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It sounds simple because it is. The impact of reading 
and sharing together in this fresh, new way, 
however, has proven to be remarkable. 

During Life Covenant’s Community Bible Experience, 
you’ll read from a revolutionary presentation of 
Scripture called The Books of the Bible. We’ll 
distribute them free to everyone. 

When you open your copy, the first thing you’ll 
notice is that this is no ordinary Bible. There are no 
chapter or verse numbers. No study notes or cross-
references. No red lettering. 

That’s because none of these features are original 
to Scripture. Most were added centuries later to 
help us find things.   

But, the Bible isn’t a reference book; first and 
foremost, it’s a story. It’s a collection of books, each 
of which was meant to be experienced as a whole. 

The Books of the Bible features the complete text of 
the New Testament in the New International 
Version. But, it has been laid out in a fresh, new 
format, designed to be read from beginning to end. 
The books have been rearranged for easier 
understanding—for example, putting Paul’s letters 
in a more chronological order (instead of longest to 
shortest)—so you can follow along more easily. 

 

 Series: Folksongs of Faith (Psalms)  

September 4 & 5  A Service of Psalms 

Series: Community Bible Experience  

September 11 & 12  Making Sense of the Bible (Part 1) 

September 18 & 19  Making Sense of the Bible (Part 2) 

September 25 & 26  Luke: Who is Jesus? 
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I’m so excited to introduce you to the journey on 
which we are about to embark. Our Community 
Bible Experience (CBE) is a different way to read the 
Bible—less like a reference book, more like a story.  
(You will hear more about this during worship 
services beginning September 11 & 12.)   

CBE is a lot simpler than most Bible studies or 
church-wide campaigns—and we’ve done lots of 
those! It consists of a few basic ingredients—a Bible 
unlike any other, a 40-day reading plan, and five 
discussion questions. 

Start by thinking of Life Covenant’s Community 
Bible Experience more like a book club than a Bible 
study. We’ll read the Bible and then simply talk 
about what we read. For these eight weeks we 
will… 

Read big. We’ll read larger portions of the Bible to 
get a view of God’s great plan of redemption. It’s 
about 12 pages a day, 5 days a week.  

Read real. We’ll gain an understanding of the 
context of what we are reading. 

Read together. We’re going to have all kinds of 
existing and new Discussion Groups meeting each 
week in many places and at many different times.  
Some will meet before or after services, others at 
regular small group times throughout the week. 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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isolated reminder. After the initial trigger, typically 
other reminders cascade in. After recognizing these 
reminders, don’t you always get a surprise call from 
that person or meet them in line at the store? “Hey! 
I’ve been thinking of you lately.” The reminders 
seem like pretty strong coincidences.  

So what is going on? We all share a common        
connection, and his name is Jesus. He’s in all of us, 
and through Him we are all connected. He said “You 
are in me, and I am in you.” (John 12:26) So when 
thoughts of someone pop into your head, who do 
you think is putting them there? Jesus reminds you 
of a particular person at a particular time for a     
reason—His reason, whatever that may be. So reach 
out. Call them. Pray for them. And, holy buckets,      
remember He might be reminding them of you    
someday, just when He knows you need the help too. 

 

If you would like more reminders,  visit my blog at 

www.seanconnwriter.com.  

My wife helped coach our friend Julie through the 
birth of her son, and Julie promised she would be 
there to help coach my wife when our baby was 
due. One of Julie’s favorite phrases is the           
exclamation “Holy buckets!” as in “Holy buckets, 
it’s cold outside!” She uses the phrase liberally 
when she could be saying something much  
stronger and more colorful. 

When our daughter arrived six weeks early, we 
rushed to the nearest neonatal intensive care unit, 
an hour and a half drive away. As the nurse and I 
were looking at her in her little incubator, the 
nurse said, “Holy buckets is she doing good.” And 
just like that, Julie was there, just as she had 
promised. During a very tense time, it put me at 
ease for a moment because it was an unexpected, 
yet very welcome, connection to a friend. 

