“Dealing with Divorce”

LCC Fall Theology Study: Mark Spansel

♦ Biblical Convictions & Commitments:
1• We believe the Bible is God’s inspired revelation to man and we will do our very best to be guided by
the Word of God in all things. The Word shapes culture, not the other way around.
2• We will do our best to go as far as the Word goes and not farther related to the multiplicity of issues
involved in divorce and remarriage. It is never our primary aim to create nice tidy boxes out of the Word,
but simply to be as faithful to the texts of Scripture as we can through applying sound interpretive
principles.
3• We are committed to worshipping God with our minds, and ever growing in our confidence of the
Word. We will not back away from the hard subjects, but approach them with humble submission.
4• We affirm God’s ideal for marriage, and will courageously fight for it and teach it to our children.
And while we recognize that marriage is constantly under attack in our culture, we will not use the Bible
as a stick to beat people up, but compassionately protect the victim while calling sinners to repentance.
5• The Gospel sets men free, transforms our hearts, and levels the playing field. In other words, we
affirm that there are no 2nd class citizens in the Body of Christ, only children of the King. “There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Married, single, divorced, widowed, remarried … we all stand only by
grace.

♦ A Summary Overview of the Biblical Data:

God’s Ideal Plan

The Fall, Sin, and Hard
Hearts

Moses, the Certificate of
Divorce, and Biblical
Grounds

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were naked
and were not ashamed.” [Genesis 2:24-25] … and quoted by Jesus in
Matthew 19:5-6 and Mark 10:7-9

And the curses handed out by God immediately bring disruption to the ideal
marriage relationship … “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in
pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.” [Genesis 3:16]

“When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his
eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a
certificate of divorce …” [Deuteronomy 24:1-4]
… because of sinful behavior destroying the ideal marriage commitment,
and the hardness of heart to forge forgiveness and reconciliation, a
certificate of divorce could be issued to protect the violated party, and free
them to remarry. Human sinfulness can end a marriage, and the law of
Moses made sure the violated party didn’t have to suffer indefinitely …
“They said to him, ‘Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate
of divorce and to send her away?’ He said to them, ‘Because of your
hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so.’ [Matthew 19:7-8]
… the “some indecency” of Deuteronomy 24:1 is literally “a thing of
nakedness” or “a cause of sexual immorality” and most likely refers to
adultery. The victim of adultery should have the choice of whether to end
the marriage or not. And this too correlates with the teaching of Jesus …
“And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality,
and marries another, commits adultery.” [Matthew 19;9]
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Therefore marital love or sexual fidelity was at the center of the marriage
covenant, and a violation of this allowed for the “certificate of divorce” in
the law of Moses and in the words of Jesus. The marriage covenant had
ended and divorce was allowed. ** But please note here – This was never
the ideal, was not commanded, and only came as a result of the “hardness of
hearts” who could not forgive, restore, and rescue God’s ideal plan.
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One other key (and difficult) Old Testament text comes into play here … “If
he takes another wife to himself, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing,
or her marital rights.” [Exodus 21:10] … and this text appears to delineate
three components to the marriage covenant that when neglected protect the
violated party, as we saw in the case of adultery. Those three marriage
commitments (in addition to sexual fidelity) were: Provision of food,
provision of clothing, and provision of conjugal love. All four of these
could be grouped into (1) Physical provision (food, clothing), and (2)
Physical affection (conjugal love, faithfulness in that union). These
commitments make up the foundation for our contemporary marriage vows.

Were there
other grounds
for divorce?

… This is a tough passage (a daughter sold into a marriage), but Exodus 21
is considered “case law” meaning we look past those contemporary issues of
slavery and polygamy, and look for the marriage principles that relate to, in
this case, marital neglect.
… It appears that Paul understood these as he references “physical
affection” in 1 Corinthians 7:3 “The husband should give to his wife her
conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband.” And perhaps a
reference to “physical provision” in 1 Corinthians 7:33-34 “But the married
man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife …”

