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LIVING INTENTIONALLY FOR ETERNITY  
by Keith Johnson 
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                                               Living Intentionally for Eternity 

January 5 & 6  What on Earth am I Here For? 

January 12 & 13   Doing Relationships Intentionally (Ken Sande) 

January 19 & 20  A Church’s Purpose 

January 26 & 27  Strategy Matters 

 

January is full of football playoffs. Here is a different 
kind of football story. Kirk Cousins is the 
quarterback of the Minnesota Vikings. In front of his 
home, stands a rather interesting tower. It’s a clear 
cylinder with rocks. When asked of it’s importance, 
he said,  

"It's there to remind me how brief life is, and how 
important the time we have here is..."  

The stones are actually 
inspired by a Bible verse 
from the Book of Psalms 
first shared with him while 
attending Holland Christian 
High School in Holland 
Michigan, “Teach us to 
number our days that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.” 

According to Tory Zawacki Roy’s interview on 
ESPN.com, Cousins laughing said, "Oh, it's a little 
morbid, but it's a tool my Bible teacher taught me in 
high school, and I'm carrying it with me. It's about 
the importance of leaving a mark and making a 
deposit in people's lives in a way that matters. In 
other words, when you have an understanding that 
life is coming to an end someday, and that we only 

have so many days? There's wisdom in that." 

For Cousins, it was important 
to transform the verse into a 
visual reminder and in his 
case that reminder is 720 
stones. He supposes that 
being able to live 90 years 
would be a good full life and 

since he turned 30 
this year, that would 
leave 60 years, or 720 
months.  

He resolves to do the 
following: "Every 
month I'm going to 

take out a stone, put it in my 
pocket, and think: 'Once this 
month is over, this is gone. 
You can't get it back, it's 
gone for good.'" 

He adds "Like everybody else, 
I am naturally selfish, and so 
I'm going to think about 
myself, and I think at the end 
of my life, it's not going to be 

Continued on pg. 2 

“What impact are 
you making, not 
only today, but for 
eternity?” 

http://lifecchelena.org/


 

To Our LCC Family, 

Thank you so much for your incredibly 

generous Christmas gifts.   

It is an honor to serve at Life Covenant. We 

look forward to partnering with all of you in 

another great year of ministry! 

~ The Life Covenant Staff 
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ONE THING  

In the movie City Slickers, Billy Crystal plays a guy 
searching for meaning in his life. He goes from the 
city with some friends on a cattle-drive to help find 
himself, when Curly the trail boss tells him the secret 
to life. Curly says there is “one thing” that he needs 
to define, and the rest of his life will flow from that 
“one thing.”  

As the calendar flips to the beginning of a new year, 
we tend to think about Big Questions to check in, see 
how we’re doing, and where we might be going. 
Questions like, who am I? Why am I here? What is my 
purpose in life? 

As Curly said, there should be one thing that answers 
those questions, and gives purpose and meaning to 
our lives. One point on which all the different areas 
of our lives balance. One thing big enough to define 
our way, our truth and our life because how we live 
cannot be separated from what we truly believe in. 

Your one thing will be the foundation you can keep 
building on and use to set goals for yourself. It should 
inspire conviction in you that what you are doing is 

just, and be able to spur you on through any 
obstacle that life presents. Your one thing has to 
represent a big enough vision to guide all of the 
ideas, aspirations and preferences of your life, and 
be strong enough to motivate you to achieve the 
vision.  

Frankly, it’s got to be able to satisfy every need 
you’ve got because it will permeate every aspect of 
your life – everything you do in secret, everything 
you do in public, everything you think, everything 
you say. Everything. 

Of all the Big Questions you may ask yourself at the 
beginning of this new year, there is one question, if 
answered correctly, holds the key to being truly free, 
truly happy and truly at peace no matter what is 
happening around you. One question, if answered 
correctly, will demonstrate what you truly, deeply 
and passionately believe in. One question, if 
answered correctly, will provide the guidance you 
need to identify your one thing. 

The question is not, “Who am I?” 

The question is, “Whose am I?” 

by Sean Connolly 

about what I did for myself, but what I did for 
others….” 

As he removes the stones, he asks himself, “What 
impact are you making, not only today, but for 
eternity?” 

