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Just Rewards
based on 2 Samuel 1:1—2:7

the books of 2 samuel  
and 1 chronicles record  
the same period of  
history—the reign of 
david, Israel’s greatest 
king. 2 samuel is the  
original history written 
down by the prophets, 
while 1 chronicles fills in 
gaps from the perspec-
tive of the priests.

still in exile, david always thinks 
about saul and jonathan. he 
wonders how their battle with the 
 philistines turned out. a thief who had
    looted the battlefield tries to win  
 david’s favor.

who are
you, and

what brings
you here?

I come from
the battle between
the philistines and

israel. I have great 
news! your old enemy,
king saul is dead—and 

so is prince
jonathan.

how do
you know

this?

I don’t know
how jonathan 

died, but I found 
the king on the 

battlefield. he was 
injured and asked 
me to kill him.  I 
did—and here are 

his crown and 
armband to 

prove it!
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Even though Saul had treated him unfairly, David mourns the deaths of his king and his best 
friend. in his grief, David writes a lament, a mournful song praising Saul and Jonathan. He 
teaches it to all his followers, and they sing it together. it’s called The Song of the Bow. 

so the man who lied to get a reward received a 
different reward—the one he deserved.

the glory
of israel lies 
slain in the 

hills.

how the 
mighty have 

fallen!

do not 
spread this 
evil news,

Do
not give

our enemies a 
reason to
rejoice.

the bow of
jonathan did not 

turn back.

The sword
of Saul did
not retreat.

saul and
jonathan— 

loved in life, 
together in 

death.

They were
faster than eagles 
and stronger than 

lions. 

We
weep because 

Saul, our
father, 
is dead. 

I grieve 
because 

Jonathan, my 
brother, is 

dead.

How the 
mighty have 

fallen!

israel’s
heroes lie

slain in 
the hills. 
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eventually,   
david thinks of 
his own future. 
now that saul 
is dead, david 
knows that 
he can return 
from exile. 
but before 
he makes any 
plans, he 
prays to god.

lord, 
shall I return 
now to my own 

people in 
judah?

god tells david to 
go home—and when he 
does, the people of 
judah welcome their 
hero and make him 
king of their tribe.

god
bless
king

david!

long
live the

king!

for his first act as king, david commends 
the men from jabesh gilead, who had snuck 
past the philistines to make sure that saul 
and jonathan received an honorable burial. 
he promises that he and god will show them 
favor for their bravery.
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in turn, joab rallies 
david’s men and meets 
abner’s army at the 
pool of gibeon. for 
a moment, the two 
armies face each 
other, uncertain what 
to do against their 
own countrymen. the 
first blow in this 
battle will mark the 
beginning of a civil 
war.

without wasting any time, abner marshals
 what is left of saul’s army and rides
     against joab and david’s forces.

Now that King Saul is dead, David is made king of his own tribe of Judah. But 
trouble brews across the Jordan River. Saul’s most powerful general, Abner, 
declares that Saul’s youngest son, ish–Bosheth, is king over all the other 
tribes of israel. But the crafty general knows that ish–Bosheth is so weak 
that Abner himself will always be the real power behind the throne. 

Royal Rivals  based on 2 Samuel 2:8—3:21

but will the 
people support 
me, abner? David 
has many loyal

followers.

that’s why
we must wipe him
out right now. if

we wait, he will be
strong enough to
take your kingdom

from you.
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the 24 champions fight, but 
they are so evenly matched 
that they kill each other to 
a man. In the fierce battle 
that follows, abner’s army 
is pushed back.

Run!

when he sees david’s forces, abner knows it
will be a tough fight. so he takes a cue from
an old enemy, goliath, and challenges joab
to select champions for combat.

joab grabs his
brother asahel.

come, joab, 
we both want to
spare our men’s
lives. after all, 
we’re all sons of 
jacob, related by 
blood and by god. 
you choose 12 men, 
and I’ll choose 12 

men. let them fight, 
and the victor 
can claim the 

victory.

quickly! if we
can kill abner,
all resistance
to david will
disappear.
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david’s nephew focuses
his pursuit on abner.

no,  
I will

not let  
you get 
away!

knowing he can’t outrun the younger man,
abner stops suddenly and plants his 
spear in the ground. asahel is running so 
quickly that he can’t stop in time—
  and is killed.

the battle is a victory for david’s men. 
they kill 360 of abner’s forces and 
lose only 20 soldiers themselves—
including asahel. but when joab learns 
of his brother’s death, he is filled 
with grief and the need for revenge.

Go back,  
asahel! I know 
your brother 
Joab. I don’t 
want to have 
to kill you.



Lesson 7, Page 7

With each battle, David grows
stronger. ish–Bosheth grows more 
fearful by the day. Not only does 
he fear David, but he also starts 
to distrust Abner’s motives. One 
day, he accuses Abner.

Abner had realized that David would
eventually defeat ish–Bosheth. He wanted 
to switch his loyalties anyway, and this 
gives him just the excuse. Abner carries 
out his threat and offers to help David 
add the rest of israel to his kingdom.

david replies with an 
invitation to a feast.

thank
you for your 
kindness. I’ll

join forces with
you. you, my lord, 

will reign over
all israel!

I’ve
spoken with
the other

tribes. they
will bow to
you if I say
the word.

How dare
you question me!
just for that, I
will transfer my

allegiance to david.
by losing me, you
just lost your

kingdom.



2. What will you do? (Have 
everyone share an idea!) It’s 
hard to share what you earn 
with someone who helped you 
just a bit on a project while you 
worked up a sweat. We know 
from 1 Samuel 30 that when a 
third of King David’s fighting 
men were too tired to keep 
pursuing their enemies, David 
still rewarded these non-fighting 
men who remained behind to 
guard supplies. David divided 
the spoils of battle equally with 
all his team, even those whose 
job appeared less important. 
You please God when you share 
a final reward with others who 
help you complete a bigger task.  

3. How do you feel about shar-
ing even when it doesn’t seem 
fair? What makes it hard to do 
good to someone else when you 
put in most of the effort? What 
things can you share this week to 
please God?

    faith
forward

Read more this week about sharing with others: 

a 1 Samuel 30:1–25       a Psalm 112:5       a Romans 12:9-13

4. Write down how you feel when someone lovingly shares with you. 
Make a family list of people who are good examples for how to share 
willingly. Make a second list of who you can share with this week.

in touch with God

  key verse 
And do not forget to do good and 
to share with others, for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased.
     Hebrews 13:16
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Pause a minute

Play it out

Take a look back

Record your thoughts

devotional                                             PIX

1. Gather your family together. 
Your neighbor just paid you $50 
for your help with house and 
yard projects. You worked hard 
after school and on the weekends 
to earn the money. Even though 
you were hired for the job, your 
younger sister helped you for 
half an hour. Do you keep all 
the cash or share some with 
her? Before you decide, read 
Hebrews 13:16.