Moving now to the New Testament era …

The Debate

One of the basic hermeneutic principles to employ for sound exegesis is that
of historical/cultural context. So as the pages of the New Testament open
and the new upstart rabbi, Jesus of Nazareth, begins teaching, the Pharisees
come to test him in Matthew 19:3 with what had become a theological
debate over the interpretation of Deuteronomy 24:1 and what the phrase
“some indecency” meant?
As Jesus answers their question in Matthew 19:4-9, he first points to the
original and highest ideal for marriage (v4-6), then to the effect of sin and
the hardness of heart (v8), and then answers their current question regarding
divorce (v9). Just what Jesus is answering has to be understood in the
proper context.
… And before explaining the debate, we must remember that though it may
be hard wrestling with issues of the OT Law when we come to the Gospel
age, it is the pattern of Jesus to widen the application of the Law and push it
deeper into internal matters of the heart (e.g.: Not just murder but hatred, not
just adultery but lust, etc). Therefore, to completely dismiss the OT teaching
as irrelevant is wrong and not helpful to building clear Biblical theology.
But to not work hard at understanding what Jesus is doing with the OT
teaching is likewise irresponsible and incomplete.

Position #1: Rabbi Hillel

Position #2: Rabbi Shamai

Rabbi Hillel, who lived before the time of Christ, took the phrase
in Deuteronomy 24:1 – “some indecency” or “a cause of sexual
immorality” to mean both “adultery” AND “any cause”. He
reasoned that Moses could have just said “sexual immorality”
and since the phrase “a cause of” preceded it that must mean he
was referring to another cause or grounds for divorce in addition
to adultery. Some things have always been the same … people
twisting Scripture to suit their needs.

Rabbi Shamai, pointed out that Rabbi Hillel had interpreted
Deuteronomy 24:1 incorrectly and that the phrase “a cause of
sexual immorality” simply meant the one ground of adultery.
He and his followers opposed the “Any Cause Divorce” and
wanted people to restrict themselves to divorces based on the
OT grounds. That meant “adultery” (Deuteronomy 24:1),
“physical provision”, and “physical affection” (Exodus 21:1011).

Thus, with this interpretation, the “Any Cause” divorce became
popularized, taught, and practiced as Jesus came on the scene,
and by the end of the first century surpassed divorces based on
OT grounds. Hillel and his followers taught that this “Any Cause
Divorce” could be carried out only by men (as is the example in
Deuteronomy 24:1), and could be for any cause, essentially a
“groundless divorce”. The man could simply write up a
certificate of divorce and send his wife away with no Biblical
grounds.

This then is the context of the divorce debate as the Pharisees
approach Jesus and ask their question in Matthew 19:3 – “Is it
lawful to divorce one’s wife for any cause?”
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In essence, “Jesus, do you buy into the ‘Any Cause Divorce’ of
the Hillelites or do you hold to the teaching of the Shamaites?”
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Following the Matthew narrative in the context of the debate and the
specific question of the Pharisee’s it seems best to understand Jesus’ answer
in Matthew 19:9 to mean – “No, it is not lawful to divorce one’s wife for
any cause, but only for adultery … I agree with the Shamaites and reject the
faulty exegesis of the Hillelites.”
God’s ideal is one man and one women coming together til death do us part.
Moses’ intent in the certificate of divorce was to protect the violated party
because of the sinful breaking of the marriage covenant and the hardness of
heart that refused to repent, reconcile, and restore the marriage.
Jesus’ answer in the contemporary cultural debate was to reject the “Any
Cause Divorce” and affirm the proper teaching of Deuteronomy 24:1 being
only adultery.
BUT …

… Is Jesus leaving the Exodus 21 grounds for divorce intact?
Most exegetes, commentators, and pastors understand and accept adultery as Biblical grounds for divorce from this exception clause
by Jesus in Matthew 19:9. And I agree, though with STRONG exhortation pointing to God’s Ideal for marriage and the call to
repentance that would always seek to forgive and restore as God has forgiven and restored us! (Sorry, got ahead of myself …
pastoral conclusions must come after all the Biblical data has been examined )
The Big Question at this juncture is: Was Jesus saying that now the only grounds for divorce is adultery? OR Was He simply
answering the divorce debate controversy of His day and leaving the grounds of physical provision and physical affection from
Exodus 21:1-11 in place?

