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me and heard my cry. 
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the 
mud and mire; 
he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm 
place to stand. 
He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of 
praise to our God.  
Many will see and fear and put their trust in 
the LORD. 
Blessed is the one who makes the LORD his 
trust….   

David, the author of that passage, found a rock solid 
place on which to stand in the midst of his life 
circumstances.  

In 2 Corinthians, Paul talks about a litany of events 
in his life that caused him suffering and pain—
beatings, stonings, running for his life, a shipwreck, 
hunger and the list goes on. But then he says that 
God told him,  

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 
on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight 
in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

  

Series: Learning Through Life’s Experiences 

January 1 & 2  Learning through Life’s Experiences: Introduction 

January 8 & 9  Learning Though Grief 

January 15 & 16  Learning Through Difficult Challenges 

Series: Christianity’s Unsung Competitors 

January 22 & 23  Adventurism 

January 29 & 30  Moralism 
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I want to start by wishing all of you a very blessed 
New Year. This year again, let’s continue to…  “live 
intentionally for eternity” here at Life Covenant 
Church. We live intentionally by fleshing out God’s 
five purposes for our lives—that of worship, 
fellowship, discipleship, ministry and evangelism. I 
invite you once again to set a course for your life in 
the new year to purposefully live out your faith.  

Let me tell you about where we are headed in the 
next month in our weekend services. At our 
weekend services each one of the five purposes can 
at some level be fleshed out. We worship our God, 
we interact or fellowship with one another, we can 
grow in our faith (discipleship) as we study 
together, we can serve one another in ministry in 
various ways and we share the good news of Jesus 
in evangelism as well.  

Early this month, we will embark on a series 
entitled, “Learning Through Life’s Experiences,” a 
reoccurring series. We’ll examine instructions of 
Scripture to discover how people used various life 
experiences to learn important lessons from God.   

We’ll hear about grief and living life with physical 
challenges.  Psalm 40 says: 

I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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and situations they may not normally experience, to 
walk in a character’s shoes. For example, which is 
more powerful, more memorable, and drives the 
point home better – telling someone “You need to 
trust God,” or telling the story of David and Goliath 
(1 Samuel 17)?  

And personal stories can be some of the most relata-
ble stories, and therefore, make for a tremendous 
witness. I’ve given a few sermons, and I can tell you 
whenever my message takes a personal turn, the 
crowd visibly perks up, gets quieter, and listens 
more intently. It’s the reason why Jesus, after heal-
ing a demon-possessed man (Luke 8:26-39), tells him 
to go and tell his story: “Return to your home and 
describe what great things God has done for 
you” (Luke 8:39, NASB). 

Next time you feel like telling someone “Don’t do 
this,” or “You’d better do that,” or “The Bible says 
this,” remember a story has more staying power 
with the listener. As author Phillip Pullman puts it, 
“‘Thou shalt not’ is soon forgotten, but ‘Once upon a 
time’ lasts forever.” 
What’s your story? 
 

Once upon a time, a little boy named Sean started writing 
devotionals and posting them at www.seanconnwriter.com. 

Still don’t get it? Jesus asked. Then, let me tell you 
a story … At least, that’s what I think His lead-in to 
the story of the Good Samaritan implies (Luke 
10:25-37). An expert in the law had just asked Je-
sus what he needed to do to inherit eternal life, 
and when pressed by Jesus, the expert quotes 
Scripture about loving God with all your heart, 
soul and strength, and loving your neighbor as 
yourself. Since he was quoting from the Old Testa-
ment, the expert had probably read those words 
many times and memorized them. Jesus even told 
the expert his answer was correct – loving God 
and loving your neighbor like that is the key to 
eternal life. 

However, the true meaning of the Scripture had 
not sunk in apparently, making the expert unable 
to relate to it or apply it in his life, because he felt 
the need to ask Jesus “And who is my neighbor?” 
Instead of repeating the Scripture, quoting even 
more Scripture, or telling him directly who his 
neighbor was or was not, Jesus’ response was to 
tell him a story, the story of the Good Samaritan.  

