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THE NEGLECTED MEMBER
OF THE TRINITY

by Keith Johnson

As we begin the new year, it’s my hope that all of
us will grow closer to God, expand our influence,
and grow the Kingdom of God in the year to come.
I hope 2018 will be a significant year in your walk
with God.
We are about to launch into a series of sermons
about the Holy Spirit. Imagine that you have a
neighbor who has been interested in spiritual
things and you're talking
across the fence and they say,
"I was at a church and the
topic for the sermon was
‘expect a miracle.’ Now if I
become a Christian, can I
expect a miracle? I don't mean
vague change in my life, but a
miracle, something that just doesn't happen in
nature. Can I expect that?” What would you say?

common place for people with deadly diseases to
be healed. And, that people were coming from all
around just to be part of such a movement. What
would be your response to an article like that?
Or, suppose someone who sits with you in church
on Sunday goes downstairs to have refreshments
with you after the service and says to you, “Last
night, God spoke to me in a dream.” How do you
respond? Does God do that
kind of thing?

As much as we might try,
the Holy Spirit will not
fit into a box that our
minds have created.

Or suppose someone comes to you at work
tomorrow and says, “I was watching TV last night
and I saw a man on a stage and he was preaching
and touching people on the forehead and they
would fall back. What's that about? Is God in
that?” What would you say?

SERMONS
IN
JANUARY

Or, suppose you were to pick up a newspaper
tonight and read about a church in Brazil where it is

How clear are you on the
person and work of the Holy
Spirit? My guess is that many
of us are confused and
maybe not too clear on the
subject—even those of us who have been around
Life Covenant for quite a while. We may have a
pretty good idea of what we're talking about when
we discuss God the Father, or a pretty good idea
of what we mean when we mention God the Son,
but when it comes to the Holy Spirit, we're a little
fuzzy.
For 2000 years the church has been wrestling with,
and its greatest minds have been talking about,
the Holy Spirit. Now it is our turn.
Continued on pg. 2

The Holy Spirit, the Neglected Member of the Trinity
January 6 & 7
January 13 & 14
January 20 & 21
January 27 & 28

The Holy Spirit, the Neglected Member of the Trinity
A Short History of His Work
The Anointed of God
The Call of Moses
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FREE RANGE DEVOTIONS

Zecharaiah and Mary
by Sean Connolly
There is one topic I never get tired of and always find
interesting: me. I could talk about many topics, as
long as I could relate it back to me. I am interested in
many things, but ultimately, I want to know how
something is going to affect me.
Which is probably why I related so well to the story
of Zechariah at Christmas.
When the angel Gabriel announced Zechariah and
Elizabeth would be parents, Zechariah’s response in
different translations of Luke 1:18 sounded like it
was coming from me, myself and I. NIV: “How can I
be sure of this?” NASB: “How will I know this for
certain?” Message: “Do you expect me to believe
this?” (My emphasis) No problem determining
where his focus was at that moment, even though
he is described as upright in the sight of God before
Gabriel arrives (Luke 1:6).
By comparison, Mary’s response to an almost
identical situation, with Gabriel again declaring she

would be a parent despite a seemingly impossible
situation, differs dramatically. Where is the focus of
her responses in the translations of Luke 1:34? NIV:
“How will this be?” NASB: “How can this be?”
Message: “But how?” Not an “I” or “me” to be found
in her responses.
Both Zechariah and Mary were asking questions to
“test the spirits” (1 John 4:1). But which type of
response do you think God is after, since only one of
them ended up mute until the birth of their child?
And in the coming year, which way will you respond
when the Lord announces your next assignment for
Him? As Zechariah found out, if you focus on
yourself, it just shows your ignorance toward the
power of God, sets yourself up as an idol, and leaves
you a little more isolated from the people He
expects us to serve.
But enough about you. Let me tell you about my –
Sorry. Still need some work in that area.

Continued from pg. 1

I hope that the outcome of our series will be, first,
that we will have a new reverence for the Holy
Spirit's mystery. As much as we might try, the Holy
Spirit will not fit into a box that our minds have
created. Secondly, I hope that we will align
ourselves with the Holy Spirit's work in our lives. On
the one hand, the winds of the Spirit move as they
will. On the other hand, there are still things that we
can do and understand. Thirdly, I hope that each of
us will earnestly ask the Holy Spirit to display his
power in our lives and in our church.
Finally, I, along with Nina, and Grace, want to thank
you for your generosity and warm expressions of
love and support during the holiday season. I look
forward to this year of serving God’s Kingdom
together.

