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Series: Missing the Point 

April 30 & May 1  Living the Bible is Harder Than Knowing It 

May 7 & 8  The Slide Toward Resentment 

May  14 & 15  Truth and Tradition 

May 21 & 22  Separation Can Lead to Isolation 

May 28 & 29  Nehemiah 

In an interview with Bono, he responded to the 
sometimes stained reputation of the church 
throughout history:  

“Religion can be the enemy of God. It’s 
often what happens when God, like Elvis, 
has left the building. A list of instructions 
where there was once conviction; dogma 
where once people just did it; a 
congregation led by a man where once they 
were led by the Holy Spirit. Discipline 
replacing discipleship.” 

Some two thousand years ago there was a group of 
people who were around when Jesus walked the 
face of the earth. They were very religious, highly 
respected people called the Pharisees. People 
around them looked at them and thought, “They 
have it right, they understand what God wants, they 
live like God wants them to live.” But they 
constantly missed the point. 

One time, the Pharisees were chastised by Jesus 
because they focused on public performance of 
their faith, rather than personal devotion. In the 
story in Luke 18:9-14, the Pharisee gets up in a 
public prayer and prays, “God, I thank you that I am 

 

 

We’ve just begun a new series of sermons called 
“Missing the Point.” People often miss the point 
when it comes to Christianity. When asked about 
Christianity, they’ll talk about trying to be good by 
not breaking the ten commandments. They might 
talk about how they go to church each week. These 
actions, of course, are good. I would encourage 
them. But if that is the focus of our “religious” lives, 
we have missed the point. 

Donald Miller talks honestly about his struggles 
with his Christianity before his faith deepened.  

“I could not in good conscience tell a friend 
about a faith that didn’t excite me. I couldn’t 
share something I wasn’t experiencing. And I 
wasn’t experiencing Christianity. It didn’t do 
anything for me at all. It felt like math, like a 
system of rights and wrongs and political 
beliefs, but it wasn’t mysterious; it wasn’t 
God reaching out of heaven to do wonderful 
things in my life. And if I would have shared 
Christianity with somebody, it would have 
felt mostly like I was trying to get somebody 
to agree with me rather than meet God. 

Continued on page 2 
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unforeseen circumstances, accidents, gossip, bullies, 
internet trolls, and on and on and on. Without some 
form of defense, we would be devoured. 
 
In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he describes what 
our defense, our protection, our spiritual spear, is  
prayer.  
 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him 
for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s 
peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. 
His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you 
live in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7, NLT). 

 
Prayer with gratitude brings peace. Does prayer make 
the issues magically disappear? Not necessarily. But 
prayer does provide us mental and spiritual defense, 
relief and peace, so we can continue to grow and 
mature in our faith by demonstrating our reliance on 
God. By presenting our requests to God and expressing 
our thanks to Him, instead of wrestling with all of our 
needs and troubles and worries and concerns, we can 
rest in the knowledge He is in control (Psalm 55:22). 
How are you protecting yourself? 
 
Sean can help you play defense with devotional 
reminders of how God’s Word relates to your world at 
www.seanconnwriter.com.  

    by Sean Connolly MESQUITE  

From a distance, the shrub 
looked like any other 
during the spring, with 
tender, delicate shoots of 
young green leaves 
beginning to emerge from 
branches. So,  I went closer 
to have a look at what 
seemed like an oddity in 
the desert of Arizona. 
When  I got near enough, I 
was startled to  find spears ready to stab me if I got 
to close. 
 
This happened to be a young mesquite shrub, with 
very hard, very sharp pointed spears right next to 
each bud of green, almost like someone had 
whittled each stick down to a fine point. The spears 
protect the new growth from predators, and fend 
off curious humans like me, so the tree can continue 
to grow and mature in a harsh environment. 
 
We humans are tender, fragile, delicate things 
surrounded by harsh environments that constantly 
chip away at our peace and well-being by making us 
anxious and nervous. On a global scale, there’s an 
abundance of destruction and conflict. On a 
personal scale, we are easily damaged, wounded 
and offended by harsh or careless words, 

not like other men—robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers—even like this tax collector. I fast twice 
a week and give a tenth of all I get.” Then Jesus 
describes the prayer of the tax collector, who 
won’t even look to heaven when he prays, and 
simply says, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 
The Pharisee missed the point. 