YES
On one hand …
It’s certainly the case that Jesus knew the OT text in question, was aware of the original plan for marriage, and was grieved over
what was currently going on with the divorce situation. He didn’t overturn the Jewish understanding of the three grounds
for divorce (physical provision, physical affection, and sexual fidelity), so by not doing so He must be allowing for these also
as a breakdown of the marriage covenant that could result in divorce.
It’s not that Jesus took lightly marital neglect by not reiterating this (within the category of marital neglect we can put abuse on
one side of the extreme and abandonment on the other); it is simply the case that these were already accepted grounds in His
Jewish context and they didn’t need to be re-addressed. Even the Shamaites understood and accepted that neglect broke the
marriage covenant; they merely debated the extent of neglect that should constitute divorce.
Corinth was a pretty pagan city, and like the “Any Cause Divorce” in Jesus’ day, so the Romans had developed a similar easy
divorce akin to our modern “No Fault Divorce” that was called “Divorce By Separation”. You could walk out on your partner,
and through separating they were then considered divorced. The apostle Paul reminds Christians NOT to practice this sort of
divorce (1 Corinthians 7:10). But throughout 1 Corinthians 7 Paul appears to acknowledge the Exodus 21:10-11 grounds
(physical affection – vs. 3-4; physical provision – vs. 32-34) while exhorting them not to “neglect” the marriage covenant
responsibilities.
… Much is going on in Corinth beyond the scope of this study such as Paul saying: it’s better not to marry, issues of an
unbeliever choosing the divorce-by-separation, and a spouse free to remarry after the death of a spouse … AND he is careful to
distinguish much of his current pastoral counsel from the already stated words of Jesus. [“I say this as a concession, not a
command” – 7:6, “I give this charge (not I, but the Lord) – 7:10, “to the rest I say (I, not the Lord) – 7:12, “I have no command
from the Lord, but I give my judgment” – 7:25] Because of the current context of the people he is shepherding, he exercises
pastoral wisdom and seems to leave some “space” for discerning the extent of abuse or abandonment that could lead to a
Biblical divorce (1 Corinthians 7:26). Yet, he always calls for God’s ideal, to not give into hard-heartedness, to not being
controlled by the culture, and to live with a Gospel agenda before your own.
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NO

On the other hand …
An argument from silence is a dangerous argument to build such an important position around. To say that because Jesus
didn’t say anything about the grounds for divorce established in Exodus 21:10-11 that He is fully endorsing them is shaky.
In Matthew 5:31-32 during Jesus’ sermon on the mount, where He is pushing the OT law deeper, internalizing it, and in essence
making it harder, He says “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you
that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries
a divorced woman commits adultery.” In essence, Moses allowed for the hardness of heart a lowering of God’s ideal with these
OT grounds for divorce, BUT I say there is a higher standard, let’s get back to that. Though there be other divorce grounds
the OT employed, let’s be radically committed to the “heart of God in the Gospel” and not the “case law book”. In this sermon
He uses much hyperbole to make this point. (e.g.: gouging out an eye for lust, go two miles with the one who forces you, etc).
Here, the strong statement if you don’t take radical forgiveness for “marital neglect” seriously and fight for marriage, it’s as bad
as committing adultery. You have sent a spouse away for grounds that should be worked through and forgiven and then the chain
of adultery is continued with others. I don’t believe that Jesus is saying here that remarriage after a divorce is adultery any more
than He is saying lust is literally adultery. Rather, He is making the strong and radical point that you should not seek divorce, not
look for the “letter of the law out” as Moses allowed for. He is calling for new covenant heart responses from people who are
now committed to living for the Kingdom of God above the kingdom of men.
Neither Mark nor Luke include Jesus’ exception clause (Mark 10:2-12; Luke 16:18), so we should be careful to dogmatically
include what Jesus doesn’t.