To Our LCC Family,
Thank you so much for your
incredibly generous Christmas gifts.
It is an honor to serve at Life
Covenant. We look forward to
partnering with all of you in another
great year of ministry!
~ The Life Covenant Staff
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer
jolanda@lifecchelena.org 442-6813

Confirmation Class

Planting Truth — Growing Faith
Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson
deanna@lifecchelena.org 442-6813

(7th-8th Grade)
Wednesdays, 5:45-6:15pm

At Life Kids Ministry, God is making an eternal difference in the lives of children, their families, and the
adults who serve them.

www.enfuegoatlcc.com
(6th- 8th Grade)
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:45pm

SAVE THE DATE
Vacation Bible School (VBS) for ages 3yrs-5th grade
will be on June 18th-22nd, 2018.

Date

Dinner

Theme

Bring

Jan. 2

Chicken &
Rice

Silly Sock
Night

Wear your silliest
socks

Jan. 9

Love Your
Mac & Cheese
Leader Night

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM: 6th-8th Grade
Wednesdays at 3:00pm

Bring a card or
treat for your
leaders

January

Workshop

Teacher

Jan 3

Motorcycle & plants Greg Chadwick

Jan 10

Finances

Prudence Wigen

Jan. 16

Spaghetti

PJ Night

Wear your PJ’s

Jan 17

Crochet

Karina Carlson

Jan. 23

Tacos

Beach Night

Dress for the
Beach

Jan 24

Origami

Austie May

Jan 31

Cupcake decorating

Jolanda Songer

SOUP-er
Bowl Night

Bring a can of
soup for Helena
Food Share

Jan. 30

Pancakes &
Ham

Thank you to the many volunteers who made the
AWANA Christmas store a smashing success! Over
100 children shopped for their loved ones and had
their packages
wrapped with
love. Thank you for
being a part of this
tradition and helping our AWANA
clubbers learn
about joyful giving.

