
O
C

T
O

B
E

R
 

M
E

S
S

A
G

E
S

 

BY KEITH JOHNSON 

October 21 & 22  
Understanding Gifts of the Spirit—Part One 
 

October 28 & 29  
Understanding Gifts of the Spirit—Part Two 

friends several ministers in Helena who hold 

views different than my own on this subject. It’s 

so important as churches to understand that, 

while we may have some doctrinal differences, 

while we even may have some differences on 

the work of the Holy Spirit, we together share 

the good news of Jesus Christ in the Helena 

Valley. We are on the same team. 

As we wrap up our series in the weeks to come, 

I hope you will have your questions answered. I 

will do my best to not duck any questions 

about the person and work of the Holy Spirit. 

As God enables me, I will give the best teaching 

on this subject that I know how. And I want to 

ask everyone to study together in a spirit of 

humility. Let’s guard the unity that God has 

given us. 

I also want to add a quick update on our Pastor 

of Student Ministries search. We have 

narrowed it down to just a few candidates. We 

will be continuing with interviews and in-

person visits in the coming weeks. Please 

continue to pray for people who are working 

behind the scenes on this important process.  

Churches should demonstrate unity as they 

live out their mission in the our world today,  

but often times churches get divided on a 

variety of issues. One of those topics is the 

role, nature, and work of the Holy Spirit. Even 

in our own community of Helena, there are 

great differences about the Holy Spirit among 

churches. At times, historically, this has led 

well-meaning Christians to disagree, 

sometimes in unloving and divisive ways 

within a particular congregation. And, 

sometimes to the point where they might 

leave a church or divide a church. 

As we have been talking about the Holy Spirit 

over the past weeks, I’ve been encouraged 

that even though we may have some 

differences of opinion, I have sensed a real 

atmosphere of love and support and a desire 

to fully understand. We’ve not been afraid to 

diligently study and to examine Scripture 

carefully, and we’ve shown that we can 

worship together and serve together even 

with some differences.  

In addition, I’m very glad to say that I count as 

Thoughts From Keith 
Unity in the Spirit 

Sept. 30 & Oct. 1  
Direction and Guidance—Part One 
 

October 7 & 8  
Direction and Guidance—Part Two 
 

October 14 & 16  
Understanding the Fruit of the Spirit 
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In 1686, notorious pirate John Bannister and 

the crew of his ship, the Golden Fleece,  

engaged the British Navy in battle around an 

island just off of the Dominican Republic. 

They had been hiding and performing 

maintenance on the ship when they were 

discovered. Bannister and his crew escaped, 

but the Golden Fleece was badly damaged 

and sank, and remained undiscovered for 

over 320 years. 

In his book Pirate Hunters, Robert Kurson 

describes the search in 2009 by John 

Chatteron and John Mattera to find the 

wreck of the Golden Fleece. Legends and 

stories passed down over the ages had 

always placed the ship near an island called 

Cayo Levantado. A shipwreck expert they 

consulted with insisted the ship was located 

off this island. In fact, he was so sure of it, he 

financed Chatterton and Mattera’s search in 

the area for over two years. But they never 

found anything.  

After being continually frustrated in their 

search, they finally realized if they wanted to 

find what they were looking for, they needed 

to think differently. They finally recognized 

that to find a pirate ship, you had to think 

like a pirate. Seems obvious, but nobody else 

had for 320 years, which is why everyone 

else kept pointing them to the wrong island.  

So they thought: Where would be the best 

place to hide a ship and crew for a few days? 

BY SEAN CONNOLLY 

What kind of defenses could they put up if 

they were discovered? What’s the escape 

route? Where would they get fresh water? 

And they began to realize that there was no 

way any respectable pirate would use Cayo 

Levantado as a hiding place. So they searched 

for other locations, and they discovered the 

wreck off a different island several miles 

away.  

We’re all like the pirate hunters, searching for 

something rare and valuable, whether that is 

sunken treasure, or better relationships, or 

peace, or meaning and purpose in our lives. 

However, they didn’t find what they were 

looking for until they decided to tune out 

what everyone else was doing and suggesting 

and insisting, and thought like the person 

they wanted to be like. 

Neither will we – until we begin to think like 

Jesus. Until we prioritize what He prioritizes. 

Until our hearts rejoice at the things His heart 

rejoices over. Until we understand the value 

of serving and sacrificing for others. In other 

words, “you’ll do best by filling your minds 

and meditating on things true, noble, 

reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—

the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the 

ugly; things to praise, not things to curse” 

Philippians 4:8, Message. Who are you 

thinking like? 

