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by Keith Johnson 

James: A Faith that Perseveres 

September 3 & 4  Living Day to Day with Jesus | James 5:1-20 

IMMERSE: Beginnings 

September 10 & 11  Introduction to Series 

September 17 & 18  Creation 

September 24 & 25  Abraham 

places and at many different times. Some will 
meet before or after services, others at regular 
small group times throughout the week. 

It sounds simple because it is. The impact of reading 
and sharing together in this fresh, new way, however, 
has proven to be very significant in many people’s 
lives.  

During Life Covenant’s IMMERSE, you’ll read from a 
unique Bible. We’ll distribute these free to everyone 
along with Family Reading Guides. When you open 
your copy, the first thing you’ll notice is that this is no 
ordinary Bible. There are no chapter or verse 
numbers. No study notes or cross-references.  No red 
lettering. That’s because none of these features are 
original to Scripture. Most were added centuries later 
to help us find things.   

IMMERSE helps us understand that the Bible isn’t a 
reference book. First and foremost it’s a story. It’s a 
collection of books, each of which was meant to be 
experienced as a whole. We’ll be using the New Living 
Translation of the Bible, a contemporary translation 
that hopefully makes these five books more 
understandable. It has been laid out in a fresh, new 
format, designed to be read from beginning to end.  In 
addition, you can choose to listen to an audio edition 
of the “Beginnings”. Also, family guides will be 
available to everyone which will include a shorter 
reading and family friendly questions. I encourage you 
as families to engage fully in IMMERSE. 

                 Continued on pg. 2        

  

I’m so excited to introduce you to the journey on 
which we are about to embark this Fall.  You may 
remember that last fall, we did what we called the 
Community Bible Experience.  

This year, we are doing a similar experience using         
a different partner (our denomination), a different 
book, a different part of the Bible, a different 
translation and different questions. (You will hear 
more about this during worship services beginning 
September 10 & 11).  

We’re embarking on IMMERSE, which is designed to 
get all of us to read the Bible less like a reference book 
and more like a story. It’s a lot simpler than most Bible 
studies or church-wide campaigns—and we’ve done 
lots of those!  It consists of a few basic ingredients—a 
unique Bible format, a 40-day reading plan, four 
discussion questions and small groups. 

Start by thinking of Life Covenant’s IMMERSE more 
like a book club than a Bible study. The book we’ll be 
using is called “Beginnings”. We’ll read the Bible and 
then simply talk about what we read.  For these eight 
weeks we will… 

• Read the first five books of the Bible, called the 
Law, the Torah or the Pentateuch.  

• Read to understand with introductions to the 
books and if desired, additional tools that we’ll 
provide.  

• Read together with all kinds of existing and new 
Discussion Groups meeting each week in many 

IMMERSE 

http://lifecchelena.org/
http://lifecchelena.org/
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Nice cat. Two words that are not deep or 
profound or inspirational, but they were life-
changing nonetheless. Jarrett described those 
words as encouraging and affirming, still 
remembers the impact those words had on him, 
and the feelings they stirred in him, some 30 years 
later. I doubt Jack Gantos had any idea the impact 
“Nice cat” would have on his little listener before 
he uttered them. 
 
We may never know which words may have      
the greatest effect on someone. But those 
encouraging words don’t have to include a bunch 
of syllables, or score huge in Scrabble, or be   
really smart-sounding because you can barely 
pronounce them. “Atta boy,” “Atta girl” or “Well 
done” can help build someone’s confidence. A 
simple “thank you” can lift someone who could 
use a little recognition. An affirming “You can do 
it” might be just the nudge someone needs to 
push through a difficult situation.  
 
Just a few simple words can change the course of 
a life. Which is why Paul tells us to “encourage 
one another daily” (Hebrews 3:13). Who will you 
encourage today? 
 