♦ Exegetical Conclusions:
1• There is not one clear and comprehensive Biblical text to give us an airtight teaching on divorce and
remarriage, so we do our best to employ solid interpretive skills to build a Biblical theology on the
subject.
2• God’s ideal is what we always aim for in any matter of life and godliness, therefore Genesis 2:24-25
should be our controlling text, not the acquiescing to man’s sinfulness and the choices of hardheartedness as allowed for in Moses’ divorce certificate. [Matthew 5:31-32, 19:4-6a; Mark 10:6-8]
3• There are three categorical grounds for divorce contained in the Old Testament: (1) Physical Provision,
(2) Physical Affection, and (3) Sexual Fidelity. [Deuteronomy 24:1; Exodus 21:10-11]
4• The certificate of divorce was established to protect the violated party. The Law of Moses recognized
that our sinfulness could end a marriage. It was not the divorce that was the sin, but the breaking of the
marriage covenant. The certificate of divorce protected the woman from ongoing suffering, showing that
the marriage had already ended, and she was eligible to be married again. [Deuteronomy 24:1-4;
Matthew 5:31, 19:7-8; Mark 10:4-5]
5• God hates divorce and though it does occur and there are Biblical grounds for it to occur, Jesus’
exhortation is to not do it. [Malachi 2:16; Matthew 19:6b; Mark 10:9]
6• Jesus answered a specific question being asked of him regarding a cultural debate about divorce to
which he affirmed adultery as the grounds for divorce in Deuteronomy 24:1 and not “any cause”.
[Matthew 19:3-9]
7• Jesus neither affirms nor denies the other grounds for divorce stated in Exodus 21:10-11.
8• Paul appears to reference the Exodus 21:10-11 responsibilities of marriage and is concerned about the
sinful neglect of them. In this text he also seems to leave “pastoral space” in addressing these matters
within context. [1 Corinthians 7]
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♦ Practical Conclusions:
1• We will fight for a high view of marriage, honoring God’s Ideal plan for husband and wife. In every situation we will push for
repentance, forgiveness, and reconciliation that leads to a restored marriage.
2• We hate divorce because God hates divorce, and yet we recognize that because of sinfulness marriage covenants are broken and
can’t always be repaired. We understand the legal process of divorce to be for the protection of the one sinned against when
Biblical grounds are present. Divorce was introduced as an accommodation to the sinful heart of man when the marriage had
already ended. The divorce is not a sin; the hard-hearted disobedience that broke the marriage covenant and refused to repent is the
sin.
3• We find adultery in the Scriptures as a clear ground for divorce. Sexual fidelity is at the very core of the marriage covenant and
to be held as a non-negotiable in the midst of a culture that accepts all kinds of aberrant forms of “marriage.” Sexual immorality
breaks the marriage covenant.
4• We find neglect (from abuse to abandonment) in the Scriptures as a breaking of the marriage covenant to be considered carefully
and wisely. Every marriage (even good ones) has experienced some neglect by both spouses in the areas of the marriage covenant.
Therefore, without making too much or too little of the Exodus 21:10-11 categories (“Physical Provision & Physical Affection”) we
will seek healthy marriages that avoid divorce while dealing with the sin of hard-hearted abuse and abandonment.
5• We believe remarriage “in Christ” a thing to be celebrated when the divorce had Biblical grounds and was walked through with
Biblical fidelity and a soft heart. And we don’t believe that an unbiblical divorce is the unpardonable sin. When the sinful past is
handled with thorough Gospel counsel, and any actions that can be made toward reconciliation are taken, we will joyful participate
in remarriage.
6• We do not believe that God is punitive toward His children. All the wrath and judgment we deserved has been dealt with
through the sacrifice of Christ. There is therefore no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus! We, with Gospel-thinking,
will not condemn or judge the divorced or remarried as anything other than loved and accepted children of God.
7• We affirm and will passionately preach our identity in Christ through the Gospel. Our pasts do not define us! Our
experiences do not define us! Our achievements or failures do not define us! God uses all of these things to write His Story into our
story, but we will revel in the one label: Children of God.

