
BIG QUESTIONS ABOUT CHRISTIANITY  

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2  

W W W . L I F E C C H E L E N A . O R G  

N E W S L E T T E R  

V O L U M E  2 0 3 ,  N O .  2  

by Keith Johnson 

answers to help you in understanding your faith. 
Second, people around us at times ask us 
questions about faith, and at times we struggle 
with how to answer. I hope this series will help 
you be able to clearly articulate a response. 

One last thought about this 
series—if these sermons can 
help you, consider how they 
might help someone you know 
as well. Is there a person at 
work who wonders, “How can 
you believe that?” Is there a 
person in your neighborhood 
who has been genuinely trying 

to figure out this “religion thing”? Is there a family 
member wrestling with Christianity? I want to 
encourage you to invite them to participate with 
you in this series, either in person, though live-
streaming, or by listening to the sermons online.  

Join us as we ask “Big Questions About 
Christianity.” 

 

Series: Christianity’s Unsung Competitors 

February 5  & 6  Materialism 

February 12 & 13  Individualism 

 

Series: Big Questions About Christianity 

February 19 & 20  Is there a God? 

February 26 & 27  Is the Bible True? 
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“… I hope you will find 

new ideas and answers to 

help you in understanding 

your faith.” 

 

Following our current series, “Christianity’s 
Unsung Competitors,” which I hope you have 
found helpful, we’ll embark on a series called, 
“Big Questions About Christianity.” We’ll explore 
a variety of questions:  Is there a God? Is the Bible 
true? Is Jesus who he said he 
was? Are there many paths to 
God?  What is the truth about 
the resurrection? Is there an 
afterlife? No doubt, at some 
point in your life, either you 
have asked those questions 
yourself, or someone has 
posed them to you. 

Our theme verse for this series is 1 Peter 3:15 
which says, “Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect….”   

I hope this series will help you in two ways. First, 
as you perhaps wrestle with these questions 
yourself, I hope you will find new ideas and 
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authentic. Therefore, it cannot be based on       
someone else’s relationship or experience with God. 
Just because our parents, or siblings, or spouse, or 
friend believes in Jesus Christ as their Savior doesn’t 
necessarily mean we do too. We don’t get to ride 
along on the coattails of other people’s faith. 

One day Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13). The       
disciples said some people thought Jesus was a     
reincarnation of John the Baptist, or Jeremiah, or  
Elijah, or one of the other prophets from long ago 
(Matthew 16:14, Luke 9:19). But these ideas came 
from other people, not the disciples themselves.  

Which is why Jesus asks them directly, “But what 
about you? … Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 
16:15). Jesus wanted to know what they each      
personally thought about him, and what was in their 
hearts. He wanted to know what their experience 
had taught them. Did they believe he was the     
Messiah, the Son of God, or did they believe the  
ideas of other people? 

What about you? Is your faith personal and alive? Or 
are you robotically living through someone else’s 
faith experience? Who do you say He is? 

In the science-fiction movie, Blade Runner 2049, 
androids and humans inhabit the Earth together. 
The androids are robots and similar to humans in 
many ways, such as looks. But apparently, the  
android manufacturer has also taken measures to 
make them appear more lifelike in their              
interactions with people. One of those measures 
is to implant certain memories in the androids, 
which essentially gives them a past of some sort, 
so   theoretically they can relate better to humans.  

In some cases, though, the existence of the   
memories makes the androids think they might 
actually be human. If they have memories from, 
say, when they were 6 or 7 years old, then they 
believe they must have lived through the           
experience. For example, they “remember”   
learning how to play the piano, or being bullied. 
And if they were young, that means they must 
have grown up to the adult they are today,        
instead of just being manufactured and dropped 
into the world as an adult. However, those        
implanted memories are based on someone else’s 
life experience, not their own.  

Similarly, our experience with God needs to be 
our own. It needs to be personal. It needs to be 

by Sean Connolly 
YOURS  

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
February is a wonderful time to emphasize God's love for us and our love for each other. The pre-
schoolers will be busy learning their addresses and creating, mailing, and exchanging valentines 
this month.  We have an "office" set up in our classroom to assist and enhance valentine making!  

We will finish the month with learning more about healthy foods. This includes preparing a      
special snack each day at school while learning about the various food groups. We are excited 
that Costco has invited us to come visit and have a tour! This will be a highlight of the month! 

Registration for the 2022-23 school year begins on Monday, January 31, for LCC members and current preschool 
families. Registration for the general public will begin on Monday, February 7.  Enrollment forms and brochures are 
in the foyer of the church. Please feel free to take a few and share them with your family and friends. We would 
love to give you a tour of the classroom and share more information with you about our program. Please contact 
the church office if you would like to schedule a tour.   

Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers for our early childhood ministry! 
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Tuesdays 

Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

Feb. 1 Chicken & Rice B.A.R.F 
Bring A Real 

Friend 

Feb. 8 Mac & Cheese SOUP-er Bowl 

Bring a can of 

soup for Helena 

Food Share 

Feb. 15 Spaghetti Valentine Night Wear pink or red 

Feb. 22  NO AWANA  

At our Saturday and Sunday 9am services, following 
the offering, we’ll dismiss the children to one of 
three pods listed below:   

 

• Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

• Sprouts pod: K - 2nd grade (Rm 203) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 

 

At our Sunday 11am service, we’ll have a combined 
Kids Church class in Room 104 for Seedlings and 
Sprouts (ALL kids are welcome). 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MONDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 8:30PM 

 

February 21 - No En Fuego 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org 

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS 

FROM 6:00 - 6:30PM 
 

February 21 - No Confirmation 
 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

WEDNESDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 9:00PM, Doors open at 5:30PM 

February 23 - No Voltage 

Voltage Ski Trip at Mizpah Christian Retreat – Jan 21-23 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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LCC PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR 2022-23 

Preschool registration for the 2022-2023 school year begins for current preschool families and LCC families on 
Monday, January 31. Enrollment for the general public begins on Monday, February 7. Registration forms are 
available in the foyer, church office or on the website. Please contact the church office 406-442-6813 to 
schedule a tour or for more information.  
 

JOIN BREEZE ONLINE DIRECTORY 

We are excited about sharing Breeze with you as an online directory for our church family. Thanks to the 
many of you who have already set up an account and Opted In to be part of the online directory. If you have 
not done so, you can go our website at http://lifecchelena.org/connect/breeze-online-directory and follow 
the instructions. You will also find there a list of FAQs. Just a few reminders: only those who create an access 
account and who OPT-IN will be visible by others in the online directory. And you have the ability to make 
even the basic contact information on your profile private if you would like. Also, some of you have figured 
out that another benefit to being part of Breeze is that you are able to view and track your own history of 
charitable contributions to Life Covenant Church. And you can even print your own giving statements. But 
others in the online directory cannot see that information. That’s confidential to only you and your direct 
family members. 

Finally please consider uploading a picture to your profile. You will find instructions for this doing on the 
FAQs. Pictures will really help us connect names with faces. If you need assistance getting connected to 
Breeze, please reach out to either Lynnette or Neil in the church office. 
 

55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON – Friday, February 11 at 12:00 Noon  

It’s February, the month of love, hearts, chocolate, and roses! Bring your sweetie, your best 
friend, or even a new acquaintance, and celebrate an early Valentine’s Day with us. Join us 
at “Cervelli’s Italian Ristorante” (also known as the Fellowship Hall) for Italian spaghetti 
with all of the fixings, plus a special Valentine’s dessert. Maybe we’ll even find out about 
how some of the couples in our congregation met, fell in love and made a life together! Call 
Lynnette in the church office at 406-442-6813 and let her know you’ll be attending. Come 
feel the love! 
 

SKI NIGHT AT GREAT DIVIDE – Friday, February 18 from 4:00-9:00PM 

Join us for a public ski night at Great Divide. Lift tickets are $12 and rentals are $15 for all ages, plus $5 for a 
helmet. Please reserve your equipment ahead of time online at https://skigd.com/equipment-rentals/. For 
questions or more details contact the office at 442-6813. We hope to see you there! 
 

PROVERBS LIFE GROUP STARTS IN MARCH 

Beginning March 7, a new LIFE Group will meet on Mondays at 6:30pm at Life Covenant Church. Temptation, 
anger and self-control. These and other areas with which Christians struggle are addressed in the book of 
Proverbs. This will be a 10-week study that includes listening to Tim Keller's podcasts and reading his 
book, God's Wisdom for Navigating Life. For questions, call or text Kathy Bischoff at 406-461-7121. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who prepared meals, 

stayed overnight, or donated time and resources.  

You made a difference in the lives of the families!  

Cervelli’s Italian 

Ristorante 

http://lifecchelena.org/connect/breeze-online-directory
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AFRICAN PEANUT STEW RECIPE 
Ingredients: 
2 cups uncooked rice  

2 Tbs olive oil 

1 med. red onion chopped 

1 med. green pepper 
chopped 

3 carrots chopped 

½ cup chopped celery 

2 cups chicken broth 

½ cup peanut butter 

¼ cup chopped cilantro 

2 cups baby spinach leaves torn to bite size 

2 lbs chicken thighs cut in 1 inch pieces 

Montreal Steak Seasoning 

Directions: Cooking time approximately 45 minutes. 

1. Cook rice per package directions.  

2. Cut chicken into 1-inch pieces, fry in olive oil, season well with Montreal Steak Seasoning and set 
aside. Heat olive oil in large pan and add onion, green pepper, carrots, celery. Sauté until translucent.  

3. Add garlic, ginger, and curry and sauté until fragrant. Add tomatoes and bay leaf.  Cook uncovered for 
3 minutes. 

4.  Add chicken broth and sweet potato, bring to a boil. Reduce heat to low and simmer.   

5. Stir in chicken and peanut butter until combined. Cook until thoroughly heated. Stir in cilantro and 
spinach at time of serving.   

Serve over cooked rice. Serves 4-5. 

1 sweet potato chopped 

3 cloves garlic 

1 15 oz can diced tomatoes 

2 tsp powdered ginger 

1 tsp curry powder 

1 bay leaf 
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“‘You must love the 
Lord your God with 

all your heart,         
all your soul, and     

all your mind.’          
This is the first      

and greatest       
commandment.        

A second is equally 
important:          

‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’” 

Jesus 

Matthew 22:37-39  

 
 


