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recharge your batteries. And third, I want to us all to 
reflect again on how we can best use our gifts and 
abilities to further the work of God here at Life 
Covenant.  

In our class, A Pathway to LIFE, we talk about our 
S.H.A.P.E. and how we are all energized when we find it. 
S stands for Spiritual Gifts, how God has given us gifts to 
serve him. H is for Heart, or where we are centered and 
where we desire to serve. Abilities is the A and are 

those things we enjoy doing 
well. P is for Personality and is 
how we are put together or how 
God has fashioned us. Finally, 
the E is for the past Experiences, 
both positive and negative, that 
mold the type of minister that 
God wants us to be.  

As you consider areas of possible 
involvement in the future, 

consider again, your S.H.A.P.E. We’ll all find our 
greatest satisfaction serving God when we fully 
embrace it. 

On a different note, this summer, we’ll be reflecting on 
“We Three Kings.” Often at Christmas time, we hear the 
Christmas carol: 

We three Kings of Orient are,  

Bearing gifts we traverse afar…. 

The problem with the very nice carol is that it probably 
isn’t very accurate. First, they probably weren’t kings—

by Keith Johnson 
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  June 1 & 2 Growing Up  

 

We Three Kings 
June 8 & 9 God Knows Better 
June 15 & 16 Meeting Goliath 
June 22 & 23 How Sin Destroys 
June 29 & 30 Where Do I Turn? 

Another school year is coming to an end and our school 
year programs and ministries have also come to an end. I 
want to thank Deanna and Matt and their amazing team 
of Kids’ Church leaders, Awana leaders, people who 
serve in the nursery, Middle school tutors, Enfuego 
leaders and Voltage leaders.  

Sometimes people focus their attention on what happens 
in our church on the weekends.  No question, that is very 
important. What happens Monday to Friday in our 
congregation, however, is vital 
to what our congregation is 
about. In a normal school week 
at Life Covenant Church, we 
see an average of over 200 
children and young people 
from nursery to high school 
involved in various programs. 
And those ministries are 
successful only because of 
highly dedicated people who are speaking into the lives 
of the next generation. My heart beats faster when I see 
people who are empty nesters, retired people, busy 
Moms and Dads, and single people who don’t have 
children in any program investing in this work of building 
the Kingdom of God for the future.  

To all who are a part of these ministries, first, I thank you 
for making this investment. Second, while I know there 
continue to be opportunities for service over the 
summer, for all of you who have served this school year I 
hope you’ll take a bit of time over the summer to 

In a normal school week at Life 
Covenant Church, we see an 

average of over 200  
children and young people 
from nursery to high school   

involved in various  programs.  

 

Summer Service Times 
Saturday 5:30 PM 
Sunday   9:00 and 11:00AM 
Tuesday  6:30 PM  

http://lifecchelena.org/
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EAR PLUGS  

It was our first night at our host church in Guatemala, and 
new and unfamiliar sounds intruded all night long. The 
metal roof creaking and popping in the wind. Trucks 
rumbling by at odd hours. And a confused rooster crowing 
throughout the dark night, not having the decency to wait 
until sunrise. 

Our leader Matt hardly slept at all, and bleary-eyed the 
next day, he told us about everything he heard. He 
exclaimed the next morning he couldn’t take another 
night of that kind of racket, and suggested, only half 
joking, that the rooster should be given to the local Mayan 
villagers to sacrifice. 

Later that day, our team drew names to determine who 
we each individually would pray for during our trip, and I 
picked Matt’s name. So my first prayer was easy: “Lord, 
grant Matt a solid, restful night’s sleep.”  

Did I believe God would answer my prayer? Absolutely. 
Jesus said as much in Matthew 21:22: “If you believe, you 
will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” God would 
stop the roof from creaking, reroute trucks, and silence 
the rooster. My faith told me He would do all of that, and 
more.  

by Sean Connolly 

the Bible calls them Magi, or wisemen or astrologers. 
Second, there probably weren’t three of them. The Bible 
simply says that there were three gifts. Maybe there were 
ten magi with three gifts. We just don’t know.  

A different place in Scripture, however, would be a good 
place for a song entitled, “We Three Kings.” Long before 
the birth of Jesus, the nation of Israel had three kings. 
Before the kings was a period of time when they just had 
judges and after these three kings, the nation divided. The 
three kings were Saul, David and Solomon. 

We are going to recount the stories of these three kings. 
What may surprise you is that theirs are stories of anger, 
jealousy, murder, adultery, and more. These men of God 
sometimes behaved in ways that made them look rather 
ungodly. We’re going to discover lessons from their lives 
back then that can help us in our lives today.  

