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Throughout this Christmas season, we’ll be sharing 
a series of sermons that focuses on words that 
have been sung for centuries around this time of 
year. No, “Santa Claus is Coming to Town” hasn’t 
been around for centuries. Nor has “White 
Christmas,” or even “Grandma 
Got Run Over by a Reindeer.” 

A few Christmas songs have 
been around for a couple 
hundred years, such as “Silent 
Night,” “Joy to the World” and 
“O, Come All Ye Faithful,” but 
even those aren’t old enough 
to make this list. 

No, the words I’m referring to 
actually come from Scripture. The words form four 
songs, all of which have been given Latin names 
because they were sung in Latin. We find them in 
the account of Luke’s gospel about the birth of 
Jesus. 

The first is the song of Mary, called the 
“Magnificat,” Mary’s song of joy after she 
discovers she’ll be the mother of Jesus: 

My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been 

by Keith Johnson 

 Series: Songs of Christmas  

Dec. 5 & 6  The Song of Zechariah – The Benedictus (Luke 1:67-80) 

Dec. 12 & 13  The Song of the Angels – Gloria in Excelsis (Luke 2:13-14) 

Dec. 19 & 20  The Song of Simeon – Nunc Dimittus (Luke 2:29-35) 

  

Dec. 26 & 27  Christmas Miracle 

     

mindful of the humble state of his servant.       
…His mercy extends to those who fear him from 
generation to generation. 

Next, Zechariah’s song, called the “Benedictus,” is a 
prophecy about this child born in Bethlehem: 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, because he has come and 
has redeemed his people. He has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us 
in the house of his servant David (as 
he said through his holy prophets of 
long ago), salvation from our 
enemies and from the hand of all 
who hate us—to show mercy to our 
fathers and to remember his holy 

covenant, the oath he swore to our father 
Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our 
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without 
fear in holiness and righteousness before him 
all our days.  

Then, we come to the song of the angels appearing to 
the shepherds, called the “Gloria”:  

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace 
to men on whom his favor rests.   

 

 As we reflect on the 
magnificent story      

of Christmas,            
we too ought to   
break into song. 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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He’s always there and ready to help, but we relegate 
Him to some dusty corner of our minds until we    
decide He could be really helpful to us. But why wait 
until disaster strikes? 

Paul implores the Thessalonians to stay in contact 
with God constantly, not just on an as-needed basis. 
“Rejoice always and delight in your faith; be unceas-
ing and persistent in prayer; in every situation [no 
matter what the circumstances] be thankful and con-
tinually give thanks to God; for this is the will of God 
for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, Am-
plified). 

Crisis may force us to desperately seek God, but He 
actually wants us to bring our joys and concerns— 
our entire life—to Him. All. The. Time. Not just occa-
sionally. Continuously.  

And if we lived in that unceasing, persistent and 
thankful connection to God, how positively would 
our relationship with Him change? How helpful 
would He be every day, and how clear would He 
make our paths? 

What do you need to change to stay in continuous 
contact with God? 

 
Find out how much help Sean really, really needs at 
www.seanconnwriter.com. While you’re there, please sign up to re-
ceive devotionals once per week that relate your world to His Word.  

When 18-inches of snow fell overnight, my neighbor 
John ecstatically pulled out his snowblower. He    
joyfully cleared the snow off the sidewalks of the 
entire block, and in the alley between our houses, 
happily hurling light fluffy snow around to help his 
neighbors.  

I mentioned to his wife how grateful I was. She     
responded that she was just glad the snowblower 
was getting some use, after tripping over it and   
moving it around the garage all summer. At other 
times of the year, the snowblower was just in the 
way, taking up space. “But it’s really helpful now!” 
she exclaimed. 

I thought, “That’s kind of my approach to God.” And 
I’m guessing I’m not alone. 

God just patiently waits to get called into action. 
However, we won’t make that call until there is 
some crisis or emergency. We don’t involve Him if 
we think we can handle the situation. If we’re     
honest, we won’t ask God for help except as a last      
resort, when we appear to be out of other options. 

