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by Keith Johnson 

IMMERSE: Beginnings 

This month we will be hearing sermons from various books of the law: 

Oct. 2 & 3              Genesis    Oct. 22 &23          Leviticus 

Oct. 8 & 9              Exodus    Oct. 29 & 30         Numbers 

Oct. 15 & 16         Exodus 

 

These questions then guide us in group 

discussions which are more like a book club.  

It’s not too late to get involved. We still have 

many copies of Beginnings and the family 

guide still available. You are still welcome to 

join a group and have open conversations 

about what you are reading. Contact Neil to 

get connected.  

I personally have been listening and following 

along with the written text at the 

same time. I find that to be very 

helpful, especially while getting 

past some of those long names 

and genealogies. You might try 

that. Again, it’s not too late to get 

involved. Just pick up the reading 

where we are currently. When 

you receive this newsletter, we’ll 

be starting week three—with the 

book of Exodus. You can catch up 

later. Join us for Beginnings! 

“I didn’t know that was in there.” 

“That was disturbing.” 

“I found those stories fascinating.” 

“I couldn’t stop reading.”  

Those are just a few of the comments I’ve 

heard in the first couple of weeks of 

Beginnings. As a church we are reading the 

book Beginnings, a uniquely designed Bible 

which uses the New Living Translation. This 

reformatted version removes 

the distracting chapter and 

verse notations, which were not 

a part of the original Hebrew 

text,  and helps us to read and 

understand the stories of the 

Bible. We are asking four 

questions as we read:  

1. What stood out to you this 

week? 

2. Was there anything 

confusing or troubling? 

3. Did anything make you think 

differently about God? 

4. How might this change the way we live?  

BEGINNINGS 

http://lifecchelena.org/
http://lifecchelena.org/
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I wouldn’t be able to change where the truck 
actually was (still Sioux Falls, apparently), or 
how fast the truck could travel to get here. 
The next day when the tracking system 
updated, the item was in Rapid City and then 
Wyoming. 
 
And so I was forced to wait. 
 
Often times, we tend to feel like we’re left 
waiting for deliveries from God. We keep 
pleading and praying for Him to answer us, to 
make things work out the way we want and 
expect, and to meet our time frame. We know 
He could provide relief from pain, rescue us 
from troubles, and remove persecution if He 
showed up and made His presence known. 
 
Except, the arrival of God’s answers often 
does not align with our desires and schedules. 
Therefore, we never really know when his 
delivery will arrive. But God does.  
 
In Isaiah 49:8, He says, “In the time of my 
favor I will answer you” (my emphasis). He has 
the keys. He’s in the driver’s seat. He has the 
tracking information, and is on His way. We 
just need to trust Him to arrive at exactly the 
right time. 

            by Sean Connolly DELIVERY  

My frustration mounted as I stared out the 
front door, waiting. As part of a home 
improvement project, a freight shipment was 
supposed to arrive by 5:00 pm that day. Since 
it was freight with the items on a pallet, this is 
not your typical FedEx or UPS on-time 
delivery. The freight company’s tracking 
system showed the item had left the factory in 
Wisconsin, checked in at Sioux Falls, and was 
“out for delivery” to Helena on that particular 
day. 
 
In my mind, it could show up any time that 
afternoon, so I rearranged the calendar to be 
home when the truck arrived, check our item 
for damage, and sign for the delivery. I had 
told our contractor about the expected 
delivery date, so they could plan their 
schedule accordingly. 
 
But 4:00pm came and went. 5:00pm passed. 
6:00pm evaporated. Nothing. No call. No 
word. No update on the tracking website. 
Even if I had someone to call and complain to, 

September Baptisms  

Congratulations to Hurley Hern and Sylas Clanin who were 

baptized on September 17th at Spring Meadow Lake. 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

55+ Better Luncheon  
It’s an Oktoberfest Celebration! Come to our German pub on Friday, October 
14th at 12pm, and get ready for brats, German potato salad, apple strudel, 
and (root) beer or apple cider! Lederhosen encouraged! Let Mary know in the 
church office that you’ll be attending!    

