
four prophets speak to god’s people 
in different ways ...

don’t you see how much
god loves you, even though
you don’t love him back? if
god can love an unfaithful

people, then I can love
an unfaithful wife.

  amos, a shepherd and fig-picker, is
watching his sheep when god calls him
  to a dangerous job. amos goes to
the  city of bethel in Israel and
  gives god’s message.

you are
like a crooked

wall that must be
destroyed before

a new one can
be built.
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H micah, a small-town prophet, wants life to be better

     for the poor. he dares
      to tell the wealthy
    leaders of judah and
      Israel what they are
          doing wrong.

what the big locusts miss, the young
locusts will eat. but if you will turn
back to god, he will repay you for

what the locusts have eaten.

and in the later days, god’s spirit will
be with you. your children will prophesy; 

the elderly will dream dreams, and
the young will see visions.

you hate
justice, and you
hold down the
poor. you know
what god wants

you to do! be fair,
be forgiving, and

be friends with god.

one day, in the little town of
bethlehem, a savior will be born and

his kingdom will last forever.

hosea loves his wife, gomer, very much. but one 
day she leaves him. the law says hosea can 
divorce his wife, but he chooses to stay married 
to her. he tells the people of israel that they 
have treated god the same way. 
god loves his people, but they 
have run away to worship idols.

like a mighty army
destroying everything 
in its path, millions 
of locust swarm over 
judah. they eat all the 
crops and leave empty 
fields behind.
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“I need your help, Lord,” 
     Sarah whispered.

Shepherd  Shepherd  
for  a  Dayfor  a  Day
Shepherd  Shepherd  
for  a  Dayfor  a  Day
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Emily Newton was worried. 
“Dad, I don’t think we should 
let her do it. Being a shepherd 
is too dangerous,” she said.
 “It’s not that dangerous,” her 
younger sister, Sarah, replied. 
“And don’t forget, you’ve been 
shepherding since you were 
my age.”
 “If you run into trouble, 
what’ll you do?” asked Emily.
 “Big Rex and I can take care 
of it.” Big Rex was their large 
Merino ram.
 “I’m the only one of us 
who can take the sheep out 
tomorrow,” Sarah insisted. 
“Besides, I won’t be alone. God 
will be with me. Remember 
how God helped David in the 
Bible kill a lion and a bear?”
 Finally Mr. Newton agreed.
 “Great!” Sarah shouted. 
“It’ll be a great time to try out 
my new boots.”
 Emily made a face. “You 
and those boots. That’s all you 
talk about.”
 “And you,” said Sarah, 
“are always talking about 
listening to those pilots on 
your shortwave radio. What 
a waste of time!” Emily just 
shook her head.
 The following morning Sarah 
was up and ready to go early. 
Moving across the dry range, the 
sheep fed on stubble and grass. 
Sarah thought about shepherds 
in Bible times. Shepherding 
was a big responsibility. The 

sheep would have been lost 
without their shepherd. They 
depended on the shepherd to 
lead them to food and water, 
and to protect them.
 The heat became more 
intense at midday. Ahead 
Sarah saw a ridge about half a 
mile away where the animals 
could rest. She prodded them 
with the stick she used as a 
shepherd’s crook.
 It wasn’t long before Sarah 
heard a fierce, high-pitched 
growl. A mountain lion 
appeared out of a nearby 
thicket. Some of the sheep 
were frightened, but Sarah 
quieted them.
 The ram, Big Rex, placed 
himself between the ewes 
and the mountain lion. He 
stood motionless, staring at 
the intruder. The lion became 
cautious and made low, angry 
growls.
 Sarah moved cautiously. 
Her eyes were fastened on the 
ram. All at once the toe of her 
right boot caught in a hole. 
She tripped and fell facedown. 
There was a terrible pain in 
her left leg!
 “Owww, my leg!” she cried. Her 
eyes filled with tears because of 
the pain. A prayer came to her 
lips. “Lord, I need Your help. I 
don’t know what to do!”
 At that instant she heard a 
crackling in the underbrush. 
A deer leaped into the open. 
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The mountain lion, startled by 
the noise, turned its head. Rex 
charged forward, butting the 
lion on the side of its neck. Rex 
caught the lion off balance.
 The mountain lion rolled 
over and over downhill. Its 
paws thrashed the ground 
and the air. It was dazed by 
the force of Rex’s 130 pounds. 
The great cat shook itself, 
growled in defeat, and slunk 
away.
 Tears of happiness crowded 
Sarah’s eyes, but the dust in 
her throat seemed to choke her. 
Also the pain in her leg was 
worse. “How will I ever get the 
sheep home?” she wondered. 
She prayed again for God’s help.