♦ Church Commitments … To those in faltering marriages with no grounds for divorce
Biblical Life Principles

(1) Walk Humbly – The apostle Paul says in Philippians 2:3, “…in humility
count others more significant than yourselves.” I do not overstate this in
saying that all marital conflict stems from the utter selfishness of each and
every one of us. Our pride separates us from God and our spouse, therefore we
must regularly look to our own hearts and where we are the source of the
problem, repenting for our sin, and taking responsibility for our behavior.
(2) Choose to Love – 1 Corinthians 13 lays out the characteristics that love
chooses. Husbands and wives chose to “fall in love” of their own free will,
therefore that choice can be made over and over again to honor God in the
marriage covenant made to one’s spouse.
(3) Let Nothing Separate You – Jesus adds one clause to the ideal marriage
laid out in Genesis 2:24-25. He includes the admonition “What therefore God
has joined together, let not man separate” (Matthew 19:6b). This is not saying
that a marriage can’t be separated or ended, but that we should earnestly
contend for it not to happen. We must not let anyone or anything come
between husband and wife. No other person, no hobby, and no job can be
allowed to prevent the one flesh-ness of the husband and wife.
(4) Seek Honest Input – Marriages need routine input! It is foolish to think
you can operate in isolation and thrive. Make it a regular part of married life to
get Godly counsel from elders, friends, books, and conferences. Do not believe
the lie that everyone else has it together and that you can’t honestly
communicate about the struggles in your marriage!

Pastoral Exhortations …
• You don’t have a perfect marriage, so quit acting like it. When you pretend in front of everyone else, it only perpetuates the
misconception that “Christian” marriages don’t struggle. Don’t make an idol out of marriage, but be two humble worshippers seeking
to love God with all your hearts together.
• Be a community of marriage counselors. Take the marriages of the Body seriously … and personally. Don’t walk away from
struggling spouses like it’s none of your business … it is your business. Don’t condemn or judge, but ask questions, listen, and pray.
• Don’t ever talk about divorce like it’s an option. Don’t use it as a threat or for leverage. Don’t use the vocabulary of the world – “I
deserve to be happy; It’s my turn to have fun now; God wouldn’t want this for me; God will forgive me.” Seek God’s Ideal!
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♦ Church Commitments … To those in marriages with Biblical grounds for divorce
Biblical Life Principles

(1) We Will Fight For Your Marriage – We will not be quick to tell you that
you can get out because the Bible gives you an out. We will be quick to point
out that Yahweh was longsuffering with his faithless, immoral wife Israel
(whom God did send away with her divorce certificate – Isaiah 50:1; Jeremiah
3:8). We will call you to consider your own heart and where you have
disobeyed God and dishonored your spouse even if it is your spouse who is
hard-hearted in breaking the marriage covenant. We will pursue the sinning
brother and practice Biblical church disciple in order to win him/her back
(Matthew 18:15-20). We will call for patience and earnest prayer for the Spirit
of God to do a great work of reconciliation.
(2) We Will Protect You – Our goal is never to arrogantly hold high some
Biblical standard in the name of loving the Word. Our goal is to see the Gospel
transform people and marriages … with the Word. We will defend the heart of
God in protecting those violated by sin (like James 1:27; 2:14-17). We will
error on the side of protecting one in the middle of an abusive situation while
seeking Biblical means to reconciliation. Our desire is to see God use this in
your life for your growth, understanding the restoration of the marriage is
beyond our human control to fix.

Pastoral Exhortations …
• Never look for the “escape clause” but look for the Spirit of God to show up and do a work bigger and greater than you ever
imagined. Be longsuffering and ready to forgive, just as God in Christ has forgiven you (Ephesians 4:32).
• Understanding that rescuing a marriage from divorce is hard, long work … don’t believe the lies of Satan that you deserve what you
are getting. Don’t be silent in your suffering, ask for help, and let people walk with you.
• If the marriage covenant has been broken by sin and through Godly steps divorce can’t be averted, include the leadership God has put
over you for your protection. Let your pastors and elders walk and pray with you, for the health of your own soul, and for the integrity
of your reputation.

♦ Church Commitments … To those having gone through a divorce
Biblical Life Principles

(1) Take Responsibility – Marital conflict is rarely ever the result of only one
party. Though the violation of the marriage covenant may have been
performed by one, often that comes only after responsibilities have gone
ignored, denied, or neglected by both. Do the hard soul-work of prayerful,
Spirit-directed, searching of your own heart (Psalm 139:23-24). Name the
areas in the marriage covenant that you neglected, don’t merely point out what
was done to you. If, and when, you are to get remarried, the success of that
future marriage depends on humble ownership of where you failed. Taking
responsibility at a heart level shows great maturity and that you have learned
and grown through this painful process.
(2) Forgive … and Embrace Forgiveness – Obviously the details of a divorce
are too many to list here, but the heart issues have much in common. If you
have been sinned against and went through a Biblical divorce you must forgive
your ex. They may have never asked for your forgiveness, and therefore
reconciliation can’t take place … but you can still have a forgiving heart.
Without this, you will wallow in bitterness and unrest whether in singleness or
remarriage. On the other side, you need to know even your pursuit of an
unbiblical divorce can be forgiven. Divorce is not the unpardonable sin!
Repent, confess, and embrace the forgiving work of Christ for your sin.

