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In Acts 7, the first Christian martyr, Stephen, is 
challenged by religious leaders and he makes a 
strong defense of the gospel. The last verses of the 
chapter state that as Stephen is finishing his words,  

“… they covered their ears and, 
yelling at the top of their voices, 
they all rushed at him, dragged him 
out of the city and began to stone 
him…. While they were stoning him, 
Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.’ Then he fell on his knees 
and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.’ When he had said 
this, he fell asleep.” 7:57-60 NIV 

He gave his life for the cause of Christ. Later, in a 
passage we’ll also be reading soon which fits into 
the book of Acts, as it occurs during Paul’s ministry, 
Paul says in Philippians 3,  

I want to know Christ—yes, to know the 
power of his resurrection and participation in 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
and so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or 
have already arrived at my goal, but I press 

 

Series: Community Bible Experience  

October 2 & 3  Acts: It Won’t Be Easy  

October 9 & 10  2 Corinthians: While We Wait 

October 16 & 17  Philippians: Pressing On 

October 23 & 14  Matthew: Living in the Kingdom 

October 30 & 31  Hebrews: Jesus is Greater 
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We’re off and running with Community Bible 
Experience. We’ll be reading the entire New 
Testament together as a congregation during this 
month and the next.  

In preparation for this 
experience, the book of Acts 
probably impacted me the most 
personally as I read. In the book, 
Luke writes with great historical 
detail about what happened 
during the period of time right 
after Jesus rose from the dead 
and ascended to heaven. He 
gives a strong defense of our 
faith and outlines clearly the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. He shows how unstoppable 
and resilient the gospel is.  

It was truly amazing to look again at the lives of the 
early church leaders, especially Peter and Paul, and 
see how they stood strong for what they knew to 
be true despite the fact that they faced strong 
opposition—from religious leaders, political leaders 
and business leaders. Their opposition included 
physical beatings, public mocking, time in difficult 
prison settings, and, for some, even death. Yet they 
didn’t waver. They stood strong for the gospel.  

Acts inspires me to 
run this race of 
faith with even 

greater passion and 
perseverance.  

http://lifecchelena.org/
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building actions and disciplines we should develop in 
our spiritual lives: faith, goodness, knowledge, self-
control, perseverance, godliness, mutual affection 
and love (2 Peter 1:5-6).  

And then he adds, this: “For if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you 
from being ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:8). He 
is reminding us we need to keep growing and        
advancing in all aspects of our spiritual journey; to 
keep our faith from becoming stagnant, to keep  
progressing, to keep growing closer to Christ.  

We should be able to mark progress in each of these 
areas Peter lists. For example, as we become more 
spiritually mature, when we encounter various trials 
and troubles, we should be able to notice we have 
become quicker to listen, slower to speak and    
slower to become angry (James 1:18-20) than we 
would have in the past. The scenery around us 
should change, spiritually speaking. Otherwise, our 
spiritual life will become stale and frustrating.  

How has scenery of your spiritual life it changed over 
the last 5 years, or the last year, or since you started 
the Community Bible Experience readings?  

 
 

See how the scenery changes each week on the opening page 
of my blog at www.seanconnwriter.com.  

The Boston Marathon takes place in April. For me, 
that meant training for it in the winter, in         
Montana, where it has been known to get a little 
chilly, with a wee bit of snow.  

One weekend, when the temperature went     
negative, the roads were sheathed in ice, and 4-
inches of snow blanketed the sidewalks, the   
training plan I was following had an 18-mile run 
scheduled. Instead of enduring the elements, I 
decided to head inside to the warm, cozy confines 
of the health club to run on a treadmill.  

Once I started running, even though I began 
sweating and breathing hard, just like I would 
have outside, I quickly got incredibly bored,       
because unlike outside, the scenery never 
changed. For all the effort I was exerting, I         
remained in the same place. As I came to this    
realization, I looked down at the monitor, saw I 
had run about 3 out of 18 miles, and groaned at 
how much longer I would be on the treadmill. In 
that moment, I understood why some runners  
refer to the device I was running on as “The 
Dreadmill.”  

There is a frustrating disconnect when we expend 
a lot of energy, but don’t see any progress or    
advancement. This frustration is true in our      
spiritual lives, too. Peter addresses this issue in his 
second letter to believers. First, he lists character-

by Sean Connolly 
THE TREADMILL  

(Continued from page 1) 

on to take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, 
I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward what 
is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. Philippians 
3:11-14 

Acts inspires me to run this race of faith with even 
greater passion and perseverance.  

I hope you’ll fully engage with us during Life 
Covenant’s Community Bible Experience. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+1%3A5-6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+1%3A8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%201%3A18%2D20&version=NIV
http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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At our Saturday and Sunday 9am services, following 
the offering, we’ll dismiss the children to one of 
three pods listed below:   
 

• Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

• Sprouts pod: K - 2nd grade (Rm 203) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 
 

*NEW*  At our Sunday 11am service, we’ll have a 
combined Kids Church class in Room 104 for      
Seedlings and Sprouts (ALL kids are welcome) 
 

This fall, Kids Church will be joining the Community 
Bible Experience! From September through mid-
November, each Kids Church lesson will connect 
with and support that week’s readings.  