Finally, as we approach summer,  I know some of you will 
miss the services from time to time.  First, remember that 
you have options!  If you know you’ll be gone on a Sunday, 
join us on Saturday at 5:30pm.  Or, if your Saturday at the 

lake keeps you out late, join us on Sunday at 9:00am or 
11:00am.  And, we are going to repeat what we did last 
summer with a Tuesday evening service beginning at 
6:30 PM starting on June 25. The sermon will be the 
same as the previous weekend, the music will be 
different from the weekend and will vary in style, and 
we’ll keep children in the service and try to include them 
a bit more. We won’t staff a nursery and Kids’ Church 
ministries.  

Second, don’t forget that if you miss a sermon, you can 
listen to it online at our website, www.lifecchelena.org, 
or get a CD copy in the church entryway. 

Finally, I want to encourage you to think about how to 
stay connected to others this summer. Through camps, 
through services, through special events, simply being 
present with each other is important through the 
summer. I encourage you to make connection with 
others in the church  a priority during the next three 
months.   

Still, I knew I could do more than just pray. I had the 
means to help in a more tangible way. That first night, I 
didn’t hear any of the sounds Matt described since I had 
worn earplugs to bed. I slept through all of it thanks to 
those earplugs. And I had brought plenty of extra 
earplugs to share with the team. 

Even with the earplugs, there was plenty more to pray for 
concerning Matt’s good night sleep. Earplugs don’t work 
if they aren’t inserted properly. They can pop out in the 
middle of the night and get lost. As the team leader, Matt 
had plenty to think and worry about, which earplugs 
could not keep out of his head as he tried to sleep. So 
even though I gave him earplugs, my prayers for a good 
night’s sleep didn’t stop. 

What we do and the actions we take is an illustration of, 
and a compliment to, our faith. They go together to help 
complete us as Christians. As James writes, “faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 
2:17).  

What action could you do for someone to support your 
prayers, and demonstrate your faith? 
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LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

LCC Preschool wrapped up another fun-filled, successful year.  Children developed new 
friendships and strengthened their social skills.  Many songs were sung, stories were 
read, activities were created, and children were engaged in many new experiences.  Of all 
the things we learned and did, nothing compares to the Love of Jesus that engulfed our 
classroom.  Each week we studied a bible story, reinforcing how much Christ loves and 
what He did for us.  What a blessing to share Christ with young children.   

THANK YOU to Doris Sparks who serves and loves on kids throughout the year as our Preschool Teacher. She 
works tirelessly to create a great experience for these kids and their families. THANK YOU to Angela Brent and 
Heather McNeil for their countless hours of volunteering to assist with the administration of our school. 
THANK YOU to the LCC Staff for all of their assistance with our school needs.   THANK YOU also to "Grandpa" 
Walt Joyce for  generously driving the bus for our field trips!  We THANK our LCC family for your continued 
prayers and support! Happy Summer! 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

SUMMER BREAK  

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 

(6th- 8th Grade) 

SUMMER BREAK  

H I G H  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider 

mattswider@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

 For more information call the church 
office at 442-6813 or visit 

lifecchelena.org  
 

SUMMER BREAK  

  Life Covenant Church VBS 2019 

Be a part of Athens Vacation Bible School! 

Donate: Help provide VBS supplies. Pick up 
a donation slip in the foyer today! Return 
slips and donations by Sunday, June 9. OR 
sign-up to bring a food item for our hospitality 
room to care for our volunteer staff. 

Register:  Visit our  
Athens VBS website: 
VBSLCC.com.  

Serve: There are still 
opportunities to serve! 
Contact Deanna  
Carlson (442-6813) for 
more details and to  
sign-up. 

June 17 – June 21 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

Ages 3yr – entering 5th grade 

 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:mattswider@lifecchelena.org
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  
Join LCC Facility Team 

We are forming a team to oversee the maintenance and upkeep of the Life Covenant Church facilities. This team will cre-
ate and prioritize a list of maintenance items with a proposed schedule and strategy for addressing these issues. This 
team will also help implement the projects needing attention. If you have experience in this arena and/or a willing heart 
to serve in this way, please contact Neil Botts at 406.442.6813 or via email at neil@lifecchelena.org. 

Summer LIFE Growth Opportunities 

There are several short-term opportunities to join others in a Bible study or book discussion at Life Covenant Church. Be-
ginning in June are the following: 

 Six-Week Book Discussion Group on Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Read and discuss Bonhoeffer’s inspiring 
 account of a unique faith community in an underground seminary during the Nazi years in Germany, reflecting on its 
 implications for us today. This group will meet on Thursdays, 10:00-11:00am in Room 203 beginning June 6 and ending 
 July 25 (no meeting on June 20 or July 4). 

 Six-Week Bible Study on the book of Colossians: This group will meet on Wednesdays at 6:30pm in Room 201 on the 
 following dates: June 12, 26, July 10, 17, 24, and 31. 

Please let us know you plan to attend by signing up in the foyer of the church or by emailing Neil at neil@lifecchelena.org. 