 

Discover what Sean is hunting for at 

www.seanconnwriter.com  

Free Range Devotions 
Pirate Hunters 

Page 2 O C T O B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 2 3  

https://seanconnwriter.com/


Upcoming Events 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

We invite you to come and be a part of our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

October 1st between services at 10:05am. We will hear the annual “State of the Church” 

address, vote on the final budget, and select new leaders. 

 

55 and Better Octoberfest Luncheon 

Fall has fallen and it’s time to celebrate! Join us on Friday, October 13th at 12 noon for our 

Oktoberfest Luncheon. We will be enjoying some good old-fashioned Brats, (Root) Beer and 

potato salad prepared by Fraulein Nina and her crew. Let Mary in the church office know 

you’ll be attending, we hope to see you there! 

 

Discover Life 

Join us on October 15th at 4pm for an introduction to what Life Covenant Church believes, 

how it’s organized, and how we’re seeking to live out the five purposes God has for our lives. 

A pizza dinner is provided and childcare is available if needed. Please sign-up online, in the 

church foyer, or by calling the Church Office (406-442-6813). 

The Life Council  
by Laura Tremaine 
 

 

Hello, Fellow Readers. 

What kind of friend are you?  I’m not asking 

whether you think you’re a good or a bad 

friend, although that’s a perfectly legitimate 

and worthwhile question to ask 

ourselves.  No, I’m wondering whether 

you’d consider yourself someone’s “Daily 

Friend” or their “Battle Buddy” or even 

more timely, their “Password Protector 

Pal”.  Laura Tremaine’s newest book, The 

Life Council, sorts through 10 different 

kinds of friends she’s identified throughout 

her life and explores what each brings 

uniquely to a relationship.  This is a book 

about friendship for adults. 

Reading through the different types of friends 

continually brought to mind the faces of dear 

people who have impacted my life in 

meaningful ways.  I also identified myself in 

many of the descriptions.   

We’ve been hearing how America is in the 

midst of an epidemic of loneliness.  It’s ironic 

then, that this very important relationship, 

friendship, is taken for granted.  We assume 

that friends will just…”happen”, whereas the 

reality is just the opposite.  Friendship implies 

an easy, organic relationship.  Instead we 

realize that maintaining a friendship takes 

time and effort. 

Happy reading! 

(TO BE READ) 
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Volunteer with Family Promise Week 

Life Covenant Church members will be serving for a week of Family Promise from October 

22nd-29th. The families will be staying at First Christian Church during the week, and we will 

provide meals, pantry items, and overnight hosts. Please sign up in the Church foyer during the 

services or call Janice Mackensen (406) 459-9148 or Mary Anderson (406) 422-2969. 
 

Helena Food Share Fundraiser 

Thrivent is partnering with Helena Food Share to help raise funds for their capital campaign to 

build a new Community Food Resource Center. Your gift will ensure everyone in our 

community has access to nutritious food. For every $2 donated to Helena Food Share, Inc. 

through this online campaign, Thrivent will add $1 up to an additional match of $3,000! And 

then, the funds we raise will be matched again by the Otto Bremer Trust, up to 

$250,000 total. Gifts of all amounts are significant and will help us reach our 

goal! The Thrivent Match campaign will run from October 2nd through November 

6th and the funds must be given thru our online campaign to get counted towards the 

match. Join us in support of Helena Food Share, scan the QR code to give now. 

Opportunities to Get Involved 

The African Children’s Choir will be preforming at the Helena Middle School, 1025 N. Rodney. 

While the concert is free, an offering is taken at the performance to support their programs, 

which include education, relief and development, food assistance and outreach in the areas of 

Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and South Africa. Our church is also partnering with the Cathedral of 

Saint Helena to make this event happen.  

AFRICAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR OCTOBER 4TH @ 7PM 
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Operation Christmas Child 

It’s almost time! Operation Christmas Child delivers great joy and 

the good news of Jesus Christ to children in need around the world 

through gift-filled shoeboxes. Each box is packed full of quality 

toys, school supplies, and personal care items that become a 

tangible expression of God's immense love. For many, it is their 

first Christmas gift ever! Delivered by our local church partners, 

shoebox gifts provide an opportunity to present the Gospel to boys 

and girls in a clear, child-friendly way.  
 

Ways to help: 

Packing a Shoebox: While we encourage you to repurpose your 

own shoeboxes, there will be additional boxes available in the 

church foyer beginning the weekend of October 14th & 15th.  
 

Donate: You can also make a donation to cover shipping at 

www.samaritanspurse.org/occ or by check. Use the brochure’s 

attached envelopes and place it inside your shoebox. 

 

Find more resources, donate, or build a shoebox online at 

www.samaritanspurse.org/occ. Shoeboxes will need to be returned 

to the church by Nov 12. Contact Kelsey Benning at (406) 595-9050. 

 

 
LCC Preschool Happenings 

Our first month of preschool has been a ton of fun! 

