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and the Dodgers never got on base.’ He said, ‘You 
were there? You were at the game when Don Larson 
pitched the only perfect game in all of World Series 
history?” I said, ‘Yeah, but, uh, we lost.’ I had been so 
caught up in my team’s defeat that I missed out on the 
fact that I was a witness to a far greater page of 
history.” 

Thank you for your response to this series on Learning 
Through Life’s Experiences, which we’ll continue that 

this month, hearing more 
stories.  

Life’s experiences, however, can 
be similar to what Leith 
Anderson experienced. He said, 
“I had been so caught up in my 
team’s defeat that I missed out 
on the fact that I was a witness 
to a far greater page of history.” 
In loss, in difficult 

circumstances, in sickness, at times we can get so 
caught up in the struggle we face, that we might 
indeed miss something far greater.                                   
2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (NLT) says:  

 … So we don’t look at the troubles we can see right 
 now; rather, we look forward to what we have not 
 yet seen. For the troubles we see will soon be over, 
 but the joys to come will last forever.  

In the midst of the experiences in our lives, whatever 
the nature of them might be, let’s remember Jesus 
understands and walks with us through them.  
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by Keith Johnson 

Series: Learning From Life’s Experiences 
November 2 & 3    Overcoming Addiction 
November 9 & 10    Learning Through Loss 
November 16 & 17   Learning in Serving 
 
November 23 & 24   On Giving Thanks 

 

Some of us may have been watching a lot 
of baseball in recent days as the season 

comes to an end. Here’s an interesting World Series 
story.  

When Pastor Leith Anderson was a little boy growing up 
in New York City, like many other little boys he idolized 
the Brooklyn Dodgers. In fact, he says that he never 
quite forgave them for moving West to Los Angeles. In 
his mind the Dodgers’ arch 
enemy were the New York 
Yankees. But, Anderson had 
never actually seen a major 
league baseball game until one 
day his father surprised him by 
taking him to see the Yankees 
play his Dodgers in the World 
Series. Listen to his account of 
the experience:  

“I’ll tell you, it was one of the great thrills of my 
childhood. I remember sitting there, smelling the hot 
dogs and hearing the cheers of the crowd and the feel 
of it all. I knew those Dodgers were going to shellac 
those Yankees once and for all. Unfortunately, the 
Dodgers never got on base, so my thrill was shattered. I 
tucked it away somewhere in my unconscious until, as 
an adult, I was in a conversation with one of these 
fellows who was a walking sports almanac. I mentioned 
to him when I went to my first major league game. I 
said, ‘It was such a disappointment. I was a Dodger fan 

At times we can get so 
caught up in the struggle 
we face, that we might 
indeed miss something 

far greater. 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

The preschool children have settled into the classroom routine and new friendships are 
being developed.  The highlight of October was shopping, preparing and packing shoe 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  What a blessing to share Christ's love for us with 
other children around the world. 

Music is an important and valued component of our lives. In November, we will learn about various 
instruments as well as different types of music.  This unit will be concluded with a "hands on" field trip to 
Piccolo's Music store.   

Thanksgiving is a special time to be thankful for all of the blessings that God has given us. We will reflect on 
all of those blessings through all of the activities that we participate in. 

A Blessed Thanksgiving to you all! 

As soon as she saw him, she knew, and that solved a 
54 year old mystery for her. Growing up, Dani Shapiro 
always felt out of place, as she describes in her essay 
“A family secret hidden for 54 years,” published in 
Time Magazine (January 14, 2019). At family gather-
ings, she was constantly told she didn’t “look Jewish” 
like her parents. She had blue eyes, blond hair and 
pale skin. Her childhood, though happy, was marked 
by a sense of feeling “‘other’ — different from my 
family in ways I didn’t understand … I was filled with 
longing, but for what I did not know.” 

At age 54, Dani submitted a DNA test on a whim. 
When the results returned, she discovered she had a 
biological father who was not the beloved dad she 
grew up with. Her parents had difficulty conceiving, 
and during the late 1950s and early 1960s, the fertility 
treatment at the time involved mixing a father’s 
sperm with donor sperm.  

