
 S
E

R
M

O
N

S
 I

N
  

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

 
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

W W W . L I F E C C H E L E N A . O R G  

N E W S L E T T E R  

V O L U M E  2 0 3 ,  N O .  1 2  

by Keith Johnson 

Eyewitnesses 

Dec. 3 & 4          Joseph 

Dec. 10 & 11    The Shepherds 

Dec. 17 & 18    The Wisemen 

Dec. 24 & 25    God 

before. After we agreed on a price, the men of the 

village came and gathered around the truck. They 

literally picked up the truck and slowly pushed it 

across the bridge until it rested on the other side.  

You may be thinking, how is that possible? You may 

not believe that story. But I’m not making this up, 

this is not fiction.  

I saw it with my own eyes as an eyewitness. 

The dictionary defines an eyewitness as a person 

who actually sees some act, occurrence, or thing 

and can give a firsthand account of it. 

At Jesus’ birth, eyewitnesses saw what happened. 

They were able to give a firsthand account of it. 

And, thanks to the writers of the gospels, their 

eyewitness testimony remains in our hands today. 

During this season of Advent, the four weeks 

leading up to Christmas, we’ll be examining the 

accounts of five eyewitnesses or groups of 

eyewitnesses of the birth of Jesus Christ—Mary, 

Joseph, the shepherds, the wisemen or magi, and 

God himself. What did they see? What did the 

events mean? Their stories will compel us to once 

again consider the amazing events of Christmas, 

when God became man. 

When a crime occurs, police will come looking for 

eyewitnesses. And they ask questions, did you get 

a good look at the person? Where did the person 

go? What did you see? What did you hear? Was 

there anyone around who saw the event happen? 

Eyewitnesses are crucial.  

During my time as a missionary in the Congo, we 

often drove our small four-wheel trucks to very 

remote places over difficult roads. In order to 

cross rivers and streams, we often drove across 

bridges that were nothing more than several logs 

placed side by side between two concrete 

abutments. Usually we crossed with no problem. 

This time, however, was different. As we crossed, 

the logs shifted, our tires pushing them apart 

until our truck came to rest on the axles as the 

wheels kept spinning. 

What do you do in remote Africa when you are 

stuck in such a predicament? You could wait for 

hours or perhaps days for another truck to come 

along and pull you out. Or maybe the local village 

would come help.  We made our way to the next 

village, just a few hundred yards up the road, and 

asked if they could help. They responded as if this 

was no problem. They had seen this situation 

Eyewitnesses 

Christmas Eve Services 

9:00am, 3:00pm, 4:30pm, & 6:00pm 

Childcare for 36 months and under will be 
provided only at the 3:00pm and 4:00pm services.  

http://lifecchelena.org/
http://lifecchelena.org/
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Notice, God did not remove the snakes. Instead, 

He made a pathway to peace within the chaos.  

Through Jesus, that pathway still applies to us 

today. Back in John’s gospel, Jesus continued his 

explanation to Nicodemus, saying “This is how 

much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his 

one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one 

need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone 

can have a whole and lasting life” (John 3:16, 

Message). 

Jesus is telling Nicodemus, back then it was the 

snake on a pole. This time it is me, the ultimate 

sacrifice, once and for all, to set things right for 

anybody between them and God. If they choose 

to look to me, they will live. 

For us today, the concerns, and diagnoses, and 

job losses, and difficult kids, and family dynamics, 

and the consequences of sins we commit, and so 

much more, are still there, constantly biting us, 

infecting us, and causing us pain, worry and 

confusion. But the good news for us is that God 

has provided Jesus as a vision of peace within the 

turmoil. And through Jesus, the choice God 

extended to the Israelites also extends to us 

today because God lifted Him up on the cross. All 

we have to do is look and live.  

