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You’ve probably heard someone say something 
like this: 

Have you seen that Anderson boy? He is such a 
responsible kid: he gets up at 4:30 and does his 
paper route, he comes home and shovels the 
walk, goes off to school all day, then plays sports 
after school and on the weekends he holds down 
a job at the restaurant too. He’s so responsible.  

As a kid, didn’t you hate hearing a comment like 
that?  

But maybe also, you’ve heard things like this: 

“I have to clean his room every Saturday because 
he is so irresponsible.” Or, “Now that he’s 
graduated from college, you’d think he’d have 
some motivation to get a job, but no, all he wants 
to do is play video games—he’s so irresponsible.” 

Here’s a few quotes from right here at the church:  

“Whose responsibility is it to turn off the lights? 
Or empty the refrigerator, or turn off the heat?” 
Or, “That dinner after the funeral was done so 
well—who was responsible for that?” Or, “Who’s 
responsible for organizing the summer activities 
around here? I want to help out.”  

by Keith Johnson 

Responsibility is not a difficult concept to grasp. Here 
is a dictionary definition: 

the state or fact of being responsible, 
answerable, or accountable for something 
within one's power, control, or management. 

And we say things like, “He is responsible or 
answerable for all the food.” Which means don’t bring 
up your concerns to me, I’m not accountable for it, 
because it is not something I managed—go talk to 
him. Or, “She is responsible to the president of the 
company.” Which means she doesn’t have to answer 
to all the other people around here, they aren’t in 
control of her, she is accountable to the president.  

The opposite, irresponsibility, is fairly clear cut as well. 
Irresponsibility is when I don’t take responsibility for 
the things I am responsible for.  

In January, we are beginning a new series of sermons 
on “Taking Responsibility For Our Lives.” For four 
weekends we are going to be looking at a topic that 
many consider to be political, but I’d suggest that the 
issue of taking responsibility for our lives is a profound 
biblical issue. I hope you’ll continue to join us either 
online or in-person.  

 Series: Taking Responsibility For Our Lives  

Jan. 2 & 3           Restraining Blame (Genesis 1:27-29, Genesis 3:1-13) 

Jan 9 & 10          It’s Proportional (Galatians 6:1-7) 

Jan. 16 & 17       The Actions of One (Joshua 7) 

Jan. 23 & 24       What Will You Do With the Hand You’re Dealt (Matthew 25:14-30) 

Series: Encounters with Jesus 

Jan. 30 & 31       Encounters That Change Lives     

http://lifecchelena.org/
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inheritance when he asked for it.  

So maybe the older son was miserable because he 
never asked for that young goat to celebrate. He just 
kept going, doing what was expected of him, year 
after year, being the model first born son, expecting 
something joyous to just be given to him.               
Apparently, he never asked his father for a chance to 

celebrate, and enjoy life.  

That is the potential danger      
mature Christians face. We get so 
focused on doing and being good 
that our spiritual life becomes 
stale, mechanical and meaning-
less, with no spontaneity, purpose 
or joy. We’re doing “Christian 
things” because we have to, not 
because we want to. When our 
hearts aren’t in it because we are 
too focused on what we can get 

out of it, we become like the older son. 

However, Jesus said, “Until now you have not asked 
for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, 
and your joy will be complete” (John 16:24). If your 
life lacks joy, maybe all it takes is asking Him how 
you can glorify Him to unleash it.  

What young goat do you need to ask Christ for in 
your life? 

 
To find joy and God’s presence in everyday events, head to my 
blog www.seanconnwriter.com. While you’re there, sign up for 
the email list to get weekly devotions delivered to your inbox. 

I never realized a goat could cause such anger. 
While preparing a message for the Voltage        
students, I kept getting drawn back to the often-
overlooked goat in the Parable of the Lost Son 
(Luke 15:11-32), and its influence on the older 
son. 

The CliffsNotes version of the parable is this: a 
man had two sons. The younger 
one demanded his share of the 
inheritance, and his father gave 
it to him. He left home and  
wasted all the money on wild 
living. When he humbly returns 
home, his father throws a party 
for him by killing the fattened 
calf because he is overjoyed 
that his son has returned.  

The older son has dutifully 
stayed home, resents the       
celebration lavished on his younger brother, and 
refuses to attend the party. The older son  angrily 
unloads on his father because he is throwing a 
party for someone who “squandered your      
property” (v. 30). In response, the father simply 
says, we’re celebrating because your brother was 
“lost and is found” (v. 32). 