 Later Sarah heard galloping 
horses. Dad and Emily were 
headed her way! Seeing them, 
Sarah cried for joy.
 Dad took Sarah home on his 
horse while Emily stayed to 
round up the sheep and bring 
them home.
 On the way home Sarah 
told Dad the whole story. “I’m 
sorry, Dad. If only I hadn’t 
tripped in that hole,” she said. 
She felt miserable. “I wanted 
to do a good job.”
 “You did fine, Sarah,” Dad 
assured her. “The sheep are 
safe, aren’t they? Don’t be so 
hard on yourself.”
 As soon as they reached 
home, Dad called their family 

As the mountain lion turned its head, Rex charged forward.
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doctor, Dr. Bossert. While they 
waited for him, Sarah asked, 
“Dad, how did you know we 
were in trouble?”
 “Emily heard a pilot report 
that something unusual was 
happening on the ridge, but 
he couldn’t see exactly what 
it was. So Emily and I took no 
chances. We rode up to see if 
you needed us.”
 “Listening to those radio 
reports wasn’t a waste of time 
after all. I was wrong about 
that. Guess I need to apologize 
to Emily when she gets back.”
 By the time Dr. Bossert 
arrived, Sarah’s leg was very 
swollen. He had to cut her boot 
off. She hated to see her new 

boots ruined, but it did make 
her leg feel better.
 “It’s a bad sprain,” announced 
Dr. Bossert. “You’ll have to 
use crutches for a while.”
 That night in bed, Sarah 
thought about everything that 
had happened—the mountain 
lion, Rex’s bravery, her fall, 
her prayers. She thanked God 
for His help.
 Then Sarah went to sleep 
with a smile on her face, 
remembering Dad’s good-
night promise: “As soon as your 
leg is better, we’ll go into town 
for some new boots. You’re not 
just ‘Shepherd for a Day,’ you 
know. You’re going to have the 
job all summer.”

 Lesson 6, Page 5



Spring is here! Shake off those winter blues and head 
outside with a camera. You’re going on a word search! 
As you walk, search for letter shapes in the world around 
you. When you find one, take a picture of it. You can look 
for the letters in your name or see how many letters you 
can find. 

When you have a picture of each letter you are looking 
for, print the photos and make something special to re-
member your word search. You can put the photos to-
gether to make an alphabet book or spell out your name 
or initials with the photos and frame it. 

Lesson 6, Page 6



Alphabet Checklist

Letter Finding Hints
Take this checklist with you. As you find 
each letter, check it off your list. If you 
take more than one picture for each letter 
you can pick your favorite one later. 

Move around. Don’t just stand up looking 
for letters. Look at the ground. Look up 
toward the sky. Squatting down or laying 
on the grass might help you find letters 
you would have missed otherwise. 

Look in different places. Look around 
your neighborhood, school, church, a local 
park, or an area where there are lots of 
buildings. Make sure to get a parent’s 
permission before going out on your 
own. You can do this project over several 
days. Keep a camera with you and take a 
picture whenever you spot a letter.

Two sets of eyes are better than one. Get 
your family or friends to help you on your 
search. Together, you can find more.

The letter shapes don’t have to be 
perfect. You just have to be able to 
recognize the letter. How you take the 
picture can help you recognize the letter. 
Try to take the picture with only the letter 
showing. If you can’t, you can always crop, 
or cut, the picture later to show just the 
letter.

Be creative. Look for upper and lower 
case letters. Half of a bicycle tire or other 
round object could make a letter C. Part 
of a chain link fence could be an X or 
an O.

A    B     C    D    E     F     G     

H    I      J      K    L     M    N    

O    P     Q    R    S     T    U     

V   W   X    Y    Z Lesson 6, Page 7



1. Puppy and kitty mills and 
starving horses make you mad. 
How can anyone be so cruel to 
any of God’s creatures? You 
wish you could find wonder-
ful homes for all the rescued 
animals on the planet. Take 
heart! When you take one 
step for good, like adopting a 
pet, you help the world’s evil 
fade a little bit. Read Amos’s 
viewpoint in Amos 5:15.

3. What does evil look like in 
your community, your school? 
How have you seen good words 
and actions overcome the mean 
and hostile stuff in life?   

    faith
forward

Read this week about the importance of practicing good, not dishonesty:

a Amos 2:6-7, 10-12 a Amos 5:6-8, 12-15, 21-24 a Amos 7:10-15

List at least a dozen “good” things and five or fewer “bad” things. Pray 
for the good to multiply in your life and the bad to disappear.  

in touch with God

  key verse 
Hate evil, love good.
   Amos 5:15

devotional                                             PIX

Copyrighted material; permission required to reproduce.

Pause a minute

Play it out

Take a look back

Record your thoughts

2. Put yourself in Amos’s shoes. 
You’re a businessman-farmer 
raising sheep and figs, and God 
asks you to speak out publicly 
against the rebellious people 
of Israel. One minute you go 
from shearing wool to warning 
people to stop their destruc-
tive ways. You’re not a masked 
avenger, but a God-follower 
who unmasks the immoral ways 
of your fellow countrymen. 
“Seek good, not evil, that you 
may live,” you advise (Amos 
5:14). Search for and practice 
good. Would the people listen? 
Will we? Our good actions can 
speak louder than our words.  
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