HIGH SCHOOL
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider
mattswider@lifecchelena.org 442-6813
Voltage meets every Wednesday, 6:30-9:00pm.
Recharge (High School in depth Bible Study)
meets on the following dates at 6:00pm:
January 28
February 11 & 25
March 4 & 18
For more information visit lifecchelena.org and
select Voltage under the Kid’s and Youth tab.
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EVENTS & CLASSES
Saturday Fellowship
Bring a sack meal, take-out dinner or snack and join us before service the first Saturday of each month. The
goal is to hang out and enjoy being together! Our next time together will be January 6 at 4:15 in the fellowship
hall. Hope to see you there!
Ski Night at Great Divide — January 5, 4 to 9:00pm
Join us at the public ski night at Great Divide. It’s fun to just hang out with folks from Life Covenant Church, so
bring a family or friend that doesn’t attend church and join us. Lift tickets are $10 and rentals are $15 for 6th
grade and up, $10 for 5th grade and under, plus $5 for a helmet. Contact Matt (442-6813) if you have any
questions. Hope to see you there!
55 and Better Luncheon — January 12, 12:00noon
If you heard that the Hell’s Angels motorcycle club was riding into town, would you get nervous?
How would you feel about “Heaven’s Angels” instead? Ever wonder about the “bikers’ blessing”
ceremony held annually in Helena? Come hear about the Christian Motorcycle Association and its
work. Greg Chadwick from our church is the national chaplain and will share his testimony.
Women’s Ministry — January 18, 6:00pm
Join us and create your personal Story Rope. You will leave with a colorful pattern symbolizing
your feelings about your overall story. Identify where God was at crucial points in your story,
where it was challenging, where you are currently, and where you want to be. Think about 810 major events in your life’s story. The colors and patterns you select will symbolize your
feelings about those times of life. Hopefully you will “see” ways God has redeemed parts of
your life for His glory. For questions, call Barbara Gallagher at 431-6267.
Medical/Dental Tanzania mission Trip supplies needed
We are gathering supplies for the mission trip to Tanzania in 2018. The following items are needed:
Toothbrushes l New reading glasses (all strengths) l Ibuprofen l Fungal cream l Cortisone cream l Bar soap
Please contact Sami Butler at 461-8797 with any questions. Thank you for participating!
Sew in Love — for Tanzania!
Sami Butler and crew will travel to Tanzania this year on a medical mission trip. We want to put together baby
gift bags for them to distribute while they are there. We will assemble bags that include diapers, a receiving
blanket, onesies and other items. If you would like to sew diapers, receiving blankets, or donate other items to
be included in the gift bags, contact Karen Lewis at 442-1792 or mtnmema@gmail.com. Bags need to be
completed by the first week of February to ship with supplies being sent to Tanzania. Sami will talk about the
needs of new mothers in Tanzania in January. Watch bulletin for details! If you have questions, call Karen!
The EnFuego students have been busy with several service projects in November
and December. They helped Lori Dupuis pack boxes for Operation Christmas Child.
Students and their families collected food to donate
to Food Share for their Thanksgiving food drive. They
made 30 tie blankets for children at Shodair Children’s hospital and baked extra cookies during the
Cookie Baking and Decorating event, for our Bingo
friends at the Eagles Manor. These students are making a difference in our community and we could not
be more proud of them!
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A N E W WAY TO G I V E
To keep up with the ever changing world of technology, Life Covenant Church is now offering a new way to
give. Text giving will be available starting January 1, 2018.
Text Giving How To:
1. Text the amount you would like to give to our church’s designated number. 406-534-7772
2. If you are a first time, text-giving donor, you will be prompted to visit a secure URL.
3. Once you click the registration link, you will enter your credit or debit card information.
4. At this point your donation will process.
5. You will see a confirmation text showing your donation and registration were successful.
Tips for future text-giving donations:
 If you only text a monetary value, the funds are attributed to the General Fund.
 If you text the amount + fund name, the funds will be attributed to that fund name. If the fund name you
texted does not match, you will receive a message with a list of fund names for you to choose from.
 If you text “Funds” you will receive a reply text including a list of the fund names you can choose to donate to. (The available funds are General Fund, Building for Life II, and Benevolence)
 If you text “Help” you will receive a reply text that states: “To give, enter the amount you want to give,
such as 100.”
 If you text “Reset” you will receive a reply text that states: “Saved card information successfully removed.
Register your card information again when making your next gift by texting an amount to this number.”
You may still give via the methods we have had in the past which include:
 Cash (Please use the envelopes in the church chairs to be sure the gift is properly logged for your donation statement.
 Check (Envelopes may be used for these gifts as well.)
 Online at lifecchelena.org via credit and debit cards as well as automatic transfers from your checking or
savings accounts. (Donations may be given one time or as a recurring gift such as weekly, every two
weeks, or monthly.)
 Check issued through “bill pay” with your bank.

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Happy New Year! Thank
you all for the camera
donations for our
Christmas program. It was
a blessing to share the
Christmas story with
family and friends. January brings us
Winter! We will study winter clothing,
animals in winter and winter activities.
Children love bears! We will be learning
the facts about real bears as well as
noting the difference between
storybook bears. Preschool registration
for 2018-2019 will begin soon. Please
help us share information about our
preschool with family and friends.

In response to God's love for us in
sending Jesus as a baby, LCC Preschool children created "infant layettes" for Options Clinic. Thrivent
Financial Action Team provided
seed money to purchase items for
the layettes. Karen Lewis and her
Bible Study ladies sewed receiving
blankets for us to place the items in and swaddled like a baby. The
children needed to "shop" for items on
their list, "pay" for the items and then
wrap them in blanket. This was an exciting activity for the children to participate in. What a valuable experience for
us to share the love of Christ with new
babies, just like Jesus was a baby.
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LIFE 101
Discovering God’s Family at
Life Covenant Church.
Sunday, February 11, 4:00-7:00pm
Join us for a new session of GriefShare!
Join us as we begin another session of GriefShare on
Wednesday, February 7, from 12:00-1:15pm, in
Room 201. GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of
people who will walk alongside you through one of
life’s most difficult experiences. It is led by people
who understand what you are going through and
want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable
GriefShare resources to help you recover from your
loss and look forward to rebuilding your life. You
don’t have to go through the grieving process alone.
Visit www.griefshare.org to learn more, or contact
Keith Johnson if you have any questions: 442-6813
or keith@lifecchelena.org.

Room 202/204
Learn what our church is all about, including our
history, what we believe, how we attempt to live
that out in our community, and how we operate.
This is a great introduction to who we are, and
there’s always time for questions.
A pizza dinner and childcare will be provided if
needed. Sign up in the church foyer or by calling
the office so we know how many will be attending.
Membership at Life Covenant starts with LIFE 101.

