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in Bethlehem, but also on his second coming. It was 
a time to reflect on scripture, meditate and pray. 

Today, various churches have their own ways of 
celebrating. Our church will again bring out an 
Advent wreath, and all through the month of 
December, we’ll focus in on this event of Christ 
coming into our world. When Christ came, he 
arrived with plenty of prior notice. Prophets 
predicted his arrival. Angels told key players in the 
story what would happen. We, in our celebration of 
Advent, join with them in telling others about the 
arrival of the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

In this season, you can join with other believers 
alive today and others who have gone before us in 
celebrating Advent. In the busyness of these weeks, 
reflect often on how God sent His Son into this 
world to save us. Meditate on “Joy to the World, the 
Lord is Come.” Be still and ponder, “And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us…” Consider 
quietly, “His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace.” In the midst of the season’s lights, 
decorations, and present-buying, draw near to 
Jesus. 

 

 

Series: What Difference Does Christmas Make? 

December 4 & 5  Light Came into Darkness 

December 11 & 12  Water for Desert 

December 18 & 19  Shelter for Your Storm 

December 24  What Kind of Jesus? 

December 26  New Year Sermon 
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I admit that sometimes when I was younger and I 
heard the word “Advent,” I wasn’t all that excited. 
Decembers were much more about the beginning 
of hockey, broomball, sledding and skiing. 
Understanding an ancient liturgical season didn’t 
quite make the top of my priority list. 

Advent is just a part of what we call the church 
year. If you come from a more liturgical 
background, you’ve heard terms like Epiphany, 
Lent, and Pentecost. These words describe various 
times of the year when some churches remember 
events in the life of Christ and the church. 

Advent includes the four Sundays leading up to 
Christmas. (In our case it includes the Saturday 
evening service as well.)  Even many non-liturgical 
Protestants, our church included, don’t think twice 
about joining in the season’s rituals. We pull out 
Advent candles, we read Advent devotionals, we 
make Advent wreathes as a family, we open doors 
on Advent calendars which reveal chocolate and 
the like. 

What is this thing called Advent? In the Middle 
Ages, the church began using the Advent season to 
prepare to celebrate Christ's birth. It was a time 
also to reflect not just on his first coming, as a baby 
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wildly clamoring for attention and the canine        
maniacs we had just walked, this dog sat quietly. 
When my wife and daughter approached her kennel, 
she wagged excitedly with a hopeful look, but didn’t 
bark or jump.  

When the staff brought her into the office so we 
could go for a walk, the dog strolled directly to my 
wife, placed her furry brown head in her lap, looked 
up, and wagged mightily, as if to say, “Thank you for 
choosing me! I’m the one you’ve been looking for. 
What took you so long?” 

Kind of like the way God waits patiently for us to 
choose Him during chaotic times. He offers peace 
instead of pandemonium; humility in the midst of 
the hubbub; clarity within the clamor. We just need 
to take a moment and remember He created the 
universe, He is in control, and He loves us. 

Paul wrote, “God is not a God of disorder but of 
peace” (1 Cor. 14:33). When we’re done worrying 
about the turmoil engulfing us, God is there,         
patiently and peacefully waiting for us to come to, 
and choose, Him. 

What’s taking you so long? 

 

For more clarity in the midst of chaos, visit my blog at 
www.seanconnwriter.com. 

The barking demanded attention as soon as we 
approached the animal shelter gate. As soon as 
any human walked within view, the dogs started 
barking. Barking for attention. Barking for      
recognition. Barking because it might be feeding 
time. Barking just because all the other dogs are 
barking. Multiple dogs in the larger kennels 
scrapped and jumped and played, adding to the 
commotion, because the dogs in adjacent kennels 
wanted in on the action. With all the chaos and 
noise, the sensory overload overwhelmed us.  

We were there to adopt a dog. After finding two 
possible companions on the shelter website, we 
arrived, and asked to take them for a walk, one at 
a time. Fletch, the golden retriever cross, was so 
happy to be sprung from his kennel he about 
ripped my arm off, bolting out to the limit of the 
leash in front of me. Sara, the sweet looking     
aussie-shepherd cross, just as eager to be          
unexpectedly out, worked my other arm out of its 
socket. But neither dog showed any interest in us 
as they darted wildly from side to side across the 
path, inhaling as many new and exciting smells as 
they could in their brief moments of freedom. 

