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They are an interesting collection of people, a cross-
section of the people of the day—Jesus’ mother, a 
religious leader, a man who couldn’t walk, hungry 
people, disciples, a blind man, and  grieving women. 
They are people who had the privilege of 
encountering Jesus personally when Jesus walked on 
the face of the earth. 

Starting the weekend of January 30 and 31, I’ll be 
sharing a series of sermons called “Encounters with 
Jesus.” Each weekend we’ll be studying a passage of 
scripture from the gospel of John, focusing on a 
specific encounter with Jesus.  

John was a disciple of Jesus (he also wrote 1, 2, 3 
John), and he was called “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” Throughout the John’s gospel, we see many 
stories which come from an individual who had spent 
a lot of time with Jesus and had been an eyewitness 
to the events. 

John makes no secret of his intent as he writes his 
gospel,  

“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name.” (John 20:31) 

This gospel is different than the other three. 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called the synoptic (to 
see alike) gospels because they contain many of the 
same stories. John, on the other hand, focuses on 
different stories, many of them not told in the first of 
three gospels. 

by Keith Johnson 

John 1:4 says, “In him was life….” “Life” is one of the 
great concepts of the book. He uses the term 36 times, 
and we’re familiar with some of those occurrences:   

“...that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.”  (John 3:16) 

“I am the bread of life.” (John 6:48) 

“...I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full.”  (John 10:10) 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.”  (John 14:6) 

We’ll succeed in understanding and applying what John 
was saying when we experience life in all the fullness that 
God intends.  

As a part of this series, I also want to include your 
stories—stories of how you encountered Jesus. Stories of 
events that made you reconsider what you once 
believed, and then you decided to follow Jesus. It might 
be about how you actually became a follower of Jesus. It 
might be a story of an event that changed your life. So, I 
invite you to share your stories with me. I’d prefer if 
you’d send them to me via email, but if you just want to 
call and talk, that’s fine as well. Obviously, I won’t be able 
to include everyone’s story, but I’d love to include many. 
So please consider that in the weeks to come. 

Throughout this series, as we examine encounters with 
Jesus that happened two thousand years ago, I hope that 
you will encounter Jesus in a fresh, new way. 

 

 Series: Encounters with Jesus  

Feb. 6 &7      Miracle at a Party (John 2:1-11) 

Feb. 13 & 14        A Conversation with a Religious Person (John 3:1-21) 

Feb. 20 & 21         Walking Again (John 5:1-47) 

Feb. 27 & 28         Jesus Feed the Crowd (John 6:1-14)    

http://lifecchelena.org/
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Yet, when describing what the future Messiah would 
look like, Isaiah prophetically states, “He has no stately 
form or majestic splendor that we would look at Him, 
nor [handsome] appearance that we would be   
attracted to Him” (Isaiah 53:2, Amplified). Here is the 
king of kings, the mighty Messiah, God in human form, 
come to save his people, and apparently, he didn’t 
look the part.  

Since Christ’s face was essentially a blank slate, he can 
be anything to anybody. A solid rock and a flexible vine 
(1 Corinthians 10:3-4 and John 15:1). A fierce lion and 
a gentle lamb (Revelation 5:5 and John 1:29). A warrior 
and the Prince of Peace (Exodus 15:3 and Isaiah 9:6). 
The beginning, the end, and everything in between 
(Revelation 22:13). He did not, and does not, get 
boxed in by our  expectations.  

Expectations set limitations. And limitations can  pre-
vent someone from fully developing and demon-
strating that they are so much more than what we can 
just see on the surface.  

How are your expectations limiting God? 

 

Looking for more devotionals? Go to www.seanconnwriter.com, and 

while you’re there, please sign up for my email list to get weekly   

illustrations of how your world relates to His Word. Thanks! 

“He didn’t look like I thought he would,” my wife 
said after we binge-watched both seasons of        
Disney’s The Mandalorian. The show is part of the 
Star Wars universe, and centers around an adorable 
baby Yoda and a bounty hunter—the Mandalorian, 
who wears an indestructible suit of armor, including 
a completely opaque helmet he is not supposed to 
remove in the presence of   other living beings, per 
the Mandalorian creed. 

As a bounty hunter, he’s got all sorts of skills and 
gadgets and weapons he puts to striking use in 
fights and battles throughout the series, which he 
typically wins, whether he’s up against one person 
or fifteen. In short, he’s a warrior. 

When he finally does remove his helmet, my        
reaction was similar to my wife’s. His face didn’t 
meet my expectations. Where was the chiseled   
visage, jutting jaw, steely glare, and maybe a well-
placed scar or two? Instead, his face expressed  
emotion and empathy. His eyes conveyed fear, and 
sadness, and complexity. It just didn’t match what 
we had imagined he should look like. 

We were exhibiting a form of visual prejudice—   
assuming something about a person based on how 
they look. We all do it. For example, leaders look 
stately. Crooks look shifty. Warriors look tough.  

by Sean Connolly 
THE MANDALORIAN  

Finally, we very recently received word that Matt 
Swider has resigned his position with us and taken a 
position in a church in Michigan. It was very sudden 
news for all of us. Matt has made a huge 
contribution to Life Covenant Church over the past 
12 years. He has led our worship ministry well and 
he has impacted hundreds of youth in our 
community. We wish both Matt and Brittany well as 
they take this next step in ministry. We’ll keep you 
posted how we as a church will say good-bye to 
them.  

And Jolanda Songer leaves us this month as well. 

While we have known for some time that she’d be 
leaving, her last day with us is February 12. Jolanda has 
been an invaluable member of the staff and has poured 
into the lives of our youth in EnFuego since June of 2015.   

