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This month I’m giving this space to Darryl James from 
our congregation. I’m sharing a portion of his journal 
entry posted on June 19, 2021, on CaringBridge. Why? 
Because his words serve as a great reminder for all of 
us. In Spring 2013, his daughter, Vivian, was 
diagnosed with a Wilm’s tumor and over the past 
eight years the family has been traveling back and 
forth to Seattle Children’s for surgeries, chemo 
treatments and regular check-ups. Vivian is now in 
middle-school and a wonderful part of our Enfuego 
and Confirmation ministries.  

…I post tonight to note the safe return of Jennifer and 
Vivian from the latest check-up in Seattle…. 
Thankfully, the check-up was uneventful and all seems 
to be pointing in the right direction. We continue to 
feel immensely blessed.   

The trials of this last year or more have tested our 
resolve on many levels, and unfortunately created 
unnecessary social, political and even religious 
divides. My work brings me uncomfortably close to 
many of the public debates around COVID, our 
national and local responses, and the attending 
economic consequences of our collective decisions.  

I'm certain we're all tempted to be drawn into the 
drama, to pick sides, and to draw our identity from 
the masses growing on one side or the other on the 
issue de jour. I'd like to ask each of you to take a 
breath and ask what motivates you in these 

by Keith Johnson 

conversations? Maybe I'm being naive or idealistic, 
but I'm willing to take that risk given my experience 
over the course of this multi-year journey; but I think 
we're all called to something much bigger than the 
pointless banter we see and hear endlessly on TV, 
radio, internet and social media.   

Our family has had countless choices to be angry 
victims or grateful servants. We could only be victims 
if we viewed ourselves to be on an independent path 
that served our own self-interests, and the challenges 
we faced were unnecessary and undeserved 
distractions from our intended course. Or, we could 
have seen ourselves as servants who should be 
grateful for any and every challenge that turns our 
way. Granted, we've not been consistent in our 
responses, but when we have a chance to take a 
breath, we hope we've demonstrated the ability to 
lean hard on the fact that acceptance brings a sense 
of peace; and that continual angst, concern, and 
consternation breeds nothing but more of the same.   

2 Corinthians 4 says, "We are hard pressed on every 
side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed. We always carry around in our body the 
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
revealed in our body.  For we who are alive are always 
being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that His 
life may also be revealed in our mortal body."   

 

Series: Folksongs of Faith (Psalms)  

July 3 & 4 A Song of Defeat (Psalm 44)      

July 10 & 11 A Song of Faith and Repentance (Psalm 130) 

July 17 & 18 A Song of False Accusation (Psalm 109) 

July 24 & 25 A Song of Realities (Psalm 90)  S
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have chosen not to prioritize our relationship with 
God. If we are too busy to participate in a small 
group, then we have chosen not to prioritize fellow-
ship and accountability with other believers. If we 
are too busy to serve others, then we have not    
chosen to represent Christ to others. 

Being busy implies you are a victim of external      
circumstances, which includes an element of fear. 
Choosing not to prioritize something implies you 
have power to control your own schedule, which 
includes a sense of peace.  

We have more control over our schedules than we 
think, and God will grant us peace when we say yes 
to things that matter for eternity and no to things 
that don’t. As Paul told Timothy, “For God did not 
give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but 
[He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of 
sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities 
that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-
control]” (2 Timothy 1:7, AMP). 

What have you chosen to not prioritize?  
 

 

If you’re choosing to prioritize more time with God, check out 
the devotions at my blog www.seanconnwriter.com.  

Like so many of us, author Tim Grahl was busy. 
Too busy. He kept intending to write articles and 
finish his book. But he never seemed to have 
enough time. When someone asked him how he 
was doing, he’d say, “I’m too busy,” like it was 
badge of honor or status symbol.  

