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THE RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL  by Keith Johnson 
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Throughout this month our focus will be the story 
or parable of the prodigal son. We’ll study this 
story and each of its characters—the prodigal, the 
elder son and the father. I hope you’ll join us! 

*** 

Finally, as we come to the end of 
another school year full of Kid’s 
Church, Nursery, Awana, 
Confirmation, EnFuego and 
Voltage activities, I want to thank 
the many, many volunteers who 

cook meals, hold babies, teach lessons, run around 
the Awana Circle, track attendance, and listen to 
and encourage young people. Middle School 
students, High School students, adults and senior 
citizens alike donate thousands of hours over the 
course of these months to speak into the lives of 
the children and young people of these groups.  

We so appreciate all these efforts to “Train up a 
child in the way he should go….” (Proverbs 22:6) 
and help our children become “...a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)  

Well done everyone! It’s a pleasure to watch your 
efforts.  
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The Return of the Prodigal 

May 4 & 5  The Younger Son: Searching Where It Can Not Be Found 

May 11 & 12 The Elder Son: Lost in Resentment and Rivalry 

May 18 & 19 The Father: A First and Everlasting Love 

May 25 & 26 On Listening and Following 

When I was in high school, a popular song was "Tie a 
Yellow Ribbon.” Tony Orlando and Dawn sang it.  It 
tells of a man who's been sent to prison. He's served 
his time and is now coming home on the bus. But he 
admits that the woman who 
once loved him has every 
right to reject him. He's to 
blame. So he's written to tell 
her that if she forgives him, 
she should "tie a yellow 
ribbon 'round the old oak 
tree." If there's no yellow 
ribbon, he'll just go riding by on the bus. 

As the miles roll by, all the man thinks about is that 
oak tree. When he gets home, will there be a yellow 
ribbon on it? 

The song ends with the entire busload of people 
cheering as the man sees not one but a hundred 
yellow ribbons on that old oak tree! She  not only 
forgives him, but she exuberantly welcomes him 
home. 

Like the man on the bus, many people wonder if 
God will truly love us and forgive us. The Bible 
assures us of God's welcome. The yellow ribbons 
will be there. 

“Tie a yellow ribbon 

‘round the old oak 

tree.” 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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TO-DO LIST  

I need more time. Apparently, God made a mistake 
by only making a day 24 hours long, and then 
requiring about 1/3 of that to be wasted on sleep for 
us humans. Obviously, He has not seen what’s on my 
to-do list. Inexplicably, my list needs to keep growing, 
too, because of the many things I need to do to 
ensure my peace, happiness and completeness that 
only take “minutes a day”.  

If I believe the bombardment of advertisements and 
self-help gurus, mere minutes will guarantee my 
emerald green lawn will make my neighbors jealous; 
my relationships will strengthen; my teeth will 
sparkle brilliant white; my house and office will be 
clutter-free; my body will be chiseled; my mind will 
be sharp, and I could hablo español. But even at just 
minutes each day, I still need more time in the day to 
cram it all in. 

In the midst of conquering the Promised Land, Joshua 
needed more time, too. While his army was in pursuit 
of the Amorites, Joshua prayed to God for more time 
to ensure a victory, and God responded. “So the sun 
stood still, and the moon stopped, till the nation 
triumphed over its enemies . . .The sun stopped in 
the middle of the sky and delayed going down about 

a full day ” (Joshua 10:13).  

Does this mean if we pray to God, He’ll stretch time 
during our day as well, so we can get things done? 
Not necessarily. Joshua was specifically doing what 
God asked him to do: conquer the Promised Land.  

What does God ask of you and me? Well, He put a to
-do list in the Book of Deuteronomy. We’re 
supposed to: 

• “Fear the Lord your God,  

• to walk in obedience to him,  

• to love him,  

• to serve the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul, and  

• to observe the Lord’s commands and 
decrees.” (Deuteronomy 10:12-13)  

Want to make the sun stand still in your life? Even if 
our day is cluttered with an endless list of items we 
can’t possibly get done in 24 hours, we should 
wonder, “Does this have anything to do with what 
God has asked me to do?” If the answer is no, good 
luck getting rid of that frantic, hurried, too-busy 
feeing. God will not stretch time so we can cross 
items off our list. He’s wants us to adhere to His to-
do list first. 

by Sean Connolly 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Wow! It is hard to believe that we only have one month left out of school. 

Our Spring Sing and Art Show was a huge success! Thank you for your attendance and 
support! 

Spring is a time for planting and new growth. We are very thankful for our trip to 
Chadwick's Nursery next month. We will be planting and studying how plants grow.   

We have been observing and studying live tadpoles in the classroom. We anxiously wait for the legs to 
appear! 

Registration for next fall is underway. Please let us know if you would like to schedule a visit. 

Happy May! 
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Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th-8th Grade)  

5:45-6:15pm 

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 

(6th- 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm,  
Program is from 6:30-8:45pm 

Includes Dinner 

After School Program 
3:00pm-6:30pm 

H I G H  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider 

mattswider@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Voltage, Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm, 
Program starts at 6:30-9:00pm 

Includes Dinner 

For more information call the church 
office at 442-6813 or visit 

lifecchelena.org  

Attention 5th Graders! 

You are invited to a special EnFuego night for 5th grad-
ers on Wednesday, May 8.  Come and get the scoop 
on Middle School activities! Contact Keith at 442-6813 
for more information. 

  Life Covenant Church VBS 2019 

 

        We are excited to an-   
        nounce that online regis- 
        tration opens May 1st for  
        Athens VBS – Paul’s Dan-
gerous Journey to Share the Truth.  Join us as we 
experience the sights, sounds, smells and tastes of 
Athens, Greece in A.D. 50, all while learning about 
the life-changing truth of God’s love. 

