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ELIJAH

by Keith Johnson

people to “religious” practices, such as engaging in
Historically, at times, God raised up armies to do
sex with temple prostitutes, and call it worship. It
amazing things for him. At other times he used
was a dark, dark time of corruption and major
small groups of people. ut not all the time.
scandals.
Sometimes it was just one person.
Finally, God said enough is enough. And God, at
This month, I’ll be sharing
this point in history, didn’t
about one man. At the time
“…don’t
forget
that
we
are
raise up an army or some
this man appeared on the
group to stand up to the evil
scene, Israel’s Northern
going
to
try
an
experiment
king. Instead, he raised up
Kingdom had been under the
this summer with a Tuesday one man. The man’s name is
rule of nineteen consecutive
Elijah, and his story is found
evil kings. The Bible doesn’t
evening
service
beginning
at
in 1 Kings, beginning in
call them ineffective or
incompetent, it uses the
6:30 PM starting on July 10.” chapter seventeen.
term evil. These evil kings
In our world today, God may
spanned a two-hundred-year period of time.
want to do the same—raise up one person to take
a stand.
The evil kings would turn people to false gods, like
Baal. The evil kings would lead people to sacrifice
God might want to use one girl in high school to
their own children. The evil kings would lead
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July 7 & 8 will be big days
for us at Life Covenant.

SERMONS IN
J U LY


Elijah
June 30 & July 1

The Making of a Man of
God

July 7 & 8

Elijah Gains Experience

July 14 & 15

Which God Do You Serve?

July 21 & 22

Elijah Gets Depressed

July 28 & 29

Learning to Live in Grace





Neil Botts will be installed as our
Pastor of Discipleship and
Administration
Russ and Michele Hill will be
welcomed home after serving in
Myanmar for about five years
Matt and Lea Edminster will be
sharing with us about their work
in Estonia.

Plan to attend!

Happy Independence Day! Many thanks to our service men, women, and their families!
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FREE RANGE DEVOTIONS

Cushion
by Sean Connolly
It seems counterintuitive. More cushioning should
make for a softer landing. But as Christopher
McDougall cites in his book Born To Run, that’s not
always true. In a series of tests on gymnasts,
researchers at McGill University discovered that the
athletes actually landed harder and with more force
as the landing mats got thicker. “Instinctively, the
gymnasts were searching for stability,” and landed
harder to “ensure balance,” writes McDougall.
In a different study at the University of Oregon,
researchers found that as running shoes got older
and worn out, “the runners feet stabilized and
became less wobbly.” When the runner used highly
cushioned shoes, “their feet tried to push through
the padding in search of a hard, stable platform.”
So both studies described by McDougall arrived at
the same strange conclusion: More cushioning
actually means less stability. Surprising?
Not if you listen to Jesus. He consistently tells us to
give up what we think will help stabilize our lives, and
lean instead on something that doesn’t move - Him.

Like in His instructions before sending out the
disciples, Jesus tells them to forget about packing,
and says “Do not take along any gold or silver or
copper in your belts; take no bag for the journey, or
extra tunic, or sandals or a staff” (Matthew 10:9-10).
He praised and held up a poor widow as an example
of ultimate faith and trust after she left herself with
seemingly nothing because she gave “all she had to
live on” to God (Luke 21:4). Jesus counterintuitively
told a wealthy man to sell everything because there
was still something he lacked (Mark 10:21).
Now, finish this sentence: “If I could _________, I’d
be better off.” Our answers (our honest answers) will
indicate what we think will provide the most comfort
and stability to our lives. More money in the bank.
Different job. Bigger house. Different neighborhood.
More authority. More friends on Facebook. More
real friends. Different family members. But after we
get that, what will we need to fill in the next blank?
What we think we need may be acting as a thick
poofy cushion between us and Christ, and
destabilizing our eternal life.
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summer with a Tuesday evening service beginning
at 6:30 PM starting on July 10. The sermon will be
the same as the previous weekend, the music will
be different from the weekend and will vary in
style, and we’ll keep children in the service and try
to include them a bit more. We won’t staff a
nursery and Kids’ Church ministries. And second,
don’t forget that if you miss a sermon, you can
listen to it online at our website,
www.lifecchelena.org, or get a CD copy in the
church entryway.
Finally, I want to encourage you to think about how
to stay connected to others this summer. Through
camps, through services, through special events,
simply being present with each other is important
through the summer. I encourage you to make
connection to the people of Life Covenant a priority
during the next couple of months.

stand for purity.
God may want to use one man in the business world
to stand for integrity in the midst of a world filled
with compromise.
God may want to use one person in the political
world to stand for truth.
You may be that one person.
I invite you to come and fully participate in the fourweek sermon series to learn from the life of Elijah.
On a different note, as this is vacation time, I know
some of you will miss the services from time to time.
First, remember that you have options! If you know
you’ll be gone on a Sunday, join us on Saturday at
5:30. Or, if your Saturday at the lake keeps you out
late, join us on Sunday at 9:00 or 10:30. And, don’t
forget that we are going to try an experiment this
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Babylon VBS 2018

190 children, 85 volunteers, 12 clean-up crew members, 6 set-up/decorators, 1 set builder
(Thank you, Dave Anderson!), a multitude of donations from YOU all went into an amazing
week learning about the One True God. Thank you! Life Covenant Church is filled with
people who have chosen to invest in the lives of children. All of these items donated, all of
these minutes and hours spent behind the scenes or upfront and on stage—God used all
of it to plant the truth into the lives of everyone involved: staff and kids and families.

