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James "Deacon" White played at the very beginning of 
professional baseball. In fact, on May 4, 1871, James 
White had the very first hit, in the first game, of the 
first professional baseball league. It was a double. He 
was the first catcher to use a mask and the first pitcher 
to go into a wind-up before throwing the ball. 

Over his 20 year career, White played for many teams 
and would eventually become the oldest player in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. It's not an exaggeration to say 
that White helped create the game of baseball we 
know today. 

The inscription on White's plaque in the Hall of Fame, 
however, doesn't begin with the words "19th century 
star of baseball," or "premier catcher of his era," or 
"led teams to six championships," although all three 
phrases are there. The first words on the plaque are 
"Consummate gentleman." At a time when 
professional athletes were seen as unsavory, hard-
drinking, womanizers, James White earned the 
nickname "Deacon" for his commitment to Christian 
faith and virtue which were evident to everyone who 
saw him play. 

For example, in 1878, the Indianapolis Journal 
reported that an umpire actually consulted with White, 
a player on the field, about whether the base runner 
was out. When the opponent complained, the ump 
declared, "When White says a thing is so it is so, and 
that is the end of it." 

This month we are going to begin a series of sermons 
on Virtue. 

Virtue. It’s a word that doesn’t often come up in our 
daily conversation. The dictionary defines it as a noun 
this way:   

by Keith Johnson 

1. moral excellence; goodness; righteousness.  

2. conformity of one's life and conduct to moral and ethical 
principles; uprightness; rectitude. 

Further, the New World Encyclopedia says,  

A virtue is a trait or disposition of character that leads to 
good behavior, for example, wisdom, courage, modesty, 
generosity, and self-control. 

So we might say, “She is a woman of virtue.” Or, “Loyalty is 
a virtue.” 

On May 9, we will be starting a new series called “Forgotten 
Virtues.” We’ll talk about five virtues. First, in a time when 
few show respect, we’ll talk about honor. Second, in this 
very impure world that we live in, we are going to talk about 
the forgotten virtue of purity. Third, in a culture of 
disposable relationships, we are going to talk about the 
forgotten virtue of loyalty. Fourth, in an age where anything 
goes and whatever benefits me is of most importance, we 
are going to talk about the forgotten virtue of integrity. 
Fifth, in a place where people just believe they are entitled 
and have a sort of “I deserve this” attitude, we are going to 
re-establish and reclaim the forgotten virtue of believing in 
God and having gratitude. I hope you’ll join us.  

Also, I want to share a quick update from the leadership 
team. Food is allowed again in meal settings around tables 
and in small groups. We’ll wait for a bit on coffee and 
donuts after or between services, but we’re happy to 
announce this change.  

Our hiring teams are continuing to work behind the scenes, 
please continue to pray for them.  

Finally, this month we honor graduates. In a year that has 
been extremely challenging for all students—elementary 
school, middle school, high school, college and graduate 
school—let’s honor our students for their accomplishments.  

Series: Spiritual Gifts  

May 1 & 2     Living a Gifted Life 

Series: Forgotten Virtues  

May 8 & 9         Honor 

May 15 & 16     Purity 

 

May 22 & 23     Loyalty  

May 29 & 30     Integrity  

http://lifecchelena.org/
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requires a conscious effort on our part. There is always 
something pulling our attention away from God, and 
going on a roadtrip is not always an option. We need 
to be purposeful about carving out time for Him during 
the day or week because the time will not just        
magically appear on our schedule.  

Back when there were no cell phones, internet or    
social media demanding constant attention, back when 
there was no electricity, Jesus said, “Find a quiet,     
secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play 
before God. Just be there as simply and honestly as 
you can manage. The focus will shift from you to God, 
and you will begin to sense his grace” (Matthew 6:6, 
Message).  If the advice to remove ourselves from our 
noisy environments was applicable over 2,000 years 
ago, how much more relevant is His teaching today? 

Switch the phone to airplane mode. Get up a little   
earlier, before everyone else in the house starts their 
day. Go for a walk. Put this quiet time on your      
schedule, and guard it vigorously. 

God’s still, small, whispering voice is calling. How will 
you make sure you can hear Him? 
 

God still needs to yell occasionally to get Sean’s attention, like 
“You need to work on your blog!”  www.seanconnwriter.com. 
Check it out, and sign up for the email list to receive devotions 
delivered to your inbox each week. 

I had a friend in college who did not make any major 
life decisions without clearing her head and focusing 
first. She realized the importance of taking the     
opportunity to think distraction-free, and separating 
herself from the confounding noise so typical in her 
everyday routine. Her secret? Never make a final 
decision without taking a roadtrip first. 