Sean’s written some nice words at 
www.seanconnwriter.com 

            by Sean Connolly 
NICE CAT  

Two words changed the course of Jarrett J. 
Krosocza’s life. Jarrett is the author and illustrator 
of many children’s books, including the graphic 
novel Lunch Lady series which won him the 
Children’s Choice Book Award twice. As he 
describes in his TED Talk from October 2012, 
Jarrett’s mom was a drug addict and in jail most of 
his childhood, so when he was young, things could 
have turned out very differently for him. Raised 
and encouraged by his grandparents, he took to 
drawing and sketching. 
 
When Jarrett was in third grade, Jack Gantos 
spoke to his school about what he did for a living. 
Gantos was an author and illustrator of children’s 
books, books that Jarrett knew and loved. After 
Gantos’s presentation, the children returned to 
their individual classrooms, and began to draw the 
main character from Gantos’s book series, Rotten 
Ralph. Unexpectedly, Gantos appeared in Jarrett’s 
classroom, and began strolling silently up and 
down the aisles of desks, looking at each child’s 
creation.  
 
Coming to Jarrett’s desk, Gantos stopped, tapped 
on his drawing, and softly spoke the only words to 
any child in the room – The Two Words that would 
alter Jarrett’s life: “Nice cat,” and moved on.  
 

Continued from pg. 1        

Each week, participants will share their reflections on 
what they have read with their discussion groups, using 
these   four simple questions: 

 1. What stood out to you this week? 
 2. Was there anything confusing or troubling? 
 3. Did anything make you think differently about God? 
 4. How might this change the way we live? 

When you read whole books of the Bible, you may notice 
things for the first time. You may have questions that you 

have never asked before. You may even come across 
things that trouble you.  These discussion prompts are 
meant to help you navigate the Bible, without giving 
you all the answers.  They're an invitation to wrestle 
with the Bible and ponder its application to your life. 

So get ready for a great experience rediscovering what 
the Bible has to say. And be sure to check out the 
Discussion Group info on the next page of this 
newsletter.  I hope each of you will get connected and 
get involved in IMMERSE. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+3%3A13&version=NIV
https://seanconnwriter.com/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/series/LLD/lunch-lady
https://www.ted.com/talks/jarrett_j_krosoczka_how_a_boy_became_an_artist?language=en


Discover LIFE 
Join us on September 18th at 4pm for an introduction to what Life Covenant Church believes, how it’s 
organized, and how we’re seeking to live out the five purposes God has for our lives. A pizza dinner is 
provided and childcare is available if needed. Please sign-up online, in the church foyer, or by calling the 
Church Office (406-442-6813). 
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Immerse in the Bible Together in LIFE Groups this Fall 

As we embark on the IMMERSE Bible Experience as a church family, we encourage everyone to participate 
in a Life Group for eight to nine weeks this fall (beginning the week of September 20) where you can share,   
discuss and learn together as you read the Word of God. This is the "Community" part of this experience. All 
existing Life Groups are participating and a ton of new groups are being formed so that there is a place for 
everyone! We anticipate groups will meet in homes, at the church, during the week, on the weekend, in the 
morning, over lunch, in the evening, in-person and online. We will publish the entire list of groups by 
September 10, so watch for it and plan to participate. 

 

It's Budget time at Life Covenant Church!  

You can review a copy of the proposed budget and the supporting information about the process either on 

our app, on our website, or in the church foyer or in the office. Listening sessions will be held after each 

service on August 6th and 7th as well as on August 13th and 14th or you can contact leaders to share your 

thoughts throughout the week. We encourage you to be involved in the process.   

 

August Baptisms 
 

Congratulations to Parklyn Heller and Marilyn Hudson  

who were baptized August 6th at Spring Meadow Lake. 
 

Congratulations to Micah and Amelia Daly, son and 

daughter of Jonathan and Kendall Daly, who were 

baptized on August 14th at Life Covenant Church.  

Comfort Food Challenge Fundraiser 
Every year LCC participates in the annual Comfort Food Challenge - a fundraiser for Family Promise. The 
event will be held on Thursday, Sept 8, from 5-7pm at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (3580 N. Benton Ave). 
Bring your family for an outside/inside BBQ and support one of our mission partners serving families in 
Helena. Tickets are $15 and can be purchased at the door, Birds and Beasley's, or the Myrna Loy.  