Another time, in Mark 7:1-23, in a conflict with the 
Pharisees over how “clean” the hands of Jesus and 
the disciples were, Jesus turns to the Pharisees 
and said, “You have a fine way of setting aside the 

commands of God in order to observe your own 
traditions.”  The Pharisees missed the point. 

I hope that by looking at these stories, none of us will 
miss the point. 

http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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Tuesdays 

Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

May 3 
Chicken &  

Rice 

Double Buck 

Night 

Earn double 

AWANA bucks! 

May 10 Spaghetti 
Last Store  

Night 
 

May 17 

Ice Cream 

Social 

(no dinner) 

AWARDS Night Celebrate! 

At all of our services, following the offering, we’ll 
dismiss the children to one of three pods listed    
below:   

• Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

• Sprouts pod: K - 2nd grade (Rm 203) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MONDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 8:30PM 

 

May 16th - Last En Fuego 
Stay posted for summer events! 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

WEDNESDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 9:00PM, Doors open at 5:30PM 

May 6th - Senior Sendoff 6-8pm 
May 18th - Last Voltage 

May 22nd - Senior Banquet 5-7pm 

 

Life Covenant Church 
VBS 2022 

REGISTRATION OPENS MAY 1ST! 
June 20-24       

 9:00am – 12:00pm 

VBS is for everyone from ages 3 to 103! 

 

Volunteers, join us as we  

journey to Jerusalem! 
 

Register at www.VBSLCC.com 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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55 & BETTER LUNCHEON   
The monthly luncheon will be Friday, May 13th, 12:00pm Although we don’t really need a reason to celebrate, 
this month we’re going to celebrate Cinco de Mayo, which is the Mexican-American celebration held on May 5 to 
commemorate the Mexican victory over the French in l862.  Join us for a Mexican Fiesta (nothing too spicy!) and 
enjoy the company of friends. Call Mary in the church office (406-442-6813) or email her 
at mary@lifecchelena.org to let her know you’ll be attending.  We hope to see you on Friday the 13th—it’ll be 
your lucky day!  Gracias!  
 
GLACIER CAMP 
Family Camp, July 8-10th, is an opportunity for everyone in the church family to relax, play, eat, swim, sing, and 
learn together in a scenic setting in Lakeside, Montana on Flathead Lake. We’ll share a time of teaching on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings, giving you lots of free time in the afternoons to explore the beautiful 
surroundings, play some games, or spend time canoeing. Saturday night we also have our annual Talent Show! 
Brochures and a sign-up sheet are in the church foyer. If you have any questions, contact Neil at 406-442-6813. 
 
HOLLAND LAKE 
Our annual camping trip to Holland Lake is August 25-28. We reserve the camp site, and you do the rest. Pack up 
your crew and come enjoy the best of the great outdoors with LCC! If you are interested in being baptized at 
Holland Lake, please contact Keith. More information will follow on our website and app. Brochures and a sign-up 
sheet are in the church foyer. If you have any questions, contact Deanna Carlson at 442-6813. 
 
VOLUNTEER FOR VBS! 

Our goal is to reach as many children as possible with the message of God’s love this summer. This will take a crew 
of 100 volunteers! Graduating 5th graders, middle and high schoolers, and adults of all ages are encouraged to 
join in the fun. How can you help? There are so many ways! Go to vbslcc.com for more information and to sign up 
starting April 9th. Or give Deanna a call at 442-6813.  

 Be sure to mark your calendars: Mandatory VBS Staff Meeting, Monday, June 13th, 6:30-8:30pm. VBS is  June 
 20 -24; volunteers should plan on arriving at 8am and serving until 12:30pm each day.  

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY REDUCING THE RISK (RTR) TRAINING SESSIONS  
Interested in volunteering for VBS or joining the Life Kids Team? As part of our efforts keep our ministry safe, our 
child protection plan requires every adult working with youth under 18 years of age to attend a Reducing the Risk 
training and screening process every three years. To serve during VBS or in our children and youth ministries, join 
us on one of the dates listed below. If you are due for re-training, please attend one of these sessions. Sign-up in 
the foyer or contact Deanna at 442-6813 or deanna@lifecchelena.org.  
*Please note: For those VBS volunteers in need of re-training, the VBS staff meeting on June 13th (6:30pm-
8:30pm) will include a retraining session; you do not need to attend any of the below trainings. 
RTR Training Dates: Tues, April 5, 6:15-7:15pm (during AWANA) Mon, April 25, 6-7pm Sat, April 30, 4-5pm 
 