55 and Better Luncheon - Friday, June 14, 12:00 noon  

It’s SUMMER—or so they say! School is out for summer vacation, so it must be true! To start our summer out in style, 
we’re planning something a little different---a picnic at Grizzly Gardens. Enjoy lunch followed by time to wander through 
the wonders of Grizzly Gardens—old-time buildings, gardens, antiques, water features and beautiful mountain air. Meet 
at the church at 11:30 and we’ll take the church bus to the gardens at 2000 Grizzly Gulch Drive. Give Lynnette a call in the 
church office (442-6813) to let her know you’ll be attending. If you have questions, call Karen Lewis at 442-1792. 

Reducing the Risk Training 

Life Covenant Church has implemented a child/youth protection program utilizing Reducing the Risk training. In an effort 
to keeping our ministry safe from child abuse, this program requires that every adult working with youth under 18 years 
of age go through a training and screening process every three years. If you would like to serve in our children/youth min-
istries, please join us for training on one of the dates listed below. If you are due for re-training, you may choose to attend 
one of these training sessions as well. For those VBS staff in need of re-training, the VBS meeting on June 10th (7:00-9pm) 
will include a retraining session. We also encourage parents and grandparents to attend a session and receive this valua-
ble training. Sign-up in the foyer.  

 RTR Training Dates:  

 Wednesday, June 5 7-8:30pm  

 Monday, June 10, 5:45-7pm (immediately prior to the VBS staff meeting – A great way for VBS volunteers who have 
 never had RTR training to complete everything all in one evening!)  

Family Camp at C-N July 12-14  

Summer camp is not just for kids! It’s for EVERYONE! Join the whole church family at C-N camp near Augusta, MT, for 
swimming, tubing, hiking, campfires, sports, and much more! Meals and cabins are provided, so just relax and enjoy the 
weekend with your Life Covenant family! Anyone interested in being baptized at C-N, please contact Keith. Brochures and 
a sign-up sheet are available in the church foyer (we also have a few spaces for campers, if you’d like to bring yours). If 
you have any questions, please call Deanna Carlson: 442-6813.  

Summer Kids Church 

During the summer months, the Sprouts (K-2) and Roots (3-5) will combine for Kids Church in room 202. Our Seedlings (3-
preK) will continue to meet in room 104 for Kids Church. In June, all of our kids will be learning about the fruit of the Spir-
it.  Join us for fun, age-appropriate, and engaging lessons in God’s truth.  

 
 
 

mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org
mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

 

The Big Sky Celebration with Will 
Graham is coming to Helena Sep-
tember 6

th
, 7

th
 & 8

th
.  The whole 

reason this event exists is to bring 
people to a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Life Covenant Church will be 
partnering in this event and we 
hope you will join us. 

         Mark your calendars to join us this summer! 

June  17-21  — Vacation Bible School 

July 12-14 — Family Camp at C-N 

August 15-18  — Holland Lake Camping Trip 

VBS IS FOR EVERYONE FROM AGES 3 TO 103!  
VOLUNTEERS, STOP BY OUR TENT AND JOIN US AS 

WE JOURNEY TO ATHENS WITH PAUL! 

Our goal is to reach 200 children with God's love 

at our Athens VBS this summer. This takes a 

crew of over 100 volunteers! How can you help? 

There are so many ways! Visit the VBS corner in 

the foyer or contact Deanna Carlson (442-6813 

or deanna@lifecchelena.org ) to sign-up.  

Women’s Ministry 

Join the LCC Women’s Ministry during the next year by getting to know other women over Cups of Conversation. 
Whether you have been an active part of Women’s Ministry or have never attended an activity, Cups of Conversation 
is for you! All that is required is a desire to get to know other women of our congregation in a new and different way. 
There are a number of sets of 2 cups in a handy carrier available for you to take to a place of your choice to enjoy bev-
erage of your choice. The Cups of Conversation are found in the prayer room or the church office.  

The steps are as follows: 

1. Sign out a set of Cups in the church prayer room (on the left in the church entry). Indicate which set you have 
by the street name(s) on the bottom of the cup. 

2. Contact the woman you want to share a beverage with, preferably someone you don’t know well. 
3. Have a cup of coffee, tea, or your choice of beverage. 
4. Take a picture or two of your Cup of Conversation meeting with your cell phone or other camera and email it to 

Lauren Oelkers (laurenoelkers@gmail.com). 
5. In the journal provided in the carrying case, indicate who your Conversation was with, the date and place of 

your Conversation, and a brief comment about your experience together. 
6. Return the Cups to the church. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Lauren Oelkers or the Church Office. 

mailto:deanna@lifecchelena.org
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Teach me your way, Lord, that I may 

rely on your faithfulness; give me 

an undivided heart, that I may  

fear your name. 

 
Psalm 86:11 