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Tuesdays 

Club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Theme Bring 

Oct. 5 
Favorite Color 

Night 

Wear your favorite 

color 

Oct. 12 Backwards Night 
Wear something 

backwards 

Oct. 19 NO AWANA  

Oct. 26 Missions Night 
Hear about a local 

mission 

 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MONDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 8:00PM 

 

 
Oct. 9 - Student Leader Callout Day 

(Meeting from 12:00-1:30pm at               
the James’ Residence) 

 

Oct. 18 - NO En Fuego 
(Family Promise Week) 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org 

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS 

FROM 6:00 - 6:30PM 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

WEDNESDAYS 
FROM 7:00 - 9:00PM, Doors open at 6:00PM 

 
 

Oct. 10, 17 & 31 - RECHARGE at 10:00AM 

Oct. 20 - Movie Night at Cinemark 
(No Voltage) 

 
Oct. 22 - HHS vs CHS Tailgate & Football Game 
(Tailgate at LCC from 5:00-6:30pm then walk 

to HMS for game) 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

FAMILY PROMISE 

LCC is hosting Family Promise Oct 17-23, 2021. Due to the 
current Covid surge, Family Promise has now said that       
families will again spend every night at First Christian Church. 
As the host church, LCC will provide overnight hosts and 
meals. We will not eat with the families. We are grateful First 
Christian Church continues to faithfully serve families by sheltering in their church every week! There are 
many families needing help from Family Promise, so please pray for these parents, their children, and the 
Family Promise staff. 

Join in serving our community by volunteering for a meal or as an overnight host. You may sign up in the    
foyer or call Mary Anderson at 422-2969 . Thank you for supporting this mission. 

 

55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON  

There will NOT be a luncheon in October. Please stay tuned and watch the weekly bulletin or     
website for when the next one will be. 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

It’s almost time for Operation Christmas Child! Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in 
desperate situations around the world through gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of God’s love.       
Samaritan’s Purse works with local churches and ministry partners to deliver the gifts and share the life-
changing Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Ways to help: 

PACK A SHOEBOX. Brochures and boxes will be available in the church foyer beginning the weekend of Oct. 
23 & 24. Find more resources, donate, or build a shoebox online at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.  

 Shoeboxes will need to be returned to the church by Nov 14. 

DONATE. You can also make a donation to cover shipping at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ or by check. 
(Use the brochure’s attached envelopes and bring it to the office or place inside a shoebox). 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Happy Fall! We have had a wonderful first month of school developing new friendships, 
exploring, learning and creating!   

In October we will be studying signs of Autumn and how animals are preparing for    
winter.  

We will finish the month studying nursery rhymes. This is a fun way to study rhyming words and concepts 
as well as creating projects. 

We will also have fun learning all about pumpkins through science, math, exploring and creating.   

The children are excited to go on a field trip to the fire station, since the trip in September was           
postponed.   

Thank you to Grandpa Walt (Joyce) for cheerfully and faithfully always driving us on our adventures! 

Thank you for your continued support! 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
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Annual Meeting Highlights 
At our meeting on September 26, we passed a new budget of about $744,000. The overall change in this    
annual budget reflects an increase of about 1% over the 2020-2021 budget. Our budget giving last year was 
$706,894 and this year’s budget giving (as of 9/26/21) was $740,287. For the first time in many years, we met 
our budget. 

Building for Life III payments continue and last year at this time our balance stood at about $173,000. Today 
our balance is at about $96,000. We hope we can pay that mortgage off this year completely.  

Total giving for the year, including Building For Life III, and special offerings was $857,912 that was given this 
year to Life Covenant for its various ministries.  

We thanked Marvin Williams who has completed nine years on the Leadership Team and is termed out. We 
also thanked Jessica Cook who has resigned her position for personal reasons after serving two years. 

 

 

We also elected new Leadership Team members. We elected Jennifer James to her first three-year term, Bill 
Woon to his first one-year term, Julie Lamb-Heller to her second three-year term and Mike Hatten to his 
third and final three-year term.  

Thank you to everyone who attended our Annual Meeting in-person or online. Copies of Keith’s entire “State 
of the Church Address” are available at the church, in the office or on our website or app.  
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I want to know Christ and experience 
the mighty power that raised him from 

the dead. I want to suffer with him, 
sharing in his death, so that one way or 

another I will experience the           
resurrection from the dead! 

 I don’t mean to say that I have already 
achieved these things or that I have  

already reached perfection.               
But I press on to possess that          

perfection for which Christ Jesus first 
possessed me. No, dear brothers and 

sisters, I have not achieved it, but        
I focus on this one thing:                

Forgetting the past and looking forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on to reach 

the end of the race and receive the 
heavenly prize for which God,     

through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 
 

Philippians 3:10-14 (NLT) 


