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“I have sinned against the Lord.” (2 Samuel 
12:13) 

We can see some of what David was feeling in 
Psalm 51, which he wrote following his sin: 

“Have mercy on me, O 
God, because of your 
unfailing love. 
Because of your great 
compassion, blot out the 
stain of my sins. 
Wash me clean from my 
guilt. Purify me from my 
sin. 
Create in me a clean heart,  
O God. 
 Renew a loyal spirit within 
me.” (Psalm 51:1,2,10 NLT) 

When David had come clean and confessed to his 
sin, it’s recorded that  Nathan replied,  

“The Lord has taken away your sin.”  

The good news is that there is forgiveness of sin. 
(Continued on page 2) 

by Keith Johnson 
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We Three Kings 
July 6 & 7          A Man After God’s Own 

Heart 
 2 Samuel 1-5 
July 13 & 14     A Heart for Mephibosheth 
 2 Samuel 9 
July 20 & 21     Handling Temptation 
 2 Samuel 11 
July 27 & 28     The Need for Nathans 
 2 Samuel 12 

We are well into our summer series on We Three 
Kings. We are examining the lives of three Kings of 
Israel—Saul, David and Solomon. This month our 
focus will be primarily the life of King David, a king 
known as being a man after 
God’s own heart, but also a 
man who committed adultery 
and murder. In his life, we’ll 
see both faithfulness to God 
and unfaithfulness to God. 

It’s something many of us 
identify with in our lives. 
We’re filled with integrity, 
loyalty and passion for our 
faith, then we seemingly 
throw it all away and sin in 
ways we never though we 
could. The good news of the 
gospel is that confession and forgiveness are 
available to us. 

After David had sinned, a man named Nathan came 
and confronted David with his sin. David replied,  

It’s something many of us 
identify with in our lives. 
We’re filled with integri-

ty, loyalty and passion for 
our faith, then we seem-

ingly throw it all away 
and sin in ways we never 

thought we could.  

 

 
Summer Service Times 
Saturday   5:30 PM 
Sunday   9:00 and 
11:00AM 
Tuesday  6:30 PM  

http://lifecchelena.org/
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ATHABASCA FALLS  

“This is a little close,” the park ranger said nicely, but 
nervously. “So if you could please all move away, that 
would be great.” A group of people had gathered just 
off the parking lot at the start of the path toward 
Athabasca Falls in Jasper National Park, one of the 
busier overlooks in the park. But they weren’t looking 
or moving toward the falls; they were all stopped and 
craning their necks to look in the opposite direction. 
Toward a grizzly bear. Less than 20 meters away. 

Despite all the warnings the 
rangers and campground 
hosts and guides and 
pamphlets and information 
sheets and the internet and 
road signs provide about how 
dangerous bears can be, and 
how you should stay at least 
100 meters away from them, 
adults and children could not 
resist getting an up close 
glimpse of a real live bear. 
Bears are unpredictable, all the information says, so 
best to stay away from them to avoid an 
“encounter”; an “encounter” which could end up 
getting you severely mauled and/or killed. In the 
bear’s defense, this one did not seem the slightest bit 
bothered by all the attention, content to forage 
around in the grass. Which conceivably could have 
lead people to drop their guard and move in closer. 
And closer, and closer, until finally the bear has 

by Sean Connolly 

There is hope for people like us, or a person like 
David.  I thank God for His forgiveness. 

*** 
One more thought I want to share. Again, I hope 
you’ll seek to stay connected throughout the 

(Continued from page 1) 

summer. One way Life Covenant wants to help with 
that is by providing an additional weekday evening 
worship service. If you are away on a weekend, a lot 
of us are in the summer, don’t forget that you can 
join us Tuesday evening at 6:30PM.  Please check for 
details on page 4. 

enough and lashes out at the people. 

Thankfully, nothing like that happened, but our 
approach toward sin can be like that, too. Despite all 
the warnings, we are curious, and step closer toward 
sin by checking out just a scene from that movie, or 
surfing over to that website for a peek, or trying just 
one hit because everybody else is, or engaging in just 
a little gossip about that person. Sounds innocent 

enough, at least until the 
consequences kick in. Until 
lives get wrecked. Until 
relationships fall apart. All of 
which could have been 
avoided by staying clear of 
the temptation, and not 
acting on the desire, in the 
first place. 