INVITATION INTO MINISTRY  
We have opportunities for you to be involved in ministry at Life Covenant Church. We’re excited to be serving 
coffee/refreshments again for our worship services. We still need people to help us for Saturday evenings. Would 
you consider joining the Refreshments Team to help prepare and serve coffee on a rotating basis on Saturday 
evenings? Or would you consider joining the Usher/Greeter Team to welcome people as they come to our services 
on a rotating basis? We could use more help for all three of our weekend services. If  interested in joining or 
finding out more about the teams, contact Neil at neil@lifecchelena.org or 406-442-6813.  
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LLC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

May brings us the final month of school for the year! May includes planting and learning 
about seeds and growing things. The highlight of this month is bike day and  field trip to 
Mount Ascension for a nature hike. The end of school is "bittersweet" as the older class will 
be moving on to kindergarten at different schools. We will celebrate with an end of the year 
celebration and picnic.  

LCC Preschool is updating their "substitute teacher" list for the next school year. If you feel called to lead a class, 
please contact the church office.  Detailed lesson plans and materials will be provided. This is a valuable opportunity 
to share the love of Jesus with the children. We are also adding to our list of volunteers who would be willing to 
assist as a "helper" in the classroom. The preschool parents volunteer in the classroom about once a 
month. However, there are times when they are unable to help and we need to have someone take their place.  If  
you would like more information or have any questions, we would love to visit with you! Thank you for continued 
prayers and support of our very special preschool program! 

DESSERTS AND DECOPAUGE 

Join the fun on Saturday, May 

7th from 1:00pm-3:00pm for 

desserts and decoupage. The 

women of Life Covenant 

Church are invited to learn the 

art of decoupage (on a flower 

pot) while enjoying great 

conversations and desserts too! This event is the 

day before Mother’s Day, so it’s the perfect 

opportunity to invite mothers and daughters to 

join in on the fun. Fill your hand-crafted pot with a 

flower or a plant for the perfect Mother’s Day gift 

for a special mom in your life. Contact Lynnette 

Sena at 406-594-1260 or Stephanie Metzger at 406

-459-9292 with questions. Please sign up in the 

foyer or by calling the office. 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION WEEKEND 

We are collecting names and photos of this year’s 

high school, college, trade-school, and graduate 

students for our Graduate Recognition Weekend. 

During the services,   May 21 & 22, we will present 

a slideshow of all LCC’s 2021-2022 graduates. 

Submit your name, school and degree with a  

senior/graduation photo to 

mary@lifecchelena.org by May 15.  

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Life Covenant is hosting a blood drive on 
Wednesday, May 18th, 2022! The drive will be 
held at the Helena Blood Donation Center at 
3150 N. Montana Ave. Ste B. from 12:30-5:30. 
Our church still has 28 slots to fill, so get yours 
today! You can sign up online at 
redcrossblood.org. Enter the zip code (59602) in 
the upper right corner, and use the sponsor code: 
LifeCC. Please text Angela Haddick at 461-6383 
for more information. 
 
SPRING CLEAN UP 
Join us on Saturday, May 14th from 8am - 11am, 
to help cleanup the LCC grounds and spruce up 
areas inside. Come for the whole time or just for 
an hour.  

CONFIRMATION WEEKEND 

Join us in recognizing our 7th and 8th grade 

confirmation students on  Sunday, May 22nd at 

the 11:00am service. They have been working 

very hard all year, and will be sharing scriptures 

and readings from what they learned. Our 

graduating 8th graders will also be presented 

with a study bible.  

 REGISTRATION FOR VBS, FAMILY CAMP, AND HOLLAND LAKE IS OPEN MAY 1ST  

Register online on our website (lifecchelena.org), or contact the church office (406) 442-6831 
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Life Covenant Church 
800 North Hoback 
Helena, MT  59601 
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POSTMASTER 

Send address change to 

Life Covenant Church 

800 N. Hoback, Helena, MT 59601 

"All Scripture is God-breathed and  

useful forteaching, rebuking,  

correcting, and training in righteousness."  

2 Timothy 3:16:  