Where are you looking? 

            by Sean Connolly LOOK AND LIVE  

Right before Jesus states one of the most 

recognized Bible verses, He explains to 

Nicodemus, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake 

in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, that everyone who believes may have 

eternal life in him” (John 3:14-15). Which 

sounds really, really weird—snakes? Why is 

Jesus talking about a snake on a pole?  

Throughout the Israelites’ journey to the 

promised land, they complained, grumbled and 

whined about just about everything, even after 

seeing the mighty miracles God did on their 

behalf—plagues against Egypt that left them 

untouched, parting of the Red Sea, drinking 

water gushing from rocks, food every day, 

clothes not wearing out after decades. But in 

spite of all this, they sinned by complaining, 

which indicated they were not trusting God 

(Psalm 78:32).  

As a consequence, God sent poisonous snakes 

to bite the Israelites, and people were dying. 

Then, “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a snake 

and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten 

can look at it and live.’ So Moses made a bronze 

snake and put it up on a pole. Then when 

anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the 

bronze snake, they lived” (Numbers 21:8-9). 

God gave the people a choice: just look and live, 

or don’t and die. Your salvation is up to you. 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in need 

around the world. Through this project, Samaritan’s Purse partners with the local church worldwide to 

share the Good News of Jesus Christ and make disciples of the nations. Thank you to those who packed a 

shoe box for Operation Christmas Child. This year, LCC packed 180 shoe boxes! These gifts will help bring 

the hope of Jesus to children all around the world. 
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55 and Better Christmas Party  
After three years, it’s time to bring back our annual Christmas party! Join us on Friday, December 9th at 
12:00pm for a celebration of our church’s Swedish roots, including Swedish meatballs, lefse, rosettes and 
all the fixings. Door prizes and lots of fun! If you want to participate in our gift exchange, bring a wrapped 
white elephant or other small gift to put under the tree. You are also encouraged to bring a can of food or 
other item that we can donate to Food Share. Let Mary in the church office know if you’ll be joining us!  
 

Invitation to Read for Advent 
Help celebrate Advent this year! We are inviting you to be Advent readers and do the short Advent "lesson" 
at the beginning of just one of the services during Advent. You can divide up the reading, which means not 
everyone has to read! The services we still have available are Dec 11 (9am & 11am), Dec 18 (9am) and 
Christmas Eve (9am). Let Deanna know if you would like to help Life Covenant celebrate Advent this year at 
deanna@lifecchelena.org or (406) 442-6813.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Christmas Gifts 

If you would like to contribute to the monetary Christmas gifts for our pastoral staff, you may do so by using 

any of the following methods: 

• Mail your check (payable to Life Covenant Church) to 800 N. Hoback Street, Helena 59601. 

• Place your cash or check (payable to Life Covenant Church) in the Pastoral Gift envelope 

provided in the back of the chairs at our in-person services and place in the offering box. 

• Give online through the Life Covenant  website or mobile app by navigating to the “Give” page 

and choosing “Pastoral Staff Christmas Gifts” as the fund when making your online contribution. 

Final day to accept contributions is Sunday, December 11th 

 

John Floridis Christmas Concert for Family Promise 

Enjoy a relaxing evening of Christmas and original music by attending the John Floridis benefit concert 

on Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 PM at St. Paul's Methodist Church. Jennifer Slayden and Ed Stalling will be 

joining John. No tickets are needed, but donations for Family Promise are encouraged at the door.  

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Make Life Covenant Church a part of your holiday festivities this year by joining us at one of four Christmas 

Eve Services! These services are structured for the whole family to enjoy together. Please note that Nursery 

for children up to 36 months is only provided at the 3:00pm & 4:30pm services. We will not hold services on 

Sunday, December 25th. 



A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
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At each service, following the offering, we’ll dismiss children to one of the pods listed below: 
 

• Seedlings / Sprouts pod: ages three and four through 2nd grade (Rm 104) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 
 

In Kids Church this month we are getting ready for Christmas. Our Sprouts and Seedlings will learn that 

Jesus is God's Son through stories about His birth. Our Roots will start the month exploring the story of 

Gideon and end with Jesus’ birth.  