James tells us, “each person 
is tempted when they are 
dragged away by their own 
evil desire and enticed. 

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 
death” (James 1:14-15). In other words, it’s our own 
actions and decisions that allow us to drop our guard 
toward sin and lead us off to death. It’s not the 
bear’s fault if we cannot stay more than 100 meters 
way. 

What are you a little too close to and should move 
away from? 
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LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Did you Know? 

• The LCC Preschool is a ministry of our congregation and was established in 2005. 

• We are a Christian program and teach basic Christian principles about God's love 
and caring for others. 

• Our program has openings for 3-5 year olds for fall 2019 

• We serve members of LCC, as well as our community. 

• Our teacher obtained a degree in Early Childhood Education and has over 30 years 
experience. 

• We offer daily worship devotions and developmentally appropriate activities. 
 

Parents of former students have said: 

"The preschool at Life Covenant created a safe place for our children to learn age-appropriate academic and 
social skills and about the love of Jesus."  RJ and Heather McNeil 

"Both of my daughters had Miss Doris as a teacher and agree she's the best.  We are so fortunate to have 
her at the Life Covenant Church Preschool.  Her love, care, patience and teaching of these young children is 
awesome."  Pastor Keith Johnson 

"I couldn't recommend the LCC Preschool more heartily.  Both our son and daughter had two years at the 
school, and it began their "formal" schooling on the right foot."  Dana Holzer 

"I was a single mother, with a full time job, when my two children, ages 3 and 4, attended Life Covenant 
Preschool.  It was probably the hardest time I have ever had in my life.  But having my kids attending a 
preschool where they were loved and taught new things, where they were learning how to interact with 
others and make new friendships, was truly a blessing for all of us."  Julie Moore 
 

Please help us to share information about our preschool program with family, friends and 
community!   406-442-6813 - preschool@lifecchelena.org  

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

SUMMER BREAK  

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 

(6th- 8th Grade) 

SUMMER EVENT  

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

 

SUMMER EVENTS  
 

 

MT HELENA HIKE- Wednesday, July 10 at 6pm 
 Meet in the Mt. Helena parking lot  (Reeder’s 

Village Drive) at 6pm.  Pick up will be at 8:30pm 
Bring your (middle school age) friends! 

GAME NIGHT- Thursday, July 11 at 7pm 

RECHARGE- Sunday, July 14 at 7pm 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

mailto:preschool@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  
 

55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON  
On Friday, July 12, 12:00 noon - Join us for lunch and a visit with friends! Special speaker for July will be Diane John-
son, an author from the Toston area who has written and published several stories “about, by and for animals (and 
children)", and who has recently published a novel about pioneer life in the Radersburg area. Hear the special story 
of how this former U. S. Forest Service employee became a writer! Call Lynnette in the church office at 442-6813 
and let her know you’ll be attending. Hope to see you there! 
 

COMING SOON - 55 AND BETTER SUMMER ROAD TRIP 
It’s that time of the year—time for the 55 and Better gang to take a summer road trip on the church bus. We’re 
working on a trip to Lincoln to see the art park there, have lunch, visit the grizzly bear at the ranger station, and see 
whatever else looks interesting in beautiful, downtown Lincoln. More details soon!  
 

FAMILY CAMP AT C-N JULY 12-14  
Don’t miss out! Summer camp is for EVERYONE! Join us at C-N camp near Augusta, MT, for swimming, tubing, hik-
ing, campfires, and much more! Meals and cabins are provided, so relax and enjoy the weekend with your whole 
church family! Anyone interested in being baptized at C-N, contact Keith. Sign-up in the church foyer (payment due 
by July 3rd). We have a few spaces for campers, if you’d like to bring yours. If you have questions, call Deanna Carl-
son: 442-6813.  
 

SUMMER KIDS CHURCH 
During the summer months, the Sprouts (K-2) and Roots (3-5) will combine for Kids Church in room 202. Our Seed-
lings (3-preK) will continue to meet in room 104 for Kids Church. This summer, we are learning about the power of 
the Holy Spirit as we focus on the fruits of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians, chapter 5. Join us for fun, age-
appropriate, and engaging lessons in God’s truth.  
 