Once she got the results, it took her only 36 hours to 
find her biological father online. When they eventually 
met, she quickly realized they share many similar 
physical traits. But she also discovered they both have 
a similar sense of humor and were naturally reserved. 
They also share the same favorite novel. She says, 
“When I met him, I understood, for the first time, 
where aspects of my very personhood had come 
from.” 

 

We humans tend to struggle to establish our own iden-
tity, and we are all unique. But we can’t seem to out-
run this sense that there is more to our story, and we 
long to know more about it. Dani writes, “If the desire 
to procreate is one of the most powerful human urges, 
so too is the desire to know our own identity.” 

For each and every one of us, our identity can be 
traced back to, and is rooted in, God. The creation sto-
ry says, “God created mankind in his own im-
age” (Genesis 1:27). Because we were made in His im-
age, many of His traits are pre-loaded in us. Like all 
children, we rebel, and try to put some distance be-
tween us and our ancestry.  

But when we get to know God, we begin to under-
stand certain aspects of ourselves better, more fully. 
That knowledge gives us a sense of purpose and helps 
define our identity. Our relationship with our Heavenly 
Father also provides a sense of belonging and security, 
because after all, we are family. 

In what ways do you recognize that you are related to 
God? 

 

 

Sean keeps discovering that God is related to everything. 
See how at www.seanconnwriter.com.  

by Sean Connolly 
ANCESTRY  

http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  437-8158 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th - 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, 5:45-6:15pm  

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

(6th- 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm,  
Program starts at 6:30-8:45 

Includes Dinner 

 

    November 1 & 2 - Student Leadership Retreat  

       at Grizzly Gardens 

        

November 3 - Recharge, 6:00-7:30pm  
 

Voltage is collecting turkeys for our annual turkey 
drive for Helena Food Share. Collection will be 
Wednesday, November 20 from 5:30pm-6:30pm. If 
you'd like to participate, just bring a turkey (or 2!) 
to the church on November 20.  Thank you! 

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

In November, our Roots class will learn about fol-
lowing God with courage.  They will follow along as 
God leads the Israelites into the Promised Land, 
learning about God's trustworthiness and faithful-
ness along the way. 

The Sprouts and Seedlings will be focusing on 
God's gift to us of the Church.  They will learn 
about worship, prayer, offering and care for one 
another in the early Church and the Church today.  

Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

Sprouts pod: kindergarten to second grade (Rm 
203) 

Roots pod:  grades three to five (Rm 202/204) 

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 

(6th - 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, 3:00-5:30pm 

Voltage, Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm, 

Program from 6:30-9:00pm 

Includes Dinner 

 

Tuesdays, Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6pm 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

Nov. 5 Chicken & Rice OCC Night 

Bring a toy for 

Operation 

Christmas Child 

Nov 12  Mac & Cheese One Sent Night 

Bring pennies for 

our AWANA 

missionary 

Nov. 19 Spaghetti Crazy Hair Night 
Wear your hair as 

crazy as you can 

Nov. 26 NO AWANA 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  
 

DISCOVER LIFE — AN INTRODUCTION TO LIFE COVENANT CHURCH 

This is a one-session introduction to what Life Covenant Church believes, how it is organized, how it is seeking to 
live out the five purposes God has for our lives, and our vision for the future. Our next class is November 3, 4:00pm 
in Rm 202/204. We’ll break for pizza and conclude by 7:00pm. Childcare is provided. 
 

FELLOWSHIP EVENT— SOUP/CHILI LUNCHEON 

Do you have what it takes to be a Life Covenant Church “Souper Star”? After the 11am service on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10th (around noon), bring a pot of your family’s favorite homemade soup or chili. Soups will be judged and then 
enjoyed by all guests. Non-contestants welcome. Craft making and a rousing game of intergenerational bingo will 
follow. Please sign up in the foyer. 
 

ADVENT WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP 

In order to help you and your family prepare to find a more meaningful and mindful Advent this year, Life Kids Min-
istries invites each household to make an Advent wreath. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall from 4:15-5:15pm 
Saturday, November 23, OR 10-11am Sunday, November 24, to create an Advent wreath for our homes. We will 
provide the materials as well as resources to help celebrate the weeks of Advent in your home with your wreath. 
Already have a wreath? We will also provide additional Advent crafts for you to make. A light snack, music, and fel-
lowship will also be provided. More details and a sign-up sheet will be available at worship services in November.  
 