LCC Budget Updates and Annual Congregational Meeting 

The second draft of the budget and the supporting information about the process either on our app, on our 

website, or in the church foyer and the church office. Listening sessions will be held after each service on 

September 10th and 11th as an opportunity for your input. The final draft of the proposed budget will be 

presented on September 17th and 18th. You are invited to join us on September 25th, at 6pm to vote on the 

final proposed budget at the Annual Congregational meeting. An ice cream social will follow, so we hope you 

will stick around! 
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LCC Preschool Updates 

The first day of preschool is almost here and everyone is excited to begin! We will start our 

year learning "All about Apples." We will use our five senses to examine apples, make apple 

crafts, and also do a few apple science experiments. The LCC Preschool Open House is 

scheduled for Thursday, September 29th at 6:00. It is an exciting night for children and 

families to see the classroom and fellowship together. We are so thankful for all the volunteers who help 

out our preschool program! We are updating our volunteer list for the coming school year.  If you have 

helped out in the past or are interested in volunteering for the first time, please contact the office or 

email preschool@lifecchelena.org. Thank you to everyone for your support of LCC Preschool! 

55+ Better Luncheon  
School year 2022-23 has just begun; do you remember your first days of school---
those "school days, school days, good old golden rule days"?! On Friday, September 
9th at 12pm, come and hear great stories from Marvin Williams who was a teacher,  
school administrator, and basketball coach for years in Helena as well as in other 
places in Montana! Go through your box of treasures and dig out those old class 
pictures, school photos, report cards, awards and other school memorabilia to 
share with us at this month’s luncheon! To top it all off, you can enjoy a special 
“cafeteria" lunch!  Life is good!  Let Mary at the office know you’ll be attending!  

Popsicles in the Park! 

Compassion Tanzania Update 
This past June during VBS, children raised $3,971 to help build wells in Tanzania! We recently received communication 

that all 6 wells have been completed, and three communities now have access to clean running water.   

Karen Lewis 1964 
HS Graduation 

 Kids,  famil ies & friends  

 Saturday ,  September 10th, 7 -8pm  
 Memorial Park (playground entrance)  

     Who:  
    When:   

    Where:  

Cool off with a refreshing treat & connect with other famil ies.  
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September 10th & 11th kicks off our fall Kids Church program!  

All children will move up to their new levels this weekend. At each 

service, following the offering, we’ll dismiss children to one of the 

pods listed below: 
 

• Seedlings / Sprouts pod: ages three and four through 2nd grade (Rm 104) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 
 

This fall, Kids Church will be joining the Immerse Bible Experience! 

From September through mid-November, each lesson will connect 

with and support the week’s readings. 
 

 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org                         

(406) 442-6813 

6 t h - 8 t h  G r a d e  

Starting September 12th 

Weekly | Mondays at 6:30pm 

9 t h - 1 2 t h  G r a d e  

Starting September 7th 

Weekly | Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

• The 2022-2023 AWANA year starts 

September 6 at 6:00pm.  

• Online registration is now open. 

• Use the QR  code or visit 

www.lifecchelena.org to register, order 

supplies, and view the Fall 2022 schedule.  

Ages 2yrs  -  5th  Grade  

Date Theme Bring 

Sept.  6 AWANA Kick Off 
Wear one or all four of the 

AWANA colors 

Sept. 13 Super Hero Night Wear red, white & bule 

Sept. 20 Constitution Day 
Dress as your favorite 

super hero 

Sept. 27 B.A.R.F. Night Bring A Real Friend 

Confirmation Class (7th - 8th Grade, taught by Keith Johnson), will begin September 12th from 6-6:30pm 
To find out more use the QR codes or visit www.lifecchelena.org 
Contact Sam Bodnar | sam@lifecchelena.org  | 406-442-6813 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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800 N. Hoback, Helena, MT 59601 

“And God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I 

am making between me and you and every living 

creature with you, a covenant for all generations to 

come: I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it 

will be the sign of the covenant between me and 

the earth.’”  

 Genesis 9:12-13 