Reminders of people in our lives, both past and 
present, are popping up all the time, if you notice. 
Certain songs. Particular movies. Uttered phrases. 
Unearthed pictures. It never seems to be just one 

by Sean Connolly 
HOLY BUCKETS  

(Continued from page 1) 

Also, kids will get their own versions of the Books 
of the Bible, using the New International Reader 
Version, a simpler translation of the New 
Testament.  

Each week, participants will share their reflections 
on the New Testament with their discussion 
groups, using these five simple prompts: 

• What’s something you noticed for the first 
time? 

• What questions did you have? 

• Was there anything that bothered you? 

• What did you learn about loving God? 

• What did you learn about loving others? 

(And yes, these are a bit different than your 
average Bible study questions, but this isn’t your 
average Bible study!) 

When you read whole books of the Bible, you may 
notice things for the first time. You may have 
questions that you have never asked before. You 
may even come across things that trouble you.  
These discussion prompts are meant to help you 
navigate the Bible, without giving you all the 
answers. They're an invitation to wrestle with the 
Bible and ponder its application to your life. 

So get ready for a great experience rediscovering 
God’s Word. And be sure to check out the 
Discussion Group info on page 5 of this newsletter.  
We hope each of you will get connected and get 
involved! 

http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org 

(7th - 8th Grade) 
OPENING NIGHT - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

FROM 6:00 - 6:30PM 

 

September 11th & 12th kicks off our fall Kids Church 
program! All children will move up to their new    
levels this weekend. At our Saturday and Sunday 
9am services, following the offering, we’ll dismiss 
the children to one of three pods listed below:   
 

• Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

• Sprouts pod: K - 2nd grade (Rm 203) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 
 

*NEW*  At our Sunday 11am service, we’ll have a 
combined Kids Church class in Room 104 for      
Seedlings and Sprouts (ALL kids are welcome) 
 

This fall, Kids Church will be joining the Community 
Bible Experience! From September through mid-
November, each Kids Church lesson will connect 
with and support that week’s readings.  

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

 

The 2021-2022 AWANA year will start with club 
on September 7th at 6:00pm. To help us have 
the best AWANA year ever, please pre-register 
your children. Register online by going to the 
AWANA page on the Life Covenant website.  

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

OPENING NIGHT - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
FROM 7:00 - 9:00PM, Doors open at 6:00PM 

Tuesdays 

Club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Theme Bring 

Sept.  7 AWANA Night 
Wear one or all four of 

the AWANA colors 

Sept. 14 
Constitution 

Day 
Wear red, white & bule 

Sept. 21 
Super Hero 

Night 

Dress as your favorite 

super hero 

Sept. 28 Crazy Hair Night 
Wear the craziest hair 

ever! 

FALL KICK-OFF DATES  

Tuesday, September 7 
6:00-7:30pm   AWANA  

Wednesday, September 8 
7:00-9:00pm   Voltage 

Monday, September 13 
6:00-6:30pm   Confirmation Class 

6:30-8:00pm   En Fuego 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

OPENING NIGHT - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
FROM 6:30 - 8:00PM 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

An Introduction to 

 Life Covenant Church  

    

Discover LIFE is a one-session introduction 
to what Life Covenant Church believes, 
how it is organized, how it is seeking to 
live out the five purposes God has for our 
lives, and our vision for the future.   

Childcare is available if needed. Sign-up in 
the church foyer or by calling the office so 
we know how many will be attending. 

Sunday, September 19                    

4:00-6:00pm                                       

Room 202/204 

Discover LIFE 

 
BUDGET 

It's Budget time at Life Covenant Church. You can review the second draft of the budget and the supporting               
information from handouts in the church foyer or in the office. The next listening sessions will be held after 
each service on September 11 & 12, or you can contact leaders to share your thoughts throughout the week. 
The congregation will vote on the Final Proposed Budget at the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
September 26 starting at 6:00pm. We encourage you to be involved in the process.   
 

