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ideas more,  and especially how talents, and spiritual 
gifts and passions come into the conversation, I want 
to invite you to the sermon reflection groups on 
Tuesday at 2:00PM and 7:00 PM. In these two groups, 
we’ll focus on these ideas for a few weeks. You can 
join us either via Zoom or at the church in room 202 
in person.  

Finally, I want to review our next 
steps forward. We’ve been enjoying 
online services together and those 
services will continue in a little 
different form. We are working hard 
to provide a warm, personal, 
meaningful, and worshipful event 
that looks a lot like what we do 
now. At each online service, we’ll 

sing, interact with children, hear Biblical teaching and 
you’ll be able to interact with others in the comment 
section of Facebook Live as many of you do now. You 
can also view the online service from a direct link on 
our mobile app and website. There is no “chat” option 
through this link. Further, we’ll keep the last service 
up online all week for you to watch on our Facebook 
page, on our website or app.  

 Our in-person services will look a little different.  

• We encourage everyone to follow the health 
guidelines that we are all very familiar with these 
days and, with a common sense approach, use 
them in all areas of our lives right now, including 

(Continued on page 2) 

by Keith Johnson  

Over the summer we’ll be sharing a sermon series 
entitled “Little Books, Big Lessons.” Perhaps a little 
like a chocolate company sampler, we’ll give you a 
little taste of what is in the section of the Bible 
called the Minor Prophets.  

Located at the end of the Old Testament are twelve 
shorter books of the Bible. The reason they are 
called Minor Prophets is simply 
because they are shorter than 
the five Major Prophets that 
directly precede them.  

The prophets spoke into the lives 
of the people of Israel and Judah. 
They spoke out against violence 
and sins such as idolatry, 
drunkenness, and sexual 
immorality. They addressed the need for justice 
and the freeing of people who were oppressed. 
They spoke about getting to work on God’s house 
and to stop procrastinating.   

This summer, we’ll let the words spoken by 
prophets 2,400 to 2,800 years ago speak to us 
today.  

On another topic, in May, Quinn Holzer led us 
through a series of sermons called “Reimagining 
Work.” The Biblical principles brought out in the 
series caused a lot of us think about and talk about 
our own ideas about work. We want to continue 
those conversations. If you want to explore these 

Series: Little Books, Big Lessons  

June 6 & 7 Prophecy 101—Part 1 

June 13 & 14 Prophecy 101—Part 2  

June 20 & 21 Hosea 

June 27 & 28 Joel  

“We’ll let the words 

spoken by prophets 

2,400 to 2,800 years 

ago speak to us today.” 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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The work would be almost done by the time I got 
there. Several days before I arrived, my grandfather 
would ask me for help on some project, like painting, 
fixing the fence, raking the leaves, whatever. But he 
would always have a good chunk of the work done 
before I showed up. For example, if I was supposed to 
be repotting 10 plants, six would be done by the time I 
got there. He was by no means young, and seemed 
very unsteady on his feet, but he was like a geriatric 
Energizer Bunny. 

One time, he asked me to deal with the old wooden 
gutters, which meant cleaning out leaves and applying 
oil as a preservative. It also meant a lot of ladder 
work. Now, my grandparents’ house sat on a very un-
even lot, so a single story in the back of the house 
turned into a death-defying high-wire act in the front. 
And the slope on the sides of the house required a lot 
of blocking to make sure the ladder, and the person 
on it, didn’t tip and fall down the side of the house. 

When I drove up, my mouth dropped open when I re-
alized Pop-Pop had the leaves cleaned out of the 
gutters on two sides of the house. When he saw my 
astonished face and I said what was he thinking risking 
life and limb and that’s why I’m here and I’m more 
than happy to do it, he just said matter-of-factly, “I got 

 

a little bit of a start on things.” Later that afternoon, 
my grandmother told me, “He just gets excited know-
ing you are coming to help; he can’t help himself.” 