Driving down long stretches of road with the      
scenery scrolling by, there is plenty of time to think; 
to listen; to process; to evaluate; to just … be. Time 
to let the mental janitors sweep out some of the 
clutter clouding our thoughts.  

Driving is like forced quiet time, if we allow it to be. 
The further away from civilization one drives, the 
better, to be somewhat removed from so many 
things clamoring for our attention. Sure, we could 
turn on the radio, or chat on the cell phone. But 
whenever we are influenced by some kind of audio 
or visual stimulation, be it a song or a conversation 
or advertisements or billboards, our brains latch  
onto it, and the distraction crowds out quieter,   
mellower thoughts.  

And it masks the still, small voice of God. Any time 
we can get quiet, be peaceful, and focus on God will 
help build and strengthen our relationship with Him. 

Removing the masking noise and distractions       

by Sean Connolly 
MASKING 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
It is difficult to believe that we are entering our final month of preschool! What a wonderful 
year we have had! Friendships have developed, lessons have been studied, songs have been 
sung and the love of Christ is so evident. What a privilege to share Jesus with the children. It 
warms my heart to listen to them sing, repeat stories and prayers, and their willingness to tell 
others about Jesus. 

The caterpillars have arrived and are growing like crazy! We are anxiously observing and recording the  
changes from caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly.  

We will take advantage of the great outdoors that God has created and go geocaching this month. The      
children love looking for clues and searching for the treasures.  

Thank you for the privilege to serve and teach the young children! 

http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

MONDAYS, 6:30-8:00PM 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org  

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS, 6:00-6:30PM 

 

Ministry Contact—Stephanie Metzger 
enfuegoatlcc@gmail.com 

 

Kids Church and nursery are available for children 
through 5th grade during the Saturday 5:30pm and 
Sunday 9am services. Don’t forget to check out our 
“LIFE Kids, AWANA & Parent Resources” page on 
our website and app. You’ll find downloadable  
resources for kids and families to do at home. 
Worship packs are also available to print at home 
to help kids engage with each week’s sermon. 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Sean Connolly 
seanconn.mt@gmail.com 465-2033 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

WEDNESDAYS, 7:00-9:00PM,  

Doors open at 6:00PM 

 

 

  

Date Theme Bring 

May 4 
Love Your 

Leader 

Bring a card or treat for 
your leader 

May 11 Store Night  

May 18 AWARDS Night  

Tuesdays 

Club begins at 6:00pm 

Life Covenant Church VBS 2021 

We are excited to announce 

that online registration for 

children ages 3 years to     

entering 5th grade opens 

May 1st for Life Covenant 

Church families and May 18th for the general 

public. Join us as we experience the sights, 

sounds, smells and tastes of the desert as we 

follow Moses out of Egypt, all while learning 

about the life-changing truth of God’s love. 

You can register by visiting our VBS website at 

VBSLCC.com.  

In addition to registration for VBS participation, 

we’re also inviting volunteers to help share 

God’s immeasurable love with children from 

around Helena. The more volunteers, the more 

children we can reach with the Good News.  

There are so many ways to get involved!          

Volunteers can also sign up at VBSLCC.com, or 

contact Deanna Carlson to find out how you can 

join the team!  

June 21-25 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
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FAMILY PROMISE 

Thank you for serving during LCC’s host week for Family Promise! Five different families were blessed         
because of your meals, donations and overnight hosting! Please continue to pray for the guests who are in 
the program, especially for several who are noticeably young parents. 

Interested in volunteering in another way? Family Promise is looking for mentors for the guests in their   
program. If you have skills in the areas of cooking, parenting, or finances and are willing to share your        
expertise by mentoring Family Promise guests, please call Family Promise at 406-465-9467. 

The next time Life Covenant Church hosts Family Promise we will be back in our own facility, so stay tuned 
for upcoming details.   

Thank you again for your continued participation in Family Promise! You make a difference! 

 

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING IN THE CHILDREN OR YOUTH MINISTRIES? REDUCING THE RISK TRAINING  

At Life Covenant Church we have implemented a child and youth protection program utilizing Reducing the 
Risk training. In an effort to keeping our ministry safe, this program requires that every adult working with 
any youth under 18 years of age go through a training and screening process every three years.  

If you would like to serve in our children/youth ministries, please join us for training on one of the dates 
listed below. If you are due for re-training, you may choose to attend one of these training sessions as well. 
We also encourage parents and grandparents to attend a session and receive this valuable training. Please 
sign-up in the foyer. Contact the church office for more details or if you have any questions: 442-6813.  

