblical teaching in much greater depth and clarity … 
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Part 2: Practical Implications for Life and Ministry 
 
♦ Framing The Biblical Data within a Gospel Perspective: 

 

1•  God is Truth, The Revealer of Truth, and That Truth is Absolute –  
 
“For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.  As for 
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:3-5 
 
That time is upon us!  We live in a world that has made the only absolute that there are no absolutes.  This is the philosophy of our 
day, and any attempt to declare absolute truth is labeled intolerance, hate, or bigotry.  Our world is controlled by a principle that 
enables every person to declare themselves their own authority, thus eroding and essentially eliminating even such a thing as “sound 
teaching”.  Paul understood the heart of man that when driven by one’s own passions and pleasures as the highest authority, a 
turning away from God’s absolute authority goes hand in hand.  Men controlled by their passions turn away from God’s truth, that 
is simple enough.  We don’t expect the unbelieving world or unbelieving people to put themselves under any authority that 
challenges their own sense of personal destiny, self-fulfillment, or the natural proclivities of their own hearts.  This is certainly our 
theological starting point when it comes to this issue of homosexuality.  In other words, the conversation never starts with the 
subject of homosexuality; it starts with the subject of truth – its source, trustworthiness, and authority over us.  That’s why Paul’s 
initial admonition to Timothy, his young disciple, is “Preach the Word, be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2).  The Bible’s answer to the world’s unbelief, rejection of absolute 
truth, and relentless commitment to personal freedom is The Word of God.  The people of God are to be people of The Book.  That 
means being people who are sober-minded – think clearly and carefully as those under God’s ultimate authority.  That means being 
people who are ready to endure suffering – do not change their message or mission because they are labeled homophobic, 
intolerant, or (insert latest pejorative description given to unthinking Christian people).  That also means being people who are 
doing the work of evangelism – they have not written off the secular world, but with complete patience and teaching engage the 
culture with unremitting conviction to absolute Biblical truth, and deep compassion for souls blinded by the god of this age.  We are 
tolerant people, but our tolerance is not based on the elimination of absolutes, but a passion for truth and the certainty of the eternal 
that makes us humble and vigilant. 
 
Unfortunately, many so-called churches of our day have either run to harsh, vindictive rhetoric against those who oppose God’s 
truth or have run to do their best to eliminate truth-talk, or articulate theology.  They would do well to rehearse Paul’s admonition (2 
Timothy 4:1-5) to Timothy, the pastor, and those under his leadership in the church at Ephesus … as we have just done above.  We 
live in a day where many churches seem to think theology is a bad word, and being “a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth” is unhelpful (2 Timothy 2:15).  Indeed Paul carries with that instruction us not being people who 
are “quarreling over words” and engaged in “irreverent babble”, but he expects that Timothy and those under his charge will be 
clear truth speakers.  When you clearly stand for something and speak the truth about what God says and what God’s design is, you 
automatically are speaking against something.  And to speak against something in our day is what often gets the church labeled 
intolerant bigots.  So, sadly many churches have simply gone to softening God’s message, or redefining it altogether.  But is this 
any surprise either?  The apostle Peter warned “There will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies … for speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those 
who live in error.  They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption.  For whatever overcomes a person, to 
that he is enslaved” (2 Peter 2:18-19).  Such teachers, churches, and organizations that claim the name of Christ and don’t 
courageously speak God’s truth (even if they are motivated by love), are unable to offer real freedom.  Truth matters for life! 
 