When we returned from walking Sara, my    
daughter noticed a lone dog looking at her from a 
kennel across the yard. In stark contrast to dogs 

by Sean Connolly 
TORREY 

This year in our sermons for Advent, we are going 
to focus in on “What Difference Does Christmas 
Make?” We’re going to explore some images that 
help us understand this pivotal event in human 
history. We’ll talk about God opening his hands 
and sending his Son to the earth. We’ll see the 
image of light coming into the darkness, life 
coming to a desert, and being safe in the midst of a 
storm. I think you’ll find these images important as 
we celebrate this Christmas season. 

(Continued from page 1) 

I want to also thank all of your for participating in 
the Community Bible Experience. We found it a rich 
time for us as a church exploring what the New 
Testament had to say to us. Thank you.  

Finally, Nina and I want to thank you for your 
expressions of love in the past weeks as we have 
mourned the loss of her father, Mario, who many of 
you knew. We so appreciate being a part of this 
church family.   

http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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In Kids Church this month, it's all about Christmas. Our 
Sprouts and Roots will explore how Jesus came to   
deliver God's people. Our Seedlings will learn that   
Jesus is God's Son through stories about His birth. 
God’s Son deserves a celebration as big as Christmas!  

At our Saturday and Sunday 9am services, following 
the offering, we’ll dismiss the children to one of three 
pods listed below:   
 

• Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

• Sprouts pod: K - 2nd grade (Rm 203) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 
 

At our Sunday 11am service, we’ll have a combined 
Kids Church class in Room 104 for Seedlings and 
Sprouts (ALL kids are welcome). 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Tuesdays 

Club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Theme Bring 

Dec. 7 
Christmas Store 

Night 
Christmas shopping list 

Dec. 14 Silly Socks Night Wear your silliest socks 

Dec. 21 NO AWANA 
Hear about a local 

mission 

Dec. 28 NO AWANA  

Jan. 4 PJ Night Wear your PJ’s 

 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MONDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 8:00PM 

 

NO EN FUEGO ON DEC. 20 & 27 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org 

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS 

FROM 6:00 - 6:30PM 
 

NO CONFIRMATION ON DEC. 20 & 27 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

WEDNESDAYS 
FROM 7:00 - 9:00PM, Doors open at 6:00PM 

NO VOLTAGE ON DEC. 22 & 29 
 

 

En Fuego students 
made more than 
30 blankets for 
children at 
Shodair Children's 
Hospital.  

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org


Page 4 N E W S L E T T E R  

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
INVITATION TO READ FOR ADVENT 
Help celebrate Advent this year! We are inviting you to be Advent readers and do the short Advent "lesson" at the 
beginning of just one of the services during Advent. You can divide up the reading, which means not everyone has 
to read! The services we still have available are Dec 4 (5:30pm), Dec 11-12 (all services) and Christmas Eve (3pm & 
6pm). Let Deanna know if you would like to help Life Covenant celebrate Advent this year! 442-6813 or           
deanna@lifecchelena.org.  
 

NEEDED: AWANA CHRISTMAS STORE ITEMS  
This month, AWANA clubbers get the opportunity to select and give Christmas gifts to their loved ones. Your     
donations make this possible! Our AWANA kids save their AWANA bucks for months to get just the right present 
for each person on their Christmas list. Donations of new or lightly-used knickknacks, jewelry, gift items, and toys 
are all needed. Some of the biggest needs are “gifts for Dad” (tools, grilling/cooking items, tech items, books, etc). 
We also need a huge amount of gift bags! Please drop off items at the church office by December 5th. Contact 
Deanna Carlson with any questions. 
 

WRAPPERS NEEDED  
Do you have some extra Christmas spirit? Share that abundance with our AWANA kids during Christmas Store on 
December 7 from 6-7:30pm. We need willing hands to help kids wrap and label gifts for their loved ones. Be filled 
with joy by helping these children be cheerful givers! Let Deanna Carlson know if you would like to take part.  
 

INTEREST IN SMALL GROUPS OR CLASS IN JANUARY 2022 
We are so encouraged by the number of people who participated in a small group during the Community Bible 
Experience! Maybe your small group wishes to continue to meet after the Christmas holidays and you want ideas 
for topics or studies. Or maybe your current group will not continue but you'd like to be part of another small 
group or class starting in January. In either case, please contact Neil at neil@lifecchelena.org or 442-6813 to      
explore the opportunities. 
 

