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A TIME FOR REFLECTION

by Keith Johnson
Another school year is coming to an end and our
school year programs and ministries have also
come to an end. I want to thank Jolanda, Deanna
and Matt and their amazing team of Kids’ Church
leaders, Awana leaders, people who serve in the
nursery, Middle school tutors and Enfuego leaders
and Voltage leaders for speaking into the lives of
our young people.
Often we focus our attention on what happens in
our church on the weekends and that is very
important. What happens Monday to Friday in our
congregation, however, is vital to what our
congregation is about. In a normal school week at
Life Covenant Church, we see an average of over
200 children and young people from nursery to
high school involved in various programs. And
those ministries are successful only because of
highly dedicated people who are speaking into the
lives of the next generation. My heart beats faster
when I see people who are empty nesters, retired
people, busy Moms and Dads, and single people
who don’t have children in any program investing
in this work of building the Kingdom of God for the
future.

SERMONS
IN
JUNE

First, I thank everyone who volunteers for making
this investment. Second, while I know there
continue to be opportunities for service over the

June 2 & 3
June 9 & 10
June 16 & 17
June 23 & 24

summer, for all of you who have served this school
year I hope you’ll take a bit of time over the
summer to recharge your batteries. And third, I
want us all to reflect again on how we can best use
our gifts and abilities to further the work of God
here at Life Covenant.
In LIFE 301, we talk about our S.H.A.P.E. and how
we are all energized when we find it. S stands for
Spiritual Gifts, how God has given us gifts to serve
him. H is for Heart, or where we are centered and
where we desire to serve. Abilities is the A and are
those things we enjoy doing well. P is for
Personality and is how we are put together or how
God has fashioned us. Finally, the E is for the past
Experiences, both positive and negative, that mold
the type of minister that God wants us to be.
As you consider areas of possible involvement in
the future, consider again, your S.H.A.P.E. We’ll all
find our greatest satisfaction serving God when we
fully embrace it.
On a different note, this summer we’ll be
reflecting on some people from the Bible. First,
we’ll look at Ruth and see an intimate glimpse into
the private life of the members of an Israelite
family. It’s a story of true faith and piety in a
challenging time. Later, we’ll examine the amazing
life of Elijah and his walk with God, and finally in

Let’s Pause for a Moment
Ruth
Where is God?
Coincidence or Providence?
God’s Provision
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FREE RANGE DEVOTIONS

Weeds
by Sean Connolly
I looked out at the new growth in our front lawn,
and gritted my teeth. There were the weeds
sprouting right along with the grass. We had ripped
out and reseeded a large area, and the broad leaves
of the weeds appeared to be stretching out higher
and wider and faster than the grass in a race to
grow. Relentless, intrusive and prevalent.
Once the ground in our front lawn was laid bare, it
became a fertile opportunity for any seed, where
intentionally put down by us, or just randomly
dropping in on the breeze from somewhere else. In
the absence of a thick, lush, established lawn, any
seed had the chance to take root, grow and multiply.
When Jesus spoke about evil spirits in Luke 11:24-26,
He could have easily been describing the weeds that
threatened to take over our yard. “When an evil
spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places
looking for rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I
will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it
finds the house swept clean and put in order. Then it
goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than
itself, and they go in and live there. And the final
Continued from pg. 1

August we’ll see what Peter had to say to the early
church.
While in the summer, many of us will be away from
time to time, I encourage you to make sure to
connect with others over the summer at church
when you are in town. Please prioritize that element
of connection with others who are seeking to walk
with God. Also, listen to sermons online to stay
current with the series we’ll be sharing. And finally
connect well with your groups, or friends from
church in a non-church setting at picnics, ball games,
days at the lake and the like. Those settings also help
us become more connected with the people of God,
people we do life with.