When we feel like we’ve lost control, we tend to  
instinctively reach for The One who is in control. 
During times of trouble, God says, “Then you will call 
on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to 
you. You will seek me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:12-13, NIV).   

by Sean Connolly 
THE SNOWBLOWER  

Finally, there’s the song of Simeon, called the      
“Nunc Dimmitus,” in which an old man who has 
been waiting for Jesus, the Messiah, reveals what 
he is holding in his arms: 

Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you 
may now dismiss your servant in peace. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the sight of all 
people, a light for the revelation to the 
Gentiles and for the glory of your people 
Israel. 

Each week we’ll focus on and sing the songs written 
about 2,000 years ago. They tell the story of how 
almighty God became a human being. How the all-
powerful God became a baby. How God, who knew 
no sin, came to redeem us from our sin. As we reflect 
on the magnificent story of Christmas, we too ought 
to break into song. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+thes+5%3A16-18&version=AMP
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+thes+5%3A16-18&version=AMP
http://www.seanconnwriter.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jeremiah+29%3A12-13&version=NIV


Page 3 V O L U M E  2 0 1 ,  N O .  1 2  

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

 
MONDAYS, 6:30-8:00PM 

 

 

NO ENFUEGO ON DEC. 21 & 28 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 
jolanda@lifecchelena.org  437-8158 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org  

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS, 6:00-6:30PM 

 

NO CONFIRMATION ON DEC. 21 & 28 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

WEDNESDAYS, 6:30-9:00PM,  

Doors open at 5:30PM 

 

NO VOLTAGE ON DEC. 23 &30 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out our “LIFE Kids, AWANA & 
Parent Resources” page on our website and app. 
You’ll find downloadable resources for kids to do 
on their own. Worship packs are also available to 
print at home to help kids engage with each 
week’s sermon. 

 

AWANA Club: The Life Covenant Leadership 

Team has made the difficult decision to postpone 
the start up of in-person AWANA. For the month of 
December, we will continue with Zoom AWANA 
from 6:00-6:30pm on 12/1 and 12/8.  
Email deanna@lifecchelena.org for the link, and 
join us for songs, a message, a game and prayer. 
You can even dress up for the themes! 
 

 Dec. 1 Sports Fan Night Wear your favorite        
          team’s colors 
 Dec. 8 Silly Sock Night Wear your silliest  
          socks 
 
 

CHRISTMAS STORE: We are planning a unique 

Christmas Store for AWANA families on December 
15th. It won't look quite the same as past Christmas 
stores, but it will still give AWANA kids the oppor-
tunity to select gifts for their families. An email has 
been sent to AWANA families providing more      
details.  

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
mailto:deanna@lifecchelena.org
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LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

As we approach the season of Advent, our children will focus on the coming of our      
Savior. We will learn that Advent is a time set aside to help us prepare our hearts for the 
birth of Jesus. Each day we will focus on one part of the nativity and how each person, 
animal or object has an important role that leads us to Christmas. The children will “create” that figure 
and we learn how it relates to us today. At the end of the unit each child will have a complete nativity 
to retell the story at home.   

The children will eagerly share the Christmas story through costume and song with their family. 
"Christmas Show and Tell" will be presented December 17 and 18. 

We wish you a blessed Christmas! 

INVITATION TO READ FOR ADVENT 
You are invited to be an Advent reader this year. Advent readers do the short Advent "lesson" at the begin-
ning of just one of the services during Advent. This year we are also inviting families to record lessons for 
online services. Families can divide up the reading to make it work for you, which means not everyone has to 
read! The weekends we have available are Dec 5-6, Dec 12-13, Dec 19-20 and Christmas Eve (service times 
this year are 9am, 3pm, 4:30pm, & 8pm). Let Deanna know if you would like to help Life Covenant cele-
brate Advent this year! deanna@lifecchelena.org OR 442-6813 
 

NEEDED: AWANA CHRISTMAS STORE ITEMS  
This month, AWANA clubbers get the opportunity to select and give Christmas gifts to their loved ones. Your 
donations make this possible! Our AWANA kids save their AWANA bucks for months to get just the right pre-
sent for each person on their Christmas list. Donations of new or lightly-used knickknacks, jewelry, gift items, 
and toys are all needed. Some of the biggest needs are “gifts for Dad” (tools, grilling/cooking items, tech 
items, books, etc). Please drop off items at the church office by December 13th. Contact Deanna Carlson (442
-6813) with any questions.  
 