I think one reason why the older son is furious 
hinges on the verse where he tells his father, “you 
never gave me even a young goat so I could      
celebrate with my friends” (v. 29). At first glance, 
his statement makes it look like it’s the father’s 
fault because he never let him have any fun.  
However, the father did give the younger son his     

by Sean Connolly 
THE GOAT  

 

 
Thank you for your generous expressions of gratitude 

during this Christmas season. We are honored to 

serve here at Life Covenant and we are looking      

forward to another year of ministry together in 2021. From The Life Covenant Staff 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+16%3A24&version=NIV
http://www.seanconnwriter.com.h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15%3A11-32&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15%3A30&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15%3A32&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15%3A29&version=NIV
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www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

 
MONDAYS, 6:30-8:00PM 

 

 

 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org  

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS, 6:00-6:30PM 

 

 

Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 
jolanda@lifecchelena.org  437-8158 

 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

WEDNESDAYS, 6:30-9:00PM,  

Doors open at 5:30PM 

 

 

SKI DAY ON JANUARY 22 

 

 

 

Kids Church and nursery are available for children 
through 5th grade during the Saturday 5:30pm and 
Sunday 9am services. Don’t forget to check out our 
“LIFE Kids, AWANA & Parent Resources” page on 
our website and app. You’ll find downloadable  
resources for kids and families to do at home. 
Worship packs are also available to print at home 
to help kids engage with each week’s sermon. 

 

  

Date Theme Bring 

Jan. 5 PJ Night 
Dress in your comfy 

pajamas 

Jan. 12 Beach Night Dress for the beach 

Jan. 19 
Crazy Hair 

Night 

Do your hair in a crazy 

style 

Jan. 26 Camo Night Wear something camo 

AWANA Club: We will continue with Zoom 
AWANA from 6:00-6:30pm on Tuesdays until 
we are able to resume in-person AWANA.  

Email deanna@lifecchelena.org for the link, 
and join us for songs, a message, a game and 
prayer. You can even dress up for the themes! 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
mailto:deanna@lifecchelena.org
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LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

Happy New Year! We are so thankful that we have been able to participate in preschool 
as "normal" as possible. The children are so happy to attend class, learn and grow 
through the various activities and lessons.  

It was so heartwarming for me to witness the children sharing the Christmas Story. During class one      
morning, one child dressed up as an "angel" and another child dressed up as "Mary".  "Angel" proceeded to 
tell "Mary":  "Mary, I have some very good news for you, you are going to have a baby, and His name will be  
JESUS!" What a wonderful example of learning about God's love for us and the privilege it is for me to teach 
the children.   

January brings us winter, an opportunity to talk about winter clothing, animals in winter and winter          
activities. We are hoping to have enough snow to have a snowshoe field trip. 

It is hard to believe that Preschool Enrollment for 2021-22 begins this month! Please call the church office 
for more information or to schedule a tour. Thank you for sharing this information with your family and 
friends! 

 
 
 
 

ONE-YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN 

Reading the Bible daily not only helps you grow in your faith and walk with Jesus Christ, but will be an     
amazing source of encouragement throughout your day. There are a number of online resources available to 
help guide you. We're providing a link on our website and mobile app to a One-Year Bible Reading Plan 
which includes daily readings from the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs. You can also 
pick up a printed version of this guide at the church or church office. May you be richly blessed through the 
reading of God's Word which gives life! 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

Life Covenant will be hosting another week of Family Promise January 10–17, 2021. The families will be stay-
ing at First Christian Church during our host week, but LCC will provide meals, pantry items, and overnight 
hosts. Please sign up in the foyer or call Sami Butler (406-461-8797) to participate. Thank you for serving! 

 

2021 MISSIONS CALENDAR 

LCC 2021 Missions Calendars are ready and can be picked up in the church foyer or church office. 
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AWANA CHRISTMAS STORE 

Thank you to the many donors and volunteers who made the AWANA Christmas store a smashing success! 
Forty-three children shopped for their loved ones. What a blessing to see and hear the excitement. Those 
presents were carefully selected with love. Thank you for being a part of this tradition and helping our 
AWANA clubbers experience the joy of giving.  

Thank you for all the cards, 

calls, gifts, and the amazing  

outpouring of love and support. 

        - Connie Buchanan 

CONDOLENCES 

 We share our condolences with the friends and 

family of Barbara Gallagher, Eudine West, Ed Fleury 

and Marc Krueger 
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 If anyone thinks they 
are something when  

they are not, they       
deceive themselves.  
Each one should test 

their own actions.     
Then they can take    
pride in themselves 

alone, without          
comparing themselves  

to someone else,         
for each one should    

carry their own load….       
Do not be deceived:   

God cannot be mocked.  
A man reaps what         

he sows.   

Galatians 6:3-7 