2•  Man is Fallible, Easily Deceived, and Controlled By His Desires –  
 
“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.” Proverbs 14:12; 16:25 
 
That time is upon us!  We live in a world that says, “if it feels right or natural it must be”.  And in no area is this more prevalent 
than in the area of one’s sexuality.  Any notion of someone saying what is right and wrong for a person to do with his/her own body 
is viewed as a full-out attack on personal freedom.  The problem is, there are plenty of things that feel right, seem right, appear 
natural or harmless, but as Solomon said, lead only to death.  Man is controlled by something, and though he certainly has freedoms 
and choices, he is ultimately controlled by his desires that wage war in him – “those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh … for the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed it 
cannot” (Romans 8:5-8).  The unregenerate person who cries for personal freedom is not free, but controlled by the desire of the 
flesh to do whatever is necessary to feed to flesh.  For the church to compromise her message in an effort to bring freedom to those 
who already think they are free will only lead to false promises of help from a false gospel.  But this is what many churches have 
done, and it again it shouldn’t surprise us, “for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light, so it is no surprise if his servants, 
also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness” (2 Corinthians 11:14-15).  Giving into sin because it feels natural or brings 
momentary pleasure only makes things worse.  The person who claims to love Christ and engages in the homosexual lifestyle, may 
believe it is right, but its end is death.  We cannot be lead by our emotions if we are to experience the fullness of life God has for us!  
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Therefore, the options for one struggling with homosexuality are … 

… and which you choose will determine how you approach not just this sin issue, but every issue in your life.  One author has written, 
“Christianity rejects the idea that our impulses are reliable moral guides.  The Christian has to look outside of himself or herself for 
direction on how to live”.  And so for the homosexually oriented person, those naturally corrupted impulses are not reliable to direct 
your decision-making.  Position #1 is fatally flawed, as though you could possible be the master of your own destiny … and have it 
turn out well in the end.  Position #2 reflects a sort of conservative Christianity that merely drives people to live in loneliness and 
shame.  It sees all desire as bad and part of the flesh, failing to embrace a God whose original design was for the joy of His creatures.  
There is no way that people can live under the weight of external expectations and know the life of peace, joy, and freedom the Bible 
describes.  Position #1 is held by the “gay Christian” community that has rejected God’s authority and redefined the Scriptures 
teaching.  Position #2 is held by the “fundamentalist Christian” community that sees heterosexuality as the goal, having failed to 
understand the full teaching of sexuality and identity in the Bible (Part 1 of these notes).  Position #3 properly understands the 
authority of God and the fall of man.  It grasps the story of the Gospel as the story of God getting glory for Himself through the 
redeeming of a sinful people.  It reads the whole Bible, embracing God’s design for sexuality, the picture of marriage that points to 
the greater picture of Christ’s love, and the consummation of that marriage in glory celebrating the greatest wedding party of all 
times.  We have to see the big picture of the Gospel and God’s plan for sexuality if we are to be good parents, friends, co-workers, and 
brothers/sisters in Christ.  We can then talk about homosexuality without debating causality of same-sex attraction, and without 
debating whether sexual orientation can be changed.  We can minister to those who struggle with homosexuality without making them 
feel frustrated and isolate within the church, or frustrated and become angry leaving the church for the lies of the world.  So … let’s 
talk now  
 
♦ Same-Sex Attraction, Sexual Orientation, and Change: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pursue Destiny 
Reject God’s authority and trust 
the way of life that seems right to 
you.  Let your instincts be your 

guide, and how something makes 
you feel the measure of right and 
wrong. Approach truth as relative 
and subservient to your desires.  
Don’t let anyone challenge how 
something that feels right and 

makes you happy could be 
destructive to your soul.  

Pursue Worship 
Realize what was accomplished at 
the cross.  Bring your brokenness 
to the healer of your soul.  Don’t 
come to God as a genie to change 
you according to your plans, nor 

come to Him as a tyrant who 
oppresses your joy.  Come to 
Christ for the freedom to now 
fiercely battle the idols of your 

heart and fight for joy in a fallen 
world that one day will be made 

new.  

Pursue Duty 
Recognize God’s authority as a 

master who wants nothing more for 
his slave than to obey.  Ignore and 
suppress the impulses and desires 

of your heart for the sake of 
appearances.  Fake it ‘til you make 
it, and embrace a god who is mad 
at you when you sin, and should 
reward you when you succeed.  

Don’t let anyone challenge what 
might be going on in your heart, 

just conform.   

What creates 
one’s sexual 
orientation? 