ADVENT TRAIL WALK 
Take a walk through the story of Advent during the month of December!  
We have created a self-guided Advent Trail Walk at Tenmile Creek Park to help you enter into the season of 
Advent. Bundle up and enjoy God’s creation as your trail guide leads you to each stop where you will read 
and reflect on a part of the Christmas story.  
Pick a day and time that works for you and download your trail guide from the “Advent Resources” banner 
on the Life Covenant website or app. This meditative “Journey to the Manger” is a loop trail which begins in 
the parking lot and is 1 mile in length over flat ground. (Trail guides will be available online starting Dec. 1) 
Tenmile Creek Park is located at 1505 Williams St. near Spring Meadow Park. 
Directions: As you are heading west out of Helena, turn right (North) onto Williams Street and follow it 
around until you see the fenced parking area on the east side of the road. 
 

ANNUAL BISHOP ELIUDI FUNDRAISER 
Mark your calendar for Friday, February 19 for our annual fundraiser for Bishop Eliudi of International Evan-
gelism Outreach (IEO).  Stay tuned for upcoming details! 
 

55 & BETTER 
Even if we can’t gather together for our annual Scandinavian Christmas luncheon, we want to wish you all a 
“God Jul” and Merry Christmas. We look forward to seeing ALL of your smiling faces in the new year! 

mailto:deanna@lifecchelena.org
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If you would like to contribute to the cash Christmas 
gifts for our pastoral staff, you may do so by any of 
the following: 

1. Mail your check (payable to Life Covenant 
Church) to reach the Church Office. 

2. Place your cash or check (payable to Life Cove-
nant Church) in envelopes provided at our in-
person services and place in the Offering Box.  

3. Give online thru the Life Covenant website or 
mobile app by navigating to the “Give” page and 
choosing “Pastoral Staff Christmas Gifts” as the 
fund when making your online contribution. 

PASTORAL STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Contributions will be accepted until 

 Sunday, December 13th 

Christmas Eve 
 Services 

Sign Up Online Now to attend the in-person Christmas Eve Services! Due to current 

COVID-19 realities, we’ll all be required to sign up in advance to attend the in-person 

Christmas Eve Services this year. We are planning in-person services at the following 

times on December 24, 2020: 9am, 3pm, 4:30pm, and 8pm. Nursery for children 

up to 36 months will be offered at the 3pm and 4:30pm services. To reserve your 

spot online, please go to the LCC website or mobile app, click on the "Christmas Eve 

Services" link, and follow the directions. You can also call the church office at 406-

442-6813. We will have limited space available for each service, so please begin 

making plans now so you can reserve your spot for you and your family. Please do 

not reserve spots until you are certain of your plans.  

You can also participate in a pre-recorded online Christmas Eve service on the LCC 

Facebook page or a direct link on our website or mobile app. The online service will 

be broadcast on December 24 at 9am, 3pm, 4:30pm and 8pm.  

Voltage Virtual  Turkey Drive 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Voltage Virtual Turkey Drive for Helena Food 
Share this year. Our Voltage students raised $987 
to go toward purchasing turkeys! Your support is 
so  appreciated as we help to provide Helena fam-
ilies with a Thanksgiving dinner! 

Thanks to all who 
helped pack and send 
Operation Christmas 
Child shoe boxes this 
year. Together, we were able to collect and donate 
119 boxes! Your generosity will allow children 
around the world to receive what could be their 
first ever Christmas gift!   

Who:  Any woman attending Life Covenant 

What: Not-So-Secret-Sister  

When: NOW 

Where: Church drop-off basket. Mailbox. Home. 

Why:  Because we need connection now  

   more than ever. 

How:  By contacting Chris Mest at 406-431-5765  

   or s.cmest@yahoo.com 

NOT-SO-SECRET-SISTERS 
This year is definitely VERY different. So let's try 
something different with our Secret Sister pro-
gram. Let's have Not-So-Secret-Sisters. The basic 
idea will be the same, but in the hope of making 
deeper connections, we will know who is praying 
for and blessing us. Please contact Chris Mest or 
the church office at 406-442-6813 by Tuesday,  
December 15 if you are interested or have ques-
tions about this activity.  

mailto:s.cmest@yahoo.com
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My soul        

glorifies the 

Lord and my 

spirit rejoices in 

God my       

Savior…. 

Mary 

Luke 1:46-47 