FOUR-WEEK BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP IN AUGUST 
In the Name of Jesus, by Henri Nouwen. Read and discuss Nouwen’s reflection on life and leadership through his 
experience working with people with mental disabilities and through two Gospel stories: the story of Jesus’ temp-
tation in the desert and the story of Peter’s call to be a shepherd. This group will meet Thursdays, 10:00-11:00am 
in Room 203, August 1 - August 22 
 

DISCOVER LIFE — AN INTRODUCTION TO LIFE COVENANT CHURCH 
This is a one-session introduction to what Life Covenant Church believes, how it is organized, and lives out the five 
purposes God has for our lives, and our vision for the future. Our next class is September 15, 4:00pm in Rm 
202/204. We’ll break for pizza and conclude by 7:00pm. Childcare is provided.  Sign up will be in the foyer. 
 

HOLLAND LAKE 
Our annual camping trip to Holland Lake is August 15-18. We reserve the camp site, and you do the rest. Pack up 
your crew and come enjoy the best of the great outdoors with LCC! Brochures and sign-up in the church foyer. Cost 
is $20.00 per night for each family. Payments can be made at camp. If you have any questions, contact Matt     
Swider: 442-6813. 
 

MEN’S GROUP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
One of the ways we pursue and live out discipleship is by serving others. Being a Men’s Group Volunteer provides 
opportunities to put your skills, talent, and labor into action through general activities centered on service. These 
volunteer opportunities typically are not long-term activities but make use of your occasional or sporadic assis-
tance. Whether it’s teaching or mentoring young people, helping fellow church members complete various tasks 
such as minor auto or home maintenance and repairs, assisting with church facility maintenance, or one of the 
many other opportunities to help others....there is a place for you. We are also looking at creating various social 
activities, like fishing or golfing, for men to get together throughout the year. To find out more, contact Damon 
Songer at: mensgroup@lifecchelena.org. 

mailto:mensgroup@lifecchelena.org


Last month, 203 children and 112 volunteers learned about Paul’s journey to spread God’s truth. A huge thank 
you to Life Covenant Church! To the volunteers who guided kids through the week, to the people who donated 
countless craft and game supplies and food for the staff, to our amazing set builder, Dave Anderson, to the dec-
orating crew and the clean-up crew, to everyone who prayed for VBS. . . Life Covenant Church is filled with peo-
ple who have chosen to invest in the lives of children. Vacation Bible School could not happen without each and 
every one of you. All of these items donated, all of these minutes and hours spent behind the scenes or upfront 
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The Big Sky Celebration with Will 
Graham is coming to Helena Sep-
tember 6

th
, 7

th
 & 8

th
.  The whole 

reason this event exists is to bring 
people to a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Life Covenant Church will be 
partnering in this event and we 
hope you will join us. 

Say “YES” To SUMMER KIDS CHURCH 

You are invited this summer to stretch your faith and make a difference! Be a part of our Summer Kids Church 
team. Lead or help during ONE Kids Church service this summer. Say "yes” today by going to SignUp.com: https://
signup.com/go/TuZzmMS , visiting the signup next to Rm 201, or emailing Deanna: deanna@lifecchelena.org. Your 45 
minute investment will make an eternal difference in the life of a child. 

VBS 2019 

Pacific Northwest Women Ministries 

Fall Retreat 

Cascades Camp & Conference Center in Yelm, WA 

$180 Early Bird pricing (ends July 5) 

$205 Regular pricing 

Deadline to register:  September 5 

 

Price includes lodging, meals and re-
treat fees (transportation not included) 

Retreat Speaker: Sharon Garlough 
Brown, author of the Sensible Shoes 
series, and co-founder of Abiding Way 
Ministry 

Missionary Speaker: Deb Masten, direc-
tor of global personal for Serve Globally 

Contact Alexis Powell for more infor-
mation at 406-475-3270 

REGISTER ONLINE 

www.wmpacnwc.regfox.com/2019-fall-retreat 

https://signup.com/go/TuZzmMS
https://signup.com/go/TuZzmMS
mailto:deanna@lifecchelena.org
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Have mercy on me, O God, because of 

your unfailing love. Because of your 

great compassion, blot out the stain of 

my sins. Wash me clean from my guilt. 

Purify me from my sin. Create in me a 

clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit 

within me. 

 
Psalm 51:1,2,10 


