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THE HOLY SPIRIT THE NEGLECTED
MEMBER OF THE TRINITY

by Keith Johnson

SERMONS
IN
FEBRUARY

In addition, I’m very glad to say that I count as
The church is built on the unity of the Spirit, but
friends ministers in Helena who hold views
often times churches get divided on a variety of
different than my own. It’s so important as
issues. One of those topics is the role, nature, and
churches to understand that, while we may have
work of the Holy Spirit. Even in our own community
some doctrinal differences, while we even may
of Helena, among churches there are great
have some differences on the work of the Holy
differences about the Holy Spirit. At times,
Spirit, we together share the good news of Jesus
historically, this has led well meaning Christians to
Christ in the Helena Valley. We
disagree, sometimes in
are on the same team.
unloving and divisive ways
within a particular
I want to say thank you to Colin
“I have sensed a real
congregation, but sometimes
Anderson and Sean Connolly
to the point where they
for so superbly filling in for me
atmosphere of love and
might leave a church or
while I was away for a couple of
support
and
a
desire
to
divide a church.
weekends. I personally learned
and was inspired by what they
As we have been talking
fully understand.”
shared as I listened online.
about the Holy Spirit over the
past weeks, I’ve been
As we wrap up our series in the
encouraged that even though
weeks to come, I hope you will
we may have some differences of opinion, I have
have your questions answered. I will do my best to
sensed a real atmosphere of love and support and
not duck any questions about the person and work
a desire to fully understand. We’ve not been afraid
of the Holy Spirit. As God enables me, I will give
to diligently study and to examine Scripture
the best teaching on this subject that I know how.
carefully, and we’ve shown that we can worship
And I want to ask everyone to study together in a
together and serve together even with some
spirit of humility. Let’s guard the unity that God
differences. It’s been great to watch.
has given us.

The Holy Spirit, the Neglected Member of the Trinity
February 3 & 4
February 10 & 11
February 17 & 18
February 24 & 25

The Holy Spirit and the Miraculous
Understanding the Fruit of the Spirit
Understanding the Gifts of the Spirit
The Holy Spirit in Scripture and Prayer
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FREE RANGE DEVOTIONS

Excuses
by Sean Connolly
Near the end of The Blues Brothers, Jake Blues is
confronted by his ex-fiancé, who’s wielding an M-16
and intent on revenge for leaving her at the altar.
Facing imminent death, Jake falls to his knees, and
rapidly fires off a string of excuses to explain why he
didn’t show up on their wedding day: “I ran out of
gas. I had a flat tire. I didn’t have enough money for
cab fare. My tux didn’t come back from the cleaners.
An old friend came in from out of town. Someone
stole my car. There was an earthquake! A terrible
flood! Locusts!” The Blues Brothers were on a
mission from God, so Jake was making excuses to
finish that mission.
Which is the exact opposite of how we usually
approach a mission when it’s given to us. We roll out
the excuses to try to get out of responding to those
nudges and promptings and leadings from God. After
all, we think, there must be someone else, someone
better, someone more qualified than me who can do
this instead. Or we could be afraid of rejection, or
say we’re too busy, or it’s too cold out – anything so
we will not be uncomfortable or inconvenienced.
We are in good company. Before God worked

Valentine Cards & Cookies Event
You’re invited to an afternoon of Valentine
cookie decorating and card making for the whole
family on Saturday, February 10, from 2-4pm in
the Fellowship Hall.
Everything will be provided for you, just bring
the kids and have fun getting creative! Please
sign up in the church foyer so we know how
many to plan for.
Questions? Please contact
Deanna Carlson at 442-6813.