condition of that man is worse than the first.”
What kinds of weeds need to be rooted out of your
life? It is not enough to just swear off the evil in our
lives. Whether its drugs, alcohol, pornography,
greed, or anything else that distracts and keeps us
knowing more about God or spending time with
Him, something needs to take its place when it is
gone. Otherwise, the ground within us remains open
for the evil to re-establish itself, or some new evil to
move in.
The only seed hardy and fast-growing enough to
prevent those personal weeds from becoming
established is the Word of God (Luke 8:11). By
regularly studying the Word, we prepare good soil in
our hearts, where Jesus can be planted, and our
relationship with Him can be nurtured so it grows
and grows and grows. When we hear the Word,
retain it and persevere, then we produce a crop
(Luke 8:15) thick enough and hardy enough to
prevent the establishment or re-emergence of evil
weeds. And once that crop sprouts, there’s not a
whole lot of room for other things to take root.
Finally, a hearty welcome to Neil, Autumn, Anara
and Sebastian Botts. They will arrive later in June
and I look forward to working with Neil as our
Pastor of Discipleship and Administration. I again
want to thank our hiring team and our leadership
team for their dedication to the process over many
months. Neil will be a great addition to our staff
and help Life
Covenant
CONGRATULATIONS
move forward
Our congratulations go out to
as we seek to
be people who
Justin & Laura Wigen
are, “…living
on the birth of their son,
intentionally
for eternity.”
William Thomas Wigen
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Welcome to Neil Botts and his family!
Neil, Autumn, Anara and Sebastian Botts will arrive in Helena in June. Neil will become our new Pastor of
Discipleship and Administration.
Following college, Neil started his career in
Alaska in the business world. While he was
doing that, he was a part of Community
Covenant Church, a congregation that was
much larger than ours in Eagle River, Alaska,
outside of Anchorage. That church asked him
to become their executive pastor which he did.
In that process, he also completed his Master’s
degree in Theological Studies over a 13 year
period of time from Regent College in
Vancouver, British Columbia.
About five years ago, he moved to a pastoral
staff position at Christ Church in East
Greenwich, Rhode Island, and recently
completed his ministry there.
The leadership team and the hiring team loved Neil’s heart for ministry paired with his experience in managing
business, churches and people. In addition to leading us all in discipleship, Neil’s responsibilities at Life
Covenant will also include some of the administrative tasks for which Keith currently has responsibility
including some management of staff and facilities.
Please welcome the Botts family to our congregation!

You have influence and the ability to positively impact your community and world. No
matter where your influence is—in your family, school, work or church—when you commit to
grow your leadership, everyone around you wins!

REGISTER TODAY
EXPERIENCE THIS EVENT IN OUR REGION AT:
MOUNT HELENA COMMUNITY CHURCH (The Gateway Center)
To register, please fill out a Global Leadership Summit envelope (available in the Church foyer) and
put it in the offering, or drop it off in the church office.
Please do not register online if you are with our church. Make checks payable to LCC.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer
jolanda@lifecchelena.org 442-6813
Planting Truth — Growing Faith
Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson
deanna@lifecchelena.org 442-6813

VBS @ LCC
June 18 – June 22
9:00am – 12:00pm
Ages 3yr – entering
5th grade
Join us as the entire church is transformed into
Ancient Babylon, where we will experience the
story of Daniel, while helping kids discover
God’s eternal love for the world!
REGISTERING: Registration for VBS is continuing online! Just visit our Babylon VBS website:
vbslcc.com.
SERVING: There are still opportunities
to serve!
Contact Deanna at Deanna@lifecchelena.org or
442-6813.

HIGH SCHOOL
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider
mattswider@lifecchelena.org 442-6813

Voltage Summer Events
June 7, 7:00pm - Movie Night
July 5 - Hike Mount Helena
July 12, 7:00pm - Movie Night
August 9, 7:00pm - Movie Night
August 13 - Hike Entertainment
August 27 - Back-to-School Party at Matt’s house
(1339 Bighorn Road)
For more information call the church
office at 442-6813 or visit
lifecchelena.org

Ministry Contact — Jolanda Songer
www.enfuegoatlcc.com 442-6813
(6th- 8th Grade)

EnFuego Summer Events
We will meet a few times during the summer.
Make sure Jolanda has your cell phone number to
receive texts regarding locations and times.

3rd Annual Cardboard Boat Regatta & BBQ
1-5pm on Sunday, June 10
BBQ starts at 1pm, race at 2pm
Spring Meadow Lake
The middle school students and leaders will be
making boats out of cardboard, duct tape, liquid
nails, and paint, and we'll race them on Spring
Meadow Lake! We would love for you to come and
join us for hotdogs and cheer on the participants!
Look for the sign-up list for the BBQ in the foyer.