55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON  

Join us for lunch on Friday, November 8 at 12:00 noon. Angela Haddick from our church, a mother of six who home-
schools her kids, will be sharing with us. Call Lynnette in the church office (442-6813) if you plan to attend. Hope to 
see you on the 8th! 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY CRAFT NIGHT 

All women are invited to get into the Christmas spirit at our Women’s Ministry Craft Night on Friday, November 15, 
at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. You will learn new ideas for creative Christmas cards, gift card holders, gift bags, a 
terra cotta candy dish, and more! Dinner will be provided. It’s an evening of fun and fellowship, and you’ll get a 
head start on your Christmas preparations! Materials will be provided. Sign up in the church entry. Contact Barbara 
Gallagher (431-6267) for more information. 
 

NEEDED: AWANA CHRISTMAS STORE ITEMS 

How do we teach the joy of giving? We give AWANA clubbers the opportunity to select and give Christmas gifts to 
their loved ones. The annual AWANA Christmas Store takes place on December 17. Our AWANA kids have been sav-
ing their AWANA bucks for months now to get just the right present for each person on their Christmas list. Dona-
tions of new or lightly-used knickknacks, jewelry, gift items, and toys are all welcome. Some of the biggest needs 
are “gifts for Dad” (tools, grilling/cooking items, tech items, books, etc). We also need a huge number of gift bags! 
Please drop off items at the church office or AWANA between November 18 and December 8. Contact Deanna   
Carlson (442-6813) with any questions or if you’d be interested in wrapping during the store.  

Popular items for ages 3-8: School supplies, coloring books, age-appropriate movies, costumes, Legos, craft kits, 
dolls, action figures, stuffed animals, age-appropriate games, seasonal toys, sunglasses, Slinkys, Hot Wheels, hair 
accessories, gifts for Mom & Dad.  

Popular items for ages 8-12: Sporting goods (footballs, soccer balls, basketballs, volley- balls), age-appropriate mov-
ies, walkie-talkies, camping supplies, remote control toys, age- appropriate board games, NERF toys, fashion acces-
sories (for hair and nails), sports team clothing, tool sets, tween room décor.   
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Whispers of the Heart  

 Women’s Ministry Christmas Luncheon  

Join us on December 14th at noon for our annual women's Christmas luncheon. 
Lunch will include a delicious meal provided by Brown Catering, lovely decorations, 
fabulous entertainment, prizes and time to gather with friends. Tickets are $16 and 
are available for purchase at the church office beginning Monday, November 4th. 

Seating is limited and the last day to purchase tickets will be on Monday,             
December 9th.  Child care will be provided. 

 

Wednesday, November 13, 12:00 noon 

Thursday, November 14, 6:00Pm  

At Life Covenant church 
 

This meeting is a warm, encouraging, and help-
ful one day event. Featuring video instruction 
and group discussion, it helps grieving people 

prepare for the unique challenges of the       
holiday season. 

You are invited to a special GriefShare event: 

On Saturday, October 19th, 86 people on the Life Covenant Meal Pack Team arrived at East Valley Middle 
School to take part in a Feed My Starving Children Mobile Meal Pack. During our two hour shift we helped 
pack  30,672 meals! Altogether, Helena packed 116,640 meals during the event.  That’s enough to feed 319 
children for a whole year. Together we helped to turn hunger into hope. 

Operation Christmas Child 
brings joy and hope to chil-
dren in desperate situations 
around the world through 
gift-filled shoe boxes and 
the Good News of God’s 

love. Samaritan’s Purse works with local churches and 
ministry partners to deliver the gifts and share the life-
changing Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Ways to help: 

PACK A SHOEBOX. Brochures and boxes will be available in 
the church foyer or online at www.samaritanspurse.org/
occ. Boxes need to be returned to the church by Nov 17! 

DONATE. You can also make a donation to cover shipping 
at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ or by check (use the   
brochure’s attached envelopes and bring it to the office or 
place inside a shoebox). 

Helena Meal Pack Event 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
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“For our light and  

momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs 

them all. So we fix our eyes 

not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen, since what is 

seen is temporary,  but what 

is unseen is eternal.”  

2 Corinthians 4:17-18  


