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BE THE CHURCH  
by Keith Johnson 
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We are about to launch into the fall with a variety of 
children’s, middle school and high school ministries 
getting off the ground. In addition, a full slate of 
small groups and classes will get underway. It’s a 
time when there is a lot of excitement in the air.  

To get us going, I’m going to share a couple of 
sermons on “Don’t Go to Church—Be the Church.” 

Often we say, “I’m going to church.” And, yes, 
there’s an element to that being true—we have 
church building. But the focus of the word “church” 
is us—believers in Jesus Christ, followers of Jesus. 
We are the church and we are instructed to live out 
the five purposes we talk about around here—
worshiping God, fellowshipping with other followers 
of Jesus, discipleship (growing in our faith), ministry 
(serving others in the family of God), and 
evangelism (reaching out to people with the good 
news of Jesus). 

I want to encourage you to prayerfully consider your 
part in the ministries of this congregation. We want 
to invite you into ministry, from being small group 
leaders, to nursery workers, to Middle School 
Enfuego Group volunteers, to AWANA leaders, to 
musicians, to refreshment servers, to ushers…the 
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                                    Guidance for Growing Christians 

September 2 Hope for Growing Christians  
                                   Living Intentionally For Eternity 

September 9  Stop Going to Church — Be the Church 
September 16 Stop Going to Church — Be the Church Part Two 

Life and Legacy 
September 23 Leaving a Legacy 
September 30 Relational Legacies 

list goes on and on. Some of these tasks involve 
great commitment, others can be accomplished by 
serving for a few minutes before and after 
weekend services. On September 8 & 9, we’ll 
further highlight many of these opportunities. 

In addition, we don’t just want to fit people into 
our ministry “boxes”. Perhaps God is leading you to 
begin something new in our congregation. What 
purpose or ministry area might God be talking to 
you about?  

Also, I want to invite you to pray. This is the time of 
year when we prepare to make key decisions as a 
congregation—in particular, who will lead us and 
how we will spend our money. These are critical 
decisions and we make them as a congregation. 
We come to these decisions from a variety of 
perspectives, so pray that God will guide us to 
make wise choices. Our Annual Meeting is 
September 30 starting with dinner at 5:00 followed 
by our meeting at 6:00PM. Everyone is invited. 

We’re about to embark on another school year of 
ministry in our community and around the world, 
and I’m eager to see how God will use all of us 
together to further His kingdom. 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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WHAT IF  

My eyes snapped open when I heard it. I had been 
starting to doze off on a bus tour as part of a 
professional conference. My mind lazily wandered 
from one foggy, disconnected thought to the next. 
Looking out the window as the bus chugged down 
the highway, I caught a glimpse of a sign for an 
approaching exit, and recognized the name of the 
town.  

A girl I went to college with had grown up in that 
town. My thoughts drifted back to years ago, and I 
remembered, recounted and reminisced as my eyes 
drooped. Then my mind switched to questions: 
What’s she doing? Where is she now? What if things 
had turned out different …?  

Anything can trigger a memory. These reminders 
conjure up thoughts, feelings and emotions that 
range from comforting to spine-tingling. A certain 
song prompts you to remember a specific event. A 
smell reminds you of Grandma’s kitchen. A unique 
sound transports you back to the place where you 
first heard it.  

In my case, it was a simple place name that caused 
my thoughts to meander. But I was a different person 

back in college, with different priorities, different 
thoughts, and different motivations.  

Where does your mind go when it wanders? Ever 
catch yourself wondering or dreaming or hoping 
things could’ve been different or better? There is a 
danger in letting our thoughts repeatedly return to 
the past, especially if that past did not include God. 
If we continually dwell on what was, then we begin 
to lose focus on where we are right now, and lose 
sight of where we want to go. 

So before my thoughts drifted too far off the road 
with my “What if …?” question, I heard “Then you 
wouldn’t know me.” Like sudden, strong gust of 
wind, the Lord snapped me back to the present 
tense, and the fog blew away with His answer. I was 
instantly awake, alert, and looking around to see 
who on the bus was invading my thoughts. 

Once we know the Lord, He will provide corrections 
to our course as needed. Which is why Isaiah says, 
“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your 
ears will hear a voice behind you saying, ‘This is the 
way; walk in it’” (30:21).  

Are you listening? 

by Sean Connolly 

FALL KICK-OFF DATES 
 

Wednesday, September 5 

5:45-6:15pm   Confirmation Class 
6:30-8:45pm   EnFuego 
6:30-9:00pm   Voltage 

September 4 & 5 

LCC Preschool Classes Begin 

Tuesday, September 11 

AWANA Open House  

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

The fourteenth year of LCC Preschool is 
ready to begin! The classroom has been 
cleaned and is set up ready for the new 
year.  

Miss Doris has visited all of the children 
at their homes to welcome them to the new school 
year. Supplies have arrived and are tucked away. Lesson 
plans have been prepared and classes are full (almost, 
there is one opening in the 3 yr old TTH class).  

Classes begin Tuesday, Sept 4 and Wednesday, Sept 5.  