Games and Dessert at Jolanda’s Home
(Middle School Ministry director)
Join us on August 21 from 6 to 8:30 pm.
At 4050 Lone Prairie Road in East Helena.
LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS
LCC Preschool completed our 13th year with a
Celebration and picnic lunch! Doris Sparks our
teacher says, “It was a wonderful year and I am so
thankful for the opportunity to share Jesus' love
and teach these young children. It is bittersweet
saying good-bye to the older class moving onto
Kindergarten. I am so excited for them as they are
so ready to move on, but sad to let them go! Thank
you for your continued support and prayers.”
Registration for 2018-2019 continues. The older
class is almost full, and the younger class has
several openings. Please share information about
our school with your family and friends!
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EVENTS & CLASSES
55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON - FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 12:00 NOON
Have you ever wished you had a little extra money for special projects or needs? Have you ever had an emergency that caused financial stress but you didn’t want to borrow money? Have you ever wondered what a
“reverse mortgage” is all about? Come to lunch and listen to Kelly DeWolf of Reverse Mortgage Funding LLC,
explain what a reverse mortgage could do for you! Call Callie in the church office (442-6813) and let her know
if you plan to attend.

REDUCING THE RISK TRAINING
Life Covenant Church has implemented a child/youth protection program utilizing Reducing the Risk training. In an effort to keeping our ministry safe from child abuse, this program requires that every adult working
with youth under 18 years of age go through a training and screening process every three years. If you would
like to serve in our children/youth ministries, please join us for training on one of the dates listed below. If you
are due for re-training, you may choose to attend one of these training sessions as well. For those VBS staff in
need of re-training, the VBS meeting on June 11th (7:30-9pm) will include a retraining session. We also encourage parents and grandparents to attend a session and receive this valuable training. Sign-up in the foyer.
RTR Training Dates:
Tuesday, June 5 7-8:30pm
Monday, June 11, 6-7:30pm (just prior to the VBS staff meeting)

LCC BASEBALL NIGHT
Join us for a fun night out at the ball park on Saturday, June 16. LCC will be watching the Helena Brewers from
the first base group picnic area. Gates open at 6:00pm, food will be served at 6:30pm, and the game starts at
7:00pm. Cost is $15 for adults and $5 for kids ages 3 to 13, which includes admission to the game and dinner.
Kids under 3 are free. Sign-up in the foyer and pay in the church office. Last day to sign-up is June 10.

FAMILY CAMP AT C-N JULY 13-15
Summer camp is not just for kids! It’s for the whole family. Join us at C-N camp near Augusta, MT, for swimming, tubing, hiking, campfires, sports, and much more! Meals and cabins are provided, so just relax and enjoy
the weekend with your family! Anyone interested in being baptized at C-N, please contact Keith. Brochures
and a sign-up sheet are available in the church foyer (we also have a few spaces for campers, if you’d like to
bring yours). If you have any questions, please call Deanna Carlson: 442-6813.

SUMMER KIDS CHURCH
During the summer months, the Sprouts (K2) and Roots (3-5) will combine for Kids
Church in room 202. In June, Sprouts and
Roots will focus on confidence – Living like
you believe what God says is true. Because
of what Jesus has done, we can have confidence. And when you put your faith in Jesus, you can live fully alive. Our Seedlings (3-preK) will continue to
meet in room 104 for Kids Church. In June, preschoolers will learn that the Bible tells us which way to go. Join
us for fun, age-appropriate, and engaging lessons in God’s truth.

PARENT/GUARDIAN LISTENING SESSIONS
Are you in the thick of raising young children? Life Covenant Kids is here to come alongside families with children birth through 5th grade. In this changing and busy world, we want your input in how to help you! Join us
for one of three listening sessions: Saturday, June 23 rd following the 5:30 pm service; Sunday, June 24th between services (10-10:45 am); or Tuesday, June 26th at 6:30 pm. A fun movie, craft and snack will be provided
for your kids so you can share your thoughts on your needs/wants and how children’s ministries can help you
raise disciples in our modern world.
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GriefShare is a caring group of people who
will walk alongside you through one of life’s
most difficult experiences. We are offering two
options for GriefShare one beginning
Wednesday, June 6, 12-1:15pm, Room 201
or Thursdays beginning, June 7, 6:30-7:45pm,
Room 201. If you have questions or to sign-up
contact Keith Johnson at 442-6813.

Where you go I will go,
and where you stay I
will stay. Your people
will be my people and
your God my God.
Ruth 1:16

