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by Keith Johnson 

lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us.” 

Friends, we are not to be microscopes. Our God is 
not a small God who needs to be propped up, 
distorted so that people will think he is great. No, 
we are to be telescopes who know that our God is 
the great God. There is nothing superior to him. 
When people see our “good deeds”, those deeds 
lead people to a place of glorifying God. We are to 
be telescopes that magnify his greatness to the 
world around us.  

This month we will wrap up our Community Bible 
Experience. As you receive this month’s newsletter 
we’ll have just two weeks left in our reading. We’ll 
wrap up our reading on the weekend, of November 
13 and 14. Our groups will meet for one final time 
the following week and then the weekend of 
November 20 and 21 we’ll celebrate our Community 
Bible Experience together. I hope this experience of 
reading the whole New Testament together has 
opened your eyes in a new way to the treasure of 
the Word of God.  

Series: Community Bible Experience  

November 6 & 7 Week Seven – 2 Peter 1:5-9  

November 13 & 14 Week Eight – 1 John 4:7-21 

November 20 & 21 Celebration Sunday 
 

Series: What Difference Does Christmas Make? 

November 27 & 28 Our God with Open Hands 
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“There are two kinds of magnifying: microscope 
magnifying and telescope magnifying. The one 
makes a small thing look bigger than it is. The other 
makes a big thing begin to look as big as it really is,” 
writes John Piper. He continues, “When David says, 
‘I will magnify God with thanksgiving,’ he does not 
mean, ‘I will make a small God look bigger than he 
is.’ He means, ‘I will make a big God begin to look as 
big as he really is.’” 

When reading in 1 Peter we read these great words, 
words that have been important to me as a person 
who has lived as a “foreigner and alien” when I 
lived in Congo as a missionary: 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light. Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and 
exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 
wage war against your soul. Live such good 

CHRISTMAS EVE 2021 

We will be offering four Christmas Eve    
services that will be largely the same, about 

45 minutes long and designed to be child 
friendly so that children can enjoy the    

service with their families. The times for 
the services will be as follows: 

Friday, Dec 24 at 9AM, 3PM, 4:30PM, 6PM 

On Christmas Day, Saturday, Dec 25, we 
will not have a service at 5:30PM. 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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you. They are the foundation on which you stand, 
and if they have a problem, you won’t stand for 
long. 

What are you standing on, thinking it will hold you 
up? The stock market, job, social status, bank        
account, friends or family name? They might not be 
as stable over the long term as you think. People 
shift. Seasons change. Things happen.  

Jesus said a person who comes to Him, hears His 
words and puts them into practice “is like a man 
building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 
foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent 
struck that house but could not shake it because it 
was well built” (Luke 6:47-48). In other words, no 
matter what trouble comes your way, with Jesus as 
your rock-solid foundation to stand on, you won’t 
have to go limping through life. 

What or who do you rely on for stability when little 
things go wrong, and start adding up to bigger and 
bigger problems, wreaking havoc with your life? 

It all started when the cast iron griddle fell off the 
shelf and onto my foot, striking just above my left 
big toe. No bones broke or fractured, but then 
again, nothing was ever quite right after that     
either. Even a year later, my toe still ached from 
time to time when I land on it just the wrong way. 

And when my toe is in pain, I’ll shift my gait ever 
so slightly to try and lessen that pain. That puts 
pressure on my left ankle. Which means my left 
hip starts to bother me. Then I’ll put more       
pressure on my right leg as I limp to compensate, 
which causes my right knee to act up. Which 
means my back gets thrown out of alignment    
because I end up moving in this weird, herky-jerky 
motion as I hobble around. Who knew my big toe 
could make me a physical wreck?  

A foot problem causes a chain reaction that 
wreaks havoc with many, many other parts of 
your body, primarily because the toes and the 
foot are intended to provide stability to the rest of 

by Sean Connolly 
MY ACHING BIG TOE  

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

The preschool children have been busy learning and creating new things, develop-
ing new friendships and learning more about how much God loves them. November 
is a wonderful time of year to count our blessings and share how thankful we are for 
all that God has done for us. We are thankful for our wonderful bodies that God  
created. The highlight for this unit will be a field trip to Montana Eye Care.  Each 
child will receive a vision screening and learn how to care for our eyes. We will also have a special visit 
from a local pediatrician. She will bring some of her special tools and share with the children how we 
can grow healthy and strong.   