 This month we return to an important phrase in our 
church—Living Intentional For Eternity. We’re going 
to focus our attention on what we as individuals and 
we as a congregation are Biblically called to be. As a 
part of this series, we’ll be introducing some new and 
some revised structures, groups and classes in an 
effort to revitalize what we do as a congregation. We 
want to maximize our effectiveness in carrying out 
God’s five purposes for us—worship, fellowship, 
discipleship, ministry and evangelism.  

“What impact are you making, not only today, but for 
eternity?” 



Page 3 V O L U M E  2 0 0 ,  N O .  1  

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th-8th Grade)  

5:45-6:15pm 

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 

(6th- 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm,  
Program is from 6:30-8:45pm 

Includes Dinner 

After School Program 
3:00pm-6:30pm 

H I G H  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider 

mattswider@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Voltage, Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm, 
Program starts at 6:30-9:00pm 

Includes Dinner 

 

Tuesdays 
Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

Jan. 1 NO AWANA 

Jan. 8 Mac & Cheese PJ Night Wear your PJ’s 

Jan. 15 Spaghetti 
Love your 

Leader Night 

Bring card or 

treat for your 

leader 

Jan. 22 Tacos Beach Night 
Dress for the 

beach 

Jan. 29 
Pancakes & 

Ham 
SOUP-er Bowl 

Bring a can of 

soup for Helena 

Food Share 

For more information call the church 
office at 442-6813 or visit 

lifecchelena.org  

• January 13 - Recharge, 6:00-7:30pm 

• January 18-20 - Voltage Ski Trip 

January Kids Church Themes: 

How do you keep self-control? Update your Oper-
ating System! If you update the way you react, then 
you can choose to do what you should even when 
you don’t want to. In January, the Sprouts and 
Roots will be digging in to the truths Solomon 
wrote about self-control in the book of Proverbs.  

"I need Jesus" is the focus this month for our Seed-
lings. And, we know from experience that the older 
preschoolers get, the more they will need Jesus. 
Life can be tough. Having a friend like Jesus who 
knows us, loves us, and has the power to help us 
can truly change our lives. After all, that’s what 
friends do. They help one another when they need 
it. And there is no better friend than Jesus. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY DIRECTOR UPDATE 

Our current Middle School Ministry Director, Jolanda 

Songer has graciously offered to continue working 

through January 31st with the Middle School Pro-

gram. This will give us more time to find a new direc-

tor and help to make a smooth transition. We thank 

Jolanda for all her years of service!   

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:mattswider@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Happy New Year!  After a very busy December, the children are ready to resume our regular routine. We are 
hoping for snow to arrive as we learn about winter weather and participate in winter activities. We hope to 
go snow shoeing providing we have snow. We will learn about pets and how to care for them. This unit will 
include a field trip to the pet store. Our daily activities include many opportunities for social skills and 
learning how to get along with one another as well as enhancing the children's intellectual, emotional, 
physical and spiritual well being.  Thank you for your continued support! 

Women’s Bible Studies Starting Up 

• Tuesday Women’s Bible Study starting Jan. 8, 1:00pm-3:00pm in room 201.  
 Set Apart by Jennifer Kennedy Dean. Join us for a 6 week study through the beatitudes.  

• Friday Women’s Bible Study starting Jan. 4, 9:00am-11:00am in room 202/204.  
 One in a Million by Priscilla Shirer. Join us for a 7 session study in looking carefully at the two Israelites 

who crossed over the Jordan into the Promised Land, we find direction for our own spiritual lives.  

DivorceCare Begins January 22, 2019 at Life Covenant Church 
Find help and healing for the hurt of separation and divorce. DivorceCare is a friendly, caring group of people 
who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experiences. This group will meet on Tuesdays 
at 6:00pm at 700 Hoback Street beginning January 22, 2019. To register or find out more, please contact Pas-
tor Neil at 406.442.6813 or neil@lifecchelena.org. Don’t go through separation or divorce alone. 

Small Life Group for Family’s Caring for Members with Mental Illness 
1 in 5 people in the United States are affected by mental illness. Due to the stigmas that still exist, a family 
caring for a member with mental illness may have, at times, a challenging and isolating experience. 
As members of the church family, we hope to connect with each other. We are starting a Life Group at Life 
Covenant for Family Members of individuals living with mental illness. This is not a therapy group. We know 
that we can find strength in being with others in similar experiences as ourselves. We hope to support each 
other by fellowship, sharing, prayer and light study. The group will be respectful of privacy and confidentiality. 
The date and time will be determined by the group. If you are interested call the church office and speak to 
Pastor Neil. Join us as we explore launching this small group. 