Stories are powerful. Stories illustrate concepts. 
Stories make us think. Stories drill into the mean-
ing of an idea instead of just reiterating it. Stories 
allow a listener or reader to relate to characters 

by Sean Connolly 
STORIES 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:9-
10.  

We can learn and find hope in the midst of the 
events in our lives.  

Later this month, we’ll start a series called 
“Christianity’s Unsung Competitors.” I have 
witnessed many people stay away from following 
Jesus or even walk away from their faith as a result 
of one of these competitors. I hope you’ll join us as 
we talk about this important topic.  

As we start this New Year, we’ll reintroduce food in 

(Continued from page 1) 

some of our children’s, youth ministry and adult 
groups and events. Each ministry leader will be 
making decisions for how exactly that will happen 
with their area of ministry. In addition, we are only 
going to continue to require masks for the 11:00 
service. At all other services and events, masks will 
be optional.  

Finally, Thank you. Thank you for your generous gift 
at Christmas. Thank you also for your support of our 
family in our recent loss of Nina’s Dad, Mario. I 
consider it a great privilege to serve this 
congregation.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+8%3A+26-39&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+8%3A39&version=NASB
http://www.seanconnwriter.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+10%3A25-37&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+10%3A25-37&version=NIV


 

Tuesdays 

Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

Jan. 4 Chicken & Rice PJ Night Wear your PJ’s 

Jan. 11 Mac & Cheese 
Love your 

Leader Night 

Bring a card or 

treat for you 

leaders 

Jan. 18 Spaghetti Beach Night 

Dress for the 

beach                

(no swimsuits) 

Jan. 25 Tacos Favorite Color 
Wear your favorite 

color 

Page 3 V O L U M E  2 0 3 ,  N O .  1  

 

At our Saturday and Sunday 9am services, following 
the offering, we’ll dismiss the children to one of 
three pods listed below:   

 

• Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

• Sprouts pod: K - 2nd grade (Rm 203) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 

 

At our Sunday 11am service, we’ll have a combined 
Kids Church class in Room 104 for Seedlings and 
Sprouts (ALL kids are welcome). 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MONDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 8:00PM 

 

Jan. 3 - No En Fuego 
(end of Christmas Break) 

 
Jan. 7 - Nerf War Night 

(at LCC from 6pm - 8pm) 
 

Jan. 17 - No En Fuego 
(MLK Day/ No School) 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org 

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS 

FROM 6:00 - 6:30PM 
 

Jan. 3 - No Confirmation 
Jan. 17 - No Confirmation 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

WEDNESDAYS 
FROM 7:00 - 9:00PM, Doors open at 6:00PM 

January 21-23 - Voltage Ski Trip at Mizpah 
Christian Retreat 

(Depart Jan. 21 at 1:00pm from LCC 
Return on Jan. 23 at 1:00pm to LCC) 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
LCC JOB VACANCY POSTINGS 
Life Covenant Church (LCC) is taking applications for the following open part-time positions: Administrative        
Assistant and LCC Preschool Teacher. Lynnette Sena will be leaving her Administrative Assistant position this 
spring and Doris Sparks will be leaving her position as our Preschool Teacher of 16 years at the end of the school 
year. They have both served us well and faithfully. For more details, please see the vacancy announcements in the 
foyer of the church or on the LCC website or mobile app. 
 