Pastoral Exhortations …
• Though you may have legitimately been sinned against, violated, and victimized … don’t assume the role of the victim. Walk in the
grace of Christ that has redeemed you. Find your sole identity in Jesus. Remember that Christ bore your sin (became the victim) so
you would be justified and could go free. Knowing what we deserve, Christians should never wallow in the wrongs done to us.
• Go deep in your repentance over a broken marriage regardless of whose “fault” it was. Leave the sin done to you with God, it’s His
to bring the righteous consequences. Be quicker to own your part than speak evil toward your ex.
• Read the list of “icky sins” in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and Galatians 5:19-21 noticing that “divorced person” is not on the list. It is
always about owning sin, not about carrying a label. Live a life of ongoing repentance, ever embracing the forgiveness of God.
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♦ Church Commitments … To those divorced seeking remarriage
Biblical Life Principles

(1) Understanding Divorce Leads to Celebrating Remarriage – When we
don’t talk about divorce in the context of the Biblical data it becomes vague
and obscure, which then leads to divorced people feeling like they have to hide
their pursuit of future relationships. We must remember that all persons
Biblically divorced may get remarried. There is no timeline, process, or
“hoops” to jump through outlined in the Bible for remarriage. When we walk
lovingly with one going through divorce we can involve ourselves with them at
a heart level, not merely establish artificial external standards.
(2) Do Your Dating/Courting Openly – Remember that you had a failed
marriage relationship, and let that keep you eager to not repeat sinful patterns.
Be slow, seeking the counsel of elders, so that you have accountability and
input.
(3) Flee Idolatry – You don’t have to be married to have meaning in your life.
Be careful to not make marriage and family your functional savior. A spouse
will never satisfy the deepest longings of your heart, so make sure you take
enough time to root out the idols of your heart before approaching another
marriage covenant.

Pastoral Exhortations …
• We must not think punitively regarding divorce. That somehow refusing remarriage to one who has been divorced is proper punitive
consequences for their past failure.
• Second marriages are no more destined to fail or succeed than first marriages. What matters is if growth occurred, and lessons were
learned through a failed marriage and divorce so that you enter into a remarriage with more maturity.
• We need to keep the Biblical teaching on divorce out in the open so we can approach remarriage with a heart of joy. If we don’t
know how to think about these things, then we won’t know whether we should be excited or not when someone wants to get remarried.

♦ Church Commitments … To those happily married
Biblical Life Principles

(1) Remember Your Vows – Most of the modern marriage vows are built off
of the principles of marriage from the OT and NT that we have discussed in
this paper. The responsibilities of the marriage covenant include: Physical
provision, Marital love, and Sexual fidelity. Do ‘em! Both spouses must be
selflessly committed to providing for their mate. Regularly rehearse together
how you are doing in meeting each other’s needs. Plan date nights, take
weekends away, and communicate your heart on these matters together.
(2) Have Sex – Marital vows include physical labor and the chores around the
house (money, laundry, food, clothing, etc), and sexual intimacy that is joyful
and regular. Paul is abundantly clear in 1 Corinthians 7:4-5 that the married
person does not have authority over his/her own body, and therefore spouses
should not be “holding out on sex” from their mate. Paul says this is one major
way that Satan can attack the marriage. So, my married brothers and sisters,
Have Sex … have lots of it! God invented it, the world has corrupted it, and
worshippers of God within the context of marriage should be enjoying it more
than any others … Righteous, Red-Hot, Monogamy!
(3) Pray Together – Your marriage is growing because of the grace and mercy
of God … never stop asking Him for more and more grace to grow!