Thank you for your prayers and continued support of 
our Early Childhood Ministry at Life Covenant 
Church. We are so blessed!  
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Planting Truth — Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 

September 8th & 9th kicks off our fall Kids Church 
program. All children will move up to their new 
levels this weekend. At each of our services, fol-
lowing the offering, we’ll dismiss the children to 
one of three pods listed below:  

Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

Sprouts pod: kindergarten to second grade (Rm 
203)  

Roots pod: grades three to five (Rm 202/204)  

Life Covenant Kids plants truth and supports our 
children’s growing faith.  

The 2018-2019 year will start with an Open House 
on September 11 at 6:00pm. Families can register, 
meet leaders, order books and uniforms, and find 
out more about the program. Family dinners begin 
on our first AWANA Club night: Tuesday, Septem-
ber 18, at 5:15pm.  

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

Sept. 18 Spaghetti 
Crazy Hair  

Night 

Wear your hair 

as crazy as you 

can 

Sept. 25 Tacos 

Elephant 

Appreciation 

Night 

Sept. 22 - 

National 

Elephant 

Appreciation Day 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Confirmation Class 
(7th-8th Grade)  

September 5 - Confirmation Opening Night, 5:45-6:15pm 

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm,  
Program starts at 6:30-8:45 

Includes Dinner 
 

September 5 - EnFuego Opening Night, 6:30-8:45pm 

September 12 - After School Program, 3:00pm-6:30pm 

NERF WAR 

Friday, September 28, 6:00-9:30pm. Bring your 
friends and join us for a nerf war and games night  

at the church! More details to come.  
Contact Jolanda with questions. 

H I G H  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider 

mattswider@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

For more information call the church 
office at 442-6813 or visit 

lifecchelena.org  

 

September 5 - Voltage Opening Night , 6:30-9:00pm 

September 23 - Recharge, 6:00-7:30pm 

Voltage, Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm, 
Program starts at 6:30-9:00pm 

Includes Dinner 

http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:mattswider@lifecchelena.org


Page 4 N E W S L E T T E R  

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

Investing in LIFE Groups to Become more like Jesus 

As we all get closer to settling into our fall rhythms, how are you planning to intentionally invest in becoming 
more like Jesus Christ? Over the next few weeks, we will share with you all the LIFE Group opportunities that 
are available this fall. A LIFE Group is a gathering of people who come together on a regular basis to grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ—intentionally learning together how to model the life, activities and words of Jesus 
Christ. Some groups will do this through a formal Bible study (using a curriculum) that meets for a limited pe-
riod of time. Other groups will do this through a more informal reflection based on the sermon, other topics 
or Bible passages on a more on-going basis. While each group will look different, our desire is that all of these 
LIFE Groups reflect the following values that we see demonstrated in the life of Jesus: Discipleship is both a 
relational and challenging endeavor; discipleship is about listening and responding to the Word of God; and 
discipleship translates into everyday life. Stay tuned for more information. Remember: Jesus’ call to disciple-
ship never wavers and never changes!  

Healing Hearts Ministry 

Healing Hearts is a Christ-centered, biblically-grounded ministry for women who carry pain from past hurt and 
suffering to find genuine hope and healing in Jesus. For more information on an upcoming group, contact 
Michele Smith at 422-6482. 

55 and Better Luncheon  

Join us for lunch on Friday, September 14 - 12:00pm for lunch with friends. Our September speaker will be 
our new Pastor of Discipleship and Administration, Neil Botts. Come and get to know Neil a little better as he 
shares with us. Call Callie in the church office 
(442-6812) if you plan to attend. 

New Baby Welcome Gifts 

Please help us welcome 
new babies into our Life 
Covenant Church family 
by contributing a pack-
age of newborn-6 months 
diapers or a homemade 
quilt. All donations will be 
collected in the church 
office. Thank you from the LCC Ministry Team!   

"Thank you, Helena Quilters Guild, for the beau-
tiful baby quilts!" 

Baptisms 

There will be a baptism on September 16 after 
the services at 12:30pm at Spring Meadow Lake. 
If you would like to be baptized please contact 
Keith at 442-6813.  
 

Full Hoedown dinner, western entertainment & door prizes  

Attire: Cowgirl casual  We will start our Secret Sister in Christ  

sign-up for this coming year.  Childcare with dinner will be pro-

vided. Sign-up in the foyer. 

FALL WOMEN’S MINISTRY KICKOFF 

October 5, 6:30pm 

Example of Baby  
Welcome Gifts 
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C - N Family  
Camp 2018 

Hiring Facility Setup Crew Member 

We are looking to hire someone to help with facility setup during the week beginning in September in prepa-
ration for the various programs and events at the church. This role will be 7-11 hours per week on Monday-
Thursday afternoons. For more details, please contact Pastor Neil at neil@lifecchelena.org or at 442-6813. 

 

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org
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“… blessed is the one who trusts  

in the Lord, 

    whose confidence is in him. 

They will be like a tree planted  

by the water 

    that sends out its roots by  

the stream. 

It does not fear when heat comes; 

    its leaves are always green. 

It has no worries in a year of drought 

    and never fails to bear fruit.” 
 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 