Having just given birth, the doctor doesn’t say to the new mom, “Congratulations on your 
twin heterosexual boys”.  Why? Because God created two complementary genders and from 
a biological perspective, that is that foremost identity – male and female.  What those twin 
boys become as they grow up will be unfolded both from the genetic makeup they were born 
with, the shaping influences in life, and the choices they make.  Take for instance one’s 
physique – a seven-foot tall athletic young man has been given some innate characteristics to 
play in the NBA. Add to that a father, coach, or teacher who instills a love for the game and 
an understanding of how it’s played, with a personal work ethic of hard work, and he might 
just make it.  Indeed, no “homosexual gene” has yet been discovered, but there is still much 
we do not know.  What we do know is that the experience of the majority of homosexually 
oriented people is that they absolutely feel that they did not choose this.  Many praying for it 
to go away, or testifying – “Why would I have chosen to face the ridicule and pain of this 
sexual orientation?”  The bottom line is that we just don’t know what creates one’s sexual 
orientation.  We know God’s original design (one man, one woman, within marriage), and we 
know that sin has corrupted all of creation (all mankind is born into sin), but to reject that 
biology has anything to do with our fallen sinful proclivities (same sex attraction included) 
needlessly pushes the homosexually oriented person away from the grace and truth the 
church can provide.  And for as many studies that have been done over the years related to 
homosexuality, we still don’t know everything.  But it is also certainly helpful to examine 
some of the shaping influences that can contribute to one’s sexuality: 
 
Parental Failure – God’s design is for every child to have a father and mother who are 
providing Biblical input in character development.  When this is disrupted (isn’t it always), it 
affects the child.  Early on, much was made of the absent, distant, or critical father and the 
son who was unable to identify and develop in his maleness due to the father’s poor role.  
Likewise, the over-involved mother who over-protects, or demonstrates hostility toward men 
that gives the son a compromised sense of his own male identity.  Certainly the modeling of 
the parents has great impact on the child’s identity.  But I want us to be extremely careful 
here, because there are no perfect parents, and though parents should take the call to 
discipling their kids very seriously, we should not be heaping guilt on parents for a child’s 
homosexual orientation. 
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Sexual Abuse & Sexual Sin 
In addition to this, sexual abuse (in most cases by a male) has been identified as contributing 
to the shaping of sexual orientation.  How can it not?  It may not always be expressed in a 
same-sex attraction, but one’s view of sex has been scared by the lies of sin and the violation 
of those who should have been protecting, resulting in a perspective different than God’s 
original design for sex.  When a man has molested a boy, it isn’t hard to understand how that 
might bring about some confusion over how he is perceived or if he is homosexually oriented 
and that is why that happened.  Even stepping back from sexual abuse, any sexual activity 
outside of God’s design will impact the righteous development of one’s sexuality.  
Pornography, promiscuity, and the like are destructive (whether by choice or sinned against), 
and might also lead to confusion over one’s own sexuality.  Again we must be careful, as 
awful as sexual abuse is, and as destructive as a sexual promiscuous environment can be, 
these do not provide the “easy-answer” to a same-sex attraction. 
 
Environmental Influences 
We know that where someone grow up has an impact on how they view the world, and that 
same can be true for how one views his/her sexual orientation.  Being raised by same-sex 
parents, growing up in an urban hub, or in an environment where homoerotic desires are 
promoted can certainly be a factor in gender confusion and the development of same-sex 
attractions or a homosexual orientation.  But a caution as with the others … just because 
someone grows up in a particular setting does not determine one’s own identity. 
 
So Here’s What I Know … 
We should be very careful to think we know how one’s homosexual orientation developed 
and to give simplistic counsel regarding change.  It seems clear that the majority of people 
who experience same-sex attraction did not choose it.  And from the Biblical data in Romans 
1, it seems to indicate both a choice and a non-choice expression of the very core of fallen 
humanity.  As far as I’m concerned, we don’t know and it doesn’t matter.  What matters is 
that someone with a homosexual orientation has a choice NOW – He/She can pursue destiny, 
pursue duty, or pursue worship.  We all have natural (or actually unnatural) sin “bents” that 
as followers of Jesus we are called to fight.  When we give in to those desires it is sin.  But 
thanks be to God who gives us the victory … homoerotic desires must be obediently resisted. 
 
 

Can sexual 
orientation 

change? 