Please pray for Matt, Brittany and Jolanda as they enter 
a new season of life.  

We’re already working on all of the details concerning 
the next steps for Voltage and Enfuego but rest assured 
that you have some amazing volunteer leaders and 
outstanding Student Leadership Teams who will make 
certain that Voltage and Enfuego remain vital, 
meaningful, purpose-driven ministries at Life Covenant.  

 

(Continued from page 1) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53%3A2&version=AMP
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+10%3A3-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+15%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+5%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A29&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ex+15%3A3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=is+9%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+22%3A13&version=NIV
http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

 
MONDAYS, 6:30-8:00PM 

 

 

 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org  

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS, 6:00-6:30PM 

 

 

Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 
jolanda@lifecchelena.org  437-8158 

 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

WEDNESDAYS, 7:00-9:00PM,  

Doors open at 6:00PM 

 

 

Kids Church and nursery are available for children 
through 5th grade during the Saturday 5:30pm and 
Sunday 9am services. Don’t forget to check out our 
“LIFE Kids, AWANA & Parent Resources” page on 
our website and app. You’ll find downloadable  
resources for kids and families to do at home. 
Worship packs are also available to print at home 
to help kids engage with each week’s sermon. 

 

  

Date Theme Bring 

Feb. 2 
King and 

Queen Night 
Dress as royalty 

Feb. 9 
Count Your 

Blessings Night 

Wear something with 

numbers on it 

Feb. 16   

Feb. 23 
Fruit of the 

Spirit 

Wear the color of your 

favorite fruit 

AWANA Club: AWANA continues to meet on 
Zoom each Tuesday from 6-6:30pm. The Leader-
ship Team continues to review and monitor our 
local conditions. We will meet via Zoom for 
songs, a message, a game, and prayer time until 
the Leadership Team decides to resume in-
person AWANA.  

Email deanna@lifecchelena.org for the link. You 
can even dress up for the themes!  

                   NO AWANA                                 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana


Page 4 N E W S L E T T E R  

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

February is a wonderful opportunity for us to learn more about Christ's love for us and 
each other. We will be creating hearts, valentines and learning our addresses.  

The end of the month we will be studying dental health, which includes a special visit 
from a dental hygienist.   

Registration for 2021-22 is currently underway. Please call the church office for more information or to 
schedule a tour.  

Thank you for sharing information about our school with your family, friends and neighbors. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

WELCOME NEW STAFF 

Join us in welcoming Callie Batson as our new Accounting Assistant. Callie was formerly on staff in the role of 
Administrative Assistant. We are excited to have her back on staff in this new role. 

 

GRIEFSHARE 

GriefShare is a caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult         
experiences. GriefShare meets on Wednesdays at noon in Room 202/204. A new 13 week group begins   
February 3. If you have questions contact the office at 406-442-6813. 

 

POSSIBLE THURSDAY EVENING GRIEFSHARE 

If you are interested in a Thursday evening GriefShare group, please contact the office at 406-442-6813 or 
email Lynnette at lynnette@lifecchelena.org. 

 

LCC PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR 2021-22  

Preschool registration for the 2021-2022 school year is open. Registration forms are available in the foyer, 
church office or on the website. Please contact the church office 406-442-6813 to schedule a tour or for 
more information. We expect  classes to fill up quickly. 

 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who prepared meals, 
stayed overnight, or donated time and resources.  

You made a difference in the lives of four families!  
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Hujambo! 
Life Covenant Church is hosting a  

 

Virtual Fundraiser 

Friday, February 19, 2021 at 7:00 PM  
 

Celebrating 38 years of God's work in Tanzania 

with International Evangelism Outreach (IEO) 

founded by Bishop Eliudi Issangya.  
 

The fundraiser will be streamed online at  

https://www.facebook.com/lifecchelena.org   
 

So, cook up some delicious African Peanut 

Stew, and JOIN this fun tradition in a new way! 

African Peanut Stew Recipe 
Ingredients: 

2 c uncooked rice  

2 Tbs olive oil 

1 medium red onion chopped 

1 medium green pepper chopped 

3 carrots chopped 

½ c chopped celery 

1 sweet potato chopped 

3 cloves garlic 

1 15 oz can diced tomatoes 

Directions: Cooking time approximately 45 minutes. 

1. Cook rice per package directions.  

2. Cut chicken into 1-inch pieces, fry in olive oil, season well 
with Montreal Steak Seasoning and set aside. Heat olive oil 
in large pan and add onion, green pepper, carrots, celery. 

Sauté until translucent.  

3. Add garlic, ginger, and curry and sauté until fragrant.         

Add tomatoes and bay leaf. Cook uncovered for 3 minutes. 

4. Add chicken broth and sweet potato, bring to a boil.           

Reduce heat to low and simmer.   

5. Stir in chicken and peanut butter until combined. Cool until 
thoroughly heated. Stir in cilantro and spinach at time of 

serving.   

Serve over cooked rice. Serves 4-5. 

2 tsp powdered ginger 

1 tsp curry powder 

1 bay leaf 

2 cups chicken broth 

½ c peanut butter 

¼ c chopped cilantro 

2 c baby spinach leaves torn to bite size 

2 lbs chicken thighs cut in 1 inch pieces 

Montreal Steak Seasoning 

https://www.facebook.com/lifecchelena.org/?view_public_for=154933261235499&ref=page_internal
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 “...I have 
come that 
they may 
have life, 
and have 
it to the 

full.”   
 

John 10:10 