through him to part the Red Sea and lead millions of
Israelites to the Promised Land, Moses tried to get
out of his mission. In Exodus Chapters 3 and 4,
Moses presents a laundry list of excuses to God. I’m
inadequate (Ex. 3:11). Nobody will believe me (Ex
3:13). People won’t take me seriously (Ex 4:1). I
won’t know what to say (Ex. 4:10). Finally, he makes
a last-ditch effort by asking God “Please send
someone else” (Ex. 4:13), which is the nice way of
saying “I don’t want to,” which is the root of every
excuse imaginable.
Moses was too focused on his own perceived
weaknesses and imperfections, instead of the power
God was ready to unleash through him if he just
followed God’s leading. Yet, God tells Paul in the
New Testament, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
my power is made perfect in weakness,” and Paul
understands, “For when I am weak, then I am
strong” (2 Cor. 12:9a, 10b).
God wants to do something amazing through you
because you are beautifully imperfect, inadequate,
and weak. That’s the kind of person God shines
through. Will you stop making excuses and let Him?

Thank you, Dave
Anderson, for the
beautiful Christmas
stable! The stable
blessed both the
pre-school program and the
Christmas Eve services. Your work
added to the joy of
the season.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer
jolanda@lifecchelena.org 442-6813

Confirmation Class
(7th-8th Grade)
Wednesdays, 5:45-6:15pm

Planting Truth — Growing Faith
Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson
deanna@lifecchelena.org 442-6813

www.enfuegoatlcc.com
(6th- 8th Grade)
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:45pm

At Life Kids Ministry, God is making an eternal difference in the lives of children, their families, and the
adults who serve them.

SAVE THE DATE
Vacation Bible School (VBS) for ages 3yrs-5th grade
will be on June 18th-22nd, 2018.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM: 6th-8th Grade
Wednesdays at 3:00pm
January

Date
Feb. 6

Dinner

Theme

Chicken & Rice B.A.R.F. Night

Feb. 13 Mac & Cheese

Valentine
Night

Feb. 20

NO AWANA

Feb. 27

Tacos

Workshop

Teacher

Feb. 7

Valentine Cards

Janice Colpitt

Bring

Feb. 14

Bee Keeping

Greg Chadwick

Bring A Real
Friend

Feb. 21

NO ENFUEGO

Feb. 28

Cupcakes

Beverly Schneider

Wear pink or red

Bible Hero
Dress like your
Night
favorite Bible hero

HIGH SCHOOL
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider
mattswider@lifecchelena.org 442-6813
Voltage meets every Wednesday, 6:30-9:00pm.
Recharge (High School in depth Bible Study)
meets on the following dates at 6:00pm:
February 11 & 25
March 4 & 18
For more information visit lifecchelena.org and
select Voltage under the Kid’s and Youth tab.
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EVENTS & CLASSES
Saturday Fellowship
Bring a sack meal, take-out dinner or snack and join us before service the first Saturday of each month. The
goal is to hang out and enjoy being together! Our next time together will be February 3 at 4:15 in the
fellowship hall. Hope to see you there!
55 and Better Valentine’s Luncheon – Friday, February 9, 12:00 Noon
You can’t beat this lunch and a concert! Bring your valentine to lunch and then enjoy the music of the Seldom
Paid Bluegrass Band! Call Callie in the church office at 442-6813 to let her know you’re coming!

Join us for a new session of GriefShare!
Join us as we begin another session of GriefShare on Wednesday, February 7, from 12:00-1:15pm, in Room
201. If there is interest, we’ll also be adding an evening session as well.
GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult
experiences. It is led by people who understand what you are going through and want to help. You’ll gain
access to valuable GriefShare resources to help you recover from your loss and look forward to rebuilding
your life. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. Visit www.griefshare.org to learn more, or
contact Keith Johnson if you have any questions: 442-6813 or keith@lifecchelena.org.

Women’s Ministry Event
Join us February 23, 6:00-8:00pm and make your own sushi. You will learn how to make sushi with a variety of
fresh vegetables and meat. There will be no raw fish involved! It will be a great evening of learning, laughter,
fellowship and eating! There will be a sign-up in the foyer two weeks prior to the event. For questions, call
Lynnette Sena at 459-1260.
55 and Better, Save the Date: Friday, March 9
Local author Lenore McKelvey Puhek will be our special speaker at the 55 and Better St. Patrick’s Day
Luncheon on Friday, March 9. She will be dressed in costume as she shares the history of the Broadwater
Hotel and Natatorium. Join us!
A New Way to Give
Text Giving How To:
1. Text the amount you would like to give to our church’s designated number. 406-534-7772
2. If you are a first time, text-giving donor, you will be prompted to visit a secure URL.
3. Once you click the registration link, you will enter your credit or debit card information.
4. At this point your donation will process.
5. You will see a confirmation text showing your donation
and registration were successful.