Financial Peace University Starts January 28th 
Planning for the future is hard when you’re still paying for the past! There’s a 
better way! Join our Financial Peace University group, and we’ll learn how to get 
ahead of debt and make a plan for the future...together! Join us Monday eve-
nings, from 6:30-8:30 pm, at Life Covenant Church starting January 28th, 2019. 
Message Damon Songer your questions or sign up at https://fpu.com/1081703. 
FPU is a nine-week video curriculum taught by financial expert Dave Ramsey. It incorporates small-group dis-
cussion that encourages accountability and discipleship. The cost is $129 per couple or individual. 

Ski Night at Great Divide — Friday, January 25 from 4 to 9:00pm 
Join us at the public ski night at Great Divide. Lift tickets are $10 and rentals are $15 for 6th grade and up, $10 
for 5th grade and under, plus $5 for a helmet (preschool-age children ski for FREE). For questions or more de-
tails contact Matt (442-6813). Hope to see you there! 

55 and Better Luncheon - 12:00 Noon on Friday, January 11  
Start the year right by joining your friends at the January luncheon. Our speaker this month will be Deanna 
Carlson, Children’s Ministry Director from Life Covenant. Call Callie at the church office (442-6813) to let her 
know you’ll be attending. See you there! 

mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org
https://fpu.com/1081703
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  
Relational Wisdom Is Coming to Life Covenant Church 
On January 11-12, 2019, Life Covenant Church will host a Discovering Relation-
al Wisdom seminar that could change every relationship in your life. Relation-
al wisdom is your ability to discern emotions and interests in yourself and 
in others, to interpret them in the light of God’s Word, and to use these in-
sights to manage your responses and relationships constructively. These skills 
can reduce conflict, enrich your marriage, parenting and friendships, and im-
prove your job performance and career development.  

The seminar will be presented by Ken Sande, Founder of Peacemaker Ministries 
and Relational Wisdom 360, and author of The Peacemaker, at Life Covenant 
Church on Friday, January 11, 2019 from 7pm-9pm and Saturday, January 12, 
2019 from 9am to 12:30pm. More information is available at www.rw360.org/
seminar or by contacting Neil Botts at 406-442-6813 neil@lifecchelena.org. 

As a ministry to Life Covenant Church families, we would like to provide childcare for those who would oth-
erwise not be able to attend this Relational Wisdom seminar. If you plan to attend and need childcare, please 
contact the church office about your need for childcare.  

Thank you to the many donors and 
volunteers who made the AWANA 
Christmas store a smashing success! 
Over ninety children shopped for 
their loved ones and had their pack-
ages wrapped with love. What a 
blessing to see and hear the excite-
ment. The children cannot wait for 
their gifts to be opened. Those pre-
sents were carefully selected with 
love. Thank you for being a part of 
this tradition and helping our AWANA 
clubbers experience the joy of giving. 

 

 EnFuego wants to thank Diane Halferty for putting on the annu-
al cookie baking and decorating event. Also thank you to Sandy 
Merchen, Lynnette Sena and Sarah Sadowski for helping. Twen-
ty-nine students came and had fun participating in games, kara-
oke, but most importantly baking and decorating cookies. They 
brought home a variety of cookies and we put four platters to-
gether for our Bingo friends at the Eagles Manor. Thank you for 
making an event like this possible! 

 

We wish you a Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year! 

THANK YOU! 

http://www.rw360.org/seminar
http://www.rw360.org/seminar
mailto:neil@lifecchelena.org
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Learn what our church is all about, including our 

history, what we believe, how we live that out in 

our community, and how we operate. This is a 

great introduction to who we are, and there’s 

always time for questions.  

A pizza dinner and childcare will be provided if 

needed. Sign up in the church foyer or by calling 

the office so we know how many will be attending. 

LIFE 101 
Discovering God’s Family at 

Life Covenant Church. 

Sunday, January 27, 4:00-7:00pm 

Room 202/204 

It’s in Christ that we find out 
who we are and what we are 
living for. Long before we first 
heard of Christ and got our 
hopes up, he had his eye on 
us, had designs on us for glo-
rious living, part of the overall 
purpose he is working out in 
everything and everyone.   

Ephesians 1:11-12  
The Message  