* For those VBS staff in need of re-training, the VBS meeting on June 14th (6:30-8:30pm) will include a    
retraining session; you do not need to attend any of the below trainings.  

RTR Training Dates:  

• Sunday, May 16 from 12:30-1:30pm 

• Tuesday, May 25 from 7-8pm 

• Wednesday, June 2 from 7-8pm 

* Monday, June 14 from 5:15-6:15pm (immediately prior to the VBS staff meeting – A great way for VBS 
volunteers who have never had RTR training to complete everything all in one evening!)  

SAVE THE DATE (JUNE 12 at 10:30AM)—LET’S CELEBRATE SHERYL OLSON! 

Join us to hear from Sheryl Olson (who now lives in Stevensville, but has a long connection with LCC) as she 
shares the story of writing her book, Anyway, about the life of her great great grandmother, Margaret     
Hassel Lindback, who emigrated to the United States from Sweden in 1853. It is quite the story of a life lived 
during a time of unbelievable change both in Sweden and in the United States. Since Life Covenant Church 
has Swedish roots, it is a great history lesson about those who emigrated and established 
communities throughout the United States. 

The BAG Ladies (Books Are Good) book club will be hosting the event at the church. 
Sheryl will have copies of her books available, or you can bring your own copy and she 
will autograph it for you. You can purchase a copy of Anyway on Amazon, or give Karen 
Lewis a call at  442-1792 and she’ll order one for you. In addition, three copies have been 
placed in the church library.   

If you have any questions, contact Karen at 442-1792 or mtnmema@gmail.com.        
Hope to see you on June 12! EVERYONE is welcome! 

mailto:mtnmema@gmail.com
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VOLUNTEER TO HELP WITH LCC FACILTY UPGRADES 

New carpet will be installed in several of our rooms and the downstairs entryway/hallway areas in early 
June. In preparation for these upgrades, please consider joining us for one or more of the dates/times     
below to do some painting, moving furniture, removing carpet, cleaning up the exterior, etc. Join us for all 
or a portion of these timeframes: 

• Friday, May 21 from 8am - 4pm 

• Saturday, May 22 from 8am - 2pm 

• Tuesday, May 25 from 6pm - 8pm 

• Wednesday, May 26 from 6pm - 8pm 

Contact Neil Botts at neil@lifecchelena.org with questions. Thanks. 

 

WAYS TO SERVE AT LCC 

We are excited about more and more people returning to LCC services and ministries. This also creates 
many opportunities for people to serve in the life of the church. Consider the following ways to serve and 
either contact Deanna Carlson at deanna@lifeccchelena.org or Neil Botts at neil@lifecchelena.org to get 
connected or fill out the Ways To Serve online form on our website or mobile app. 

WOMEN OF LIFE COVENANT 

You are welcome to join us for another morning of simple fellowship—coffee, tea, and catching up—on   
Saturday, May 8, from 9:00am to noon. You can come and go as needed—stay for all three hours or pop in 
and out if you want! Feel free to bring a project to work on. Please text/call Stephanie Metzger at 406-459-
9292 with questions. 

• Nursery Team 

• Kids Church Leader 

• Kids Church Helper 

• Life Group Leader or Host 

• Facebook Chat Host Team 

• Facility Team 

• Sound/Tech Teams 

• Live Stream Team 

• Usher/Greeter Team 

VBS IS FOR EVERYONE FROM AGES 3 TO 103! 
VOLUNTEERS, STOP BY OUR TENT AND JOIN US 
AS WE JOURNEY THROUGH THE WILDERNESS 

WITH MOSES!  

Our goal is to reach 200 children with God's love at 
our Wilderness Escape VBS this summer. This takes a 
crew of over 100 volunteers! How can you help? 
There are so many ways! Sign up online at 
vbslcc.com. You can also fill out a in the foyer or   
contact Deanna Carlson at deanna@lifecchelena.org  
or 442-6813.  

GRADUATE RECOGNITION WEEKEND 
 

We are collecting names and photos of this 
year’s high school, college, trade-school, and 
graduate students for our Graduate Recogni-
tion Weekend. During services, May 22 & 23, 
we will present a slideshow of all LCC’s 2020-
2021 graduates. Submit your name, school 
and degree with a senior/graduation photo to 
lynnette@lifecchelena.org by May 17. 

mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org
mailto:deanna@lifeccchelena.org
mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org
http://vbslcc.com
mailto:deanna@lifecchelena.org
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“…as God’s chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness,  

humility, gentleness and 
patience. Bear with each 

other and forgive one   
another if any of you has  

a grievance against  
someone. Forgive as     

the Lord forgave you.        
And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds 

them all together in     
perfect unity.  

Colossians 3:12-14  