55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON — CANCELLED 

The 55 & Better  Luncheon has been cancelled for this month. We’ll keep you posted. 

BAPTISM 

Congratulations to    

Sophie Flynn              

who was baptized        

on August 15                 

at Holland Lake. 

We warmly welcome Kate Plummer 
as our next Pastor of Worship. She 
will be working approximately 20 
hours a week in her role. Kate is 
originally from Australia and has 
been here in Helena for over eight 
years. Kate has extensive experi-
ence leading worship teams. She is 
a great musician with a relational 
and pastoral heart who loves      
seeing people grow in their spiritual 
lives and develop and encourage 
their giftings. In addition, Kate has 
education in Spiritual Formation 
and Discipleship. She is going to be 
a great addition to our staff. She 
will start September 7.  
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EXPERIENCE THE BIBLE TOGETHER IN LIFE GROUPS THIS FALL 
As we embark on the Community Bible Experience as a church family, we 
encourage everyone to participate in a Life Group for eight to nine weeks 
this fall (beginning the week of September 20) where you can share,   
discuss and learn together as you read the Word of God. This is the 
"Community" part of this experience. All existing Life Groups are         

participating and a ton of new groups are being formed so that there is a place for everyone! We anticipate 
groups that meet in homes, at the church, during the week, on the weekend, in the morning, over lunch, in 
the evening, in-person and online. We will publish the entire list of groups by September 10, so watch for it 
and plan to participate. 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
Happy September! 

LCC Preschool is excited to begin another year of learning, playing, creating new friendships and 
growing in Jesus' love. We are thrilled to have full classes with such loving and energetic         
children! 

A "Prehistoric Welcome" is our unit to begin the year. We will create dinosaurs, study them and learn how to   
pronounce all those big names! 

The highlight for September will be our field trip to the East Valley Fire Station. It is really cool when the fire   
fighters let us squirt the hose! It is also very special to learn that Miss Doris was Firefighter Michael's preschool 
teacher many years ago!   

LCC Preschool Open House is scheduled for Thursday, September 30 at 6:00. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
children to share their classroom with their families. 

Thank you for your prayers and support of our wonderful Early Childhood Ministry! 

FAMILY PROMISE SUCCESS! 

Thank you for serving Family Promise during LCC’s August 1-8 host 
week! Two delightful families were impacted because of your 
meals, donations, notes, and overnight hosting!  

The LCC Mission Team wants to encourage you with an update on one of the families who recently          
graduated from the Family Promise program. Tom (not his real name) and his family entered Family Promise 
last fall. He was not employed at that time. Family Promise aided him in obtaining employment at a local  
grocery store. In addition, Tom and his wife were counseled in areas of budgeting, meal planning, parenting a 
special needs child, and were provided access to mental health services.  

By the time the family graduated from the program, a vehicle was purchased, and the family was keeping up 
with regular car payments. Tom has flourished in his work and has even received a couple of pay raises.  
Family Promise helped his son, Eric, to participate in the Youth Build program with Habitat for Humanity, 
which was a great fit for Eric. Tom says he is grateful for his time in the program and still feels a connection. 
He regularly communicates with staff to express his gratitude and to share his continued progress. 

Your participation and funding of Family Promise has a significant influence on the lives of families in our 
community. Please continue to pray for the families served in this important program, and for the staff and 
volunteers providing these critical services.  May you be blessed for your support! 
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By your words I can see             
where I’m going; 

    they throw a beam        
of light on my dark path. 

I inherited your book        
on living;                        

it’s mine forever— 
    what a gift!                 

And how happy                 
it makes me! 

I concentrate on doing    
exactly what you say— 

    I always have              
and always will. 

 
Psalm 119:105, 111, 112      

The Message 