JOIN BREEZE IN JANUARY 2022! 
We are excited to introduce you to Breeze, an online church resource and directory for our Life Covenant Church 
(LCC) family! Breeze is a web-based church management software company serving thousands of churches across 
the US and Canada. LCC has been using Breeze for over a year now to help update contact information, manage 
events and facilities, track giving for our church family, and more. Beginning in January, we will be inviting you to 
set up your own personal account access as another way to connect with our church family. Account access will 
allow you to view and update your own contact information, add a picture to your profile, view your giving history 
and print your own giving statements. 
Additionally, you will be able to search the database to view general contact information, but only about others 
who have opted into the Online Directory. We are excited about making this new resource available to you! All 
the details will be provided for you in early January! 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

December is an exciting month and the preschool children are busy learning and         
preparing for Jesus' birthday. Each day we will learn about one part of the nativity and 
create that person/figure. The children will then  have their own nativity set to tell the 
Christmas story to their family and friends. We have been learning the songs and       
practicing for our Christmas program. You are invited to join us for "A Country Kind of Christmas" on 
Tuesday, December 21 at 10:30am or on Wednesday, December 22 at 10:45am in the LCC              
Sanctuary. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!  
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Make Life Covenant Church a part of your 
holiday festivities this year by joining us at 

one of four Christmas Eve Services!             
The services will largely be the same.  

 

Friday, December 24th 

 9:00am, 3:00pm, 4:30pm and 6:00pm 
 

Nursery for children up to 36 months provided 
at the 3:00pm & 4:30pm services 

 

Saturday, December 25th 

No 5:30pm service will be held 
 

Sunday, December 26th 

9:00am & 11am 
 

Note: Masks are required at the 6:00pm    
Christmas Eve Service and the Sunday,       

11am Service. Masks are recommended         
but not required at all other services. 

If you would like to contribute to the cash Christmas 
gifts for our pastoral staff, you may do so by any of 
the following: 

1. Mail your check (payable to Life Covenant 
Church) to reach the Church Office. 

2. Place your cash or check (payable to Life         
Covenant Church) in envelopes provided at our 
in-person services and place in the Offering Box.  

3. Give online thru the Life Covenant website or 
mobile app by navigating to the “Give” page and 
choosing “Pastoral Staff Christmas Gifts” as the 
fund when making your online contribution. 

Contributions will be accepted until 

 Sunday, December 12th 

PASTORAL STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Thanks to all who 
helped pack and send 
Operation Christmas 
Child shoe boxes this 
year. Together, we were able to collect and donate 
144 boxes (plus online boxes)! Your generosity 
will allow children around the world to receive 
what could be their first ever Christmas gift!   

AWANA, En Fuego and Voltage collected 658 
pounds of canned food for Helena Food Share 
this year! Thank you to everyone who            
participated. You helped feed many families in 
our Helena community. You are so appreciated! 

HELENA FOOD SHARE CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

Take a walk through the story 
of Advent during the month 
of December! 

We have created a self-guided Advent Trail Walk at 
Tenmile Creek Park to help you enter into the    
season of Advent. Bundle up and enjoy God’s     
creation as your trail guide leads you to each stop 
where you will read and reflect on a part of the 
Christmas story.  

Pick a day and time that works for you and down-
load your trail guide from the “Advent Resources” 
banner on the Life Covenant website or app. This 
meditative “Journey to the Manger” is a loop trail 
which begins in the parking lot and is 1 mile in 
length over flat ground. (Trail guides will be     
available online starting Dec. 1) Tenmile Creek Park 
is located at 1505 Williams St. near Spring Meadow 
Park. 

Directions: As you are heading west out of Helena, 
turn right (North) onto Williams Street and follow it 
around until you see the fenced parking area on 
the east side of the road.  

FAMILY FRIENDLY 

 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

ADVENT TRAIL WALK 
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For what we preach is 
not ourselves, but    

Jesus Christ as Lord, 
and ourselves as your 

servants for Jesus’ 
sake. For God, who 

said, “Let light shine 
out of darkness,” 

made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us 

the light of the 
knowledge of God’s 

glory displayed in the 
face of Christ. 

  
2 Corinthians 4:5 


