
Biblical Prayers 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen.” 
(Note:  Some use, “And forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us.”  Or  “And forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.” ) 
 

The pattern: 
• We express our love to God.   
• We commit ourselves to God’s 

purpose and will for our lives.  
• We ask God to provide for our 

needs.  
• We ask God to forgive our 

sins.  
• We ask God for spiritual     

protection.  
• We remember who God is.  
 

Praying with Jabez 
“Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge 
my territory! Let your hand be with me, 
and keep me from harm so that I will be 
free from pain.”  

1 Chronicles 4:10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalms 

 

Psalm 8, 12, 13, 16, 36, 51, 69, 143 
 

Example:  
 

“Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
    blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned 
    and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are right in your verdict 
    and justified when you judge. 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” 

Psalm 51:1-4, 10 
 

Praying with Paul 
 

Ephesians 1:17-19, Ephesians 3:16-
21, Philippians 1:9-11, Colossians 
1:9b-12 
 

Example: 
 

“I pray that out of his glorious riches he 
may strengthen you with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, may have power, 
together with all the Lord’s holy people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ, and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge—that 
you may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God.” 

Ephesians 3:16-19 
 

 
 

 

“The Peace Prayer”  
St. Francis 

 

“Lord, make me an instrument of your 
peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
when there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand, 
to be loved as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. Amen.” 
 

George Herbert 
 

“Enrich my heart, mouth, hands in me, 
With faith, with hope, with charity, 
That I may run, rise, rest with thee. 
Amen.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical Prayers:  
 

Thomas á Kempis 
 

“Grant to us, O Lord, 
to know that which is worth knowing, 
to love that which is worth loving, 
to praise that which pleases you most, 
to esteem that which is most precious 
unto you, 
and to dislike whatsoever is evil in your 
eyes. 
Grant us true judgment to distinguish 
things that differ and above all to search 
out and do what is well pleasing to you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 
 

“The Serenity Prayer”  
Generally attributed to Reinhold 
Niebuhr 
 

“God grant me the serenity  
to accept the things I cannot change;  
courage to change the things I can; 
and wisdom to know the difference.  
Living one day at a time;  
Enjoying one moment at a time;  
Accepting hardships as the pathway to 
peace;  
Taking, as He did, this sinful world 
as it is, not as I would have it;  
Trusting that He will make all things 
right if I surrender to His Will; 
That I may be reasonably happy in this 
life and supremely happy with Him 
Forever in the next. Amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Portion of “The Universal     
Prayer” Clement XI 
 

“Lord, I believe in you: increase my faith. 
I trust in you: strengthen my trust. 
I love you: let me love you more and more. 
I am sorry for my sins: deepen my sorrow. 
I worship you as my first beginning. 
I long for you as my last end. 
I praise you as my constant helper, 
and call on you as my loving protector. 
Guide me by your wisdom, 
correct me with your justice, 
comfort me with your mercy, 
protect me with your power. 
I offer you, Lord, my thoughts: to be fixed 
on you; 
my words: to have you for their theme; 
my actions: to reflect my love for you; 
my sufferings: to be endured for your great-
er glory. 
I want to do what you ask of me: 
in the way that you ask, 
for as long as you ask, 
because you ask it. 
Lord, enlighten my understanding, 
strengthen my will, purify my heart, 
and make me holy. Amen.” 
 

Prayers for Children 
 

At bedtime 
 

“Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the 
Lord my soul to keep. 
Guard me Jesus through the night, wake me 
with the morning light. Amen.” 
 

ABC Prayer 
 

Children can pray for something or 
someone using each letter of the al-
phabet.  Example: 
 

A – Aunt Sue 
B – Bobby 
C – Church 
 

For meals 
 

“God is great and God is good, 
Let us thank Him for our food. 
By His hands we all are fed, 
Thank you Lord for daily bread. Amen.” 
 

“Thank you for the world so sweet, 
Thank you for the food we eat. 
Thank you for the birds that sing, 
Thank you, God, for everything. Amen.” 
 

“Come Lord Jesus be our guest, let this 
food to us be blessed. 
Help our bodies to be strong, please be 
with us all day long. 
Come Lord Jesus be our guest, let this food 
to us be blessed.” 
(Can be sung to the tune of  
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star”) 
 

Prayer Acronyms                    
 

A  –  Adoration   
C  –  Confession   
T  –  Thanksgiving  
S  –  Supplication  
 
P  –  Praise 
R  – Repentance 
A  –  Acknowledge Answers 
Y  –  Your needs 
 

Five Short Prayers 
• Search me   Psalm 139:23-24 
• Break me    Ecclesiastes 3:1-3 
• Stretch me   John 3 
• Lead me       Psalm 5:8 
• Use me         Isaiah 6:8 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Patterns 
for Prayer 

 

Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.  

 Colossians 4:2 

Corporate Prayer of            
Confession 
Source unknown, used in our services 
 

“Merciful God, 
We confess to you now that we have sinned. 
We confess the sins that no one knows and 

the sins that everyone knows. 
We confess the sins that are a burden to us 

and the sins that do not bother us because 
we have grown used to them. 

We confess our sins as a church. 
We have not loved one another as Christ 

loved us. 
We have not forgiven one another as we have 

been forgiven. 
We have not given ourselves in love and   

service for the world as Christ gave himself 
for us. 

Father, forgive us.  
Send the Holy Spirit to us that he may give us 

power to live as by your mercy, you have 
called us to live.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