UPCOMING LIFE GROUPS & CLASSES 
We invite you to share life together in the new year as part of a LIFE group or class. Beginning in January,           
numerous groups and classes are starting on topics such as:  
• Viewing and discussing The Bible Project videos 
• Viewing and discussing The Chosen episodes 
• Financial Peace University – Biblical financial stewardship 
• Preparing for your Homecoming – a class about end-of-life considerations. 
• The Pathway to LIFE – God's purposes and our mission in the world (part of our LIFE class courses) 
• What I Wish I Had Known (a class for couples about marriage) 
• Parenting 
• Reflecting on that week’s sermon 
There are groups specifically for women and for men and for mixed groups of adults. We also have GriefShare and 
DivorceCare groups beginning in January. In addition, we have options to join some groups via ZOOM. 
To see the list of groups and classes and all the details, visit our website and click on the “Connect” menu along 
the top of the page. Or contact Neil at 401-585-8517 or neil@lifecchelena.org. Becoming more like Jesus happens 
best in real community with others. May our hunger to be formed into the image of Jesus help us resist isolation 
and apathy.  
 

JOIN BREEZE IN THE NEW YEAR 
We are excited to introduce you to Breeze, an online church resource and directory for our Life Covenant Church 
(LCC) family! Breeze is a web-based church management software company serving thousands of churches across 
the US and Canada. LCC has been using Breeze to help update contact information, manage events and facilities, 
track giving for our church family, and more. The week of January 10th, you should receive an email invitation 
with instructions and links on how to set up your own personal account access in Breeze. Once you receive the 
email to "Create An Account", click on the link and from there you'll set up a username and password. Or you will 
find this link to create an account on our website and mobile app. That's it! You're all set.  
This access will allow you to view and update your own contact information, add a picture to your profile, view 
your giving history and print your own giving statements. Additionally, you will be able to search the database to 
view general contact information, but only about others who have opted into the Online Directory. You'll even 
have the option of accessing your Breeze account using a mobile app on your phone or tablet. We will be high-
lighting this opportunity in our worship services beginning January 8-9 and will have people available to help you 
set up access after each service for several weeks. We look forward to sharing this resource with you! 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Happy New Year! January brings Winter! The preschoolers will learn about snowflakes, 
snowmen, winter weather and keeping warm. This is also a great time to experiment 
and create activities. We are hoping for snow so we can go snowshoeing.   

Pets are very important to families. We will learn more about pets and how to care for 
them. The highlight of this unit will be a field trip to Petco to learn about and see various animals.  

Thank you for your continued support of our Early Childhood Ministry. We are so blessed to learn 
about Jesus and His love each and every day! 
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AWANA CHRISTMAS STORE  

Thank you to the many donors and volunteers who made the AWANA Christmas store a smashing success! 
What a blessing to see and hear the excitement as our AWANA clubbers shopped for their families. Those 
presents were carefully selected with love. Thank you for being a part of this tradition and helping our 
AWANA clubbers experience the joy of giving.  

Thank you for starting the new year by serving during Life Covenant Church’s   
January host week for Family Promise!  Families were blessed because of 
your meals, donations and overnight hosting! Please continue to pray for the 
guests who are in the program, especially for several who are noticeably 
young parents. 

55 & BETTER LUNCHEON - Friday, January 14 - 2:00 Noon:   

Let’s start 2022 out right by getting together for lunch in the         
Fellowship Hall!  It’s about time that we did something “fun”        
together! Curious about whether or not it’s going to snow, rain, 
or blow us into Broadwater County? Well, come and hear all 
about it from KTVH’s own Chief Meteorologist, Curtis Grevenitz. 
Curtis will answer all of your questions and tell us all about our 
winter weather! Give Lynnette in the church office a call (406-442
-6813) and let her know you’ll be attending. As always, we’ll do 
our best to keep you safe! 
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I’m convinced: You can do 

anything and everything. 

    Nothing and no one can 

upset your plans. 

You asked, ‘Who is this     

muddying the water, 

    ignorantly confusing the 

issue, second-guessing          

my purposes?’ 

I admit it. I was the one.        

I babbled on about things 

far beyond me, 

    made small talk about  

wonders way over           

my head.    

 
Job 42:1-3 The Message 