Pastoral Exhortations …
• Never settle for “good enough” in your marriage. Unless we are intentional about seeking the heart of our spouse we will drift apart.
Be a student of your spouse and make your marriage your hobby!
• Build times of refreshment and prayer into your marriage every day, every week, every month, and every year. From time on the
couch (with the TV off), to a walk, to a date night (out or at home), to weekends away or evenings out, plan to grow your marriage.
• Please talk about sex. The Satanic traps will wreck you if you aren’t willing to talk about things like frequency, likes/dislikes,
expectations, temptations outside of marriage, etc. Work through any awkwardness and make your sex life worship!
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♦ Church Commitments … To those single and seeking marriage
Biblical Life Principles

(1) Singleness is a Gift – Don’t waste it! It may not be a lifetime gift that God
bestows upon you, but if you are single now enjoy the days God has given you.
Whether you’ve never been married, are divorced, or are now a widow, Paul
described how you are only “concerned about the things of the Lord” (1
Corinthians 7:34). Marriage too is a gift, but the married person is also
concerned about the necessary things of the world. As a single person you are
able to “secure your undivided devotion to the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:35).
How cool is that!
(2) Marriage is a Great Responsibility – The Book of Common Prayer
includes a beautiful statement about entering into the marriage covenant,
reminding participants that it “is not by any to be entered into unadvisedly or
lightly; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God.”
We must do a thorough job of teaching the responsibilities of the marriage
covenant to all who are intent upon entering marriage. Our young people must
know what God expects of them before marriage rather than being informed of
what they have neglected after marriage. We must be a community of faith
that teaches the Biblical content of marriage, divorce, and remarriage to our
children.
(3) Live IN the Body – I don’t think your circle of relationships is complete
within the Body of Christ if as a married person you don’t have single friends,
or as a single person you don’t have married friends. So step out of your
comfortable circles and include some others outside of your marital status.

Pastoral Exhortations …
• We need to champion singleness as a gift from God to be used for the building of the Kingdom. We must never EVER hold up
married life as the only life that pleases God. We must not make idols of our marriages and our children.
• Let’s all do a better job of talking about what God requires in marriage before entering marriage. What can you offer by way of
counsel, example, and prayer to our single or engaged people?

♦ Other Issues …
Death of a Spouse

Unbelieving Spouse

Divorced in Leadership
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The apostle Paul makes it very clear in 1 Corinthians 7:39-40 that when a spouse dies, the living
spouse is free to marry again. The ideal marriage from Genesis 2 between one man and one woman
has ended, in this case, not due to sin, but due to death. And though in the context to which Paul
wrote in Corinth, he advised remaining a widow, he taught that freedom to marriage “in Christ” was
perfectly acceptable.

Again from the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addresses this issue. His teaching is that when a
believer is married to an unbeliever and the unbeliever is willing to stay in the marriage, that the
believing spouse should indeed stay and not pursue divorce for that reason (7:12-13). The Gospel
call there is that this is the very best witness to the unbelieving spouse and the children to come to
embrace Jesus as Lord (7:14, 16). But, he teaches, if the unbelieving spouse chooses to leave, then
“…let it be so” (7:15). This abandonment by the unbelieving spouse was considered divorce, and
again to protect the violated party, they were no longer bound to that marriage.

Again, in an effort to keep the standard of leadership high in the church, some have produced rules
and interpretations of Scripture that go beyond what is being taught. If an individual has gone
through a Biblical divorce with humility and grace, or even went through an unbiblical divorce at
some point and responded with repentance and obedience, this should not exclude them from serving
in the church. The issue is always maturity and love for God in the present, and current qualifications
for ministry. These qualifications for deacon and elder are taught in 1 Timothy 3:1-13 (the pertinent
verses in this matter coming in v2 and 12). The phrase “husband of one wife” literally is “a man of
one woman”, or “a one woman man”, and this is best understood to teach that he is faithfully
committed to his wife, keeping the marriage covenant pure. It is not teaching that a divorced,
widowed, or single person is not ever qualified to be an elder or deacon. To fit the context of these
qualifications, it is calling for these to be the current, ongoing, and growing characteristics of his life.
These qualities of his heart and life, demonstrate that he is “above reproach” and fit to serve.