Our Thanksgiving unit will focus on how we can thank God with our hands, hearts and voices. We will 
have a Thanksgiving celebration with special activities and food.  

We are thankful to our Life Covenant Church family for your continued love, prayers and support! 

We wish you all a Blessed Thanksgiving. 
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At our Saturday and Sunday 9am services, following 
the offering, we’ll dismiss the children to one of 
three pods listed below:   
 

• Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

• Sprouts pod: K - 2nd grade (Rm 203) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 
 

At our Sunday 11am service, we’ll have a combined 
Kids Church class in Room 104 for Seedlings and 
Sprouts (ALL kids are welcome). 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Tuesdays 

Club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Theme Bring 

Nov. 2 Store Night 
Bring donations for 

Helena Food Share 

Nov. 9 
Super Hero 

Night 

Dress as your favorite 

super hero 

Nov. 16 Birthday Night 
We celebrate 

everyone’s birthday 

Nov. 23 NO AWANA 
Hear about a local 

mission 

Nov. 30 
Sports Fan   

Night 

Wear your favorite 

team’s colors 

 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MONDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 8:00PM 

 

Nov. 6 - Student Leader Training Day 
(at LCC from 10am - 4pm) 

 

Nov. 12 - Lock-In Night 
(Sleepover Night at LCC) 

 

Nov. 22 - No En Fuego 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org 

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS 

FROM 6:00 - 6:30PM 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

WEDNESDAYS 
FROM 7:00 - 9:00PM, Doors open at 6:00PM 

Nov. 7 - Student Leaders Meeting at 7:00PM 
 

Nov. 24  - No Voltage 

HELENA FOOD SHARE CANNED FOOD DRIVE 
 

En Fuego and Voltage are competing to see 
which youth group is able to collect the most 

cans for Helena Food Share.  
The collection ends on November 10th. 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
INVITATION TO READ FOR ADVENT 
You are invited to be an Advent reader this year. Advent readers do the short Advent "lesson" at the beginning of 
just one of the services during Advent. Families can divide up the reading to make it work for you, which means 
not everyone has to read! The weekends we have available are Nov 27-28, Dec 4-5, Dec 11-12, Dec 18-19 and 
Christmas Eve (service times this year are 9am, 3pm, 4:30pm, & 6pm). Let Deanna know if you would like to help 
Life Covenant celebrate Advent this year! deanna@lifecchelena.org OR 442-6813  
 

NEEDED: AWANA CHRISTMAS STORE ITEMS  
Each December AWANA clubbers have the opportunity to select and give Christmas gifts to their loved ones. Our 
AWANA kids earn AWANA bucks for months to get just the right present for each person on their Christmas list. 
Donations of new or lightly-used knickknacks, jewelry, gift items, and toys are all welcome. Some of the biggest 
needs are “gifts for Dad” (tools, grilling/cooking items, tech items, books, etc). We also need a huge number of gift 
bags! Please drop off items at the church office or AWANA between November 15 – December 5. Contact Deanna 
with any questions or if you would be interested in wrapping during the store.  
Popular items for ages 3-8: School supplies, coloring books, costumes, Legos, craft kits, dolls, action figures, 
stuffed animals, age-appropriate games, seasonal toys, sunglasses, Slinkys, Hot Wheels, hair accessories, gifts for 
Mom & Dad. 
Popular items for ages 8-12: Sporting goods (footballs, soccer balls, basketballs, volleyballs), walkie-talkies,    
camping supplies, remote control toys, age-appropriate board games, NERF toys, fashion accessories (for hair   
and nails), sports team clothing, tool sets, tween room décor.  
 