Change is always possible … that is an absolute promise of the Scriptures through the 
powerful working of the Spirit of God.  To believe otherwise is not living by faith in an 
Almighty God.  But with that we must also understand that sanctification, the process of 
change, is just that … a process.  When someone comes to Christ they do not instantly 
become perfected and without sin.  Christ’s work washes away our sin, we are holy … in our 
position before God, but the Bible has plenty of admonitions to the believer to work out that 
holiness, to fight the flesh, and to put on the new man.  Any version of Christianity that 
promises complete deliverance from sin, sickness, or suffering on this earth is a false gospel.  
God clearly uses the trials in our life to produce Godly character.  For a counselor, pastor, or 
friend to promise that someone who has a homosexual orientation will be changed to a 
heterosexual orientation (even through righteous means: Prayer, Bible Study, Counseling), 
has created a man-centered Gospel.  Our great God is sovereign, free, independently acting 
apart from our actions.  The true Gospel of grace is not built on cause and effect.  We do not 
move the arm of God by our pulling of the right levers or pushing the right buttons.  We have 
been given means of grace to seek God, but they do not manipulate God to do something 
outside of His sovereign plan.  Therefore, someone who has a homosexual orientation should 
absolutely pray, “God, change my heart and my desires to your perfect design for sexuality”, 
and with eager anticipation await the Spirit’s work, whether in this life or in eternity.  But 
that person should not hold out “becoming heterosexual” as the fleece to test God, or base 
one’s obedience to Him on.  We can do great harm in promising an easy 6-step program, 10-
week Bible study, or scripted prayer to someone being changed.  Why? Because God is more 
committed to our growth than our comfort.  He intends to make us fruitful, and does that 
through all sorts of means.  If we view the goal in ministering to the homosexual person as 
making them heterosexual, we have made that the goal rather than the glory of God in 
obedience.  Our worship to God is always the goal … whether in victorious change, or in 
faithful steadfast obedience.  This is not pessimistic hopelessness … much the opposite.  It is 
trusting God to be God, and following with a life of worship no matter what the cost!  And in 
that there is joy inexpressible and full of glory, precisely because it leads to glory. 
 

What is the 
goal then? 

Homosexual sin is unique as it stands against God’s design between male and female, and 
strikes at the very heart of Creator-creature relationship (Rom 1).  It has no righteous 
expression.  When a homosexual person fights the sin of their same-sex attraction, they still 
are left with an unrighteous desire.  This is where we must uniquely recognize this great 
struggle he/she faces and not minimize it into other sin categories.  And yet, it is sin like any 
other sin where the goal is obeying God and not indulging in the lusts of the flesh.  If God 
transforms their sexual orientation … praise God!  If not, he/she should obey the Bible in 
choosing the celibate life (like a single heterosexual person who is not yet married).  We 
must not shape one’s identity around one’s sexual orientation.  Identity is a strong force, and 
can often lead to behavior.  Someone is not a homosexual or heterosexual Christian; they are 
simply a child of God … loved by God … created by God for His glory!  Rest in that alone! 
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How Do I Help?  What Does Ministry Look Like? What Do I Need to Know? 
 
  

5 Things 
Every Parent 
Should Know 

(1) Your child wants your affirmation more than you know.  As your children grow they want 
independence, that’s how God designed it.  But that doesn’t mean that even in their darkest rebellion 
they don’t want and need you.  They will push you away, and sometimes God, but they want to know if 
you will contend for their souls.  Will you ignore them? Get mad at them? Shove your beliefs on them?  
Or will you wield the power of a parent with consistent truth and merciful love? 
(2) Their struggle is not your failure.  Please please please parent, do not make their struggle with sin 
about you.  When they confess sin or confusion, don’t ask, “What did I do wrong?”  They may not come 
back again.  Don’t take it personally, and don’t have a pity-party, listen to their heart through the 
struggle.  Figure out where you can enter into their adult-like wrestling alongside them.  Ask questions. 
(3) Think long-term.  When you react you are thinking about trying to fix them with some immediate 
intervention.  When you listen patiently you demonstrate that you care more about them than whatever it 
is they are doing.  Just because they say they are struggling with some particular sin (homosexual or 
otherwise), that doesn’t mean they are going to be identified by that sin.  Treat them with the dignity of 
time, conversations, and patience. 
(4) Know what you can control.  You cannot control everything your child will see, listen to, or do.  
Not possible.  But what you can control is laboring to create a relationship where you can talk to them 
about those things.  You are not their only shaping influence, but you are one God has given them to 
help them process through all those shaping influences.  Quit getting so mad and start speaking gospel. 
(5) You can set boundaries and still be committed to God’s truth and loving your child.  Don’t be a 
person of extremes.  Negotiating with a sinful adult child doesn’t necessarily mean you are negotiating 
on truth.  If he/she has chosen a homosexual lifestyle, and wants relationship with you, figure it out.  
Have conversations that will keep the door open to you living and speaking Gospel into their life.  They 
will respect your comfort level if you respect theirs.  You have nothing to fear in showing them love. 