You can register by visiting our VBS website at 
VBSLCC.com. 

In addition to registration for VBS participation, 
we’re also inviting volunteers to help share God’s 
immeasurable love with 200 children from around 
Helena.  There are so many ways to get involved!  
Contact Deanna Carlson to find out how you can 
join the team! 

June 17 – June 21 

9:00pm– 12:00pm 

 

Tuesdays 
Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

May 7 Chicken & Rice 
Last Store 

Night 
 

May 14 

Awards Night/

Ice Cream 

Social 

Award Night 

(no dinner) 

Celebrate!/Ice 

Cream Social  

AWANA Awards Night – May 14 

We invite all families to join us at 6pm for our 
Awards Ceremony and Ice Cream Social!  (PLEASE 
NOTE: There is NO family dinner on this night; we 
will have ice cream following the ceremony instead.) 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:mattswider@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  
55 and Better Luncheon – Friday, May 10th at noon 

It’s finally spring!  Join us for our May luncheon and a good visit with friends! Give Lynnette a call in the 

church office (442-6813) to let her know you’ll be attending. See you there! 

Habitat for Humanity & LCC Partner for a Work Day 

The mission team has arranged for a Life Covenant Church volunteer work day with Habitat for Humanity on 
Saturday, May 18th. The work site is the six houses Habitat is currently constructing at the east end of Twilight 
Ave in Mountain Meadows subdivision. The address is 2878 Twilight Ave., Helena MT for those with GPS.  We 
will be doing some of the finishing touches on the houses, such as painting, trim work, landscaping, etc. Work 
clothes, close-toed shoes, gloves and safety glasses if you have them are recommended. No tools are neces-
sary. We will meet at the site at 8:30 and work until 4:00, with a break for lunch. Lunch will be provid-
ed. There will be a volunteer sign-up sheet in the foyer two week-ends prior to May 18. Please sign up if you 
plan to volunteer so that we know how many to plan for  lunch. If you have questions you may contact Sami 
Butler at 461-8797 or Dave Cogley at 442-3176. See you there! 

Interested in volunteering in the children or youth ministries? Reducing the Risk Training 

At Life Covenant Church we have implemented a child and youth protection program utilizing Reducing the 
Risk training. In an effort to keeping our ministry safe from child abuse, this program requires that every adult 
working with any youth under 18 years of age go through a training and screening process every three years. 

If you would like to serve in our children/youth ministries, please join us for training on one of the dates listed 
below. If you are due for re-training, you may choose to attend one of these training sessions as well. We also 
encourage parents and grandparents to attend a session and receive this valuable training. Please sign-up in 
the foyer. Contact the church office for more details or if you have any questions: 442-6813.  

* For those VBS staff in need of re-training, the VBS meeting on June 10th (7-9pm) will include a retraining 
session; you do not need to attend any of the below trainings. 

RTR Training Dates: 

• Saturday, May 18 3:30-5pm 

• Tuesday, May 21 7-8:30pm 

• Wednesday, June 5 7-8:30pm 

• * Monday, June 10 5:45-7pm (immediately prior to the VBS staff meeting – A great way for VBS  
volunteers who have never had RTR training to complete everything all in one evening!) 

This month we wrap up our three-year giving 

campaign to fund the new entry and remodel of 

the kitchen and bathrooms in the older part of 

our  

facility.  We thank you for your generosity. The 

initial amount pledged was $256,000 and while 

final numbers are not in yet, over $306,000 has been received. We are very 

thankful for the generosity of this congregation!  

In a congregational meeting on April 6, all the people present unanimously 

voted to begin a new campaign to retire this debt as quickly as possible. Our 

leadership team will announce a plan the weekend of May 4 & 5, 2019.  

Join us in welcoming  

our new  Administrative Assistant, 

Lynnette Sena  
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

The Big Sky Celebration with Will Graham is coming to Helena September 6
th

, 7
th

 & 8
th

.  The whole 
reason this event exists is to bring people to a relationship with Jesus Christ. Life Covenant Church 
will be partnering in this event and we hope you will join us in a variety of ways. Please be aware of 
these upcoming events: 

Helena | Christian Life & Witness Courses 

April 29 - May 18 

For locations and schedule, pick up a flyer 

in the foyer or visit BigSkyCelebration.com 

 

Helena | FM419 (Christian Life and Witness 

Course for students) 

May 18 @ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Helena First Assembly 

         Mark your calendars to join us this summer! 

June  17-21  — Vacation Bible School 

July 12-14 — Family Camp at C-N 

August 15-18  — Holland Lake Camping Trip 

 

VBS IS FOR EVERYONE FROM AGES 3 TO 103!  
VOLUNTEERS, STOP BY OUR TENT AND JOIN US AS 

WE JOURNEY TO ATHENS WITH PAUL! 

Our goal is to reach 200 children with God's love 

at our Athens VBS this summer. This takes a 

crew of over 100 volunteers! How can you help? 

There are so many ways! Visit the Athens tent in 

the foyer or contact Deanna Carlson (442-6813 

or deanna@lifecchelena.org ) to sign-up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduate Recognition Weekend 

We are collecting names and photos of 

this year’s high school, college, trade-

school grads, and graduate students for 

our Graduate Recognition Weekend. 

During services, May 18/19, we will  

present a slideshow of all LCC’s 2018/19 

graduates. Submit your name, school, 

and degree, with a senior/graduation 

photo to mattswider@lifecchelena.org 

by May 6.  

https://bigsky.billygraham.org/event/helena-christian-life-witness-courses/
https://bigsky.billygraham.org/event/fm419/
mailto:deanna@lifecchelena.org
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Jesus said, “In the same 

way God’s angels are 

happy when even one 

person turns to him.”  

Luke 15:24 CEV 