Instead of me doing all the work, as I expected, I un-
derstood my grandfather and I were coworkers, and it 
apparently brought him tremendous joy. That joy en-
ergized him to start the job, even before I lifted a fin-
ger to help. Because he started earlier than me, it 
made the entire day, the entire project, the entire pro-
cess smoother and faster than if I had done all the 
work on my own. And as much as I railed against his 
climbing the ladder, my doing less work left me with 
more energy for the rest of the day. In a way, my 
grandfather’s excitement strengthened me. 

Similarly, when we align our efforts with God’s will, He 
gets excited and starts helping us in ways we don’t ex-
pect, immediately see or initially understand. But 
eventually it becomes evident, “the joy of the Lord is 
your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).  

What can you do today that will bring God great joy? 

 
 

Looking for new study material? Have your Small Group check 
out my website www.seanconnwriter.com for discussion top-
ics, and while you’re there, please sign up for my email list.  

by Sean Connolly 
POP-POP 

what we do at church. 

• The sanctuary will look a little different with 
chairs arranged for social distancing.  

• Families will be asked to sit together and 
children will stay with their families during the 
entire service.  

• We won’t provide snacks or beverages initially, 
but you are free to bring your own for your family.  

• Because we want to provide access for 
everyone, even for those who are more 
vulnerable, at the 11:00am service, we will ask that 
everyone who attends that service to wear a 
protective mask. At the other services, masks are 
optional. We have about 200 cloth masks ready to 

go, sewn by people in our church and those will be 
available in the entryway. 

• We’ll be cleaning surfaces between our times 
together. 

I again thank you for your response to this situation. I 
am honored to serve a congregation that seeks to live 
out their faith in a time like this. You have sought to 
demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit to others. You have 
built others up according to their needs. You have 
sought understanding and wisdom. You forgave and 
sought forgiveness. You have turned to God as your 
refuge and strength. You have pursued God’s peace in 
a storm. Thank you. And as we take these next steps, 
let’s continue on this path. 

 

(Continued from pg. 1) 

http://www.seanconnwriter.com


Page 3 V O L U M E  2 0 1 ,  N O .  6  

 

(6th- 8th Grade) 
Check www.enfuegoatlcc.com and the EnFuego 

Facebook page for notifications and updates          
on summer activities.  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  437-8158 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th - 8th Grade) 
SUMMER BREAK 

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 

(6th - 8th Grade) 
SUMMER BREAK 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

Summer events will start in July.  

Dates and times are to be determined. 

 

VBS and Summer  
Activities 

We have prayerfully decided to postpone VBS 
due to uncertainties and guidelines related to 
the coronavirus. Just as the Israelites had to wait 
to enter the Promised Land, we are going to 
have to wait just a bit longer for “the best week 
of the year.” 

We are looking at possible dates in August to 
reschedule Wilderness Escape VBS.  As soon as 
we have more information and are able to     
determine a feasible date, we will let you 
know. We continue to explore additional family 
and children’s activities for the summer. 

We are grateful for your willingness as parents 
to entrust your children to our care. We are also 
thankful for all those who help make VBS hap-
pen as your service allows this special ministry 
to take place each year. 

Once we were unable to meet in person, EnFuego 
continued meetings on Zoom. While not ideal, we are 
grateful for technology and programs that allowed us 
to continue to connect with middle school students! 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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NOTE: PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  lifecchelena.org , OUR APP OR OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR THE MOST 
RECENT UPDATES. 
 

SANITIZING TEAM NEEDED FOR RE-OPENING WORSHIP SERVICES  

As we re-open our worship services, we are forming a team to help sanitize areas of the LCC building in be-
tween worship services. More specifically, we need two teams each weekend: 1) a team to help sanitize on 
Saturday evening AFTER the 5:30pm service; and 2) a team to help sanitize on Sunday morning after the 9am 
service prior to the 11am service. The tasks will likely include things like wiping down door handles, tables, 
water fountains, countertop surfaces in bathrooms, light switches, etc. We are looking for people who could 
rotate into one of these teams for the foreseeable future on rotating weekends or as available. If you are in-
terested and available to serve in this manner, please contact Neil at neil@lifecchelena.org or 406-442-6813.  
 