But as Grahl describes it, “I seemed to be con-
stantly too busy to get anything meaningful done 
in my life. I was doing things from the time I woke 
up to the time I went to sleep, but never seemed 
to get the important stuff done … time kept slip-
ping through my hands” (www.booklaunch.com). 
Until a friend challenged him on his “busyness.” 

The friend forbade him to say the words “I’m too 
busy.” Instead, the friend said, “You have to say 
‘I’ve chosen not to prioritize.’” So, “I’m too busy to 
write,” turned into “I’ve chosen not to prioritize 
my writing.” Or “I’m too busy to exercise” became 
“I’ve chosen not to prioritize my health.” With 
that word switch, Grahl gained new perspective 
on his life, which led to a ruthless assessment of 
how he spent his time. 

Being too busy robs us of our time with God. If we 
are too busy to study the Bible or pray, then we 

by Sean Connolly 
PRIORITIZING  

(Continued from page 1) 

I get as wrapped up as anyone else in the headlines of 
the day, but I hope you'll join our family in the peace 
that comes from the quiet reflection on our core 
purpose. We're not here to pursue our own goals.  
We're here to give life to His message of grace and 
acceptance. We're here to bring people together 
under a message that transcends anything our social 
or political organizations imagine possible. Even 
through adversity—or maybe because of it—we have 
a responsibility to shout out that there is amazing 
peace in accepting that we have no idea what lies in 
store . . . but we have faith that our God controls our 
ultimate fate.  

Today, we rest in an earthly comfort of good test 
results. Tomorrow, our comfort will remain in the fact 
that God continues to guide us with a plan that we 
cannot comprehend—but that it is good and complete.  

Vivian's consistent faith, her steady will, and her 
patience with everyone she encounters gives me hope 
that we'll survive the social and political aftermath of 
this pandemic. My hope and prayer is that it lights 
even just a small fire that spreads much broader than 
her immediate influence.  

Thank you again for following along on our family's 

journey. I hope you'll join us in spreading the comfort 

and peace we've experienced along the way.   

http://www.seanconnwriter.com
https://booklaunch.com/ruthless-productivity/


Page 3 V O L U M E  2 0 2 ,  N O .  7  

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th - 8th Grade) 
SUMMER BREAK 

Ministry Contact—Stephanie Metzger 
enfuegoatlcc@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Contact - Sean Connolly 
seanconn.mt@gmail.com       

465-2033 

HIGH SCHOOL 

 

During the summer months, the Sprouts (K-2) and 
Seedlings (3-preK) will combine for Kids Church in room 
104. Our Roots (3-5th) will continue to meet in room 
202 for Kids Church. Kids Church and Nursery are 
offered during the Saturday evening and the Sunday 
9am services. Join us for fun, age-appropriate, and   
engaging lessons in God’s truth.  

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

ENFUEGO HANGOUT - Monday, July 26 from 

6:00-9:00pm. Meet at the Norris Trailhead on 

Copper Rose Drive for various activities and fun. 

MOVIE NIGHT -  Wednesday, July 14 at 7pm 

in the sanctuary 

RECHARGE - Sunday, July 18 at 7pm 

in room 109 (youth room) 

RECHARGE - Sunday, July 25 at 7pm 

in room 109 (youth room) 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

LCC Preschool began serving preschoolers and their families September 2005. Over the many 
years we have had almost 300 young children participate in our program. We offer two        
classes. The Monday/Wednesday/Friday class serves 4-5 year olds and the Tuesday/Thursday 
class serves 3-4 year olds. It has been a privilege to serve these families, to be a part of their  
family and watch them grow. I have been fortunate to be included in so many of these        
children's lives as they have grown—including watching their sporting events, music concerts, graduations and 
even their weddings!  Thank you for providing me this opportunity to minister through this very special program.  I 
am beyond blessed and most certain that my life has been enriched ten-fold.   

Our MWF class is full for the fall and the TTH class has only one opening.  Thank you for sharing information about 
our school with your families and friends. Please contact the office if you would like more information or to   
schedule a tour.  Thank you again for your continued prayers and support!  