Family Promise 

Life Covenant will be hosting another week of Family Promise October 16-23rd. The families 
will be staying in our church during our host week and we will provide meals, pantry items, and 
overnight hosts. Please sign up in the foyer to participate or call Mary Anderson (406-422-
2969) or Janice Mackensen (406-459-9148). Thank you so much for serving! 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

On Sunday, September 25th, we held our annual meeting. It was an encouraging time 
reflecting on what God has been doing through the people of Life Covenant Church. At the 
meeting we didn’t have a quorum so while our decisions about new leaders and a new budget 
were unanimous, they weren’t official. In light of that, we will be having a congregational 
meeting between the services on Sunday, October 9, to vote on the new budget and the new 
leaders. I encourage you to pick up a copy of the “Summary of the Annual Meeting” or read it 
online at our website in the days ahead. It includes my “State of the Church” address, Mike 
Hatten’s Financial report, and background information about our nominated new leaders.  
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LCC Preschool Updates 

Happy Fall! Our first month of preschool has been filled with the excitement of new friendships and new 

experiences. In October, we will start out exploring all the signs of Autumn and how nature is changing 

all around us. Later in the month, we will investigate the moon, stars, and outer space. This is a great 

opportunity for us to use our imaginations. At the end of the month, pumpkins of all shapes and sizes will 

fill our room.  We will count, measure, and examine them inside and out. Additionally, we still have a few 

openings in the Tuesday/Thursday class for 3-year-olds. Please email preschool@lifecchelena.org or call 

406-442-6813 if you have any questions about enrolling.  

Family Movie Night 

You are invited to join us on Saturday, October 29th, for popcorn, fellowship, 

and fun as we watch a short movie from the "What's in the Bible?" series. 

The movie is suitable for all ages and will tie into our Immerse Bible 

Experience. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall after the evening service. The 

30 minute movie will start at 7pm following the. We will finish with time for 

conversation and reflection.  

Operation Christmas Child 

It’s almost time for Operation Christmas Child! Operation Christmas Child delivers great joy and the good 

news of Jesus Christ to children in need around the world through gift-filled shoeboxes. Each box is packed 

full of quality toys, school supplies, and personal care items that become a tangible expression of God's 

immense love. For many, it is their first Christmas gift ever! Delivered by our local church partners, shoebox 

gifts provide an opportunity to present the Gospel to boys and girls in a clear, child-friendly way. 

Ways to help: 

Packing a Shoebox: While we encourage you to repurpose your own shoeboxes, there will be additional 

boxes available in the church foyer beginning the weekend of Oct. 8th and 9th. Find more resources, 

donate, or build a shoebox online at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ. Shoeboxes will need to be returned to 

the church by Nov 13. 

Donate: You can also make a donation to cover shipping at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ or by check. 

Use the brochure’s attached envelopes and place it inside your shoebox. 

 If you have any question contact Kelsey Benning at kacalnan@gmail.com  

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
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At each service, following the offering, we’ll dismiss children to one of 

the pods listed below: 
 

• Seedlings / Sprouts pod: ages three and four through 2nd grade (Rm 104) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 
 

This fall, Kids Church will be joining the Immerse Bible Experience! 

From September through mid-November, each lesson will connect 

with and support the week’s readings. 
 

 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org                         

(406) 442-6813 

6 t h - 8 t h  G r a d e  

Weekly | Mondays at 6:30pm 
9 t h - 1 2 t h  G r a d e                   

Weekly | Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

Ages 2yrs  -  5th  Grade  

• Tuesdays from 6:00-7:30pm 

• Dinner at 5:15pm 

• Use the QR  code or visit 

www.lifecchelena.org to register, order 

supplies, and view the 2022-23 schedule.  

Date Theme Bring Dinner 

Oct. 4 Parent Night 
Bring a parent                   

to AWANA 

Chicken                

and Rice 

Oct. 11 
Operation Christmas 

Child 

Bring a small toy to 

pack for OCC 
Mac & Cheese 

Oct. 18 No AWANA N/A N/A 

Oct. 25 Store Night N/A Tacos 

Confirmation Class  
Taught by Keith Johnson | 7th - 8th Grade     
Weekly | 6-6:30pm 

To find out more use the QR codes or visit www.lifecchelena.org 
Contact Sam Bodnar  sam@lifecchelena.org  406-442-6813 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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