ADVENT WREATH MAKING AND ADVENT TAKE-HOME KIT 
Life Kids Ministries invites each household to take time with Immanuel, God with us, and lean into the season of 
Advent by making an Advent wreath. We hope that celebrating this season at home will deepen your faith and 
help you spend time with Jesus.  
This year you have two options: Join us for one of our wreath making open houses OR sign-up for an Advent Take-
Home Kit. The open houses will take place in the Fellowship Hall from 3:00-5:15pm Saturday, November 20, and 
10:00-11:00am Sunday, November 21. Stop by anytime and make a wreath together along with other Advent 
crafts. We will provide wreath materials as well as resources to help celebrate the weeks of Advent in your home. 
Music and fellowship also provided. More details and a sign-up sheet will be available at worship services and 
online during November.  
Can’t make it to an open house? Sign-up through our app or the Life Covenant website to reserve your Advent 
Take-Home Kit. Each kit contains materials to make and decorate a wreath, candles, materials to help you cele-
brate Advent, as well as crafts and activities to help you enter into this season. Kits must be ordered by November 
14th and can be picked up November 19-28th at the church office or during worship.  
 

INTRODUCTION TO BREEZE CHURCH MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (ChMS) 
We are excited to introduce you to Breeze, an online church resource and directory for our Life Covenant Church 
(LCC) family! LCC has been using Breeze for over a year now to help update contact information, manage events 
and facilities, track giving for our church family, and more. Breeze is a web-based church management software 
company serving thousands of churches across the US and Canada. Soon, we will be inviting you to set up your 
own personal account access as another way to connect with our church family. Account access will allow you to 
view and update your own contact information, add a picture to your profile, view your giving history and print 
your own giving statements. 
Additionally, you will be able to search the database to view general contact information, but only about others 
who have opted into the Online Directory. After creating an account, you will be able to conveniently access our 
church's Breeze account by clicking on a link on our website or by saving the web address in your web browser. 
You will also have the option of downloading and accessing your account through the Breeze App for mobile     
devices. We are excited about making this new resource available to you in the near future! Stay tuned for more 
information coming soon. 
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Operation Christmas Child 
brings joy and hope to children 
around the world through gift-
filled shoe boxes and the Good 
News of God’s love. 
Ways to help: 
PACK A SHOEBOX. Brochures 
and boxes are available in the 
church foyer. Find more         
resources, donate, or build a 
shoebox online at 
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.      
Shoeboxes need to be returned 
to the church by Nov 14! 
DONATE. You can make a     
donation to cover shipping at 
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ 
or by check (use the brochure’s 
attached envelopes and bring it 
to the office or place inside a 
shoebox). 

Wednesday, November 10, 12:00 noon 

Thursday, November 11, 6:30Pm  

At Life Covenant church 

 

“Surviving the Holidays” is a warm, encourag-
ing, and helpful one session event. Featuring 

video instruction and group discussion, it helps 
grieving people prepare for the unique chal-

lenges of  the holiday season. 

UPCOMING STAFF TRANSITION 

Lynnette Sena is resigning as the Administrative          
Assistant at Life Covenant Church to spend more time 
traveling to see family and friends. This transition will 
take place in the next few months. We are deeply      
appreciative of the faithful and fruitful way Lynnette has 
invested in Life Covenant Church and we are sad to see 
her leave. Work will begin immediately to find her     
replacement. 

Dear Friends of Life Covenant Church, 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as the preschool teacher at 
Life Covenant Church. It is a privilege and honor to teach the children 
and share Christ’s love with them.  

After prayerful consideration and with mixed emotions I would like to 
share that after 17 years of teaching, this will be my final year at Life 
Covenant Church Preschool. It warms my heart to think of all of the 
families that have touched my life and longtime friendships that have 
developed. This is a very difficult decision as I truly love teaching 
young children and serving at LCC is a blessing. Together we have   
developed a Christ centered, successful and established preschool 
program in Helena. The LCC Leadership team will begin an immediate 
search for a preschool teacher for the 2022-23 school year.  

I have been blessed with a loving and growing family whom I would 
like to spend more time with.  I truly appreciate your understanding 
and support of my decision.   

Thank you for entrusting me to teach the preschoolers.  I am beyond 
blessed and very thankful that God has called me to LCC.  I am      
humbled with your continued love and support. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Doris Sparks 

LETTER FROM DORIS SPARKS 

CONDOLENCES 

 We share our condolences with the friends 

and family of Becky Benson, Esther Hagen, 

and Oren Metzger 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
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Praise be to the God 
and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!   
In his great mercy  

he has given us new 
birth into a living 
hope through the  

resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 

and into an            
inheritance that    

can never perish, 
spoil or fade. 

  
1 Peter 1:3-4 