Doris Sparks - LCC Preschool Teacher 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP - Beginning Thursday, July 1 at 12:00pm 

Join us as we read and discuss together Dan Kimball's new book, How (Not) to Read the Bible: Making Sense 
of the Anti-women, Anti-science, Pro-violence, Pro-slavery and Other Crazy-Sounding Parts of Scripture. This 
group will meet six times (Thursdays at 12pm) over the summer: July 1, 15, 22, August 12, 26,  September 9. 
Neil Botts will be facilitating the discussion. Sign up in the foyer or just show up.  

 

55 & BETTER LUNCHEON—Friday, July 9, 12:00 Noon in the Fellowship Hall 

We’ve got the momentum going again for our 55 and Better Luncheons, so let’s make it three in a row! Our 
special guest speaker will be Wade Wilkison who will “show you the Chinese you already know.” Wade had 
five years of education in Chinese, and that was even before he attended Harvard. It will be fun to see how 
much we already know! Call Lynnette in the church office at 442-6813 and let her know you’ll be attending. 

 

FAMILY CAMP at C-N July 9-11  

Summer camp is not just for kids! It’s for EVERYONE! Join the whole church family at C-N camp near Augusta, 
MT, for swimming, tubing, hiking, campfires, sports, and much more. Meals and cabins are provided, so just 
relax and enjoy the weekend with your Life Covenant family. Anyone interested in being baptized at C-N, 
please contact Keith. Brochures and a sign-up sheet are available in the church foyer. If you have any      
questions, please contact Neil Botts at neil@lifecchelena.org or 406-442-4813 

 

DIVORCE CARE—Begins Tuesday, July 13 at 12:30pm 

DivorceCare is a safe place to experience hope and healing in the face of separation and divorce alongside 
others who understand. Join us on Tuesdays at 12:30pm in Room 203 beginning July 13. 

 

HOLLAND LAKE 

Our annual camping trip to Holland Lake is August 12-15. We reserve the camp site, and you do the rest. 
Pack up your crew and come enjoy the best of the great outdoors with LCC! Anyone interested in being bap-
tized at Holland Lake, please contact Keith. More information will follow on our website and app. Brochures 
and a sign-up sheet are in the church foyer. If you have any questions, contact Deanna Carlson at 442-6813. 

 

Register for the 2021 Global Leadership 
Summit, Thursday & Friday, August 5 & 6. 
In order to receive the discounted price, 
do NOT register online, but rather, fill out 
a GLS envelope and put it in the  offering 
box or drop it off in the church office. 

NEW STAFF MEMBER 

Sam Bodnar will be here July 18 to start leading our young people 
in EnFuego and Voltage as the new Pastor of Student Ministry. 
We are excited for this new season of ministry at Life Covenant 
with Sam. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Last month, 125 children and 85 volunteers followed Moses through the Red 
Sea and into the wilderness. Along the way, we learned to trust God! Our    
mission this year was to raise $500 for Compassion Tanzania to fix the well in 
Isangijo. The children met that goal three times over, bringing in enough 
change to repair three wells in Tanzania! 

A huge thank you to Life Covenant Church! To the volunteers who guided kids through the week, to the 
people who donated countless craft and game supplies and food for the staff, to our amazing set builder, 
Dave Anderson, to the decorating crew and the clean-up crew, to everyone who prayed for VBS. . . Life  
Covenant Church is filled with people who have chosen to invest in the lives of children. Vacation Bible 
School could not happen without each and every one of you. All of these items donated, all of these 
minutes and hours spent behind the scenes or upfront—all of them MATTER! Thank you! 
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Why, my soul, are 
you downcast? 

Why so disturbed 
within me?       

Put your hope in 
God, for I will   

yet praise him,  
my Savior         

and my God.   

Psalm 42:5 