THE DISCIPLINE OF GRACE, BY JERRY BRIDGES: BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

Read and discuss Bridges' reflection on the role of grace in becoming more like Jesus Christ. This group will 
meet Thursdays, 11:00am-12:00pm in Room 203 beginning June 11. Please contact Pastor Neil for more infor-
mation or to sign up at neil@lifecchelena.org or 406-442-6813.  
 

SPRING CLEANUP ON SATURDAY, JUNE 13 

Join us for a few hours to do some spring cleanup at Life Covenant Church. Most projects will be outside and 
will require work gloves, rakes, shovels and wheelbarrows. We will begin at 8am and be done no later than 
11am. 
 

GRIEFSHARE 

GriefShare is a caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experi-
ences. GriefShare is meeting on Wednesdays at noon in room 202. If you have questions, contact the office at 
442-6813. 
 

LIFE COVENANT CHURCH APP AND PODCAST AVAILABLE 
Download the LCC App—available for Apple, Android and Kindle devices. You can also subscribe to the LCC 
podcast available through Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, TuneIn or Stitcher. 

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

LCC Preschool wrapped up another fun-filled, successful year. Although the past few 
months were not quite what we had expected or wished they could be, modifications 
were made to connect to students and families. Throughout the year children              
developed new friendships and strengthened their social skills. Many songs were sung, 
stories were read, activities were created, and children were engaged in many new    
experiences. Of all the things we learned and did—nothing compares to the love of Jesus that engulfed 
our classroom. Each week we studied a bible story, reinforcing how much Christ loves and what He did for 
us. What a blessing to share Christ with young children. 
 

THANK YOU to Angela Brent and Heather McNeil for their countless hours of volunteering to assist with 
the administration of our school. THANK YOU to our amazing LCC Staff for all of their assistance with our 
school needs. THANK YOU to “Grandpa” Walt Joyce for generously driving the bus for our fieldtrips! We 
THANK our LCC family for your continued prayers and support! Happy Summer! 

mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org
mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org


Page 5 V O L U M E  2 0 1 ,  N O . 6  

George Metzger has been serving in Life Covenant’s Middle School ministry for about 10 years. He has been 

a valuable member to our team and is a gifted leader. He has a servant’s heart, is kind to everyone and    

always makes the students feel welcome. George and his wife Stephanie will be starting a young adult    

ministry at Life Covenant Church. Even though he will be greatly missed at EnFuego, we are grateful that 

George and Stephanie will be creating a welcoming environment for our young adults. We wish them the 

best with their new ministry. Please keep them in your prayers.  

ENFUEGO SAYS “THANK YOU” 

NEW YOUNG ADULT SMALL GROUP 

If you are 18-29 years old, plan to join us Thursday evenings starting in the fall for a young adult small group! 
Please also join us for a few kick-off events this summer—we would love to get to know you and get out of 
the house for some much needed social time!   

George and Stephanie Metzger have been volunteering in the middle and high school ministries for about 10 
years and now feel called to begin a Bible Study specifically for young adults. The years after high school and/

or college can be some of the most exciting and chal-
lenging years of our lives.  We hope to gather—whether 
you are single, married, studying at college, working, 
taking a year off, etc.—learn from each other, explore 
the Word, laugh together, and help you more deeply 
define your relationship with God. 

Plan to join us this summer for a few get-to-know-you 
events on Thursday, July 9th and Thursday, August 
20th!  Specific details to come - watch the church news-
letter and bulletin. 

For more information, please call Stephanie at 406-459-
9292 or George at 406-945-3562. 
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If you want to live 
well, make sure you 

understand all of this. 
If you know what’s 
good for you, you’ll 

learn this inside and 
out. God’s paths get 
you where you want 

to go. Right-living 
people walk them 

easily; wrong-living 
people are always 

tripping and       
stumbling. 

  
Hosea 14:9 

The Message 