HIGH SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Ministry Contact—Matt Swider
mattswider@lifecchelena.org 442-6813

Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer
jolanda@lifecchelena.org 442-6813

Voltage Summer Events
July 1, 7:00pm - Recharge
July 12, 7:00pm - Movie Night
July 15, 7:00pm - Recharge
August 5, 7:00pm - Recharge
August 9, 7:00pm - Movie Night
August 13 - Hike Entertainment
August 27 - Back-to-School Party at Matt’s house
(1339 Bighorn Road)
For more information call the church
office at 442-6813 or visit
lifecchelena.org

(6th- 8th Grade)

EnFuego Summer Events
We will meet a few times during the summer.
Make sure Jolanda has your cell phone number to
receive texts regarding locations and times.

Games and Dessert at Jolanda’s Home
(Middle School Ministry director)
Join us on August 21 from 6 to 8:30 pm.
At 4050 Lone Prairie Road in East Helena.
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EVENTS & CLASSES
TUESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Because a lot of us are gone on weekends, starting July 10 and continuing until August 21, we are going to
have a Tuesday service starting at 6:30pm. The sermon will be the same as the previous weekend, the music
will be different from the weekend, we’ll keep children in the service and try to include them a bit more. We
won’t staff a nursery and Kid’s Church ministries. If you are in town, please focus on those weekend services,
but if you’ll be gone, please participate in this experiment with us.
SUMMER KIDS CHURCH
During the summer months, the Sprouts (K-2) and Roots (3-5) will combine for Kids Church in room 202. In
June, Sprouts and Roots will focus on confidence—Living like you believe what God says is true. Because of
what Jesus has done, we can have confidence. And when you put your faith in Jesus, you can live fully alive.
Our Seedlings (3-preK) will continue to meet in room 104 for Kids Church. In June, preschoolers will learn
that the Bible tells us which way to go. Join us for fun, age-appropriate, and engaging lessons in God’s truth.
55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON - FRIDAY, JULY 13, 12:00 NOON
No bad luck this Friday the 13th; it will be a lucky day to meet with your friends for lunch! Our speaker will
be our own Pastor Keith. Call Callie at the church office (442-6913) and let her know if you plan to attend!
55 AND BETTER SUMMER ROAD TRIP
We’re working on a road trip to Butte America for the 55 and Better Bunch! Think about joining us to see
Our Lady of the Rockies. We would leave the church in the morning, have lunch in Butte and take the tour to
see “Our Lady” up close and personal plus other Butte sites as time allows. Details will follow soon! Questions or suggestions? Call Karen Lewis at 442-1792.
FAMILY CAMP AT C-N JULY 13-15
Don’t miss out! Join us at C-N camp near Augusta, MT, for swimming, tubing, hiking, campfires, and much
more! Meals and cabins are provided, so relax and enjoy the weekend with your family! Anyone interested
in being baptized at C-N, contact Keith. Sign-up in the church foyer (payment due by July 4th). We have a
few spaces for campers, if you’d like to bring yours. If you have questions, call Deanna Carlson: 442-6813.
HOLLAND LAKE
Our annual camping trip to Holland Lake is August 16-19. We reserve the camp site, and you do the rest.
Pack up your crew and come enjoy the best of the great outdoors with LCC! Brochures and sign-up in the
church foyer. Cost is $20.00 per night for each family. Payments can be made up at camp. If you have any
questions, contact Matt Swider: 442-6813.

New Roof
Work on the new roof will begin July 2nd and should take about a
week to complete. During this time we ask that you please use
caution and we apologize in advance for any inconvenience.
LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Summer is a time for resting, relaxing and enjoying the wonders that God has created for
us. I hope you all take time to enjoy your family and friends, and God's creations. Thank you
for your continued support and prayers for our ministry.
Registration for 2018-2019 continues. The older class is almost full, and the younger class
has several openings. Please share information about our school with family and friends!
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Pastor of Discipleship and Administration Installation
This month we welcome Neil Botts to our staff. Following college, Neil started his
career in Alaska in the business world. Later he became the executive pastor at
Community Covenant Church outside of Anchorage, Alaska. About five years ago,
he moved to a pastoral staff position at Christ Church in East Greenwich, Rhode
Island, and recently completed his ministry there.
Please join us on July 7th, 8th or 10th for the installation and welcoming of our
new Pastor of Discipleship and Administration. And welcome his wife Autumn,
and children Anara and Sebastian.

LIFE 101
Discovering God’s Family at
Life Covenant Church.
Sunday, July 1, 4:00-7:00pm
Room 202/204
Membership at Life Covenant starts with LIFE 101.

Learn what our church is all about, including our
history, what we believe, how we attempt to live
that out in our community, and how we operate.
This is a great introduction to who we are, and
there’s always time for questions.
A pizza dinner and childcare will be provided if
needed. Sign up in the church foyer or by calling
the office so we know how many will be attending.

You have influence and the ability to positively impact your community and world. No
matter where your influence is—in your family, school, work or church—when you commit to
grow your leadership, everyone around you wins!

REGISTER TODAY!
EXPERIENCE THIS EVENT IN OUR REGION AT:
MOUNT HELENA COMMUNITY CHURCH (The Gateway Center)
To register, please fill out a Global Leadership Summit envelope (available in the Church foyer) and
put it in the offering, or drop it off in the church office.
Please do not register online if you are with our church. Make checks payable to LCC.

Life Covenant Church
800 North Hoback
Helena, MT 59601
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“How much longer will
you waver, hobbling
between two opinions?
If the Lord is God,
follow him!”
Elijah in 1 Kings 18:21