CONDOLENCES

Our condolences go out to Cynthia
Dingman and family on the passing
of Gary Dingman.
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EVENTS & CLASSES
African Dinner and Fundraiser
Don’t miss the annual fundraiser for the ministry of Bishop Eliudi Issangya, founder and director of the International Evangelism Center. On Friday, February 16, beginning at 6:00 PM, please join us in celebrating and
supporting 35 years of the IEO ministry with an African dinner (at no cost), a dessert auction and an update
from Bishop Eliudi.
The International Evangelism Center is located in the east African country of Tanzania. Since the inception of
the ministry 35 years ago, the Center has graduated over 6200 students from four Bible Schools, established
a primary school, secondary school, trade school, medical clinic, and an orphanage. Additionally, the Center
has drilled over 45 wells providing access to clean water to many villages.
For a over a decade, Life Covenant Church has supported the ministry of IEO/IEC. Medical/dental mission
teams have traveled to Tanzania to provide healthcare to rural villages, members have donated and gathered
needed supplies, and hygiene and baby kits have been assembled.
We are gathering items for a shipping container that will be sent the end of February. Items needed include
hygiene kits, mountain bikes, D batteries, flat bed sheets, hand tools, light blankets, plastic folding tables, a
5000 watt generator, and shelving for the medical clinic. Items can be brought to the church office by February 10 to be included in the shipment.
Please join in this fun event by signing up in the church foyer, or emailing your RSVP to
office@lifecchelena.org by Monday, February 12. If you would like to help with the event or have any questions about the fundraiser or items for the shipment, please contact Sami Butler at 461-8797.

Help Us Help Them!
Although children in Tanzania are well-loved, almost none of the mothers there receive a pile
of wonderful gifts for their newborns. They get by with very little. Let’s change that for at least
a few of the new babies by providing gift bags with some basic necessities inside! A contribution box has been set up by the main floor stairway for your donations. Items needed include
cloth diapers, diaper pins, onesies (size newborn or 3 months), baby lotion, bars of mild soap
(such as Ivory), knit hats and receiving blankets. For mothers it would be nice to provide underwear and
some lotion. We’ll assemble the gift bags the first part of February. Call Karen Lewis at 442-1792 if you’d be
interested in sewing some items, want to help in any way, or have questions. Thank you!

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS
February is a wonderful time to emphasize God’s love for us and our love for each
other. We begin the month talking about families, our love for each other and Valentine’s
Day. We will be creating valentines and learning our addresses as we mail them.
February is dental health month. We will learn more about our teeth and how to care for
them. We will have a dental hygienist visit and share with us the importance of good
dental hygiene.
Preschool Registration for 2018-19 begins Thursday, February 1 at 8:30 am for Life Covenant Church
members, and current preschool families. General registration will begin on Wednesday, February 7.
Please share information about our preschool with your families and friends. Classroom visits are
encouraged and welcome. Please contact the church office for further information and registration
forms.

Life Covenant Church
800 North Hoback
Helena, MT 59601
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LIFE 101
Discovering God’s Family at
Life Covenant Church.
Sunday, February 11, 4:00-7:00pm
Room 202/204

A pizza dinner and childcare will be provided if
needed. Sign up in the church foyer or by calling
the office so we know how many will be attending.

“…the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23gentleness
and self-control.”

Membership at Life Covenant starts with LIFE 101.

Galatians 5:22-23

Learn what our church is all about, including our
history, what we believe, how we attempt to live
that out in our community, and how we operate.
This is a great introduction to who we are, and
there’s always time for questions.