Our first field trip of the year was to Spring Meadow 

Lake. We were blessed with the perfect weather to 

watch for signs of fall. This October, we will continue 

talking about the changes we see as summer 

transforms into autumn, that’s why we'll be studying 

"What's the Weather?" We will end the month 

exploring Pumpkins! The preschoolers will see, smell, hear, touch, and taste all 

sorts of pumpkins.  We will also have a costumed Pumpkin Party!  
 

Want to Help? 

We would love to have you volunteer to help in our classroom!  Please 

let us know if you are interested in helping as a classroom assistant or 

are available for when we do special projects as a class. 

Email preschool@lifecchelena.org or 406-442-6813. Harmony Letang,  
Preschool Teacher 
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At each service, following the offering, we’ll dismiss children to one of 

the pods listed below:  

 

• Seedlings / Sprouts pod: ages 3 and 4 through 2nd grade (Rm 104)  

• Roots pod: 3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204)  

 

 
For ages 2yrs to 5th grade. The club meets 
weekly on Tuesdays from 6pm to 7:15pm. 
There is a family dinner that starts at 5:15. Find 
more info on our website lifecchelena.org 

9th - 12th Grade 

Weekly | Wednesdays at 6:30pm  

Doors open at 5:30pm     

October 18th NO Voltage 

6th - 8th Grade 

Weekly | Mondays at 6:30pm 

Doors open at 5:45 

October 16th NO En Fuego 

Kids Matter. We invite YOU to invest more deeply into the lives of our 

kids here at Life Covenant. Kids Church teachers have flexible 

schedules. Lessons and materials are prepared for you each week. Talk 

to Deanna today.  
 

Current openings: 
Nursery, Kids Church Leader, Kids Church Helper 
When: 
One Service on Saturday or Sunday, Sept-Dec. 
Commitment: 
One time, once or twice a month, or every week. 

 
 

Contact:  Mary Eder   
mary@lifecchelena.org  (406) 442-6813 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

Oct. 3 
Chicken & 

Rice 
Parent Night 

Bring your parent to 

AWANA 

Oct. 10 
Mac & 

Cheese 

Operation 

Christmas Child 

Bring a small toy to 

pack for OCC 

Oct. 17 NO AWANA NO AWANA NO AWANA 

Oct. 24 Tacos Store Night N/A 

Oct. 31 NO AWANA NO AWANA NO AWANA 

7th - 8th Grade  

Taught by Keith Johnson 

Weekly | Mondays at 6:00pm 

October 16th NO En Fuego 

CONFIRMATION 
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LCC will be organizing a medical/dental team 

traveling to Tanzania, East Africa, in October 

2024.  They will be staying on the campus of 

the International Evangelism Center (IEC) and 

hosted by Bishop Eliudi Issangya. Many of you 

know Bishop Eliudi from his yearly visits to LCC 

and other churches in Helena. For those not 

familiar with IEC/IEO, it is in northeastern 

Tanzania near Mount Kilimanjaro. The ministry 

trains pastors and leaders in spreading the 

gospel in Tanzania and other African countries. 

In addition to the Bible school there are primary, secondary, and trade schools; as well as a 

medical clinic, orphanage, farm, radio station, and water well drilling components to the 

ministry. The team will be working alongside the Tanzanian healthcare staff, provide 

training, and administering primary health care to a rural population. Non-traveling 

participants (our home team) will be needed to pray, to help gather supplies and assemble 

those supplies to load on a container in early spring of 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

We have begun gathering medical supplies and would love your help in collecting the items 

listed above. The deadline for donated supplies is February 15, 2024, and there is a 

collection tub in the foyer of the church. Please contact Sami Butler at 406-461-8797 with 

any questions or if you would like to be a part of the home team. Thank you for investing in 

this project!  

 

 Donation Items Needed: 

Adult and child vitamins (No gummies) 

Antibiotic Ointment 

Bar Soap 

Cortisone Cream 

Fungal Cream 

New Reading Glasses (all strengths) 

Ibuprofen (adult, child & infant) 

Toothbrushes (No toothpaste) 

Tylenol (adult, child & infant)  

Gauze pads and gauze rolls 

Tanzania medical mission trip 2007 

2024 Medical Mission Trip to Tanzania 
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Return Service Requested 

Life Covenant Church 
800 North Hoback 
Helena, MT  59601 

Periodicals 
US Postage Pd. 

002231 
Helena, MT   

 

POSTMASTER 

Send address change to 

Life Covenant Church 

800 N. Hoback, Helena, MT 59601 

Just as you can hear the wind 

but can’t tell where it comes 

from or where it will go next, 

so it is with the Spirit.  

John 3:8 The Living Bible
 Watercolor by Claire Bischoff 

 PRINT 130 COPIES 