 

Questions? Contact Deanna Carlson: deanna@lifecchelena.org | (406) 442-6813 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

 

LCC Preschool Updates 

This December, we are excitedly counting the days until Jesus' Birthday! As we watch and wait, we are 

learning all about the first Christmas. The children are excited to share the gift of Jesus with all of their 

families and friends during our Christmas program, "Christmas in our Jammies." Everyone is invited to join us 

on Sunday, December 18th at 4:00 for our Christmas Program. We would be delighted to celebrate the joy of 

Jesus with all of you. Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas!  

Parent’s Afternoon Out 
The Life Kids Team would love to offer our LCC parents a gift this Advent season! On Saturday, 
December 17th, from 3-5pm, enjoy an afternoon out while our team hosts a FREE, fun-filled 
afternoon for your children! This event is for children Pre-K through 5th grade—children must 
be potty-trained. Kids will watch a movie, make a craft, and have a pizza dinner. You have 2 
hours to do super-secret Christmas stuff, go to coffee with a friend, go on a date with your spouse, or maybe 
just sit and do nothing! Online registration is required and closes December 11. Sign up by scanning the QR 
Code or contact Deanna at deanna@lifecchelena.org (406) 442-6813.  
 
AWANA Christmas Store Donations  
This month, AWANA clubbers get the opportunity to select and give Christmas gifts to their loved ones. Your 
donations make this possible! Our AWANA kids save their AWANA bucks for months to get just the right 
present for each person on their Christmas list. Donations of new or lightly-used knickknacks, jewelry, gift 
items, and toys are all needed. Some of the biggest needs are “gifts for Dad”. We also need a huge amount 
of gift bags! Please drop off items at the church office by December 4th. Contact Deanna Carlson at 
deanna@lifecchelena.org or (406) 442-6813 with any questions. 
 

Wrappers Needed 
Do you have some extra Christmas spirit? Share that abundance with our AWANA kids during Christmas 
Store on December 13 from 6-7:30pm. We need willing hands to help kids wrap and label gifts for their 
loved ones. Be filled with joy by helping these children be cheerful givers! Let Deanna Carlson know if you 
would like to take part at deanna@lifecchelena.org or (406) 442-6813.  

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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6 t h - 8 t h  G r a d e  

Weekly | Mondays at 6:30pm 

December 19st and 26th | NO En Fuego 

9 t h - 1 2 t h  G r a d e  

Weekly | Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

December 9th | Movie Night 

December 21st and 28th | NO Voltage 

Ages 2yrs  -  5th  Grade  

• Tuesdays from 6:00-7:30pm 

• Dinner at 5:15pm 

• Use the QR  code or visit 

www.lifecchelena.org to register, order 

supplies, and view the 2022-23 schedule.  

Date Theme Bring Dinner 

Dec. 6 Sports Fan Night 
Wear your favorite 

team’s colors 

Chicken                

and Rice 

Dec. 13 Christmas Store N/A Mac & Cheese 

Dec. 20 NO AWANA Merry Christmas! N/A 

Dec. 27 NO AWANA Happy New Year! N/A 

Nov. 29 
Chicken         

and Rice 
PJ Night Wear your PJ’s 

Confirmation Class  7th - 8th Grade   
    

Taught by Keith Johnson  

Weekly | 6-6:30pm 

December 19st and 26th | NO Confirmation 

 

To find out more use the QR codes or visit www.lifecchelena.org 
Contact Sam Bodnar  sam@lifecchelena.org  406-442-6813 

If you would prefer to receive an emailed copy of the newsletter or would like to unsubscribe, contact the church office   (406) 442-6813. 

Last month, Voltage 
students served the 
community by 
making 25 blanket 
that were donated 
to Shodair 

En Fuego students 
helped pack over 40 
boxes to help out 
with Operation 
Christmas Child. 
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“For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will 

be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6 