4 Things 
Every Friend 

& Church 
Member 

Should Know 

(1) Everyone wants to belong and be loved.  You did not and do not have to perform for God’s love … 
don’t make others do so.  You did not love God first, He loved you while you were in your sin … don’t 
be afraid of loving people who are still stuck in sin.  If you do not create a relationship or community 
where people can honestly, openly deal with their struggles and find belonging, they will go elsewhere.  
This is by far the greatest reason why homosexual people leave the church and run into the arms of the 
GLBT.  Let’s not add to their numbers, these are our people … make the church a place where 
homosexual people can find support as they wrestle with the confusion of what they are feeling. 
 
“What if the church were full of people who were loving and safe, willing to walk alongside people who 
struggle?  What if there were people in the church who kept confidences, who took the time to be Jesus 
to those who struggle with homosexuality? What if the church were what God intended it to be?” 
 
(2) Stop making assumptions.  A leader of a ministry to help gay and lesbian persons in the United 
Kingdom wrote, “There are probably nearly as many Christians with homosexual feelings who do not 
believe that homosexual sex is right for Christians as there are those who are advocating its 
acceptance”.  Not everyone who sins is rebellious and deserving of church discipline.  The church is a 
place where sinning saints strive to be more about the glory of God than the depravity of the world. Your 
brother or sister who may be struggling with same-sex attraction needs good Godly friends to practice 
the ‘one-anothers’.  Ask open-ended questions that invite heart conversations, not statements and 
judgments that end relationship.  We must help each other to glorify God and enjoy Him forever!   
(3) Love is an orientation.  I believe we have falsely drawn up a dichotomy between grace and truth, 
showing mercy and “tough love”.  Love speaks truth, confronts sin, admonishing the unruly, helps the 
weak, is patient with all, encourages the fainthearted, and more.  To frame how we do ministry in the 
separate categories of (1) Dealing with sin, being firm, standing for truth, and (2) Showing grace, being 
patient, standing for mercy is not Biblical ministry or Gospel categories.  We do all of that under the 
banner of love as friends and as the church, and we need Spirit-filled wisdom and discernment to do it 
well. 
(4) Our life is not our own.  Paul says at the end of the 1 Corinthians 6 passage where he has dealt with 
sexual sin including homosexuality that, “your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God.  You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body” 
(6:19).  This is true for all of us.  We must model to others that we are under the authority of our loving 
King who purchased us back from slavery.  We cannot encourage those who struggle with homosexual 
attraction to obey God while we act as our own gods in other areas of life.  We model joyful submission. 1 Thing I want 

anyone who 
struggles with 

the sin of 
homosexuality 

to know 

(1) Obedience is always the path to your greatest joy.  CS Lewis in his book The Weight of Glory 
described how we cannot even begin to understand the joys of everlasting life in this life “except by 
continuing to obey and finding the reward of our obedience in our increasing power to desire the 
ultimate reward”.  Wesley Hill, a God-loving follower of Christ with a homosexual orientation writes, 
“the pain of having our deeply ingrained inclinations and desires blocked and confronted by God’s 
demand for purity in the gospel, far from being a sign of our failure to live the life God wants, may 
actually be the mark of our faithfulness.  We groan in frustration because of our fidelity to the gospel’s 
call.  And though we may miss out in the short run on lives of personal fulfillment and sexual 
satisfaction, in the long run the cruelest thing that God could do would be to leave us alone with our 
desires, to spare us the affliction of his refining care”.  God is for your joy … trust that and obey Him! 
 


